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ament allowed it. He was indeed peifuided 
that the p 

relinquifhed with fafery 10 1he peopl
e. : Chief Jultice Wil. 

mot was 4 friend 16 the eftablilh ment and exif
tence of Juries ; 

vdges mull be busied fa the fame 

- 

El 
’ 

3 grave. =~ Hear, hear.) 
- (Chief ullice ok 02 afked, what would be the fitu- 

ation of J ges if they ba ‘not this power of cdmmital ? 

Were they, when their charalter or their Suthority were at- 

racked, © fland at the door of a Grand Jury-room for the 
finding of 2 Bik orto Po arr Hg afterwards into th 

hands of men liable to be influenced by any p-wular cry 

Were they, pesbips, to wait fof the clearafice of their cha- 

rafer for a period df fix or twelve, or it might be eighteen 

months ¥ 1 {uch was the cale, in what tefpe would the 

-cGdents over the Courts of Jultice in the nation b= held P 

{ Hear, hear.) Having (his agon this important poini fla- 

ted the opinion of the oldefl Judges; he now camé io that of 

Sir \W. Blackftone, an authority which feemed to be infill. 

éd on by fome of thufe on the oppulite fide of ibe quettion. 

In the cafe of Oliver, when the privileges of Parliament 

where held in difpute, he ordered the man who had been 

commpitied back 16 prifon, from whence he came, 
Now, alier hele audioridies, hie cade to the main que te 

He begged leave 10 decline giving any advice or judgment 

of his own to the Houfes he only meant to give ag humble 

opinion, and fo far only to be bound, ‘The Houle had no 
fight to'hive any"advice from bim, ¢s any he had ever given 

Fad been conflantly difregirded, The Right Hongrable 

Gentleman oppofite hal controverted, and the Houle [rao 

karly overruled Him.-—His opinion was then that the Foufe 

ptight to go af hear as poliible 10 the ancient courfe of pro- 

ceeding. He would go farther. and fay, po matter what 

odivm it might attach to him, that Kad he been on the Conn 

mittee, he would have advifed the commument of the Ar: 

torney who ferved the protefs. * He knew he was making 

a very unpopular detlaration, but he flood fearlelsly and 

difintereftedly bpbn the broad ground of public duty, If 

in futuré times his hame was Fond upon the page of the 

prefent day, and conceivéd: worthy of notice, no perfon 
fhould point to it and fay, * Hest is thie man who betrzyed 

the privileges of the Commons Houfé of England, and con. 

tributed to the ruin of his country,” —/ Hear, hear.) He 

declared then, that he would without hefitarion have commit. 

ted the Attorney, and he would do foeveén though 1 might not 

flop’ the ation, If the Chancellor férvéd an injuntlion on 

a perfon in the Courts of Law to flop dn aftion, aud that 

lie thought proper to refifl, the Chancellor would of eourfe 

commit him, even though it might not “put an end to the 

diftion. Having thus flared his opititon” on hid point, the 

next queflion was, what wis the condii@l to be purfued by 

the Speaker ? It firuck fome as dovel and extraordinary, 

that the Speaker of that Houle thould go down into a Court 

of Law, to vindicate the Privileges of the Honle of Com- 

mons; No doubt it was a very novel proceeding, but fill, 

in his opinion, the Speaker ought fo appear in the Court, 

and plead to the aftion ; and he hoped 10 be able to (hew 

that this was not fo dangerous-a precedent as it dppéared to 

fome. This was not inconfiflent at all with thé advice 

which he bad given before, with refpeft tb the commitment 

of the Attorney. 
feals in lreland, if, in a cafe of athon "; Aitorney had 

ferved him with a procefs, be fhould inflanily have commit- 

ted the Attorney, but @till he fhiould have pleaded to The ac- 
tion. ‘The Courts below mull have jurifdithon to inform 

themfelves why ap aftion was brought, With refpect to 

the idea of iffuing. 3 probibition to the Courts below, that 

was an idea which he had never heard {uggefied before, nor 

never read of in the courfe of his fludics. He could not 

recommend the adoption of that courfe, nor could be fup- | 

port the idea of the Speaker’s writing to the Court, If he 

was alting as Judge, and that any fuch lewer was brought 

to him, he fbould confider it his duty totally to dilregard i, 

and inform himfelf by plea of the caufe of the aftion. It 
would be the height of injullice to blame the Court for 1n- 

terfering with the privileges of the Houfe, before ithad any 

means of being informed what thufe privileges were. He 

thought then that the Speaker. ou ht to appear in Court, 

and inform the Court that he was Speaker of the Houle of 

Commons, and had been Speaker when the warrant was if 

fued : that he had iffued the warrant by that asthoruy, and 

under the order of the Houfe of Commons, and that he 

warned the Court that it had no right to relieve ihe plain- 

uff, or to examine into the plea, IF after this notice the 
Court thought proper to examine into the plea, he had no 

hefitation. im faying the Court would exceed its junifdittion 

—( Hear. hear.) Hedid not think, however, that these 
was one Judge no the land who would, he would nag fay 

venture, but even enteriain a wilh to commit fo grofs a vio- 
lation -of Ins ¢uty—( Hear, hear,) He’ had now given 

very fully his opinion on this imporiant {ubjefi—he had gi- 
ven it, he boped, in a manner .1o preclude any accufaton 

of concealment from fear of unpopularity —( Hear.) And 

be now thought is his duty to fay, that if the peuple of ts 
country were mifled into a delice to undermine or diminifb 

the privileges of the Houfe of Commons, they would lie une. 

der a mol fatal delufion—( Hear, hear.) The interells of 

the feople were infeparably inierwoven with ike privile- 

ges of tbat Houfe; and they ougbe not to adopt any bafly 
animofity agai it, becaufe its decifion on particular fub- 

~ jobts might not accord - with their fentiments. They ought 
coolly to confider that they did not merely burt this Houfe 

cally burt themfelves by iC nab) deprefling every 

futare Houle of Commons— Hear, hear Their ancel- 

| 

| 

on, what courfe was 10 be'adopted on thie prefent occafio
n 7, | 

When he had the honor to hold the | 
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controuled. The wn ede fey he hoped, 
to the end, defend the principles by which they were placed 
on the throne; but then it was idle 10 expel any reigoing 
family would naturally be the guardians of the freedom of 
the people, . What was, daring the whole hillory of this 
country, the nature of stie political conthéls by which En- 
gland bas been agirated ? Did it not exhibit one continued 
lruggie between the King and ihe people? For what rea. 
fon was the Houfe of Stuart dethroned ?° Where was thie 
man who could prowife thar we miht aot hereafier have 
(ove degenerate delcendant even of the Houle of Brusf- 
wick, who might prove egually ambitious ? lt was one of 
the grollelt errors of modern delufion fo think of making 
the people, under any circumftances, look up to the Throne 
for the (afety of their privileges, He hoped no tranfient 
palfion; or momentary quarrel between the Houfe 6f Com. 
mons and the le, would induce the latter fo wildly and 
atterly to relinquith their liberties, He would afk what 
was (0 be the limit of the privileges of that Houfe, if they 
once became undefined or doubtful? Was it to be the 
King's Bench? A man might in that cafe deny the power 
of the Houfe even to call him before them at all, and the 
Bench would be obliged even of this plea to take notice, ~ 
Was the limit to be public opinion ? That could never be 
definite ; one man would fay, * I will give the Houle fo 
much latitude,” Another anxious for popularity; cries out, 
“ No, no, I will not confent ta fo much :** and thus at ths 
auttion of popularity the privileges of the Houfe and the 
liberties’ of ihe people would fall togetherasi Hear, hear, 

hear.) The immediate tonfequence would be a democra- 
cy of faltions==then 4 profcriptions=then an extintion—= 
and, laft of all, the faral, inevitable confequence, thé defpo- 
tifm of an individual l-=f Hear, Acar, Rene: Let the 
country beware of this§ lé1 them remember how nedr to 
this catafirophe England was once—-let them remember the 
ime when all thofe honefl and good men, who fought what 
they imagined a pfoper limit, and at lat the unfortunate 
Monarch who agreed to it, was deluded and deflroy ed =-de. 
flroyed.by men who vaunted patiiotifm and loved theai- 
felves-——who talked liberty, and meant defpoiifin, who fought 

law, and found a crown——/ Hear, hear.) 1f with this ex- 
ample before their exes—if with the immediate view of eve- 
ry degraded State in modern Europe exifting in their fight 
—ifagainft all experience and all reafon—ihey deferied the 
Houle of commons, and fought for proteflion of their privia 
leges in the Crown, they would ineyitably fall, and they. would 
fall unpiued, vnregieited, anrelieved!—¢ Hear, hear, hear. ) 

Afier fome fuither debate, the Motion was agreed 10, 
Mr. Giopy then moved, That the Attorney General 

be dircfled to defend the Speaker and the Serjeant—which 

was alo agreed to. 
e POLITICAL REVIEW. . 
There can be no fronger proof of the foundpefs of thofe 

principles upon which our Conflitution is built than the va- 
rious revolutions in political opinion which frequently take 
place among us. . The current of popular fentiment does 
not invariably fet the fame way 3 and it is effential to the 
prefervarion of our form of Governmeny that it thould not, 
If the people for any length of time were to continue to 
throw the whole weight of their influence and prejudices ine 
to-the fcale of aay one branch, fuch would of necellity pre- 
ponderate ; the equipoife would be deftroyed, and the whole 
machine put fo out of order, as to be inadequate to the pur- 
poles for which it was dehigned. In fuch a cafe, there 
would be no aleernative but to knock it to pieces; and | 

trufl to fome rath and confident artizan to. put it together 
again, or to fet about frawing a new one upon different and 

untried principles. Noone who underflands and loves the 

Conflitutica can wilh for the occurrence of {uch dilemma. 
Such. indeed appears to be the conviflion of the people of 
England, who, in the contefls that, arife among the different 

eflatesof their Government, generally declare againft that 
bfanch which it confiders as arrogating powers not vefled in 

it by the Conflitution. Hence they have been feen 10 oc- 
cafionally fuppert fhe Crown aganfl ‘the Commons, and 
the Commons againft the Crown ; to réceive one day with 

acclamation a Relolution of their Reprefentatives, ¢ tha 
the power of the Crown had increaled, was encreafing, and 

| ought to be diminifhed ; and on another to be ready to tear 
thefe very Reprefentatives piecemeal, becaufe they fanfli- 

oned a meafure whofe objc& was the reduflion of (hat. pow. | 
er. Witnefs the famous vote carried during the American 
war, and the fate of the Bill for the Government of India 
{oon after, 

The queftion raifed by the commitment of Sir Faan- 
cis Burorrt and Mr, Gars Jones, of rather of the 

former, (for the fufferings and deflicuse flare of Mr, Jones 
are hardly thought of,) bas, as might be expefted, produced 
a great ferment among a people, who are trembling alive to 
whatever regards the liberty of the fubjefl. - The right of 
commitment claimed and exercifed by the Commons, is con- 
fidered as nothing fhort of a tyrannical violation of this bi- 

berty, and a total fubvesfion of the firlt principles of the 
Conflitutign, There is no doubt that it | if it were 

arbitrarily exercifed, and in cafes not arifing out of the pro- 
ceedings of the Houfe. =~ But whea it is employed for the 
mainicoance of its own dignity, to 

fy flematic endeavours to bring ut into contempt, to 

rthrow, noone, w not made s 
ese Lat ik ob (he 

powers and privileges of the Haufe of Commons abridged ; 
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inroads ds of popu ar delufion. wl acquired, they are effendial to its exiftence, Is 
any one who wonld withhold from a | . 

fairly and cbnflitutionally elefied, the 
to_prifon fdr grofs and violent abufe of its proceedings, or 
refule 10 it the fame means of maintaining its authority that 
the Courts of Law or even a Magiftrate, in the exercife 
“of his office, polfeffes? But it is (aid h 
 mot-extend 10 cales of Libel for there a legal remedy is pro- 

this privilege ought 

vided, though it fhould in cafes: of obftrullion or contesipt, 
What, are the Commons of this United Kingdom to hear 

| their proceedings daily vilified, and the conduét of particu- 
lac Members canvalled and cenfured in the filling Parlia- 
ment}, called Debating Societies, which abound ia tHis city, 
without being able to vindicate their authority; etherwife 
thih by an addrefs 10 the Crown tgorder its Atorney Ge- 
neral fo profécute by information ? Suppofe a bold and bad 
Admniftration, intending to bring Parliament into difres 
pute, fhoiild refofe to inlliture fuch a profecution ? Bue 
even if they fhould order it, would that effe® the immedi- 
ate fuppreffion of the nuifance ? IF the vindication of the 
authority of Parliament is to be delayed during thes whale 
of a long law vacation, from June to November, the moft 
virtuous and tpright Houfe of Commons might either be 
completely run down, or become great lofers in public opie 
nion in the interval, hak! * : 

It is therefore Sehely neceflary that in all cafes rela 
ting to its proceedings, Commons fhould” poffefs this 
power of committing. to prifon, in order to defend themfelves 
againll wicked Miniflers and daring demagogues, and their 
io, cul sgents and adherents. The right to commit is 
nothing without the right to enforce it, All privileges 
held for the benefit of the publics as thofe of the Houle of 
Commons are préfumed to bey; mufl be enforced and fup- 
ported with the whole power of the State, If a lotk or a 
bolt is made to give way before the Officer of the Sove+ 
RECN, in the exctution of the Mlightell criminal procefs, 
there is no good reafon why they thould.be refpefted in cae 
fes that affel the Sovereignty of the People. ‘What, is the 
Serjeant at Arms, in executing procels of the Reprefentas 
tion of the people of this kingdom, to lurk in & beer houfe, 
or at the corner of a fireet (like a bailif’s follower who is 
on tlie watch to atrefl a beggarly fpendihrift fur a rayler’s 
bill of ten pounds) until a favourable opportunity ‘offers for 
him to {nap his man ?** If this were fo, the Seflion might 
pals away 
The offender, fecured by the fanflity of his cafile, might 
laugh from its windows at the Officer of the Commons, and: 
continue the fame courfe of defamation againfl thar Houle 
which provoked is futile indignation, - 1f the dofirine laid 
down by Coxe, and confirmed ‘by Bracxsrone, be 
corre®l, that “ whatever mattbrs arife, concerning either 
Houle of Parliament, ought to be examined, difcuifed, #nd 
adjuged, in that Houfe to which it relates, and not elfewhere;”” 
it follows that the Commons in this inflance is the only pro 
per tribunal to judge of any offence commitred againfl’it- 
{elf; and that the Parliamentary conduél of its members is 
not cognizable by a debating fociety. 

SAINT JOHN, July 9, 1810, -- 
GREAT NEWS !—Arrived here on Wednefday 

evening, brig Henry, Jefferfon, g§ weeks from St, John's, 
Newfounidland. Capt, J]. informs that previous to his fail- 

ing, feveral veflels had arrived there from Lifbon, bringing 
accounts of a General Engagement baving taken place be- 
tween the Combined Briuth and Portuguefe Armies and 
tHat of the French under Macthal Maflena, in which the 
latter are flated to have been completely routed! 

HORSES. 
O be Sold by Auétion, at the Coffee-House, on Wed- 
nesday next, at 13 o’Clock : <A well-bred BAY 

MARE, and a firong BAY GELDING, SADDLES, 
BRIDLES, &ec. Jerr 9, 1810. 

NEW GOODS. 
Eu 

P. FRASER, | 
Has Received by the Ship Witriam and Cuantorrse 
from Livereoor, and Brig Bairisu Unioxn 

om Loxnbow, | 
A VERY EXTENSIVE ASSORTMENT OF 

BRITISH GOODS, 
Which will be Sold on the mofl reafonable terms for CAsar 

ot Birnvs of ExcuHancse, 
Frederiélon, soth June, 1810. 

FOR SALE, 
At the Subscriber’s, on the mot reasonable terms, 
Cafe of very fuperior 4-4 Inth Shirting Linens; 

A 10 Tons Britith Iron, 7 ay 5 : 
2 Dozen Men's Saddles; afew dozen Bridles; 
5 Packages of ‘Hardware, afforted ; a few cafks Nails; 
10 Bales Superfine; Second and Coarfe Cloths; 
6 Cafes fine and medium price Mea’s Hats 

* 1 Divo Ladies’ fafhionable ~~ = dino; | 
10 Packages Cotton iting of Mufling, 

2 Bales Blankess, 4 bem 8-4: 1 Bale Capvas; 
10 Catks Bottled Porter ; so Barrels Ship Bread ; 
A few Silver Watches, good quality 3 

50 Boxes Wiodow Glafs 10-13, 8-10 and 7-9; 

yi Pe ANDREW CROOKSHANK, 

« 
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