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frequently been alked, if thele be fats, 

“occupy t 

~ charge difhonorable. 

1 mean the removal of the feat of 

~ higheft crime in our flatute book, 

. fion, firll obferving, that I bave no language capable of ful. 

ly exprefling my regret and forrow, in beholding Cong 

To the &. Sg es 
not ever alk ir. | man and hie 
in their prefent planssLet them pafs additional laws, toen- 

nothing, let their ar- plain of the expence of an army doing 
tiblery be wrned againk thefe wretched renegade, base an- 

ti-embargo-men, who durfl to complain of their fuffering 

wader thofe lats—Let evéry bay and inlel, from one end 

to the other, of our extenfive coaft, be fafely guarded by 

gun-boats and reveque-cutiers=~Let a cordon of regular 

hs troops encircle round thefe United States and the territories 

‘thereof, in fuch manner, that pot a fingle evalion of thofe 

celebrated, patriotic embargo laws, could poflibly take place 

«Let this plan be compleiely carried into execution, and 

continued twelve months—In that cafe, unlefs a law Ses 

be paffed, depriving the anti-embargo-men of their right 

foliage, (which ald be as jul and conflitational, x the 

one now under confideration,) I undertake, as pofiively as 

that gentleman, to predi€t, that if any of the prefent over- 

ficant minority, than thar, upon which, from ‘his high and 

exalted feat, he now looks down !— Yes, Mr, Speaker, I 

repeat it, the prefent minority need not afk to be put mn 

gowe: ; the elettors would need no further flimulus than the 

reffure of thofe laws, to bring them to the poll, They 

would look as anxioufly for the eleflion-day, as the poor 
ves, under the Jewith law did, for the year of Jubilee, 

1 hall afk the indulgence of the houfe but a few minutes 
. longer, to fome general remarks on the effelis of the embar- 

go laws, and of the bill under confideration, 10 which [ am 

ympelled by the facred impulfe of my confcience—by my 

firm attachment to our prefent adminiftration—and by my 
duty, as a reprefentative of the people, to preférve inviola- 

bly their rights—to fay God in his infinite mercy grant it 
may never pafs into a law. No, Mr, Speaker, in my opi- 

nion, we have paffed too many laws on this fubjet already. 
Pafling the refolutions reported by our committee on foreign 
relations, has in the few days that have elapied, transfered 

an immenfe {um of money ‘from the induflrious yéomenry 
of the country, to idle {peculators and flock-jobbers of both 
town and country, Is not this faét known to many mem- 

bers on this floor ? Do, they not know, that domeftic pro- 

duce is fell one half, and even at'that reduced price, theve is 

little or no fale for it; and that foreign ariicles have rifen in 

the fame proportion; and that in confequence thereof, in 

various parts of the nation, where, until the commencement 
of thie feffioh, the embargo, if not approved, was borne with 

procs se people now cry with one voice, * We can 

ar it.no0 longer ; give us any thing that the wifdom of Con. 
grefs can devife rather than the Embargo!” But 1 have 

why do not the 
people petition 7 The realon 1s obvious : Federals have 

petitioned ; what bas been the anfwer? Why, they are ene- 

mies to our adminiftration ; who with to involve us in war 

with France, and an albanceé with England, Nay farther, 
is not every member on this floor, who has exercifed his 
own judgment as a free and independent reprefentauve of 
the people, if in a fingle inflance that judgment runs coun- 

ter to the will of the majority, denounced as an apoflate, 
Is this queftion atked with a view of exciting jealoufy, 

of deceiving the people ? No, Mr. Speaker; to undeceive 

them, t6 lay before them a true flatement of the conduét of 
their reprefentatives. I fpeak to a free and enlightened peo- 

ple, who want nothing but true information to induce them 

to afl right, Is there a man in thefe United States,- that in 

‘proportion to his flation, has {pent more ume and money, 
to bring about a change in favor of democracy, and when 

“brought about to fupport it, than I have? If there be let 
“him come forward and thow 1t, 

grieiptey If there be a citizen In thefe United States that 

“durft to make fuch a charge, let him come forward and fub. 

flantiate it, 

Have 1 deviated from thofe 

But what has been the confequence ! Lat fef- 
fion, I oppofed the famous, or rather infamous court-martial 

“Bill; a bill that I now fuppofe was intended as the firit 
Low, 4 of a flawute book, .1n which the prefent bill under 
confideration was to have been the fecond. That hornd’ 

“attempt to lay the foundation of a mulitary despotism failed ; 
and 1 pray God the fecond may alfo. 

But my obfervations upon that bill, was by Tome who 
front rank in the majority held up to public 

fcorn, as being my maiden federal fpeech. Why really, 
Mr, Speaker, if the motives of the federalifts are pure as 
thofe which diftated that fpeech, I de not confider the 

I aifo brought forward a refolution, 

for the purpofe of removing the’ greatell evil under which 
the people of thefe United States groaned to'erale from our 
flatute book, 2 principle repugnant to republicanifm and 
{elf-government—to deftroy in its infancy, a young vulture, 
whofe rfature is fuch, that it cannot be nourifhed and raifed 
to maturity upon any other food, but the vitals of liberty — 

government, Fhis con- 
duft, by another member in the front rank, was, publicly 
on the floor of the houfe; declared to be worfe than the con. 

" dull of the arch-traitor, Burr—That is to fay, that barely 
"to attempt to prevent the rights and liberties of the people 

_ from being fwallowed up, and totally abforbed in the vor. 
tex of this mafked monarchy, contrary to the will of the 
chofen few, who either do at prefent, or in future to 
live upon its munificence—is a crime of deeper die, than the 

high treason. x 
Mr. Speaker—Senfible that I have t 

the indulgence of the committee, I will baflea to a conclu. 

refs 
at this time, endeavoring when the fefion is nearly balf 
yp to pafs a law to enforce more rigoroully divers alreas 
y pafled~—the fuulicy of which is in my opinion, felf-cvi- 

refpafled long upon 

i- } on, I fhall at prefent pnly 
tO prevent a | 

r der it more eafily underllo og PU DME ATA 
“want, despicable renegade anfi-embargo men, VPOD W 

~ | tolesable—ifeir prefeat and future efic8, if contin 
| injurious to the interells, peace ar 

and empower him soto do. 
will yet fondly hope 

B 

+ A 

~ wg | AE te J b CE .wss 7 ih K 

Sites, (han Sup Ghat S000 Te Bl) mows unde coer. 

apence ip pinning, and 10 ren- 
cipecially by the poor, rh 

pe 
en 

ate—1 hope it will be curtailed, ‘as it 
could be comprifed in’ 4 few 

it is intended to o 

is évident the whole pu 
‘words, to the followin effelts That whereas, we repose full | 

faith and confidence in the wisdom, inlegrity and ability. 

of the Prefident of the Unitrd States to enforce the embar- 

go laws ; and also; to. iffuc from time to time, and enforce 

such edids as he fhall think proper, we hereby anthorize 

that although this bill has pafled one 

branch of the legiflature by a great majority, that the imme- 

diate reprefentanives of the people will never fanttion a bill, 

compared with which the 1Lecap AME dition laws were 

humane and jufi. But fhoulmy hopes be blafled in a 

majority of this houfe giving it their fanlion, I will {hill 

hope that the wife and juftly celebrated author of the Noes 
on Vircinia, will not, in advanced age (as Solomon 

did in days of vore,) tarnifh and calt a gloomy fhade over 

| that wifdom that fhone fo can{picnons in his meridian days, 

whelming majority fhould retain a feat in the twelfih con- | by placing his fignawure to fuch a bill. Wich that repel 

grels; they would be réduced to a more trivial and infignie | due to his fuperior flation, I muft requeit the favor of him 

firft to look over his NoTEs, and particularly atiend to the. 
following fentence, * Our interefl is to throw open the 

doors of commerce, and to knock off all its fhackles, giving 

perfe&t freedom to all perfons, for the. vent of whatfvever 

they » choofe to bring into our ports—and aking the 

fame in theirs.— The a&tual habits of our coumrymen at- 

tach them to ecommerce. They will exercise it for them. 
selves.” 1 will read it again, becanfe it 1s language worthy 

of the chief magifirate of a great and independent nation— 

it is worthy ihe attention of the reprefentatives of a great 

agricultural and commercial people. We have been fre- 

quently called upon for a plan—here is the prmciple of a 

But I will not yet defpair ; 13 

—
—
 

| our worthy prefident {in the quotation before adduced) a. 
| mitt to be impoffible? I will repeat it: * The aflual ha. 

i 
§ 

exertise it to themfelves,” 
bits of our countrymen attach them to commerce, they wi) 

V4 Mufl thefe brave citizens be 
‘driven to afts of despair or desperation, either to abandon 
their country, or fo evade laws under which they are um. 
‘ble to live? Mutt their 
as the produ of enemies to government, as Brith patizan, 

petitions and ‘memorials be treaied 

and infignificant mal-contents, who deferve no further no. 
tice, than to have their élamors file 
of government, and their pretended wants fupplied by the 

nced by the flrong arm 

application of fharp pointed bayonets I 1 pray the major. 
ty of this houfe ferioufly to confider the inevitable conse. 
quence of perfifling in this line of condut, I pray they 
not barely to pause! and refleét apon pat condu, by 
immediately reduce to praflice the excellent precept of out 
Prefident, contained in his fislt inaugaral fpeech : # hafleg 
to retrace your fleps’~—and inflead of paffing additiony| 
laws. which will require an additional military force to exe. 
cute them, and coufequently add to the number of thofe 
whofe affeftions are already alienated from out government 
repeal thofe already palled, fo far at leall as to open a trade 
to ail powers and places that hath heretofore traded with yg 
upon terms of reciprocity, This would evince to the world, 
that we are really a jult nauon, defirous of doing unto al 
men, as we would they fhould do unto us. Fhis would 
vot only releafe us from our prefent degraded fituation as it 
refpefts our external relations, bat what is infinitely more 
confequential, it would reflore confidence in our gover. 
ment, and peace and harmony amongft our Citizens, Lig 
the merchants of our middle and northern flates, whofe har. 
bors will ere long be bound in winter's icy chains, enjoy 
bv anucipation the pleafing profpeéis of beholding, as foog 
as they are diffolved, their canvas again fpread to waft their 
merchandize to a foreign port hoping to receive in turn their 
ufual profits, Let the Farmers alfo through the dreary 
{fcenes of winter enjoy the cheering hope, that upon the re. 

plan in a few words, the befl adapted to the real interefts of | 

this nation, that ever has, or ever can be introduced. Would 

to God, that inflead of prowling over pon-intercourfe refo- 

lutions, and flraimng every nerveto devife means to enforce 

laws, which, twelve months experience has inconteflibly pro. 

ved, is not only inadequate to the-end propofed, but, by 

their long continuance, become ruinous to the interefls, peace, 
and’ happinefs of the nation, we had adopted the foregoing 

principle of our worthy chief magifirate, the preduétion of 
his penetrating genius when at meridian height, agreeably 
to the refolution offered by wy worthy friend from New- 

York, (Mr. Mumford.) 
But we are told that, adopting ‘this plan, would be {ub- 

miflion to’ England —the reverfe 1s the fatt—it would exon- 

‘erate us from the degraded flate of {ubmiflion in which we 

now fland. 1 fay degraded Rate, which, ‘with permiffion 
of the boufey .I will prove, I trull, ‘to the farisfadiion and 

full conviétion of every impartial mind. Iris inconteflibly 

proved, by reference to official documents now before the 
public. . Fir, we have demanded the refloration of our 

imprelled feamen, and to coerce Great-Britain into a com. 

plrance with that demand, we bave palled a non-importan. 

on law, Secondlv, we rejefled a treaty, (as 1 have un. 
derfload,) becaufe that demand was not fully complied with, 

And thirdly, in confequence of the horrid outrage commyt- 

ted upon the frigate Chefapeake, our Prelident having if- 

fued a proclamation, prohibiting all Britfh armed veflels 

from entering our ports, tefufed to revoke that prc clamation 

until reparaton was made, or at leafl unul a plan was pro- 

poled by the Briufh eevoy, which thouid be confidered 

adequate to the purpole, Let thefe fafls be contralled with 

the offer made by our Prefident, (which was laid before 

this houfe in his public weffage) to the Britifh- Cabinet, 

that upon a fingle revocation of their orders of council, 

our embargo fhould be raised—fo far as refpeéted that Na- 

tion. No condition annexed, of returning our scamen, or 
making reparation for the outrage upon thé Chesapeake!!! 
Can any ragienal being, can any man poflcfled of common 

fenfe, and not perfetily blinded by parnality, milundérfland 
this language, No, Mr. Speaker, it is too plain—fo plain, 
that he who runs may read and cleasly underfland, What 
i$ its genuine meaning ? Why, when flapped of its decep- 

tive covering, and expofed in its real form, y wiil read thus: 
“ We are convinced by woeful experience, that our coer- 
cive plans are futile—ithat they sebound back upon our 
own citizens with redoubled force—that therefore, we are 
now willing, if you will be gracioufly pleafed wo grant us 
liberty, to renew our former trade with you, even under all 
the embarraflments of which we have fo long and fo loudly 

lained ; the marder of Pierce, and the outrage upon 
our national fhip, to the contrary netwith{lauding.” | 

the anfwer returned, but briefly. obferve that it was leis in- 
{elting, and more humane and fympathizing, than might 
have been expefied from that baughty nation.—The pur- 
port thay be comprized in a few words, tothis effet: « We 
are forry for the fufferings of your citizens, produced by 
your own imprudent conduit ; and we would gladly relieve 
them, were it in. our power, cotfiflent with our national ho- 

nor and dignity ; but as that cannot be done, we mull for 

the prefent leave you to devife means for yourfelves, to se- 
leafe your cinzéns from their prefent iacreafing diftrels, and 
truly deplorable fituation,”” * The foregoing is not a pifture 
too highly coloured. Would 10 Ged, for the {ake of my 
fuffering country, that it was. But alas! it is the life—it 

is the origioal—it is a flatement of falls contained 10 offici- 
al documents gone out 10 the public, and therefore can nei- 
ther be controverted or récalied. wl x 
Mr. Speaker, in this deplorable fitnation let me earneflly 

call the astention of the immediate reprefentatives of the 
people, to a ferious and ail important quefhion, a queltion 

on which, in my opiniap, not only the prefent, but future 

union, peace, {lrength and profpenty of ibele United Sates 
much @&pends. Shall the laws pafied laft felon, chat have 
become fo diftrélfing to the people, not only be continued, 

- 

I will net long detain the houfe with commeniipg upon | 

[ 

| 
| letting speeches delivered on this floor, 

flcad of declining in proportion to bodily powers, wt increz- 

fes with increafe of years, and becomes mere animated and 
vigorous in propartion to the nuinber of days now behind 

me, as far beyond my reach as thole before the flood. + 

renew his culuvation of the earth to produce more, 

maining days that may be allotted ta me in a flue of mut 

turn of Soi’s prolific rays, calling from ‘the earth’s fers 
womb her innumerable produétions, he may find a uful 
market for his produce on band, and a plealing Rimulus 1 

Thugs 
would joy and gladnefs of heart again fparkie in each eye 
and fit fmiling on every countenance: Thus would the ig. 
eflimable bleflings of peace be heightened into raptures of 
delight. Love and harmony would pervade the great maf 
of our citizens, and unite them together in {uch a manner 
that in cafe any of the tyrants of the old world fthould invade 
our peaceful and happy land they -would foon repent of 
their temerity—they would foon be convinced that the con, 
quell of a free and united people, governed by juft and 
¢quitable laws of their own making, was a chimera of the 
brain that can never be realized. Such a line of conduf 
would add more to the flrength and profperity of the Uni. 
ted Siates, than 10,000 celebrated, patriotic, flaming, blood 

Is there an American citizen, poffefTed of common fenle, 
who is not defirous ta fee fo beneficial and. lovely a fcene 
realized ? Is there a reprefentative of the people, who woull 
not cheerfully give his vote to prodice (may I not fay re. 
{lore) fuch a rational milenium, in our once happy land? 
And vice verfa, 1s there a real, true hearted American citi 
zen, whofe blood is. not chilled in his veins, in refletling 
upen the HorRrR1BLE prOsPECT of Military Mercena- 
rics with the point of the bayonet enforcing laws, contrary 
to the habits of a great number of citizens: and ruinous 
to the interefl, peace and happiness of a great majority if 
the people of these United States! Let me indulge the 
cheering hope that notwithflanding the prefent profped 
there never will be found a majority of the immediate re. 
prefentatives of the people, who will votg in favor of con 
tihuing and enforcing fuch OPPRESSIVE LAWS. 

Mr, Speaker—Having in my plain and unlearned mag. 
ner, difcharged that duty which I owe to my conftituens 
in oppoling a fyflem, which I confider not only injurious to 
thir nterefls, but aiming a deadly blow at the ynion, inte 
rdfisy peace and independence of that beloved country that 
gave me birth—beiore 1 fit down I have another duty do 
difcharge—hill, 10 réturn a tribute of humble gratitude © 
the Great Preferver of men, who having led and fed me 
all my life long, fill gracioufly continues to me at this age, 
bodily and mental powers to difcharge my duty as above. 
mentioned, and fecondly, to acknowledge the patient induk 
gence of his houfe. And as it will probably be among 
the lait public afts that will evince 0 the world, the conti« 
nation and prevalence, of one of thofe powerful ruling 
pallions, that has long pervaded my breall, | mean love of 

my country, I embrace this opportunity toeclare, that 1g 

Hence, I conclude it will continue to increafe, the few re« 

bility, and that when tbe number of my days aregfipihlicd, 
and this feeble frame engaged in that war, from whieh there 
is po difcharge—this ruling pallion will remain firong in 
death—and the language of a celebrated poet addreiling bs 
fiend, may with propriety be adopted &. 
“ In hat ‘dread moment as in all (be paft, 

10h fave my country Heaven ! may be my lal,” 

KR 7HEREAS fiequent and repeaied Trefpalles hares 
been commited on Lots No, 5. 8. gand 19, 08’ 

$s nt aca 

the Weft fide of the Grand L ake, in 0 een’s- County 

belonging 10 the Subfcuber. This is 10 ford ail periss 
whaioever from cutting or carrying off Timber, Cord Vik 

Haop Poles, or otheswile irelpalling on the above Lots, a8 

I am determined to profecute the offender or offenders ¥ 

the Law may dire. WILLIAM BALSTER 
«Saint fohn, 11th Fuly, 1808. 
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