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* {candalous and libe!lous hand-bill, reflein

NDON, FesruARY 24. .
COMMONS, Fearvary 31.

» .lAcn‘? or }u’!l‘w:cl’.‘

" M. Yérke moved the order of the day, for bringing Mr.
John Gale Jobies to the bar. -~ = r i

. Mr. Jones being brought accordingly, the Speaker ad-
dreffed him as follows :—¢ John Gale g:n«, a complaint
having been made to this Houfe of the publication of a
' ‘ i the proceed-
ings of this honorable Hotle, and the condut.of certain of
its Members; and the printer of the faid hand-bill having
been called o the bar of this Houfe, to anfwer for the {aid

e
(N'bat have you to fay in your behalf?”

Mr, Jones an{fwered, * T acknowledge, Sir, that I was
the author of that paper; and am extremely forry the prin-
ter has experienced any inconvenience on my y'ccount."

Mr. Speaker,—* Repeat what you have faid.”

Mg, Jones complied. ™ & e

Mr. Speaker.—¢ Have you any thing more to fay in
your behalf P’ ' .

Mr. Jones.— I fincerely lament that I fhould have in-
curred the difpleafure of this honerable Houfe ; and I trufl
they wili not conflider that, in what | bave done, 1 was ac-
toated by any fenfe of difrefpett to its privileges, or the
perfons of any of its Members individually ; or that I had
ady other motive in mentioning the names of the two honor-
able Members alluded to, fave that they happened to be
connefied with a fubjet of public difcufion. 1 have al-
ways confidered it the privilege of every Englilhman to ani-
madvert on public mesfures; and the conduét of public men ;
but on looking over the paper in queflion again, I find that
I have erred ; I beg to exprefs my contrition, and I throw
myfelf on the mercy of this honorable Houfe; this Houfe
of Commons, which. as an important branch of the Confli-
tution, has always had my unfeigned refpett.”

The Speaker then addrefled the Houfe, and put the

ueflion ;

¢ That John Gale Jones, having now acknowledged
himfelf to be the author of the paper in queflion, was guilty
of a grofs violation of the privileges of that Houfz.”

The queflion was carried nem. con.

Mr. Yorke then rofe and faid, that after the vote juit
Paﬂcd, he thought it impoflible the Houfe fhould not follow
it up by fome further refolution, which fhould'mark its own
{enle of the indignity offered to its high authority, by the
perfon how st the bar, and by making a proper example,
warn fuch perfens from raking upon ‘thein 10 comment in
fuch a way upon the proceedings of that Houfe, and the
Parliamentary <onduét of its Members. He therefore mo-
ved, that John Gale Jones, for his offence, be committed to
His Majefly’s gaol of Newgate.

Shordly afierwards, Mr. Yorke appeared prepared to of-
fer Mr, Dean’s Petition, and prefented it to the Houfe,

The petition having béen read, |

Mr. Dean, the Printer, was then called to the Bar, and
the Speaker having recapitulaied to him the nature and cir-
cumflances of his offence, told him, that in confideration of
his demeancur yeflerday, and the peculiar circumftances of
his cafe, it was the pleafure of the Houfe that he fhould be
difcharged without fees ;- and he was difcharged accordingly.

[On the 18th -March, Sir Francis Burdett, after deny-
ing the right the House of Commons had to commit Mr,
Jones, moved that he be difcharged—Dbut his motion was ne-

gatived, by a Majonity of 139. ]
O

SIR FRANCIS BURDETT.
The following extraordinary Publication appeared in Co s-
BeT’s REcisTeRr of Saturday lafl.

Sir Francis BurperT TO s1s CONSTITUENTS;
‘denying the Power of the House or CoMMONS f0
imprison the PeorLe oF EncrAND,
GentireMEN.~—The Houfe of Commons having pafled

a vote, which amounts to a declaratiou, that an Order of

theirs is to be of more weight than Magna Charta and the

Laws of the Land, I think it my duty to lay my fentiments

thereon before my Conftituents, whofe charaéler, as free-

men, and even whofe perfonal fafety, depend, in fo great a

degree, upon the decifion of this queftion—a queflion of no
lefs importance than this : whether our liberty be fhill to be
fecured by the laws of our forefathers, or be to lie at the ab-
folute mercy of a part of our fellow-fubjefls collefled toge-
ther by means which it is not neceflary for me to defcribe.

In order to give to this fubje@ all the attention to which
it is entitled, and to avoid the danger to be apprehended
from partial views and perfonal feeling, it will be advifable
to argue the queflion on its own merits, putting the indivi-
dual (however we may deplore his prefent fufferings) out of
view ; though, at the fame time, every man ought to confi-
der the cafe his own; becaufe, fhould the principle upon
which the Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons have
thoughit proper to a& in thisinflance, be once admitted, it
is impoflible for any one to conjeéture how foon he himfelf
may ﬁ {ummoned from his dwelling, and be hurried, with-

~ out trial, and without oath made againfl him, from the bo-

fom of his family into the clutches of a jailor,” 1t is there-
fore, now the ume to refift the dofirine upon which Mr,
Jones has been.fent to Newgate ; or, it is high time to ccafe
all pretenfions to thofe Liberties, which were acquired by
our forefathers, afier fo many firuggles; and fo many facrifices,

Either the Houlfe of Commons is authorifed to difpenfe
with the Laws of the Land, or it 1s not,  If the Conflituui-
on be of fo delicate a texture, fo weak a frame, fo fragile a
fubflance, that it is to be only fpoken of in terms of admira-

- tion,-and 10 be viewed merely as a piece of curious but un-

profitable workmanthip; if Magna Charta, and ail the
wholefome Laws of England, be a dead letter ; in that cafe,
the affirmative of the propofition may be admitied : but if
the Conftitution lives, and is applicable to its end, namely,
the happinefs of the community, the perfe& fecurity of the
life, liberty, and property, of cach member, and all the
members of the fociety, then the afhirmative of the propofi-
tion can_never be admitted ; then mufl we be free men ; for
we need no better fecurity, no more powerful proteflion,
for our righis and liberties, than the Laws and Conflitation,

y alleged that, you are the author thereof,— |

We feek for, and we need feek for, mothing new
for no more than what our forefathers infif )
own ; we afk for no more than what ther be
us; we afk for no more than what they, .in i

1

which fomte of then had fealed, and which the reft of them

be ¢ the Birth-nght of the People of England,” nﬁguplf;
“« rue Lawsor Enxctinp.” To thefe Laws we have

a right 10 look, with confidence, for fecurity ; to thefe Laws |

the 1nditidual How iniprifoned bas; through me, applied for
redrefs in vain, Thofe who have imprifoned him, have re-
fufed to liflen to my voice, weakly exprefling the firong
principies of the Law, the undeniable claims of this Englifh-
man’s ¢ Birth-right.” Your voice may tome with more
force, may command greater refpeft; and, 1 am not with.-
out hope, that it may prove irrefiflible, if it proclaim to this
Houfe of Commons, in the fame toné a§ the tongues of our
aoceflors proclimed to the Kings of oldy ¢ Norvmus
Leces ANGLIE MUTARI " or, in our own more clear
and not lefs ‘forcible language, * Tue Laws or Ex-

GLAND SHALL NOT BE CHANGED.” |
The Principléy® Fellow-citizens, for which we_are now

contending, .isthe fame principle for which the ﬁcople of
England have contended from the earliefl ages, and their
glorious fuccefs in which contefls are now npon record in
the Great Charter of our Rights and Liberties, and in di-
vers other fubfequent Statutes of fcarcely lefs importance.
It was this fame great Principle, which was again attacked
by Charles the Firft, in the meafure of Ship money, when
again the People of England, and an uncorrupted Houfe of
Commons, renewed the contefl ; a conteft which ended in
the Imprifonment, the Tral, the Condemnation, and the
Execution of that ill-advifed King, The felf fame Princi-

le it was, that was fo daringly violated by his fon james
the Second ; for which violation he was compelled to flee
from the jull indignation of the People, who not only ftript
him of his Crown, but who prevented that Céown from de-

{cending 10 s family.
pecfeverance, and fortitude of our anceflors, con{picuous as

" they were, were not more {o than their wifdom ; for, talk

'

this power being very frequently exercifed.

as long as we will about Rights, Liberties, Franchifes, Pri-
vileges and Immunities, of what avail are any, or all of thefe
together, if our pérfons can, at the (ole will and' command
of any man, or fet of men, be feizedon, thrown into prifon,
and there kept during the pleafure of that man, or.fet of
men? If every one of you be liable, at any time, to be
fent to jail without trial, and without oath made againfl you,
and there to be detained as long as it pleafes the parties
fending you there (perhaps to the end of your life, without
any Court to appeal to, without apy means of redrefs ; 1f
this be the cafe, fhall we flill boaft of the Laws and of the
Liberties of England ? Volumes have been written by Fo-
reigners as well as by our own countrymen in praife of that
part of our Law, which in fo admirable a manner, provides
for our perfonal fafety againil any attacks of men in power,
This has, indeed, been, in all ages, the pride of our country ;
and' it is the maintenance of this principle which enabled us
to efcape that bondage, in which all the States and King-
doms in Europe were enthralled by abandoning and yicld-
ing it up; and, we may be affured, that if we now abandon
it, the bright days of England’s glory will fet in ihe night
of her difgrace. ‘ I ;.

But, 1 would fain believe that fuch is not to be our fate.
Our Forefathers made flern grim-vifaged Prerocarive
hide his head: they broke in pieces his ftharp and mally
{word. And fhall we, their Son#, be afraid to enter the
lifls with undefined Priviieck, |alluming the Powers of
Prerogative ? |

I {hall be told, perhaps, that there is not much danger of
The {ame

apology may be made for the cxc&cifc of any power what-
ever, I do not fuppofe that the Gentlemen of thes Houfe
of Commons will fend any of you to jail, when you do not
difpleafe them. Mr, Yorke did not move for the fending
of Mr. Jones to jail, until Mr. Jones difpleafec him; but
it is pot a very great compliment to pay to any Conllituti-
on, to fay that it does not permit a man to be imprifoned,
unlefs he has done lomething to difpleafe perfons in power,
It would be difhicult, I fhould fuppofe, to find any man up-
on earth, however defpotic his difpolition, who would not
be contented with the power of fending to prifon, during
his pleafure, every one who fhould dare to doany thing to
difpleafe kim. Belides, when 1 am told, that there s little
danger that the Gentlemen in the Houfe of Commions will
often exercife this powet, I-cannot help obferving, that
though the examples may be few, their effeét will, naturally
be great and general.. At this moment, it is true, we fee
but one man aftually in jail for baving difplealed thofe Gen-
tlemen ; but, the.fate of this one man (as is the effeél of all
punifhments) will deter others from exprelling their opini-
ons of the condu@ of thofe who have had the power to pu-
nith him. And, moreover, it is in the natare of all power,
to increafe 4s it advances in age; and, as Magna Charta
and the Law of the Land have not been fufficient to proteét
Mr. Jones; as we have feen him fent to jail for having de-
fcribed the conduél of one of the members, as an cutrage
upon public feeling, what fecurity have we, unlefs this pow-
et of imprifonment be given up, that we [hall not fee other
men fent to jail for ftating their opinion refpetting Rotten
Boroughs, re{pefling Placemen,and Penfioners fitting in the
Hoiife ; or, in fbort, for making any declaration, giving any
opinion, flating any fa&t, betraying any fecling, whether by
writing, by word of mouth,'or by geflure; which may difpleafe
any of the Gentlemen affembled in St. Stephen’s Chapel?

Then again asgo the kind of punithment; why fhould
they flop at fending perfonsto jail P If they can fend whom
they pleafe to jail ; if th=¥ can keep the perfons, fo fent, in
jail as long d@s they pleafe: if they can fe¢ their prifoners
free at the end of the firft hour; or keep them confined for
feven years; if, in fhort, their abfolute Will is to have the
force of Law," what fecurity can you have that they will
flop at Imprifonment! If they have the abfolute power of
imprifoning and releafing, why may they not fend their pri-
fooers 1o York Jail, as well as to a jail in London 7 Why
not confine men 1a folitary

In all thefe contefls, the courage,

cells, or load them with chains

were ready 1o feal, with their blood, exprefs} declared 10 | . as ¢!
were ready 1o feal, wit y expreisly “is lamentable to be obliged to 3&“; Eiu iy Aol

ence fhould be openly and

|

4

and bolis? They have not gone thefe lengths yet ; but What |

-ral battle to have been fought,

| Aoole to punith, any m ot
That a power fuch as this (hould exift in any country it

fuffered to exift, and that its e
even boaftfylly avowed, in a country, whofe chi
been_its frée zonﬂituliod' of governyment, iescll':::fctgl:?x:y tm
‘monflrous t6 be believed, if the proof were not befo‘.f 00
eyes. Had the lealt doubt hung upon my mind of the i;”ur
‘galigy of the proceedings in the prefent cale, it would ba:’-
been altogether removed by the anfwers given to the ref 3
ences made by me to the Grear Luminaries of oyr La:t-
’

and to the Laws themfelves. The argument, by which [

-endeavoured 1o convince the Gentlemen o
Commons, that their afls, in the cale of l\fdrl.hjol:;uf: s
illegal, I fhall now lay before you, in a more ful] and c:re
nefled way than it could polfibly be done by the Pafliamem
tary Reporters; and, in doing this, I fhall do all tha nol:
remaios in my power towards the correflion of this as [
deem it, moll enormous abufle of Power, and moft dang’cm
of all encroachments upon the Rights acd Liberues of Eu‘,
gli(bmen.-—-l remain, Gentlemen, o
Y our moft obedient humble Servant,
; FRANCIS BURDETT,
Piccadilly, March 23, 1810.
o)
LONDON, ArriL 19. ,

Accounts have been received of the landing of Mr
M¢Kenzie, at Morlaix on Saturday lafl, for the purpofe o;'
negoutiating an exchange of prifoners of war, between our
Government and that of France, He is a Gentleman whofe
abilities are very highly fpoken of, and who has vifited all
the European, Eallern, and Weflern Courts, We hope
his mi{fion may be attended with fome hay ~v even, v

Paris papers have arrived to the 11th, and Duich to the
1 5th—They continae to entertain the abfurd ex peftationy
that peace with England muft be the confequence of Bo.
¥YAPARTE’s marrniage—Louis Bonaprar1E has return.
ed to Holland, and his wife has at length been permitted to
follow him—Bo~nararTe is difwmilfing all his old Mif-
trefles—PavierTe BorcuEsE (ci-devant Lecrerc)
will foon be fent back 1o her hufband in [taly.

The Dutch are making ative exertions to fulfil that part

of the treaty which requires that fo mapy fail of the line

fhali be at the difpofal of France.

BoNararTE is 1o carry his bride from Compiegne to
Antwerp, to [ee feveral fail of the line launched, If fhe
fhould afk him to thew her the ¢¢ Ships, Colonies, and Com-
merce’” which he was fo {ure of acquiring by his vi€tories
over her father!! | |

The accounts from Spain wear a more encouraging afpeét
than they bave done for fome time palt. We do not fee,
on the part of the enemy; in their operations againft the 1lle
of Leon, that ¢ pleafed alacrity’” which we were wont to
do. Do they find the place oo flrongly fortified bv na
ture, and too formidably proteéted by Briuth difcipline, and
and Spanifh patriotifm ? Or, are the Spaniards affembling
a force in their rear in Andalufia, which mufl not be def-
pifed 7 We hear of the enemy having been cut up in the
Sierra de la Ronda; and no doubt their evacuation of Ma-
laga, has been produced by the conviflion of their having
too widely extended their line, Romawa, having forced
the French to abandon Merida and Zaffra, has advanced to
St. Ollala, direétly in the rear,  Some letters from Cadiz
of the g1fl mention, that Romana’sand BavresTeros)s
force 1s followed by a combined Britifh and Portuguefe oue,
and that a general attack is meditated upon the enemy,—
Meanwhile we hear of the French being advanced with
25 000 men againfl Valencia. Valencia, however, is faid
to have driveh them back with fignal lofs.

‘Our Plymouth letter favs, that a veflel is atrived with
difpatches from Lord WEevLLINGTON, mentioning a gene-
But no fuch ‘advice has
been received by Government, |

APriIL 22.

Yeflerday we received a parcel of French and Duich
Papers to the 16th toft.  The conients of the former have
for the moft part been anticipated by previous arrivals, but
the latter have furnithed us with a few arucles of incerefl.

Both threats and remonfliances have been ufed with the
Spanifh prifoners of war to induce them to enter into the
French fervice, Thofe who enhift are drafied into rege
ments flationed in Germany ; the refraélery are condemneds
to labour on the public buildings, roads, &c. About 4000
are to be placed at the difpofal of the farmers and culliva-
tors throughout France,

Prince Gallitzin, who was appointed by Ruflia to bix
the line of demarcation beiween that Power and Auflng,
died at Lemberg in February. In confequence of ius
death the fulfilment of the commiflion has been delayed. .

The French Minifler of War has, in a public order, ‘u'eo
nounced the traffic which exifls between the Spanifh prifo-
.ners of war and their efcorr, It appears that a party of o
the former, amounting to 2500 men, difmifled from the
hofpitals at Bayonne, were furnithed with cloaths and other
neceflaries ; but on their march to Bourd=aux they difpt.rft
of the whole, and arrived at the latter place ncarly m
flate of nudity, : | " ,

A pumber of Swedifh and Finnith officers have, with
approbation of iheir Sovereign, entered into the French
{ervree.. | 2 e
- An article from Marfeilles mentions, on the authority of

a letier from Algiers, that the Regency of that kingdeat -

‘had declared war againfl the Bay of Tunis, and had forbid-

den, under pain of death, the fubjells or vellels of the -

‘Cr{owcr entering their ports, &c. :

“The French Charge d’ Affaires, at Conflantincple, 123

iffued orders to all the Confuls, Agents, and- others, €@

ployed in the different poris of the Levant, to return wirh

out delay 1o their refpeétive pofis, On the laoe':evolutw&

many of the individuals had removed 10 the capital.
A tremendous hail-florms otcurred on the 16th ult ™

the Jcpamacm of the Lowu'AlPo, which done very 06=
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