 to declare War againfl the Emr |
equence Z that Invafion, and the. subsequent
ion of War made afte ' the Report Qf...fh‘Mt
, of Fortige Relaiomipl '+ of § 3 34 2
" #The Coutt of Portugal; after having kept a filénce
# {uitable to the difficolt circu

S SN

| ances in which it was ﬂ,!“da

“#nd fo the moment when the feat of Government was efla-
 bhiiflied, cobceives that it owes to its dignity .and rank
’Moﬁd other Powc,r:’ z faithful “:\Ab'lzﬂ;:{: cxpoﬁ",wd ion b:f
jts co ported by inconteflible in order that
mm‘tg’ &m&iﬂm and alfo the moft diftant pol-
terity, may judge of the purity of iss conduél and the prin-
ciples it has adopted, as well to avoid the fruitlefs effufion
of the blood of its people, as becaufe it could not perfuade
itfelf that folemn treaties, of whieh it had M the bur.
:nfom of France, ‘could becomen,
of & Government,,

thenfome condifions in favour
whofe immoderate and .incommenfurable ainbition. has

:p s,.and which as but 100 much opened the eyes
perfons moft prejudiced in its favour, It is.ubt ininvec-
' ufelefs menaces; that-the Court of |

tives, or in yain.and
Portugal will raife its voice from the midfl of the new Em- j
pire which it is about to ereaze ; it is by true and autheriiy
falls, explained with the greatelt fjmplicity and moderatjon;™
that #t will make known to Europe and its fubjecis ali That
it |has. fuffered ; that it will excite the attention of thofe who
amay Ml defive not to be the vi€tims of fo unbounded an
ambition, and who may feel how much the future fate of
Portugal, and the ceflitution of its States, invaded without
a declaration of war, and in the midfl of a profound peace,
ought 1o be of confequence to Europe, 1f Europe ﬁ
ses 1o fee. revive the fecurity and independence of

Powers-which formerly compofed a fpecies of republic that
balanced it{elf;, and aintained an equilibrium. in all its dif-
ferent;parts, -An appeal 10 Providerice if the confequence
of this expoﬁtion, and a religious Prince fecls all the impor-
tance of it, fince guilt cannot always remain unpunifhed,
and ufurpation and violence enfeeble and confume them- H

felves by the continual efforts they are obliged to employ.
& The Court of Portugal, though it faw with regret the
French Revolution begin, and deplored the fate of the vir-
tuous King with whom it'was connefied by the elofefl Vs
of blood, did not take any part in the war which the conduét
of the madmen who then reigned (by the confefhion even
of the prefent Government) forced all Governments to de-
clare againft them ; even when it fent fuccours to Spain for !
the defence of the Pyrenees, it always endeavoured to pre-
ferve the moft perfeét neutrality, - ‘
“ In the year 1793, the French Ggyernment fent a I
* Minifler 16 the Court of Portugal, who was reccived with
. the utmoff refpeét, but” who was not acknowledged ; for
neither the principles of the law of nations, nor of public
law, authorized Government to acknowledge extraordi

changes, unlels they were known to be legitimate ; and ho\i‘.

nation is in thatrefpeét to judge for another, while 1ts inde-
pendence exifts. - The French Government, without any
declaration of war, or any formality, began to detain the
Portuguefe merchant veflels; and after the peace of 1801, |
demanded ard obtained indemnities for thofe which the
Court of Portugal had detained to obtain a legitimate com-
penfation, without paying any regard to the claims and re-
monftrances of the Portuguefe merchants, The Court Pk
Spain which had required fuccours from Portugal, and*
which, by the confellion of even the French Generals, was

pbliged t0 acknowledge bow ufeful and peceffary they had -
been when it made peace with France, not only forgot its

ally, which it ought to have caufed to be declared in a flate

of peace with France, fince the Court of Portugal, in {uc-

couring its ally to fulfil the conditions of the treaty of alli-

ance which exifted between the two Sovereigns, had no in-

tention to make war againft France; but what 1s {:crhw

unheared of, or at lealt very rare in the annals of iﬁorf;-ly
Spain then made a common caufe with France to force Por-
tugal to receive upjuft and humiliating conditions of peace,
nor did Spain ceale to declare itfelf the enemy of is ally
till the moment when the treaties of Badajos and Madnd
were figoed ; employing even the forces of France to wreft
from Portugal a fmall extent of territory of the province of
Alentejo, op the fide of Olienza ; thus leaving to pofierity
an eternal monument of the wretched recompence fhe beflow-
ed on an ally, who, notwithflanding the ancient rivalry of
thie e nations, would not fail to fulfil the conditions of a
¥ of alliance which exified between them, . -

% The'treaties of peace of Badajos and Madrid, in 18

are likewife a new proof of the bad faih in the engmi«%
the Coust, of Portugdl, fince the Treaty of Badajos having
been figned there by - Lucien Bonaparie, the Plenipotenti-

ary; and the Prince of Peace, on the one fide, and by the P
Portuguefe Plenipotentiary on the oiher, the French Go-
vernment refufed 1o raufy it, and forced Portugal to fign a
pew treaty at Madnd, wi;h‘mucb harder conditions, with-
out being able to allign avy other mbtives than its caprice
and' ambition. - This latter treaty was figned almolt at the
{ame time with the treaty of London between England and
France, which made valid conditions too opprellive 1o Pony
tugal, and fixed the limits of the coafls of North America,

which was confirmed by the peace of Amicns; and this con.
fideration of England for s ancient ally was, in the eyes
of France, 2 new proof of the fervitude and bondage in which
the Englifh Government held that of Portugal. - No foon-
e was the Treaty of 1801 concluded, than the Court of
Portugal haftened to fulfil all its burthenfome conditions,
and to fhew, by the religious and punival woblervance of
all its engagements, how much it delired to_confirm-the
good underflanding

which was re-cflabhfhed between the

two Goveroments, and which ought,to caufe to be for
ten all the injuries it bad {uffered, and which certainly ‘had |-

: l'tdpth Goveroment was very different; as,

crifices of
¢ The Firft Conful of the French Republic confents to

- with refpe@ to the Belligere

piinc;' les

“the advantages of fuch a treaty ; it never had occajag to
| make the fmallefl complaint ~againfl the Portugue{e™o-

 that peace was re-cllablithed, is required all kinds |
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made -l facrifices t0 avaid war,
humiliating propofitions of the French Gover
itfelf fortunate to be able to conclude, with the greateft fa-

the 6th artigle, as £
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acknowledge ihe neutrality of Portugal during the prefent.
war, and not to oppofe any meafures that may be taken,
he Belligerent Nations, agreeably to the
and general laws of Neutrahty.” |
Freach Government from (hat time received all

vernment ; yet it was during this{ame war, and afier, fuch
a ﬂipuiadon, that it required of the Court of Portugal, not
only the infraBlion of the neutrality, but the declaration of
war, in violation of all the treaties that exifled between the
two cogntries; and .in which, in the cafe of war acknow-
ledged poffible, it was determinated how tise fubje@s of

8| baving any caufe of complaint againft the Britith Govern-
ment, which had even given it every kind of fa;sfa%‘

when the Commanders of its fhips of war had failed v
refpett which was due to 4 neutral flag. ke
* The Emperor of the French, in the medn timé, cau-
fed one of his fquadrons, on board of which was his brother,
to put to fea. It anchored in the Bay of All Saints,
where it was received with every kind of relpett —-
Yet, what is worthy of attention is, that at the very time
the French Government received on the part of that of
Portugal fo many mirks of friendfhip and confideration, the
fquadron burned fome Pottuguéfe vellels, to conceal their
route, with a promife of indemnity to the proprietors, which
promife was never performed, Europe may hence &8

clude the fate which awaits it, fhiould the French acquire an’

alcendency by fea equal to that it has obtained by land,
and may properly eflimate the foundation of the complaints
it fo loudly urters againft the Eoglifh government.  Er-
gland never made any remonfirances againfl the fuccours
granted to the French fquadron, for they were within the
acknowledged limits of the law of nations ; but the Mint-
fler of Foreign Relations of France has dared to aflert, in
the face of Europe, that Portugal gave alliflance to the En-
glith for the conqueft of Monte Video and Buenos Ayres;
while it is afaé known by all the world, that that expedition
which failed from the Cape of Good Hope received from

Portugal neither veffels, money, nor men, nor in fine any

merchandize confidered as coniraband in time of war‘:%dw

that the Englith fquadrons, during this war, obtained noZ

. thing at Rio de Janiero, or the other ports of Brazils, ex-

cept what is not refufed to any nation, and which bad been
{upplied plentifully to the French fquadrons, The Court
of Portugal, defies the Court of France (o produce any fatt
in contradiftion to this affertion, which is founded in the’
mofl wnparual truth, '

«¢ France received from Portugal from 1804 to 1807,
all the colonial commodities and firfl materials for her ma-
nufaures. The alliance of England and Portugal was
ufeful to France ; and in the depreffion, fuffered by the arts
and induflry, in confequence of a perpetual war by Jand,
and a difaf{rous war by fea, in which fhe only met with
defeats, it was certainly a great advantage to France that
the commerce of Portugal fhould fuffer no interrgption.—

Undoubtedly it was equally ufeful to both countries. By

ravaging Portugal, by fubjefting ber to excellive contribu-
tions in an unheard-of manner, without war, or any refif-
tance having been made oo her part,” France has not ob-
tained that advantage, which a commerce ufeful o both
countries would have procurd her,

« The Court of Portugal might then juflly, and with
every kind of foundation, flatter itfelf that that of the Thu-
illeries would refpe€t a neutrality which ic had acknowledg-
ed by a folemn treaty, and from which derived fuch de-
cided advantages, when it was awakened from its fecurity
in the month of Auguft, 1806, by a formal declarauon of
the Minifler of State for Foreign Relations, M. Talley-

' rand to Lord Yarmouth, by which the former noufied to
the latier, that if England did not make a mariume pcac§$1

" the French Government would declare war againft Portu-

gal, and order that country to be occupied by thirty ' thou-
{fand men. * It was not with thirty thoufand men that the
invafion of Portugal could be effefted ; but the Emperor of
the French, who knew the fecurity in which Portugal foand
herfelf, in confequence of the Treaty of Neutrahty, thought

he could take her by furprize, and this was fufficieat to jul-

tify his preceedings. The Court of England was alara

by the above declaration, and propofed and offered 10 that™

of Portugal all kind of fuccour ; but France (which at that
period had arranged every thing to crufh the Pruflian Court,
which then alone bid defiance to the fuperior power of the
Ewperor of the French, while a twelvemonth before it would
not atiack, and perhaps compel him to receive ihe law, and
fave Europe jointly with Rullia and Aufinia) found means

“to pacify the Court of Portugal, which ihe then chofe 1o

fpare, and could not conceive that a fimilar perhdy would
be the auribute of a power, whole greatnels fhould kee
pace with thatintegrity and thofe dignified feotiments whic
{uit fo well an exalted rank, The war which was afigs-

- wards continued with Rufha, and which might yet, perhaps,

bave faved Europe; if the union of the Governments which
divide it, had been as clofe as it thould have been, flill re.
tarded the execution of ‘the views of the Emperor of the
French with regard to the Court of Portugal; and it was
only” by concluding the Peace of Tilfit, that the Court of

the Thuilleries, in a diflatorial tene, fuchas-might have

become Charlemagne, addrefing the Princes whofe fove-

reign Lord be was, qﬂ/t&m;sdamdu be made |

money, the Treaty of 1804, in which France

L

two nations fhould be treated ; and all this without Portugal | , * s
| the fricndmhip of His Britannic Majefly, its old and faith-

E gland and j@nu,and tbcCoun of Ponugg_l lu;n:s
Cm t% greatefl and the harfh a *
ol vernment, thought -

|

|

4

1

4

: Englimd,

Portugucfc’uoops were near the coafl,
“nefs the Prince of Portugal, furprifed in fuch an extraordi- -

which canfiot be juflified.
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, to expofe

afe of
refuf mmediate war with France
and Spain ; as the French Charge d’ Affaires aod the Am-

baffador of Spain had orders to depart on the 1t of Sep- .
te,mber; ;bou?‘t‘h;ee weeks after the faid prepofilionr was

made, in cafe the Court of Portugal thould not ct
all the pretenfions of the two: Courts. The good f
the French Government is no lefs remarkable with rega
to the celerity with which, afier having made
tion and without 'waiting _ : of-
dered all Portuguefe merchant fhips to be detained, which
were in the sports of France, and by that meafure aflually
commenced hoflilities without ‘any pre
war, and thus carried to a far greater length all the proceed-
ings which formed its continued topic of reproach againft

6 Thc
the known maxim
difgraceful conditions frequeatly
them, and brough
propofed ; but
Court of the Thuilleries

pply with
fZidl of
rd

that declara-
for the anfwer of Portugal, it or-

vious declaration of

which, after fuch condu@®, will be jultly valued.
Court of Portugal might then well have adopted
of the Romans, and been convinced that
{aved thofe who refufe
t defiruétion on thofe by whom they were
on the one fide it could not beligve that the
made in carnelt propofals, which

committed both its honor and its dignity, and on the other
fide it hoped to ward off the florm. Defirous of {paring

the blood of its people, and placing implicit confidence in

ful Ally, it endeavoured 1o render the pretenfion of the

French ‘Government more moderate, by acceding to the

fhutiing up of the ports, and refufing the two other articles,
as contrary to the principles of public law, and to the treas
ties which fubfifted between the two nations ; and his Roye
al Highnels the Prince Regent of Portugal bad no hefitati-
on to declare, that thofe articles wounded equally his religi-
on and'the principlés of morility, from which he never de-
viates, and which are, perhaps, the true caufe of the unfhaken

fidelity whicki he has expenenced on the part of his fubjeéls,

!¢ The Court of Portugal then began to adopt meafures
for fecuring its retreat to that part of the Portuguefe domme

nions which is not expofed to any invafions, the confequencén,

of which ought to create alarm;
~ “ For this purpofe, it ordered all fuch thips of war as
were fit fo keep the fea to be fitied out, and alfo direéled all
the Englifh to ieave its dominions, and fell their property,
with an intention of fhutting the ports againft England, ia
order thus to avoid an effufion of the blood of its fubjeéts,
which would probably have proved ufelefs, and 10 endea-
vour to comply with the views of the Emperor of the French,
in cafe he fhoald not allow himfelf to be fofiened by that
juftice, with which the Court of Portugal, afferted the rights
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of its independence, along with thofe which refulted from

the treaty of neutrality concluded in 1804.
the Thuilleries, unwilling to agree to any conciliatory mea-

Jures, and having nét only demanded the fhutting up of the

ports, but the imprifonment of all Britith {ubje8ls, the con-
fifcation of their property, and the dereliftion of the projeét
of retreat to America, his Royal Highnefs the Prince Re-
gent of Portugal, who knew on the one fide that his Bri-

tannic Majelly, his true and old ally, informed of the tranf-
attions which were going on, would confent to the (hutt‘uh

up of the Ports, in order to fave Portugal from the invaltag

on of the French, and who was convinced on the other fide,
that there was no longer any Englithmen in Portugal who
was not naturalized in that country, and that all Englifh
property had been fold, and-even its amount . exported,
adopted the refolution to fhut the ports againft England,
and even to comply with the refl of the demands and pre-
tenfions of France; declaring, however, at the fame time,
(hqt, fhould the French troops enter Portugal, his Royal
Highnels was firmly refolved to remove the feat of Govern-
ment to Brazil, which formed the moft important and beft
defended part of his dominions, ,

*¢ His Royal Highnefs then ordered his whole army to
move to the coaft and fea ports, and {uppofling that, as

~ France had eflentially obtaiped all the demanded, the would

have nothing elfe to afk, confided in that good faith, which
ought to be confidered as the. fundamental principle of every
Government which has ceafed to be revolutionary, and fele
confcious, that having done every thing in his power to fe-
cure the tranquillity of his people and avoid an ufelefs ef-
fuhion of blood, he had fulhillied all the duties of a virtuous
Prince, adored by his {ubjefls, and who to the Supreme
Being alone has to account for his ations. |

"¢ The French Government obferved a line of conduét -

towards his Royal Highnefs and his dominions which would
be 'unprcccmcd in hiflory, were not the invaficn of Swit-
zeizand by France, at the time of the’Executive Direftory,

of a fimilar defcription, General Junot, withont any previ-

ous declaration, without the confent of the Prince Regent

of Portugal, entered that kingdow with the van-guard of his
army, aﬂ'unqg the people in the country that he was march-
ing through it, to fuccour his Royal Highnefs againft an
invafion of the Englifh, and that he entefed Portugal as the
General of a friendly and "allied Power, He received on
lus journcy convincing proofs of the good faith of the Por-
t?guc{e.Covcrnqxcm, for he witnefled the perfet ranquil-
lity which prevailed with regard to France, and that all

flary manner, might bave rallied around him the body of
troups which were at a fmall diflance from him, caufed the
Englifh fleet to enter the port of Lifbon, and thus cut to
pieces the fmall and miferable corps with which Junot was
advancing with a degree of temerity which would have been
ridiculous, had not General Junot, whofe conduét at Venni

and Lifbon has made him too well known, relied on the -

feelings of a wirtuous Prince, who would never expofé his
people to the moft dreacful calamities by a certain firft fuca
cefs, which only could have ferved to chaflife the audacity
of a man, who, l_ikc many others,  abufed the ‘power with
which he was entruiled, or who atied in purfuance of orders

~ % His Royal Highaefs the Prince Regent then m

The Court of
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