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to hear a a dfeolled u 

M4 veut Peicr Finnerty 

{3% TUSSRh pes Hes beet conduét of that Npbleman, i ~ Jul before the Atworney-Genetal was about to flate the 
| cafe, Mr. GC. Mr.. Jones, as he undecfiood, arrow fad t : 

14; 5s had no-Counfel.” Upon this, 3 Gentleman, lately called 10 

i 

proseedivig 9 the iid of Walche: 

id "Mr. Abbott Waving flated the pleadings, 

cafe.” Fe {aid that the libel of which the defendant was 

ary lalt; By Mr.” Fidneery, wi the Morning Chronicle of 

have taken his trial, but he withdrew the plea which he 
<= field put in, and sow has permitted judgment to go again 
km by default; fo that inlaw and in fat that Sti bow 

flands copvifled of the libel which was the foundation of 
the libel 1n- queftion.” Mr. 
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"© ford-fleeer, Covent-garden, Throughout that neighbour- 
hood, and indéed throughout the rown, placards wp pofl- 
ed upon A ok fal, under the bead * Mr. 
Finnerty aod ‘Caftiereagh,” announcing a queflion to 
be debated there that might, purporting 10 be, whether the 
conduét of Lord Caltiereagh in cod an afl of opprel- 
fion, in iffuing an order inv his capacity of Secretary of State, 
that Mr. Finnerty thould be prevented from proceeding to 
the Hand of Walcheren, was not mghly injurious to the 
caufe of the fubjeét’s Liberty, and an att of Cowardice and 

~€raclty to an innocent individual P——This was the fubflance 
of the Libel complained of ; and for this libel fo pubhhed by 
Mr, G. Jones; he wis called upon to anfwer, It was ne- 
ceflary that the: Jury thould know the réal faéls of the cafe. 
When the Expedition to Walcheren was prepared, fome 
of His Majefty’s Mioiflers received information that Mr. 
Fionerty did intend to accompany it. They no fooner heard 
of it, than aa order was iffued that he thould be prevented, 
but the ‘order came 100 late, Mr, Finnerty had failed, and 
he remfined at Walcheren nearly the whole of the time 
that the Britifh troops continued there, unul at laft he was 
feot home. He &hofe, however, to impute ‘this order to 
Lord C. but in faét Lord Caftiereagh happened at the ume 
to have been at Deal, and Le knew nothing of it ull fome 
time afierit was iffued, He did however fend an order to 
Lord Chatham for that purpofe, but it was not till after that 
which was iffued by ochiers of the King’s Miniters. Not- 
withflanding this Mr. Fionerty fill thought fit to impute 
the. original order to Lord Cafliereagh, which, he fad, 
could anfe but from one of two motives, viz. either to pre. 
vent him fiom being an eye-witnefs of thé mal-management 
of the Expedition, or of entangling him in fome legal pro- 
decution. - The objefl to be accomplithed by the Get being 

on
 B
N
 

S
s
 
I
 
I
R
 

5 

P
L
 

N
o
.
 

o
e
 
R
i
a
d
,
 

L
a
r
 

L
E
N
T
R
 

-
 

wo 
M
e
t
 s
e
 

wr
gi
ge
 

SF 

§ 
op
 

B
R
 

iy
 1
 I
W
 A
 

of 
5, 

hg
 

N
M
 
a
b
a
.
 

x 
I.

 

vou
 

W
 

: 
< 

>
 

Sa
ng
in
 

«w
h 
na
ig
i 
W
e
s
e
l
 
i
 
S
R
R
 

N
R
 

WE 
A
l
 
a
s
 
0
.
 

wl
 
a
 
ty

 
l
g
 
be
 

4.
 

+
 

-
 

»
 

i
 

—
-
 

on the Expedition itfelf, and the objeét of the other being 

pedition to the Scheldt was fired out. — 

ai the Bir; 3 Me. Jones, rofe, and Gignificd that be was the. 

Mey ©) © The Attorney-General entered into a minute detail of the 
§ & : ! w £3 b ' 

\ accufed, arofe out of another poblithed on the 23d of Janu. | | ol.) {5 , atofe oul pobi git] { material allegation, . The whole cope of that which has | 
fhat day; and for which: Mr, Finnerty was this day to. 

| aud opprelhng. this man § fumming it up in the lait para- 

Coughs i gb cen pc ox pol | © Nowell were cle a he pr of he eins, viting io a Debating Society in Bedford-flicet an auduory | | gh Shean sgn Fury CFI 4 

Lord Caftlereagh had been one of the Principal Secretaries 

fcandalous and. feditious hibel in the form of a letter, con.: 
cerning Lord Cafllereagh, publifbed in a certain sewlpa-. 
per called : The Morning Chronicle. That allegation in- 

the fat, that there was fuch a leter publifhed in the paper. 

That bas beew proved by the Prnter of the Paper, who 

produces a papery which he flates to have been publifbed on 

that. day; containing a, fewer figned P. Fionerty, Then 
bas that leiigr the quality annexed 10 itslt 1s alleged 
be a [candalous and malicious hibel, That certainly is a 

been read in detail 0 you from The Morning Chronicle, 
does impute to Lord Cafllereagh the purpofé of perfecuuing 

graph, that he had made ofe of his Mimflenal power to 

Jones, the defendant, is. the I 

to fidle thole public animadverfions, which might be made | 

to graufy his Lordlhip’s hatred and malice again Mr, 
Finnerty. | 
the letter publithed by Mr, Finverty in the Morning Chro- 
nicle, which contained vot only the foregoing matter, but 
allo other attacks upon Lord Caftlereagh whillt employed 

<n the'Goverpment of Ireland, {uch as accufing him of ex- 
ercifing his official adthority in preventing mercy being ex- 
tended to a man of the name of William Qur, who was cxe- 

: cuted there for high treafon, notwithflanding both the Judge 
and Jury, who wed him, had recommended him 10 Govern 

meot fiom a behef, {ublequent to the nal, that he was in. 
~noceat of the charge, This, {aid the Auoiney-General, 
. was allo a parc of the jubjeft difculled at this fociery, and 

~ ‘announced 0 be difcuffed there by the defendant Jones, 
and difcuffed it was, and after what-they termed—< An 
adjourned Debate,” a fort of taal at this mock wribunal, 
where, as a matier 4 course, Lord C, was found guilty, 

4 Here the Auorney-General appealed tothe Court whether 
any libel could be more foul or abominable, particularly 
when he could take upon him to fay, that fo far from there 
being one word of truth in the fact of Lord Cafllereagh 
having any thing 10 do with the exccution of William Orr, 

i) be was not even in power at the time ; and fo far from the 

+ plainly declared, when the matier was teferred to him, 
BE that be was fully (adshed with the convi@lion of Orr, and 

$5 he was bau declare, in jullice to the peifons who at 
that time had the Government of Ireland. The Auorney- 
General then proceeded to ndtice more particularly ihe libel 
in queflion, and to pals the feverell boast cod Su on ul, 
cenfuring the condut manifefled by thofe who, in confe- 
quence of that Libellous advertiferncnt, alfembled and took 
a part in that debat- ; and concluded with obferving, that he 
thought, nat only the Jury, but the Court and the public, 
coul dot hear it, read i pe (ling their difguft and 
indignation at it, Having thus | nilked hus oblervanouns, 
be merely added, that as the defendant had exprefled a with 
to {ubpaena Lord Calllereagh, he could infornd him, thas 
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"a: 2 witnhefs, 

Mr. Fomes, the defendants Counfel, o about 10 fubmit 
Jections wo. 

Here the Attorney-General read that past of | 

ed 10 the goud fenfe, liberality, and juflice of the Brufh. 
Nation, to give their decided opinion on the fubje@t. So 
far as the Brith Forum ‘can lend ws aid towards collefling 

of any other perfeenied or defencelefs 

Lt 

” 

dord Ellenborough fignified to bim hat jufl then be was | 

graufy prejudice, 10 invite the perfecution of his perfon, 
and to fix an imparation upon his charatter, and tbe whole 
of the Hatement which is contained in the letter, goes fo 
maintain that, which in the fomming vp of the hbel is flared 
t0 be the motive for Lord Cafllereagh’s conduél, | Geptle- 
men, there certainly can be nothing more libellous, than to 
impuie (0 a man in a high public ees grofs abufe of his 
public funflions, to degrade -and injure an individual — 
The quellion, therefore, upon this part of the cafe being, 
whether this lewer has properly applied to it the defcription 
of a fcandalous and malicious libel ; the defcription is main- 
tained by adveriing to the terms of ‘the letter ifelf. But 
this is merely a preliminary flep, for it is not the publican. 
on of this libel for which the defendant is indiéted ; but he 
has adverted to it in the three libels, for which immediate- 
ly he 1s. queflioned, and itis to thefe papers and the contents 
of them, that your attention is 10 (rie diacly drawn, 
inalmuch as it is, in refpe@ of them only (reference being 
made in other masters merely for explanation) that he flands 
before you this day, | 

The, publications in queflion are three in number ; the 
quellion is, whether they are of a hibellious nature, and 
whether that defcription which ‘is applied to them by this 
indifiment is jultly applicable wo them. I will read thew, 
and comment upon them as I read them, = The frft begins 
thus, “ Qughtiny Lord Caftiereagh’s condu@ wowards Mr, 
Fionerty during the late expediion to Walcheren to be 
approved as a‘falutary meafure of precaution, 10 preferve 
order and difcipline among His Majelly’s forces, or repro- 
bated as a flagrant mfringement upon the liberty of a Bri. 
ulh (ubjeél, and a cowardly ar of oppreflion againft an in- 
nocent. individual,” Now, Gentlemen, is it to be borne in | 
3 country where people have any eflimfation of charaéter, 
that it fhail be allowed to any man to pat in this alternative | 
mode of queflion for the difcuffion of all mankind, whether 
a man bas been guiliy of a bafe and cowardly a& of oppref- 
fion, whether he bas not been guilty of an enormous. crime, 
and to have that mauer made the fubje& of debate by all 
perfons who may chulfe to pay one thilling to come within. 
ibe precingls of the place of alfembly where this 1s the ap- 
ponted matter of debate? Is it not calumnious to any in- 
dividual to have his name held out to the public as that of a 
Tym refpefling whom it may fairly be doubted whether 
he has not been guiliy of a. cowardly aél of oppreffion ? Put 
It to your own breafls, Gentlemen, and make ut your own 
cale ; luppofe a man to pick up an anecdote of your private 
condufl—any thing refpefling your conduét in focial life, 
and that be fhonld publifh it as a queflion whether, in a 
particular circumflance of your life, you bad been guilty of 
a bale difregard of your duty to wifs, 10 child, to friend, 
or any other pecfon, and fhould make that 2 mater of dife 
cullion for all the affenbled carelefs people who might chufe 
to refort together for the purpofe either of holding or of 
hearing that difcullion ; cam any thing be more calumnious, 
more deflruchve of the peace of mind of the individual © 
held out, more mifchievous (o the public, or wore ieritating 
to the feelings of the individual fw held up? Taking only 
tn-limine, the Grell paragraph, I feel myfelf in the {olemn 
difcharge of my important functions, bound by the cath of 
office 1 have taken, and by my duty to the public, to flae to 
you, that I confider this as an highly calumniqus publication.’ 
‘Then, gentlemen, it goes on to fay, * The flatement of 

Mr. Finnerty’s treatment by Lord Caftlereagh, as it appear- 
ed wn the Morning Chronicle, of Tuelday the 2gd whlant, 
has been reid with the moll lively e@otions, and has exci- - 
ted univerfal aflonithmen( and alarw’;”—alluding all alopg 
0 the publicauon of Fianérty in “the Morning Chronicle, 
which bas been read 10 you, “* Mr, F imnesiy bas appeal 

ard peeing ths spas, weibedibn appl, soc 
‘be made 1 van, Is wot this an 

. 

4 defencelefs indinidual, 

| portuni “of meeting, LH Lordfhip io fm Bh face 10 * hearing them vindicaie their charaller and conduft 

elf {shat a fag ial; 10 tell his Lordfbop 1c | gedad infulied Coubiey, which ine c 

wolves, firll of ail, the fact, and next the conflruttion : fir, 

“been made © opprels and bear down an insocént individual 
4 By this dilcullion virtue and wdependenc 
‘wn the perion of Mr, Finuerty, * have received’ their § 
“and adequate reward, -while pride and arrogance,” 1 mift 

“% have been buvbled to the dufl—The managers enjoy a 

has lad, that the grear and charattenflic Meling ah a 4 

Ms 

untry, "Gentlemen, is 
there is an vutra- 

Ha 
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¢ ¥ 

{ 

rgd hs JF coming before thofe wh m 
Bae outraged and led P Iq 1s, I think, ernie = 
Rare any thing 10 be a libel if this is not. | we 7» 
Then, Gentlemen, ‘we ‘come 10 the fecond publi 

\’ 

That begins by Rating the giieRion” as ‘before, “WIN the 
it charges that before the timé of the printing a certain Jibel; | Words prefixed, * Triat of Lord Calllereagh :* and'theq 

proceeds, Laft Monday, notwithiffanding the wean ard 
of State of His Majefly ; and, Gentlemen, there 1s another | malignant attempts to flifle the difcaflion of the pried ime 
“allegation, that there had been, ‘on the 88d of January, a poriani-queflion by tearing down and defacing the Bij» — 

Mean and malignant antempis, Gentlemen, if any of yoy 
or I faw placarded, that there ‘was 10 be 2 debate ob oup 
conduit aud charafler by a number of perfons affembled for 
the purpofe of that -debate—is it wean 10 plotect your cha 
ratier as well.as you can by abating as 4 nutfasice thie puba 

{ hieation to draw people together? © Mabgnan," agai 
whom ? It is an all of felf-prelervation to deflroy the moxie 

‘ ous exhibit to collet people together to murder my ‘veputas 
tion, 4 Mean;” as againfl-whem ?' Mean io avoid=d' dfs 
cufhon which no perfoa has a night 10 diet or to infifi utes 
Io this way it goes cn, Notwithflanding the mean and 
hal gnant attempis to flifle the difeuilion of the vrefent 1m. 

portant quellion, by rearing down and defaging ike bills, a 
‘crowded affeisbly, among whom were fevers) Noblemen 

and after a very intevefling debate, the opener was about 10 
reply, whena Gentleman inumately and petfonally cons 
cerned, entered the room, and having pledged himfelf to ate 
tend on the nest evening, ‘and eiwcher open” the ‘debae, or 
take a part in the difeuflion the gueftron was, with the cen. 
lent of a large majoiny, adjourned, . Severai important and 
extraordinary difclofures will be made 1n ‘the courfe of the 
evening ; and Lod Cafllereagh, or hie adherents, aré pe. 
rempronly {ummoned to attend, and prevent, of poflible, 
his charatier from being configned to everlafling infamy and 
diigrace. The flaiement relpeéling the execution of Wil. 
lam Orr, in Ireland, under the Adminiflsation of the No. 
ble Lord, although incenteflible evidence was lad bef rz 
him, proving his innocence, was tead fiom Mr, Finnerv's 
letter, and excited in the audience vifible emotions of bors 
ror and difgull.” Lord Caftlereagh is here peremptory 
{ummeoned to attend. Now, Gentlemen, look at the exe 
travagant power affumed by this mock tribunal 3 ficfl, there 
15 to be fulminated againfl the pesfon an atack upon his 
charatter,.by thefe unlicenfed perfonsaffembled for the moft 
fcandalous and penal purpofe ; for all the perfons affembled 
for that purpofe confluuie a diforderly affembly, and are 
hable 10 be pumifhed by law, and then the party ‘whole 
charafler is 10 become the fubjeét of amimadyerfion, “is pe. 
remptorily fummoned to appear before this felf-conffituted 
and diforderly affembly. Gentlemien, this isa “fortof ty. 
ranny that I have never heard of as exercifed in he free 
land in which I have the happirefs to live; | I have heard* 
of fimilar things which have been done in another country, 

ted the Jacobin Aflembly ac Pans; where the fi undation 
for the overthrow of ihe monarchy, and of all civilifed ore 
der 10 that country, and | may add alfo, in other cpuninies, 
was laid in the abufed power and the arrogant pretenfions 
of fuch Societies. Hére is Lord Caftlercagh © perempios 
nly fummioned to attend, and prevent, if pollible, his chas 
vatter from being configned 10 everlalhing infamy and dif 
grace,” Is pot this hbellous ? Ife be not, lei the name 
of litel be blotted outof olir books, Let the thing be cone 
fidered no longer afubjeét of dilcuthon, or a matter of les 
gal contemplation in thus country, if a man may im this mane 
ner be fummoncd, at the peril of yufamy and difgrace upon 
a charge like this, to prefent bimfelf before foch ajudicataie, 

~~ Gentiemen, after this fummons, we come 6 wha 1s con- 
bdered ‘as the tnal, and then it is (aid, ** Lafl Monday, af- 
er two evenings” difcu lions, a crowded affembly unanie 

moufly decided.” 1 fhould have fulpe@led fuch 4 fort of 
decifion in fuch a place, and fo convened and ipflamed, 
“ that Lord Calllereagh’s condu@l towards Mr, Finnerly, 
ought to be reprobated as a flagrant infringement upon ihe 
liberty of a Bauth fubjelt, and a cowardly a6 of opprelli- 
on againfl an innccent individual,” 
conlequence of Mr. Finnerty being detained ac the Houle 
of Commons, he was unable to attend ull laie in the eved- 
ing, when 10 the umiverfal fasisfaction of a moll refpetiable 
audience, he entered the room, and delivered a mofl anima. 
ted flaiement of the proceedings ae WalcHeren and the 5 
duét of Lord Cafllereagh. ~ It is unneceffiry 10 add, 3 
Mr. Finnerty experienced the mel flaitering “and nequi- 
vocal proofs of public approbation,” while on the'contiary, 
not a hand was peld up in’ bs Lordlhip* defence. Li + 
has been furnithed, a memorable and firiking inflance 
folly and inutility of anempang, ac leat ‘in-1his countiy, to 

apprefs and bear dswa an innocent individual,” “1 dik 
that is a pretty round allegation, tha fuch aii astemp( 

n - 

heartfelt faistaction 10 thus announcing the decrlon, did 

refpeétable and weil collefted afl-mbly, KE + 
‘Gentlemen, you have been tid by rhe Learned Advo- 
cate for the defendant. thai a profe flor, whole name 1 forgot 

| mean outraged and. infulted by him; and w fay, we will { give you fair play by y« 

and feveral Members of the Houle of Commons, attended, | 

by an odious affembly that we have all heard of, denominge 
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