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Interefling particulars concerning Spain, and the charac- 
©, - vter of its, Inhabitants. | 

The important political events which are at this moment 
drawing upon Spain the attention of the world, will, we 
prefume, render the following particulars relative ‘to that 

country, and its inhabitdnts acceptable to the majority of 
our readers :— 

Spain is fitvated between the 86th and 44th degrees of 
north latitude, and between: g degrees of eall and § degrees 

of well longitude from London, . The greatefl length from 

well ta eat is about 600 miles, and the breadth from north . 

to fouth upwards of 500 ; thus forming, if we include Por- 

togal, almoft a compat iquare, furrounded on all fides by 

the fea except where the Pyreanean chain forms a grand 

patural barrier againfl France. Spain contains about 
143,000 fquare miles, and thirteen mullions of inhabitanss, 

ourgoing has obferved that the divifions of Spain re- 
ceived in maps and books of geography, are little known in 
rallice. The three provinces. of Builcay, Navarre as a 

ey and the Auflurias as a principality, form a flate 
apart, which peither admit cuflom houfes nor intendants, or 

fcarcely any appearance of fifcal government. Thele pro- 
vinces are of very unéqual extent, thofe of Callile being the 

kingdom of Gallicia, the provinces of Burgos, Leon, Za- 

mora, Tig de Eftremadura, Palencia, Valladolid, Se- 

vila, Toro, Toledo, Mancha, Murcia Guadalaga- 

ra, Cuenca, Soria, Madrid, and Andalufia, which compsi- 

fes four provinces decorated with the title of kingdoms, 
which they bore under the Moors, namely, Seville, Cordo- 

‘va, Jaen, and Granada., The four provinces of the crown 

of Arragon are, the kingdom of Arragon, the kingdom of 

Valentia, the principality of Catalonia, and the kingdom 

of Majorca, | 
The climate of Spain bas beco delervedly praifed as 

equal, if not fuperior to that of any other country in Eu- 

rope ; but in the fouthern provinces, the hat is infalubrious 

and malignant fevers fometimes {weep off great numbers. 

The chains of mountains which interfeft the country at dif- 

ferent intervals, contribute io temper the climate, and {up- 

ply cooling breezes. In the fouth the (ea breeze agreeably 
diverfifies the heat of the fummer, and in the northern pro- 

vinces the feverity of the winter is allayed by the proximi- 

ty of the ocean, which geoerally fupplics gales that are ra- - 

ther humid than frofty, 
The face of the country, though it exhibits a great num- 

ber of unproduétive traéls, is in general delightful abound. 

ing in fragrant paflurage, vine-yards and groves of orange- 

trees, and the hills and wafles, themlelves being clothed 

with wild thyme, rofemary, and, lavender, Its principal 

produttions are,—wool fo highly elie for the excellence 

of its quality, filk, oil, wine, and fivits, The fugar cane 

thrives in. this country and it might fupply all Europe with 

{affron ; fomach, an ufefal arucle in: the preparation of 

morocco leather, abounds in the mountains of Granada; 

the maflic, the palm, the cedar, the cork tree, and cven 

cotton and pepper grow in many patts ; the fuperb Ameri. 

can aloe, which is in England one of the mofl magnificent or- 

naments of our gardens, grows bere without culuvation, and 

forms whole hedges. The rivers and fireams of Spain are 

numerous, and the chains of mountains give a grand varie- 

ty to the profpeét of the country. © | : 
The revenues of the crown amount to five millions and 2 

half fterling ; but it is calculated that not above onte million 

flerling enters the coffers of the King. The finances are 

badly regulated, and the public debt aw rp | 
In 1794, the military eflablifhment of Spain confilled 

“of 114,000 men ; but at prefent it is thought aot to exceed 

80,000, a great portion of whom have been dfawn by Bo- 

naparte out of the country. Of late years Spain has paid 

great attention to her navy, which bas however been crip-, 

led in the recent warfare with Britain : the wg; 9g the 

Foe can now fcarcely be computed at more than y. 

The Spanith Monarchy, previous to the recent’ revoluti- 

on, was in every fenfe ablolute. The power of he arilio- 

cracy has of late years been greatly abri ged, chiefly by the | 

influence of the royal favonte Prince of Peace. In 

puriuance ol fame fyflem, the Cortes, or {upreme coun
- 

cils, which 
ment of England, bave been for fome time abolifhed. 

Bamber of nobles and grandees, nominated by the King. 

High Water. 

fled an autherity greater than the Parlia- 

¥ 

The Junta itfelf, a fort of Cabinet Council; -confifts of the 
firfl Sectstary of State, and three or four other Miniflers, 
who direfted evéry thing to the will of the King, or latter- 
ly of the favourite, Sa Bide he de 
"The only religion tolerated in Spain is thé Roman Ca- 
tholic, In ecclefiaftical matters the King is fupreme ; he 
nominates all Avchbithops and Bifhops. He taxes the re- 
veoues of the clergy, and po papal bull can be publithed 
without his approbation, PS Gr 

There is no doubt but climate has an influence over the 
various charafleriflic difpofitions of nations ; but, to deduce 
from this alone the origin of fefious and melancholy confli- 

tutions, is an error demonflrated by*fafls, which every in- 
dividual is at liberty to verify, The climate of England is 

damp and foggy ; this is the caufe of that {pleen an tacitur- 

nity which prevail in the Englith nation, according to the 
opinion of the French ; but the climate of Spain and Tur- 
key is light, the fky {erene, and the fun zlways refplendent ; 
‘heverthelels, the Turks and the Spaniards are filent, dull, 
,and thoughtful, The climate of Sweden and of Peterfburgh 
is cold, foggy, and damp, yet the Swedes and Ruffians are 
as lively as the French, | | isi 

It is well afcertained that high degrees of civilization far 
from facilitating the expefiation and difplay of great ‘charac- 
ters, “tend only to refrain them within the bounds of efla- 
blithed cuflom. The paffions are walked by forms, and by 
thofe deceitful manners which are qualified by the denomi- 
nation of politenefs and bon ton.. The inhabitants of the 
country, or mountains particularly, whofe manners. are 
harfh and rufticated, have more opénnefs and -fincerity of 
difpofition. In cities, the great {prings of the foul lofe their 
elaflicity, and a length have neither play nor firength, : 

But tofeturn to the Spaniards, What nation ip the 
known world has a more ardent imagination, a more acute 

and penetrating wit? What people are more fery, more 
enthufiaftic, and more conflant in their undertakings? No 
obfacle ean difcourage them ; if any offer, they behold them 
coolly, and furmount them by dint of patience, ~ The for- 
refs of San Fernande, commonly called Figueras, was 

overlooked by three mountains, two of which were within 
gun-fhot, and the third within reach of Bombs, Had Fi- 
gueras belonged to the French, or any other nation, they 
doubtlefs would have décided that it was beft to forufy thele 
three mountains, ‘and thus prevent the approach of an €ne- 
ny to the fortrefs. The Spaniards thought it more vs 

to lower the mountains § twoare already reduced below the fire 

of the placeyand they are at work in levelling down the third. 

The government thought proper to dig a port at Tarrago- 
na, a city in Catalonia, Tarragona is fituated in the cen- 

tre of a bay that forms a femi-circle ; flecp rocks line the 

fhore all along, and they decided to drive the fea further off ; 

a mine was fprung in confequence of that decifion, and a 

rock being thereby detached and thrown forward, they for- 
med a jetty about fix thenfand feet in length, under which 

fhelier their men of war have already pafled the winter in 
fafety, Itis intended to gain about four hundred yards 

- more, and by the conflant labour of feven hundred gailey 
flaves, a work will be completed which alone would efla- 
blifh the glory of the age. But Tarragonaisin Spain, and 
the Spaniard who conflantly aims at what is afeful, labours 
without oftentation, and cares but little for the vapor called 
vanity. He does not publith wonders, ds nations have done 

before they were undertaken ; their uulity alone diflinguifhes 
them after they are completed. 
feet a day are conquered from the fea by the excrions of 
thefe feven hundred galley flavas. | 2% 

It is deferving of remark in the Spanith charaller, thata 
“nation wiih carries paflion to a degree of phrenzy, is, fn its 

intercourfe With the fex, moft open-hearted and fincere.— 
The Spaniard poffefles a brave and manly fpirit; he {peaks 

to his Prince with refpeét, but likewife with 2 freedom that 
belongs to the proper dignity of man; a digotiy of which he 
is fully confcious, and which foreigners confound with pride. 
"The Spaniard is proud ; but his pride does not incline 

him to infolence and arrogance ; he does not exprefs much, 

buf he is fincere in what he does exprefs ; he makes no {lew 
of politenels, but his benevolence proceeds from the heart; 

he is compaflionate and kind, and difplays no oflentation in 
“his mode of doing good. 

The Spaniards are thought to be grave : but gravity is 
. 

the mark of nations and perfons who think, and preferve 

Ic is reckoned that three | 

p 

/ 

{ 

{ 

their own dignity ; and gravity does not exclude gaiety.— 
Whoever has fzen them dance the fgndango and valero, 
mult have inferred that they are not alwaysgrave. Toralk 
is the refult of imperious oecellity among the French; it ts- 

‘an error of vanity and good manners ; to be filet is reckon- 

ed a fign of pride and flupility. The fuccefs of man in 
fociety is calculated according to the quantity of words 

which he vueis. In a quarter of an hour a Frenchman, 2 

Futon purist, mk | 
tation of a clever fellow, review all the news of the day, 
from politics down to fathion, explain the fyficms of cabi- 

war, but above all he mi got fail 10 mention 

pif he wifhes 10 acquire the repu- 
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Rolandeau’s fong, and the tragic merits of Mademoifelle 
Georges or Duchefiiois; thus qualified he may be deemed 
an accomplithed and a fenfible man! The flegmatic Spani- 
ard calculates and {peaks deliberately ; be follows without 
vivacity the plan which he has formed, but he follows it 
fleadily, and finifhes what the Frenchman but begins, The 
Spaniard does not always perform great things, but he ne- 
ver undertakes ufelefs ones. Silent by difpofition, concen 
trating his ideas, he acquires the greater neatnefs of thought 
and propriety of csodlion. It requires four French fen- 
tences to convey an idea which the Spaniard will expres in 
one. It might be afferied ‘that a Spaniard has thought 
more in one year than a Frenchman during bis whole life. 

It has been generally faid that the Spaniards are lazy 3 
but on what is this affertion founded ? On the little alivie - 
ty obferved among the Caflilians, Go into Gallicia, and 
there you will learn that 60,000" Gallicians yearly quic 
their province and fpfead as far as Andalufia, They fet 
out in May, and return in September, fome brings’ back 
from four to five pounds flerling. Thirty thoufand like- 
wife go yearly into Portugal, to labour in the harveft and 
vintage ; they .alfo bring back the earnings of their labour, 
Their countrys enriched with their induftrious periodical 
emigrations. Vifit Bifcay, Navarre, Arragon, Catalonia, 
Valenti, Andalofia, and in general the mountainous pro- 
vinges in Spain, with all thofe contiguous to the fea, and 
then ‘charge their aftive and induflrious inhabitants with 
idlenefs if you can, The native of Caflile 1s indolent, his 
national charafler is otium cum dignitate ; but Caflile is 
but one among many ; it ought not to be taken for the 
whole, when you with to be a fair and impartial judge, 
The aboriginal Spaniard is aftive and apt to labour and ins 
dofliy, We confefs that the Spaniard who defcends from 
the Vifogoths has not that ardour -andiaptitude which dif- 
tinguifhes the native Spaniard, © The'Caft:lian 1s lazy, itis 
true, but his indolence and lazinels proceed rather from his 
pene to.ancient cufloms; a ridiculous paruality indeed, 
ince it proves prejudicial to fociety. - From an immemorial 

*lapfe of time, the moll arduous labours, thofe of agriculiure 
are, in Caflile, allotted to that fex which nature has deflined 
to alleviate the moral land phyfical painsof man; you fee 
women in the fields ploughing and fowing the wkd while 
the men wrapped up ib their cloaks, are batking 10 the fun 
in public places (lo mando el sol); and this 1s their only 
‘occupation, 

To encourage women in the praflice of thefe agricultu- 
ral labours, the ancient Caflilians inflicuted a diftribution of 
prizes. They thus, out of pride; recompenfed that dili. 
gence which encouraged their-indolence and floth, This 
feflival is abolithed, but the Caflilians are fhil lazy. 

The celebrated author of the Cartas Merucéas, Colonel 
“Don Jofeph de Cadahalfo, in a critique on his own coun- 
trymen, fays, ¢ There are a great many of them who rife 
late, take their chocolate very hot, and duink cold water af. 

’ terwards ; drefs, go to market, purchale a couple of chick- 
ens ; hear mafs, return to the market-place ; walk about for 
a fhort time, enquire the chit chat news, return home, dine 
very flowly, wake their afierncon nap (fiefla), rife again, 
walk in the fields, return home, take réfrefhments, go into 
‘company, play, return at night, fay their prayers, {yp, and 
go to bed.” 3 

But what country has not its loungers, fuch as thofe who 
at Paris frequent the Thuilleries, the Champs Elylees, the 
Palais Royal ; in London New-Bond-flreer, St. James's 
fireet, Piccadilly, &c. &c. whofe chief morning occupation 
is a confultation with the boot-maker,, or tayjor, and whofe 
evening employment is, at Paris, the play houfe, Frefcau, 
and La Roullette; in London, the tavern; the theatres, 

houfes of ill fame, or gaming clubs, Of thofe three modes 
of idling time away, the Spanifh mode is the leaft pernici- 

ous; but who would think of judging the Englilh or the 
French from thefe particular inflances? There are in every 

country perfons who confume their days in futile occupati- 

ons, and kill time in every way they poflibly can, 
"The Spaniards is faid to be ignorant ; we think 1t has 

been pretty well afcertained that Spain has produced her 

lit of learned perfons in various branches, Asto the low- 

er claffes you very feldom meet with an individual of the 

meanell extrafliog®ut who knows how to read or write; 
and we doubt much whether among perfons felefled through. 

out afl Spain, an inflance of fuch marked ignorance as that 

exhibited by a Deputy to the French Legiflative. Allem- 

bly ; who, in one of bis enthufizflic fits on the means of prof- 

perity which France poflefled independeat’ of her colonies, 

exclaimed with an emphafis, “ Have we not the Orleans 

sugar #”" Had this exquifitc Legiflator fpoken in Spain, 

he might have fad, with more reafon, * Have we not the 

Malaga sugar?” Three fourths, per ; of the perfons 

who read this account are ignorant that on the continent of 
Europe, on the fouthérn coal of Andalufia; in fhort, at 
‘Velez Malaga, the fugar canes profper, and yield as good 
and as fine fogar as thole of Jamaica or of St. Domingo, We have faid that the Spaniards charafleriftic features 
were as firongly marked as thofe of Esglifbmen ; we men- 
‘tioned, for example, the anachmen - t which he has prefepved 


