hrbm of Mr. Edlune, which we this day copy

ik NRMAORN, fors o © . -

acer, will fervé as doturitents o
ated in our Hiftorical Fragment,

‘ QMH fome few days‘fince. “They “will alfo open' the

¢ya of many people as to Edkine’s arran nt. It feems
thefe letiers have been in the poffefion of ovr Government
fince the 21t of Apnl lafl, ¥f not longer; as Mr. Galla-
tin’s exculpatory leter bears that dare, = Tt was thefé let-
ters which caufed the difference among the members of out
Cabinet, They quarreiled about them before the adjourn-
~ment_of Congrefs; but-itdeems 1hey had prudence and

“cunning enough to keep them from the members and from

the public. - It dppears, however, that there was an inten-
tion to publifh them much fooher, and Mr, Gallaun's piece
¢ for the Nauanal Intelligencér’” was wrrten 10 accompany

them. Whether Mr. Gallaun's apology will ‘be fausfac.

tory tothe friends of Jefferfon or not, time muft determine ;

. ===We think the developement of this affair will not be Ve-

ry fadsfablory to the pation. We fhall wait for the other
Jetters promifed by the Intelligédcer, apd ‘afiér giving the
whole, fhall make a few remarks. ln the mean time we
would tequeft our readers to give thefe letters an auenuve
perufal, ‘and bear in mind that (hefe converfations led to
the arrangement with Mr, Eifkine, a lillory of which

_ tranfattion - we fhall give in fome foture paper. :

From the National Intelligencer, Fuly 1g.

The correfpondente between Mr, Canning and Mr, Er-
fk ne laid before the Houfe of Lotds of Gieat-Britain, and
prinied by their order, contaios four lewiers from Mr Er-
ke which do not appear 1o have been publithed in any
Englith or Amercan newlpaper.—They are now publiih-
ed from a printed copy lately: put into our hands, all the
other J»apcu contained 10 that colle€lion having already ap-

peared 10 the papers, . :
(No, 8.) .

Dispatch from the Hon, David Erjkine, to Mr. Secretary
Canning. dated Wafhington. gi December, 1808. |

S1r,=~The Government and Congrefs having been quite
#t 3 lofs how to att in the prefent extraordinary and embar-
raflmg Titvatien of their pubiic affairs, and they have not
yet determined upon the meafares which they mean to pur-
fue; but 1 thiok I may ventuie 10 affure you, that the.
courfe of conduét recommended by the commitiee of-ihe

- Houfe of Reprelentatives. 1o which was referred the docu-

meats ‘mentioned in the Prefidént’s meflage 1o Congrefs,
will, in fubfiance, at leafl, be adopted for the prefent, with
certain amendments, fo as to give fome time previous 1o 1ts
going into operation, L —— B

It is not, however, denied by thofe even who have in-
troduced this meafure, that it 1s only of a temporary nature,
and that thé Uotted States may be driven to adopt a mare
decided courfe of conduct agaiufl the belligerents before the
prefent Congreéfs clofes, or at any rate foon after the meet-
ing of the hew Leglature, in confequence of the feelings
and f{entiments of the Ealtern divifion of the Unitéd States,
which has almofl univerfally exprelled a difapprobition of
the continuance of the embargo, and has” begun' to thew

{ymptoms of a determination not to endure it mach longer.

The government and party in powerunequivucally exprefs
their réfolution not te remove the embargo, except by {ub-
flituting War mealures againll both beiligerents, unlefs either
or both thould relak their refiri€tions upon neutral commerce,

Upon this {ubjé& fome important communicatidns have
been made to me by Mr, Madifon, and feveral of the mem.
bers of this government, which T will accordingly lay before
you, as I confidently believe they. were delivered from an
unfeigned defire that they mght produce the effet of lead-
ing if pollible to fome adjuftment of (heir differences with
Great-Britain, To as to enable the government and the nati-
on to exrricate themlelves from the prefent very diftrefhng
dilemma io which they are involved, -

Mr. Madifon exprelled his firm conviétion that when the
documents referred to in the Prelident’s Mellage thould be
feen by s Majefly’s government, and the correfpondences |
between their minifier in France with the French mimfler
re{petting the decrees of Beilin and Milan, fhould be deli-
berately confidered ; particularly the firong remonftrance of
Mr. Arwftrong tothe French Government of ihe 12th No.
vember, 180%. that it would be acknowledged that the Uni-
ted States had exerred all the efforts which remonflrances
eould have been {uppoled 1o be capable of producing, and
that in failure of any effeét from (hem in perfuading the
French government 10 withdraw their unjufl celinétions up-
on neuttal commesce, recourfe might have been had by the
United States to meafures of more athivity and decifion
againfl France; but that in the mean time. Great Britain

had 1ffued her Oiders 1n Couneil, before 1t was known whe- |

ther the United States would acquicice in the aggrellions of
France, and thereby rendered 1t ampolfible 1o diftinguifh be-
tween the conduct of the (wo belligerents, who had equally

commnited aggrellions aganfl the United Siates. |

He went #l{o into ail the: argumients upon that fubje&
which are detailed in his correfpondences with the Amenican
mmflersin London and Paris, as publiflied in the documents
referred to in the Prelident’s meffage, but which I do not
now. repeal, &« my objetl is merely 10 inform you of the re- |
fult of his ubfervations, which was, tHat as the world mult
be cotvinced that America had in vain 1aken all the means
in her power to obtain from G reat- Brizain and France a juf)
attention to her nights as a neutral power, by reprefentations
and remonfirances, that the would be fully juflified in Kav-
ing recourfe to hoflilities with éither belligerent, and that
{be only hefitated to do fo; from the difficulty of contend-
ing with both ; but that flic mufl be driven even 10 endea-

vour to maintain ber rights againfl the 1wo greatell powers
in the world, unlefs either of them thould relax their reflese.
rions upon neutral commerce, in which cafe the United States
would at once fide with that power agamil the other which
might continue wus aggreffions, |

Mr. Madifon obierved to me that it mufl be evident that
the Uniied Staies would enter upen meafures of hofliluy
with great reluttance, as he acknow ‘that they are not
at all-prepared for war, much lefs wuh a power fo irrefifts-

bly firong as Grear-Briain, and that nolling wouid be

-
»

~on the fame footing ;3 he did ooi preend 1o fay that this

S aliernatives were embargo of

belligerents, and therefore the al
war, He confeffed that the people of d t |
begmming to think the former alternative too paflive, and
would perhaps foon prefer the lagiegias ever Injunous «
the intevéfts and moré congenial withithe fpitit of a free people,
~ He declargd to e shat every opivion on which he afcer-
tained refpe&ling the bell interefls of his country led him to

- wifh that a good underflanding thould take place between

Great-Britain and the United States, and” that be thought
that the_ obvions advantages which would lhc'rcbg refult to
both countries were a (ufficient pledge of the lincenty of
his fentiments, .~ 23 et o
- The reafons whieh induce. me to believe that the views
and determinations of this government, as defcribed 10 me

by Macifon' ase their - real fennments, and that ibey will-|

purfue the courfe of condutt which they have marked out,

anle from 3 ‘matuce confiderdtion of the aétu?l flare of the -

affairs of (his country, the particalar ficuation of the govern-
ment and ruling patty, and from cértain private but impor-
tant communications which_hive been made to me by fome
of the members of the adminifiration, who are fincerely de-
firous of a coneiliauon with Great- Britain, I
It is evident from every thing which has lately taken plai
in this couniry, that the people at large-are defirous of hav
ing the embargo removed ; but ut ¥ alfo to be rcwlleﬂe@
from the refult of 1he eleflions throughout the United Stares,
that the prefent ruling party have a decided majonty O“h,t
people with them, and as they have pledged themfcives no
to repeal 1, while the refinittions upon their neutral righes
continue in force by bothi belligevents, without fubflituting
war meafures, and as they themlelves acknowledge ¢ that
the ulumate and only effeétual mode of refifting {uch war;,
fare, of pechifled 1n, 1s war,” and * that a permancot {uft
penfion of commerce would not properly be refiltance, but
{ubmiflion ;** 1 cannot therefore conceive that it would be
polfible for them to retraét thewr declarations, and indced;
they would. not have the power of continuing the embugg
more than fix months, and of courfe therefore they mufl
{ubflitute war meafures when it fhguld be withdrawn, unlefs
they were to abandon all the pnnciples they have laid down;’
and to change all the refolutions which they bave fo unes
quivocally exprefled. | | |
It 18 true that they might pollibly do fo, if they found
themfelves prefled by the number and firength of their op-
ponents, or by a change in thcizopmions of their majority
amongfl the people ; but itis plain from the decifion in the
Houie of Reprefentatives in Congrefs, upon the refolations
propofed by the commttee appointed (o conflider the fabjeét
of their foreign relations, which were carried by a majoruy
of eighty-four to (wenty-one, that they have not loft any
ground in the prefent Congrefs, and the refult of the elec-
tions for members of Congrefs, proves, that although they
have loft fome,  votes in the Eaflern States, that they will
have a great majority out of the whole number of the
next Congrefss, .« ~ |
For thefe reafops I conclude that the government party
could carry gloig with them the {apport of the people in the
meafures they mighe refolve to 1ake, and I havealready ex-
plained why 1 beheve they will adopt the courfe of conduét
which 1 havedefcribedn he foregoing part of this difpatch,
anfing out of the flate of the countiy and their own paru-
cular fituation, .and [ will therefore proceed to explain my,
private reafons for feeling confirmed in their opinions, and
will- have the honor of laving before you fome imporiant
communications which were made to me by fome of the

members of this government, unofficially, but with a defiie

that they might produce a favorable effeft towards a conci.!
hadon with Great-Britain, I beg leave to refer yqu 1o my)
next number, in which'they are detailed, |
I have the honor to be,
With the higheft refpe&t. Sir,
Y our moll obedient humble fervant,
D. M. ERSKINE,
PRSI , PE———
. (Nn. 0 ) ' |
Dispatch from the Hon. David Evfkine to Mr. Secretary,

Canning, dated Wafhington, 4th Dec. 1808. L
S1r,—Iu the courfe of feveral private interviews which

I had with Mr. Gallaiin the Secretary of the Treafury,
and with Ms, Smith the Secretary of the Navy, I have
collefted from them that their fentiments coincide with thofe|

of Mr, Madifon, which [ have detailed at fome length in |

the preceding number of my difpaiches, relpeting the pro- | |

per courfe of condut which ought te be purfued by the!
United Siates, in theic prefent fituation, although they had |
differed as to the propnety of laying on the embargo, as a |
mealure of defence, and had thought that it would have |
been better to have reforted to meafures of a more decided |

L

even lefs injuridus to

nature at full, but that now they had no other means left, |
but to continue it for a fhort 1ime longer, and then in the
event of no change raking place in the condué of the belli- |
gerents towards the United Siates, to endeavour to affest |
their rights againft both powers; but that «f either thould |
relax 1n cheir aggreflions, they faid they would vote for ta- |
king part with that one againfl the other which thould con-
unue its aggrelfions. , : 1
Mr. Gallatin remarked to me, that the refolutions which
were propofed by the commtiee of Foreign Relauions in
therr report to the Houfe of Repreflentatives, and which
had already palldd n the commutee of the whole Houfe,
and would perhaps foon pals into a law, feemed 1o lim to
remove two very imporiani grounds of difference with
Bruain, viz the nonamportation A&, as applicable to bher
alone, aod the Prefident’s proclamation,. whereby the fhips
of Greai-Bnitain were excluded from the ports of the United
Siates, while thofe of France were permitted to enter, bat
now. by the non.intercourfe law both powers were placed

tmeafure had been taken from any mouves of concellion 1o
Great-Britain; but as m fati thofe conteguerices followed,
he concerved that they might be confidered as remoying the

Gieas- |

ded that great as the defire s which gene
' the removal of the Embargo that the federalifls would not

bave been mofd climorous agamil the embargo,
fered their opinions as o what courfc eughs 1o be pusiisdy

x

o great cblsces to 3 nciiaion,  This b withed migy

afe, as he intimated (0 me that fuch fleps were
;:6“ d'.:ﬁ? db - Congrefs upon = vory imwrca:mf
Jett «  differences between the two countri .
have a further effeét sl
. o | ¥ | ! t to be pro.
‘to Congrels, and which he believed would pafs, 1o
interdift all Amevican veflels from receiviog on board ’an’

foreign feamen, under beavy penalties or forfeitures, and §

o

1&( already utheﬂup of war of the United Srates had bee

ordered not 1o recerve any, and to difcharge fuch as were ::
that ime on board. This fubjeél is alfo alluded (o by M
Giles, the Senator, in his fpeech, who is high in (he conﬁ.
dence of the.goveroment, aud, 1t is {aid, is 10 be M. M,.
difon’s Secretary of ,Sta_tc. - Mr, Gallauin alfo {aid, tha h;
knew that 1t was intended. by the United Stares 1o abagd,

the atfemps (o carry on-a trade with the colonies of (he bg[n
Irgerents in time of war which was not allowed ip Lime o}
peate, and to ttufl to their being permitted by the French

to.carey on fuch trade in peace fo as to enyule them 10 3

continuance of it in ume of war. . .. 9

In this manoer he obferved-all the poi,m'sf.bf" diffecences

| between Great-Bricain and the United - Siates might be

{moothed .away (was his expreffion) and that the Unireg

- States would be willing to put the intercourfe with Geqy.

Briain :“bpo_n a peifett fooung, of reciprocity, and woylg
either confent to the arrangement thac the fhips-of boih 4,.
tions {hould pay the fame duties reciprocally, or place each
other funply upon the footing of rhe aiofl favored. nanion,

,I‘havc no doubt that lbefé COMMUNICAIONS were made
with a fincere defire thit they might produce the effedt if
coperhation, becauf® it is well known that Mr. Galling
has long thought that .the reftrictive and jealous {y flem of
nen-importation laws, extra dunies, and other modes of
checking a free trade with Great-Britiin -have been-errone.
ous, and highly injurious to the interells of America; he in.
formed me, diftintily, that he had always entectarned tha
opinion, and that he had aniformly endeavoured to perfuade
the Prefident to place the ¢onduct of Great-Britain and
France towards the United States in.a fair light before the
public.. He feemed 1o check bimfelf at the moment be was
{peaking upon that {ubje&t, and I could not get him'10 ex-
pre(s himfelf more diflintly, but I could clearly collett
from his manner, and from {ome flight infinuanons, that he
thought the Prefident had afled with partiality rowards
France, For heturned the converfation immediately upon
thecharafler of Mr, Madifon, and faid that he could rde
be accufed of baving (uch & bias towards France; and re.
marked that Mr. Madifon was known to be an admirgr of
the Britifh conflitution, 10 be generally well difpofed to-
wards the nauon, and to be enurely free from any enmity
to 1ts general profperity, He appealed 10 me, whethér.[
had not obfezrved that he frequently fpoke with approbation
of tts inflitutions, its energy and fpirit, and that be was tho-
roughly well verfed in its hiftory, hteraturé and aris,

Thefe oblervations he made at that ime for the purpofs
of contrafting the fentiments of Mr. Madifon with thofe of
the Prefident, as he knew that I mufl have obferved that
Mr. Jefferfon never fpoke with approbation of any thing
that was Briufh, and always took up French topics in hrs
converfation, and always praifed the people and country of
France, and never loft an opportunity of thewing his diffike
to Great-Britain, | '

At the clofe of my interview with Mr. Gallatin, he {ad
in a famihar way ; ¢ You fee, Sir, we could fettle a treary
10 my private room in two hours, which might perhaps be
found to be as lafling as if it was bound up n ail the formals
ities of a regular {yflem ; and might be found as reciprocal-
ly ufeful as a treaty confifling of .twenty-four articles,
which .the intricate points of intercourfe mght be 1n van
attempted to be reconciled to the oppofite, and perhaps,
jealous views of felf-intereft of the re{pettive countnes.”

I have taken the liberty of detailing to you the fubflance
of this unofficial converiation with Mr. Gallann, 1n order

| to explain .to you the grounds upon which I have formed

my opinton that the members of the prefent governmem
who 1t 15 expeéted will belong alfo to the next, would be de-
firous of fetthng the differences of the United Stares with
G reat<Britain, 10 enable them to extricate the country and
them{elves from the difficulties in which they sre involved;
for it is now, I believe, determined that Mr. Gallann will
accept his prefent office under Mr, Madifon, which was at
one time doubted, The charafler of Mr. Gallatuin mull be
well known to you, tobe held in the ‘greatefl refpeét in this
country for his unrivalled falents as a financier and as a flatel-
man, There cannot [ think be any reafonable doubt en-
tertained that he is hearnly oppofed to French aggrandize-
ment, and to the ulurpations of Bonapa:te, He was an en-
thufiafl in favor of the French révolution, in the early pe-

riod of 1t, but has long fince abandoned the favourable opte

nions he had entertained refpetting 1t, and has viewed the

progrefs of France towards umverfal dominion with jealou-
{y and regret, . -

How far_the good will of this government and country -

towards Great-Britain may be worth, in the eftimation pf
his Majelly’s government, the {acrifice of the Orden
Council and of the impreflion which they might be exped-
ed o make on France, it wonld be prefumptucus in me [0

| venture to calculare, but I am thoronghly perfuaded thas 3t

THAT PRICE it might be obtained.

I bhave endeavoured, by the mofl firi@t and diligent ené
quirics into the views and flrengih of the federal pary 10
afcertain to what extent they would be willing and abie
refit the meafures of the party in power, and how far they
could carty the opinions of this coumtry along with them m
their attempis-1o remove the Embargo, without recuirniog 1o
hoftilives againfl both Greai- Batain aed France,

Upon a mature confideration of this fubjelt 1 anv pﬂftﬂ-
rally prcvalh fot

venture to recommend that 1t fhould be withdrawn, without

| propofing fowe meafures of giéater energy as a fubilraies
Some bave indeed hinted ar the propriety of at once declas

againfl France ; bur few, however, of thofe who

ring war
‘h“c ’ﬂ L) f-
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l&m; He informéd me; that a law was abouju ment of
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