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independent, and refpefizbie cle

by a majority of their fuffrages,

ed j¢ with i
an honor at this period increaed by the exifling flate of ovr

Mic‘a‘iin, I have accepted the impertant wull, with that

i

the office of their fupreme executive mag:firae,

getitode, which is due 1o foch diftingortbed confidence ;

' Q; with that diffidence, which is fearful to do wrong ; and with
that folicivude, which is infeparable fiom a fincere defire to

& ﬁ‘bl. - ; ¢
In chis enlightened age of the world the criteria for judg-

i ib*of rulers, are their meafures, not their profeffions ; hofe

only then, whofe conduét is candid, upright, and honorable,
can enjoy, either the happinefs of confcious refirude, or
the plealing expeétation, of the approbation, efleem, and
fupport of their fellow citizens. ,;fnd fhould their rule be
mecitorious, how often do gircomftances of a public nature
occur, ‘which leave to goveroment @ ghoice only of evils;
deeply affetling the feclings and intefells of the people, and
producing jealoufies, difcontents and oppefition. .

. Such of late has been the flaze of our natienal concerns,
and the confequent divifions bave exhibited prefpeéls of fe-

. Tious alarm—<is it not the duty of the Truflees and Guardi-

mof't? ineflimable rights and hberuies of x?ipeople, to
deflroy if pollible this gesm of political confulion, and at the

fhrine of public afety, honor, and welfare, 10 faciifice all

Private'and Jocal views, prejudices, and difcordant pallions ?

If I have formed a jolt eflimate ‘of the charaflers whom
I addrefs, thére cannot exifl a folitary doube, that in a pur-
fuit {o deeply intereiling to the publie, regardiefs of pohui-
cal diftinthons, they will co-operate with me, in auaining
thele important obje€ls ; and to fecure fuccefs, let the man-
tle of frendfhip be drawn over palt obnoxious meafures, and
our exertions be direfled 1o prevent their repetition,

Whatever, may be the points of difference between par-
ties, in this they will undoubtedly agree, that union is the
vital principle of Bberty : for as weli 'may the phyfical bo-
dy have a being without air, &s the body-politic of our re-
public, withcut that principle. |

- From time immemorial, the fuccefsful maxim of ambition
has been *“ to divide and conqier :” and even free govern-
ments bave fo far fap@lioned i1, for preventing the union,
and preferving the fubordination of their colonies, as 1o dif-
feminate jealoufies amongfl them.

Such was. the policy of Great-Britain for retaining the
colontes which firft forméd the United States; a policy
which i the early period of iheir feparation from her, ex-
ﬁ:fed them to imminent danger, and was. their moft formi-

ble foe, ’ “

But the good fenfe of the colonifls prevailed ; and with
a population pot exceeding two millions of inhabitants ; with

exccutives ‘and jodiciaries, almoft wholly oppefed to them ;

with regal trobps, in their fortreffes, cities and principal
towns, to awe and controal them ; with few arms, and muli-
tary flores; and without public funds, or an organized go-
vernment to conduét their operations; they adopied this
gotto, * United we fland, divided we fall ;* and tﬁcir uni-
on, fuccefsfully commeoced, and triumphantly . terminated
the rewolationary war, Had a party fpirit then prevailed,
it would have been fatal; it would have plunged the patri-
ots into the abyfs of irretrievable fervitude ; 1t would bave
exchanged their exalied ftation of man, for that of fenlelefs
Automata—and even cemented as the United States now
are, by excellent federal and flate conflitutions, if the iavi-
fible hand of foreign influence, or if deep-rooted domeftic

prejudices and animolities fhould obtain the afcendancy, they F

will too laté difcover that the loss of union; is the loss of

{iberty : for however remote we ate from foreign nations,’

or lulled by profpefls of their friendfhip, thould our union
be defiroyed, intefline wars muft enfue, and foon convert
this beautiful, populous, and culiivated country, into a bar-
yen, depoputlated wafle, ' - | ,

But will not foreign powers, viewing as/they do thefe
flourithing comuwercial ftates with the invidious eje of com-
petitors, feize the firll favourable opportunity, for deftray-
ing their competition P And with what eafe will they effeét
it, fhould one feceding feftion of the confederacy, requiring
an equal number to oppof:
nation to refift foreign invalion ? }

If we take a view of the 1wo gigantic combatants of Eu-

, France an@*Great-Britain ; nations to whom all others

are mofl indebred for their progrefs in arts and fciences, and
for thole uicful dlfcoveries and 1mprovements which adern
fociety and ¢ humao happinefs; nations unnvalled
by land and by {ea; who in their confhifts have nearly de-
-firoyed thg independence of continental Europe, and threat-

‘enthat of the other quarters of the #lobe ; if we refleét on
the mealures of ‘heir mghty goveroments, we cannot 100

‘deeply regret that thiey ‘have loft fight of theit own dignity
and hopor : Or why do they not apply the powers entrufi-
ed by Diviae Providence, to complete, not the mife-

1y, but the happinefs of man ? Why do they not immorta-

:?e their fame by recording it, not on the forrowful 1ombs
laughtered millions, not oh the defolate ruins of mourn-
ful priocipalivies, ki gdoms and empires—but on the brilli-
ant pages of illéflrious philanibropifis—on the durable an-
pals of the grear, the go v, the God-like benefaflors of may ?
To the civilized world. the anfwer is'a fubje@ of the decp-
eft regrec and grief.—Inord gate ambition and power alhes
on the-land, allies on the octan, are as infatiable and uo-
merciful as the relentlefs grave.  Unparalelied wealth, agri-
culture, manufa@ures and commerce, but furnith endlefs
mag2zines of fuel 1o feed the u
on: and power, lawlefs and bouadlefs power is on both fides
wmplicitly obedient to her fovereign will.  Obligations of
gvery kind, political, moral and religigus, arifiag from the
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lunteer, in a common caufe, to dmmm«l‘a Ane
King 10?7 Great-Britdin in return has charged France with
the fabrication’ of (his-as a pretext to coxer her deep defigns
of upiverfal domination, Nei

B

: viﬁratiig.Maﬂtg towards tl ¢

. e m | - BEi "-’ ;'e
declared that both are in the right, ‘“.L)d\:zin the wrong— |

and the United States, ever careful 1o offend neither, have,
with uniform folicirude, cultivated the fiiendfhip of each.
May their laudable endeaviurs be crowned with menrit-
ed fuccefs! | - i A L T : |

France, previoufly to her revolurion
of years, trembled at the rod of mighty Britdia:
pardlelled event has reverled the [cene, and'Frdnce threatens
the overthrow of her great enemy. The
on has jo {ubflance, if notin form, declarged it, - I
that great arbiter of the EiRt, is a moft fogmidable. foe :—
His equal is not to be found in the anmals of man, Other

_monarchs have been flyled® great ; but as a Ratéfman and

e it, leave but a remnant of the

nquenchable flame of ambiti-

|

}

1o keep the militia in @1 unorgani

warriof, he is fuper-cminent, * He is a prodigy of human
nature, He is viewed by his enemies as a comet of the

firft magnitude ; at a diftance, they admire the awful gran- .

deut of both, bat the approach of either they dread, as the
precurfor of cerrain deflruftion, oy

Thus unhappily circomflanced is Great-Britain, and the
views her faféery 1n war. She conceives that by a peace
her great and only narional fafeguard, her Navy, mull be dif-
mantled ; that her numerous foreign Seamen will return with
joy ‘to their native fhores ; that her national feamen, 1n part,
will be compelled to feck employmeht abroad ; and that,
wher imperious necellity fhall again require ber navy, in
its prefent vigorous llate, an event which would rapidly fol-
low, the measure would be impraéticable, and the result her
congueft. Her eagle-eyed flatefmen aél on this principle,
and have declared 1t. * They bhave even declared that 2 peace
mufl eflablith their national fafety ; and this they view is a
political impolfibility. | . K

QOun the party then, of the United States, will not
policy look forwird to the continuance of a war, in the par-
ticipation of which they have been, and will continue to
be in danger, ' |

Each of thefe tremendous powers, irefcnts ifelf at differ-
ent times to United America, with the:affeted attachment
of a difinterefled admirer,  But are they not difingenuous
and inexorable competitors ?  And however impartially fhe
may conduét towards theny, when"either merely fuflpetls
that fhe favors the other, is not.a jealous phrenzy thereby
excited, urging the decree of American deftruélion P In fuch
imminent danger, is theré pot ap indifpenfable necellicy
of union ? : |

Shall we not then cordially invite the ather great depart.
ment of our goverament; the judiciary, containing our lu-
minaries of law, the able and learned counfellors and prac-

tioners at the bar—our refpeélable and pious inficu€lors, the -
4 ment for removing it ?

clergy, whofe love of country and promotion of union du-
ring the revolution, it a pledge of their fupport—the citi-
zens of the other learned profeffion, who, at that eventful
period, in patriotifm and prowefs were inferior to none—
our refpeflable and ‘wealthy farmers, merchants, manufaétu-
cers and mechanics, whofe ruin would be-completed })y in-
tefline commotions, fhall we not invite them all 1o ald in
the prefervation, of our union 4

Will net this defirable meafure, if commenced by go-
vernment, be fupported by the conftitutional fovereigns of
the land, the people ? Will not every friend to his country
recolle@ the facred truth, * that an houfe divided againfl
itfelf cannot fland ?’? - Will he not determine for himfelf 1o
relinquith a party fyflem, and the praftice of mifreprefent-
ing, and unjufllv reprobating his political opponents 7 Will
he not magnanimoufly impute to his fellow citizens in oppo-
fition, a miftaken zeal and patriotifin, and cordially embrace
them ? Will he not difcountenance every attempt to wound
the dignity of the prefs, that great paHadium of hberty,

when urged to proftitution and abufe. And will not inter-

nal peace and happinels, will not order at home and refpec.
tability abroad, be thus again reflored to this great and re.
(pe€table State ? |

Wathington, the immortal Wathington, by his farewell
addrefls on_ the fubje€t, an addrels, worthy of record on 2
tablet of adamant, calls on you in firains of irefiftable elo-
quence to preferve your National Union,

The great and good Adams, with his capacious mind and
extenfive influence, follows the bright example of the father
‘and friend of his country to preferve that ineflimable blel-
fing. And nidy we not hope that Divine Providence, fo
ofien our Almighty friend i diftrefs, will afford us eid and
{upport, and grant an happy iffue? :

The next objeét of imporiance, to which, Gentiemen,
(permit me to call your attention, is the Miliva, Unprepa-
red to enfer into details, my obfervations muft be general.
The miluia is the great depofitary of our Liberty and In.
dependence—=it is ihe firfl and lafl hope of our country.—
Let the militia be ineflicient, and fudden will be our wranh-
tion o flavery, ‘ '

Previoully to the revolution, the greatefl care was taken
' and torpid flate, In.
deed, 10 this and other provinces, patriotic exertions were
made with litle c‘c@.loiﬁ:k’aﬁ S:is flavifh policy. But
the provincial ezecutives always oppoled to the interell of
the , appoinied militia” officers, - fubfervient to regal
-purpofes: J when war with the Mother Country was in-
evitable, oné of the firlt important meafures adopted, was
the re-organization of the whole militia, - Since that peri-
od, this flate by its own authority, and afterwards in fubor-
dination 1o the Federal Government, have paid a marked
attention to the fubjet.  The refult bas done honor to bath
Governments ; their meafures have ‘excited that marsial {pi-
rit, whick merits every attention and encouragement,
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invaders— A country, the bitﬁ-w

g thufe moll dear to them.

- Such materials for oﬁeerund privates, mnot;:‘é’;;eeded,

~and clad, they are in this ffate as well difciplined'

ture of the che at prefent will admir, %ﬁ ol s
ble, to complete their difcipline? And is it not an objeft
~ worthy of every. attention, gnd,nﬁ&te expence? -
. The revolutionary army, for feveral years after it was
formed, was but an eflablifhed militia; and yer never was
% army. compofed of more meritorious officers and»fa'i“'.i.l.,
It is deeply 10 be regretted, °that their fervices were ot
’ better rewarded. Their exertions to arnain ds&,plm. Q,“

them ‘great honor; but until the arrival of a difciplinarian
from the fawiily of Frederick the Great, the mealure was
impraéticable. By his {kill, militdry order fprang out of
donfufion, American corps were foon equal, if not‘fupcrioc
to veteran enemies, and thefe were convinced that our Pe.
deral grounds, were too facred 10 be ‘trodden by foreiga
invaders, '
" Should meafures be purfued with [uccefs in all the States
to attain this very important objeél, ‘and:pur union, unim.
paired and confirmed, be fupported by a completely difci
plincJ militia, then may the Ugroi'md States, in their defence,
bid defiance to the world, and reft in fafety, ‘
I feel, Gentlemen, the obligarion of duty, to turn your
| attention, for a moment, to the Federal Government.
| .« Previoufly to the Revolution, when clouds colle@ed and

adverfaries, that our federal league % would be a fope of
fand.”” This, in'a great degree wis véiified by the form
of the confederation. The change from that to the Federal
Conftitution, applied powerfully 10 the feelings and intere
efls of the community at large, and produced the necefliry
of an acc_ommodgﬁon. This, having been wifely adopted,
and the requifite amendments having been (an@ioned, a fyf-
tem of Federal Government exifls, which embraces the ‘gc'-
ﬁ neral, and nearly the univerfal approbation of the people,
U The firft Candidate for Prefident, united the public fof-
frages : but in regard to his fucceflors, divifions enfued, te.

l ing ‘the refult of the different territorial, commercial and po-.

litical views and interells of the flates ; which in the begin-
ning had little or no atlivity. The peace, order and dig-
# nity which, neverthelefs, prevailed in the Federal eleGions,
ate the highelt panegyrics on the people, and on the form
of their Government, - \
We have in the Federal chair a Prefident, whofe enligh-
tened mind, and whofe moral, focial and political wirtues
'quélify him in a fuper-eminent degree, for that impertant
flation, If any nauion can boaft of a Chief Magiftrai® with
fuperior qualities for promoting public happinefs, it is not
“within the recolleflion or knowledge of the perfon addrefs
fing you, Of what confequence is it, whether a Prefident
was born on this, or on that fide of Potomac ? Are not the
United States one great political Family ; exquifirely alive
10 the leaft common injury, and to the conduét of Govern-

When we confider alfo the refpe@able charatlers which
fill the other great executive offices, and thofe of the legil-
lative and judicial departments, are they not, fo far as cha-
rafler bas a claim, jullly entitled (0 our highefl refpeét, con-
fidence and fupport ? From men let us turn obr attention to
meafures; let us view the conduét of the Federal Govern-

' ment, fromt the firft burft of the Gailic Volcano, to this

day ; let us look at them on the honorable ground of peu-
trality, charged 10 turn, by each belligerent, wirth mean
degrading paruiality, and repelling with-digoity, the unpro-
voked attack. See our Federal rulers, robed in jullice
| and honor, whilfl Europe, convulifed to the center, hasb?
in one great blaze of war, preferving, for a feries of yeats,
their unoffending Stdte,,in Peace! Behold them, in the choice
of unavoidable evils, flruggling with the impatience and
affliétions of the people, under the painful, but indifpenfa-
ble operation, for preferving the vual fluid of the nation,
their aflive proverty ! And then let us declare the correlt
judgment of candour and truth on the candu& of ous Go-
vernment, | ,
Whillt we adwit, that there is no perfe8ion in humas
nature, and that the grearefl men do ofien err ; let us not con-
Mfirue ghe errors of honefl funtionaries into crimes; let us
| place in the oppofite fcale, their meritorious aéts, and at
| lealt give them full credit for the balance, When this is
done, may we not with tryth declare, that the Federal Go-
veenment have done well, and are good and faithful fervants
of the public? |
The provifions, made by the Conflitution and laws for

‘ and affuredly will be by government, cannot fail to auan
their deficable obje€ls. They are the true and only fources

what is man ? A'living fepulchre, with a fair and deceitful
exterior, and an impure and polluted mied ;—and powc‘
of them, is he not * the noblefl work of God P! How 1@<

portant then 1o fociety, is the patronage of government &8

the iflitution and (upport of fchools, academies and @W?
Thefe are the inexhauflible fountains of true piety, mosaliy

and literature ; and the folid foyndation of libeny, oau'o,d

honor, and public happinefs.

In she channels of bufbandry and commeree, flows in '

great meafure the aflive property of this State, Thele

nacural allies, the aid of ooe, is indifpenfable to the othets ;

and u is fortunate for both, that there is a coincidence of
friendfhip and interefl between them. They are the great
piilars of this Commonwealth, and not a right of either oughé
to be invaded, or impaired, whilll the, in fub'oré;“tiﬂ o
the general gavernment, has an arm to protefl them, . -
Indoflry and ceconomy, thofe great fources of wealth,

cannot be too much enconraged and fupporied, Hupply

for this country, they in.numerous inflances, are inliled i

a

ut is itnot’gg..

portended a pol’iticaltcfr:;tﬂ,‘ it was predified by miniflenial

the eflablithment and promotion of litgrature, religion, mo-
rality, and the focial virtues, fupported, asthey have beemy

of prefeot and future happinefs. Without thefe qualitiesy. -
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