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Jeculeqnhout any adjournment, and in a

- ;'F",. e‘d
r # ftl‘ was ,Ctm we b'e an Aﬂ‘cmbty’

ompofed of men {u 10 be deeply verfed o the Law
and Conflitation of the Realm, alking time for that delay

whichiis never granted to men lefs able from their habits |

and Mg:diu 1o form an accurate_and decifive opinion.
Delay could 1 em: |
“up theit mind: jmmediarely;. It mull have becn demanded,

in order ghat they might be able 1o confider fthe whole quef- .
nr st g ed 1o Sir F.Bunn&rr,_bgn?)d!g
right of commiuting Jofin Gavre Jones—And this we }
are the more anxious to imprefs becaufe of the manmef in:

‘ tion, mot only as it relat

which the adjournmeat. has been reprefented. It has been
afked, why wasa diff:rent meafure meted out tothe Baro-
wet from what was @eted out 1o “;L:'Tgmuf Why
was an adjournment deemed neceffary in the one cafe, and
why did not the Houfe, without lofing 2 moment, proceed
npon a bufinels fo vitally interefling to 18 charaéter and exil-
tence ? In the cafe of Joxes, who ‘was no Member, de-
lay or adjournment might Have been allowed, he being an
unprotetted individual, and not Wed by thefe forms and
privileges which the Members poffe(s—But no one feemed
fhocked at his cafe being inflantly difpoled of, and himfelf
fent to'prifon. The idea, however, of proceeding in the
fame manner againfl the Baronet wgs treated as harlh and
revolting, and an oufcry Fas raifed againfl thofe who thought
he charafler of the Houle demanded inflant decifion. The
{djoummem has alfo been reprefented as proceeding from
a feeling of timidity which hefitates at attacking a man who
is at tlte head of a party, How he ever came to be placed
thére will always excite our aflonithmént, For in all the
great qualities of a leader, promptitude, decifion and vigour
of charafler, he is utierly Scﬁcient. Look at his conduét
ker alked him ‘what he had to fay upon the fubje&t matter
of complaint! Here was an opportunity for a man endowed
with real vigour, with promptitude and talents, to have de-
fended His condu@ with energy, to bave defied bis accufer,
and to have chalienged inquiry. ‘What did Sir Frawcis
do ?—In a low tone of voice he faid, that * be had nothing
‘30 fiy upon the fuhjel in the Thape of defence.” He feem-
ed 10 be ignorant. of what he was accufed. Ignorant of
what he was ‘@écufed! when his Jetter and réport of bis
‘Speech were diftinélly ‘ﬂal?cd‘.’fﬂ when ‘they mult ba
been frefhiin his memory. —But he was taken unprepared ;
he had not got bis leflon ; he mult go back and receive his
inflruftions—he requires long preparation=<he mufl be
made up. hivh A A
A more important queflion than the queflion relative to
to the commiutal of Joun Gase:Jones; has not been
difcuffed for a century—This man bas been commitied to
prifon by the Houfe of Commons, for a breach'of privilege,
confifling in the publication of 2 hand-bill, declared to'be a
libel—A libel is an offence cognifable by our Laws, and in
a Court of Law—but the Houfe of Commons; not permit.
ting it, in this inflance, to be tried by a Court of Law,_has
taken upon itfelf to accufe, to try, 10 condemn, and. to {en-
tence the perfon accufed—Of courfe, then, he has not had
the benefit of the forms or provifions: of dny Law ; he’ bas
not been permiited to produce évidence in his favour, or in

mitigation of punifhment=He can have no redrefs if wrong--
fully imprifoned, and if he fues for his Habeas Corpus, the,

Courts of Law will not grant it—It is argued that this piw-
er is, of right, vefled in'the Houfe of Commons, and that
they have authority to commit for breach of privilege—
They cite precedents, and to thefe we mean to allude (ﬁort-
ly, and but thortly, iniending to tike oir fland upon much
higher and Rroriger ground—Precedents enough may be
cited, bat what are they if they are not {anflioned by Poﬁ.
tive Law, and if they are violatoty of the firllt principles
of law?—We fhall find precedents enough for, every aft,
whether hurtful or beneficial to the fubjel, but are they to
Be the fole rule and juftification of our eonduft.—In the
examination of the Journals of Parliament, and the works
* of writers upen the Law and- cullom of Parliament, there
may be precedents of committals for breach of privilege.—
The power has been exercifed, and the right has not been
queflioned, but let us not admit that it is therefore not quel-
tionable; ~In Serpen,in Rusuwdrrh,in Sir Simon
D*Ewzss, and in the able fummary publifbed utder the
utle of Lex Pavliamentaria;, we ﬁn&’kme inftances (and
but few) of perfons not Members, being committed for
breaches of privileges. They are rare in the time of Er1-
zaseTi. Inthe 29th Evizassrn 1584, 0ne Joun
Biaxp, for making difhonourable reflehions on the Houle

of Commons, was brought 10 the Bar, but pardoned u
his fubmifion.—Ia the 81t EL!ZA!ITP:!. Taou'::
Drury was committed to the cullody of the Serjednt, and
brought to the Bar, for fpeaking dithonourably of the pro-
ceedings of the Houfe, but difcharged, paying bis fees.—Ian
later tymes, it was not unufual upon complaints of books
being publifhed, {peaking dithonourably of the
OfLotdz,abmh,fouheCmaoLyM |
before the Lords, and the proceedings againft fuch book
was a joint one of the two Houfes, This was the cafe in
the sk James I, 1603, vpon the complaint of the Com-
Wons agaall Bithop Buaxst and Dr, Cowss, for pub-

2Rk

{ ceeditg here afluded. 1o was spon

by Danier Da rid} the Commor
‘were chargéd wirth illegal and anwarrantable praflices in

not be demanded, becaufe they could not make |

when Mr. LzrHaripcs made his motion, and the Spea-

jdil—If Eaglilhmen %u expofed to fuch a

i« "‘:bf”WSbn‘;éﬁ,?’o&“ hers as  we
mbers, was a high breach of their privileges, an
ablifh_libels refletting oo the Houfe of Comm
fembers, was. alfo a h@ breach

from the Coumyn( Kent, by ve Ge

»

tition was voted fcandalous, infolent, and libellous, and the |

five Gentlemen were committed to the Galeteufe, where

they remained till le !
the power of committal exercifed ; but the t:g'hc and the

law were guells

2 Pox, ‘in which memorid} the Codimons

confining the Gentlemen alluded to. The Memorial con-
cluded by ‘declaring that ¢ Eaglifhinen are no more to be
flaves to Parliaments sthan to Kings.—-qﬂe ‘Houfe did not

‘chafe to take notice of thissMemorial.—Mr. PErcrvar
alfo quoted the cafes of CrosnY and Oriver, in which }

the Courts of Common Pleas and Exchequer refufed writs
of Habeas ‘Corpus; on the ground that the Houfe had a

.right to commit for breach of privilege, But Crossy and

Oriven were Members of the Houfe, and the right of

the Houfe to imprifon its own Members is undeniable.—

Sir Rosert Arxins indeed, in: his Power of Parha-
ments, has been faid to gw'c the right” of committal to the
Houfe of Commons-—but if it were not well known that he
carried the power of Parliaments 1o an excellive length, we
might fay that the right he gives is 10, buth Houfes jointly,
though that in our view of the fubjeft would make but ht-
tle difference. We fhall conclude with one' authority,
which is againfl the right claimed by the Commons—the
authority of Ru sk w o r TH, who declares, that the Hodle
of Commons is a Hoiife of information and prefentment,
but not a House of definitive judgment. In the trials of
the Regicides, the power of the, Houfe with refpeé to indi-
vidoals was aflimilated 1o the power of a Grand Jury,
“ *is a good bella vera they return.”” Now a Grand Ju-
ry, we need not.remind our readers, fends an accufed per-
fon fo be tried by another Court according to the forms and
rules of Law. . If this dofirine therefore, contended for in
the trials of the Regicides, be correl, the Houfe of Com.
mons, afting as a Grand Jury, and declaring a book to be
a libel, ought to dire@t the Artorney-General to bring it
before a Court of Law, where it might be tried according
to the rules and forms of Law, e ’
Upon precedents we have not dwelt much at length:
though we do not think that it would ‘be difficult to thew
that none of them are o found and flrong as to be incapa-

ble' of being Lattacked::' ‘But we ‘bave purpofely refrained |
from entering miuch at lefgth into them, becaufe we mean

to contend that né precedént: 'co‘uld';hq heap them as high
as poffible, * Pelion upon' Offa,” can juflify the continu-
ance of fuch a praftice.  They are founded upon and deawn
from privileges not defined, not known, not tangible : and
well might the man againft whom they are brought exclaim
in the Janguage of Lord StrArrorD wpon his trial—
¢ Precedents like thefe which are endeavoured . to be efia-
¢ bliflied againft me, mufl dfaw along fuch incéoveniences
¢ and miferies, that in a few years, the kicgdom will bein
¢ the condition expreffed in a Rate of Henry IV, and
“ no man_fhall know by what vale to govern his words
¢ and atlions 1" - ' &

- But the praflice, however bolllered up by pr;éc;lcﬁ;i, is

dir“ealy contrary to the great pﬁmiplés of the Conflitution }

and of law—It is condemning a man without a trial—it is
imprifoning him, not By ghe virdict of his Peers, but of his
accusers, who are at the same time his Fudges—it 1s DE-
prIVING HiMm OF His waitr of Hageas Corrus
axo or tHe Trias 8y Juay. Oh improvident an-
ceflors, who took fuch pains to provide againfl the encroach.-
ments of the Crowhn, and yet left this door open to the moft
dreadful of all defpotifms, the being fubje@ to arrelt and

imprifonment for an offence undefined and not contemplated |

by the Law of the land—The Commons have the power
of the purfe—they impofe taxes—they originate laws—they
impofe regulations with refpeét 1o commerce ; but if we,
who are their conftituents, and vpon whom their meafures
are to attach, venture to comment upon their condull, they
@ay, by this law of privilege, drag us from our homes, fend
us to prifon and keep us thete, not for an “indefinite time,

but long enough perhaps to work the roin of our health,

of our hopes, and of our fortune. Joun Gare Jones!
not he alone ! Upon_the fame law of privilege there is not

a Proprietor nor Editor, Printer, Publither, no Servant,

belonging to any Newfpaper, who might not all be drag-

from their homes and committed to Newgaie—We
might be: repofing in ouf homes, in the bofom of our fami-
lies, in the fancied fecurity of the Law, in the confidence
that we had violated no Law, in the complacency perhaps

of the refle@ion that we bad contributed to the maintenance,

of the Conftitution-—=Frail reliance! flender prop! On a
(udden this nondefcript, this unknown engine; drawn from
the fecret armoury Qr'

Law, Liberty, ind the Ceoniltitution fall down befo
and we are {enteoced, without redrefs, to the miferies’e
redrefs, if we can, upon this prin-

without the poffibility:

{ ciple of ambiguous, unknown, undefined privilege; be fen-

tenced, without trial by jury, to imprifonment, joftly might

s. | we exclaim with Lotd Strarzors: % Beuer it were to
¢ five under no Law at all, and by the maxims of cautious

¢ prudence, o confrrm outfelves, the bell we cao, to the
 acbitrary will of 3 mafler ; than fancy wé bive a Law oo
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prudence, no humio inno.

rultion. with which [

“are—Iater thar
in the laft one of the bol
the Patriotick. Coune:
March, afier the

uncils of Spain, md :

_ T *d.on tbtt
French were A

| before Cadiz ;—No
| than a formal recognition ofthe Conrvof Provinee, [Lovsg
XV I11.] as the legitimate fover¢ign of France ; and 1 de-
nunciation of NarorLeon BoNArPARTE, asan Ufurper,
and his brother Joseeu, as his tool; and offering as 2 re.
ward, oné of the fich Commandaries of the Military Otders,
Santiago and Alcantara, with the right of property to his
heirs th perpetuity ; to any Spaniard, or foreigner, who, in
mogmjchy, thall deliver
| , BoxarArTE, or the
Pietender Joseru, hus broiber, as allo an honorable Qtyle
which fhall denote in future the nobility of his family,
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prorogation.  Here indeed we bave -
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FICIAL CORRESPON
' From the National Intelligencer, Extra.

Wasunincron Ciry, May 19.,
; etter from Wm. Pinkney, Efq. to R. Smich, Efg.
Secretary of State, dated London, March 21, 1810.

“ On the 27th of November Mr. Brownell delivered to me
your letters of the 11th, 14th and 23d of the preceding month,
and op the Saturday following I had a conference with the May-
uis Wellefley, 1n the courfe of which I explained to hvm fully
e grounds upon. which I was infiruéted to
fon’s immediate recal, and upon which the
between that Minifler and the American government had.

been fulpended.' - ,

¢ Lord Wellefley’s reception of what I faid to him wis frank
and friendly; of [ left him with a pecfuafion that we fhould
have no caufe to be diffatisfied with the final courle of his goe
vernment on the fubjeéls of our conference, ,
nion that this interview could only be in-
troduflory to a2 more formal proceeding on my part ; and it was
accordingly fettled between us that 1 fhould prefent ar official
letter, to the ¢ffe& of my verbal communication,
repared fuch a letter, 1 carried it myfelf to Down-
w days afterwards, and accompanied the delivery

obfervations,
le you.

DENCE.

Ext’ra&\of al

Ca h‘r. J“k- @
1al intercourfe

“ We agreed in opi

 Having
ing-Street a
of it to Lord Wellefley with {fome explanator
with which it is not I prefume neceflary to trou
will find 2 copy of this letter enclofed, and will be able 10 col-
le& from it the fubflance of the greater part of the flatement
aod remarks which I thought it my duty to make in the con-
verfation above mentioned. = A copy of the anfweg, received on
the day of its date, is enclofed.” :
fo P —

COPY.) ;

Great Cumberland Place, od January, 18:

ndence, which has lately
State of the United States

My Loro,
In the courfe of the official cor
taken place between the Secretary
" and Mr. Jackfon, His Majefly’s Envoy extraordinary and Mi--
nifter Plenipotentiary at Wathington, it has unforwnately bap-
r. Jackfon has made it neccifary that I fhould re-
ceive the commands of the Prefident to requeft his recal, and
that, in the mean time the intercourfe between that Minifterand
¢ American government fhould be fufpended. - ‘
I am quite fure, my Lord, that I ,
Lordfhip’s wilhes and the refpeét which I owe to His Majelly’s
by executing my duty on this occafion with perfe@
fimplicity and frankoefs. '~ My infiruétions, teo, point to thag
courfe as requised by the honor of the two gévernments, andas.
fuited to the confidence which the Prefident entertains in the
Majefly’s government to view in its true light
With fuch inducements to

pened rthat

all beft confult

government,

4 dl{wp(ion Of Hi-’
the{abje& to which they relate.
exclude from this commanication’ every thing which is not ine
timately connefted wiih its pu'rpofe,
rth with capdor and explicitne(s the fafls and confiderations
which really belong to the cafe, 1 fhou!d be unpardonable if £
ued your Lordfhip with- gonccellary details, or affcfied

that Mr.

| and, oo the other hand, to -
- fer fort

.

any referve.

It is known to your Lordfhip
America, as the fucceffor of Mr. Erfkine, while the difappoint-
ment produced by the difavow
of April, was yet recent, and

ackfon arrived in

al of the arrangement of t
while fome &ther caufes of d:ffrs
tisfaétion, which had been made to affociate themfelves with
that difappdintment, were in operation, Bat your Lordfhip
his reception by
marked by all that kindnefs and refpe& whic
reprelentative of a fovereign with whom the United States were
fincerely defirous of maintaining the moft fricadiy
Whatever were the hopes, which Mr. Jackfon’s
infpived, of fatisfa@lory explanations and adjultments upon the
' sence between the 1wo,countries, they -
ed by the conferences,
he opened 1o Mr. Smuh,
extent of his powers and
eriment, deemed by

. alfo koows t the American government was
h were due to the

relanons,

miffion had

_prominent poin:s of differenc
ceftainly were not muach encourag
which, as far as he thought proper,

: foon after his arrival, the natare and

| the views of his govefrnment.  After an ex

the government of the United States to be fufficicot, it

ences, neceflary liable to mifconceprion and wast

re not likely to lead to any pralical conclufios.

ourie of pro=
ppoled itfelf
to the rejeéted arrange-
braced by it, and after recapitulating
d in their regent micr=

“that thefe confer
of precifion, wer
Accordingly, on the gih of Oftober,

to Mr. Jackfon, in which, afier flaui
g which the American government
to expeft from hi 1
ment and the matters em '
what Mr. Smith belicved to have
views relative 10 thofe fubjefls, he intimated that it was thoaght
particular occa-

Mz Smi

entitle m, with regard

expedient that their further difcuflions, on that
fion, ﬂ!ouﬂlibe in writing. "
~ [6%* Here
between Mr. Ja ‘
lowing remarks on Mr. J's. circular a
. The other eol:;nmca;om (of which d
| to the American people
s tcug.A s to the Brivdh
United States) feem to have been intended 23 2 juflificavon
his condul® in that par: of bis correlpon
umbrage 10 the
date the 181h of

the Commons, is levelled agcmﬂ us.
follows a minate review of the correfpondence -
ackfon and Mr. Smith, concluding with the lui= -
2al 1o the people.
fubflance was
, iy the form ot 3,

afterwards - |
Cenfuls n l’: ;
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ich had gives

iit ; «but it would ap*
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