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9 have any influence upon the expefted attion,

- Gen, Cotton’s brigade of dragoons, and fome Spanith cavalry,

Difpatches, of which  the following ‘and ex-
count Cafllereagh, one of his Majefty’s Principal Secreta-
ries of Swate, from Lieutenant-General the Right Hon,

ul s 1 . Vs i b e
T Talavera de'la Reyna, Fuly i‘g,"iabg.
My Logp,~General Cuefla followed the enemy’s
march with his army fromghe Alberche on the morning of
the 24¢th, as far as Santa Olalla, and puthed forward his
advanced guard-as far as Torrijos, ~ v .
For the reafons flated (o your Lordfhip in my difpatch
of the 24th, I moved only two divifions of infantryand a
brigade of cavalry acrofs the Alberche to Cafalegos,” undér
the command of Lieutenant-General Sherbroke, with a
view to keep up the communication between Gen. Cuefla
and me, and with Sir R, Wilfon’s corps at Elcalona..
It appears that General Vanegas had nor carried into
emecation that part ofthe plan of operations which related
to his corps, and that-he was flall at Damiel, 10 La Mancha;
and the enemy in the courfe of the 24th, 25th, and 26th,
colle@led all his forces in this part of Spain, between Tor-
rijos and Toledo, leaving but a {mall corps of two thoufand

men in that place.

His united army thus confifted of the corps of Marlhal |

Viétor, of that of General Sebafliani, and of feven or eight
thoufand men, the guardsof Jofeph Bonaparte, and the gar-
rifon of Madnd, and it was commanded by ‘{ofeph Bona-
parte, aided by Marfhals Jourdan and Victor, and Ge-
neral Sebafliane, 7 ¢ » |

On the 26th Gen. Cuefla’s advanced guard was attack- | -

ed neat Torrijos, and obliged o fall back, and the General
retired with his army on that day. to the left bank of the
Alberche, .General Sherbroke continuing at ‘Caffalegos, -
apd the eaemy at Santa Olalla. ' '

It wae then obvious that the enemy intended to try the
refult of & general aftion,” for which the beft
peared to be in ‘the neighbourhood of Talavera, and Gen.
Cuefla having confented to take up this polition on the
morning of the”27th, 'l ordered General Sherbroke. to re-
tire with his corps to s flation in the line, leaving General
Mackenzie with a divifion of infaniry and brigade of ca-
valry, as an advanced poft in the wood on the right of the
Alberche, which covered our left flank. {

The pofition taken vp by thie troups a¢ Talavera extend.-

“ed rather more than two miles ; the ground was open upon the

left, where the Britith army was flationed, and it was com-
manded by a height, on which was, in echellon and in fe-
cond line, a divifion of infaatry under the orders of Major-
General Hill,

There was a valley between' this height, and a range of
mountains flill further upon the left, which valley was not
at firlt occupied, as it was commanded by the height before
mentioned ; and the range of mountains appeared too diftant

———————

The nght, confifting of Spanith troops, extended ime-
diately in front'of the iown of ‘Talavera down to the Tagus,
This part of the ground was covered by olive trees, and
mych interfeted by banks and ditches. The high road 11
Jeading from the bridge over the Alberche, was defeaded H
by a heavy baitery in front of a charch, which was occupi-
ed by Spanith infantry, All the avenues to the town were
defended in a fimilar manner ; the town was ocecupied, and
the remainder of the Spanith infantry was formed in two
kaes behind the banks, on the roads which led from the
town and the right, to the lefi of our pofition.

In the centre; between the two armies, there was a com-
manding fpot of ground, on which we had commenced to
confiruét a redoubt, with fome open ground in its rear.

+ Brigadier-General Alexander Campbell was pofied at
this fpot with a divilion of mfantry, fupported in his rear by

trafls, were this day received at the Office of the Lord Vif-

pofition ap- |

At about two o’clock on the 24th, the enemy appeared
in firength on the lefc bank of the Alberche, and manifell
ed an intention to attack Gen, Mackenzie’s divifion, |

The attack was made before ihey could be withdrawn ;
but the troops, conlifting of General Mackenzie”™s and Col,
Donkin’s brigades. and Gen, Anfon’s brigade of cavalry,
and fupported by General Payne with the other four regi-
ments of cavalry, wn the plain between Talavera and ¢
wood, withdréw int good order, but with fome lofs, particu-
larly by the 2d bartalion 87th regiment, and 2d battalion
g1fl reguvent, in the wood, = L

Upon this occafion, the Readinefs and difcipline of the
45th regiment, and of the gh' baualion 6oth regimenit,
were confpicuous ; and I had particular reafon for being fa-
tished wiag thie manoer in which Major.General Macken-
zi¢ withdrew his advanced guard,

As the day advanced,the enemy appeared inlarger num-
bers on the nght of the Alberche, and it was obvious that
be was advancing 1o a general aitack upon the Combi-
ned Alm)'; :

General Mackenzie continued to fall back gradually up-
on thé lefi of the pofition of the Combined Armies; where
he was placed in the fecond line, in the rear of the Guards,
Colonel Donkin béing placed in the fame fituation further
upon the Jeft in the rear of the King's German Legion.

The énemy immediately commenced  bis attack in the
dulk of the cvening, by a cannonade upon the left of our
pofu’ion, and by ac attempt, with his cavalry, o overthrow
the Spamih infantry pofled, as I have before Rated; on the
right, This attempt failed entively. ¥ ond

Early in the night he puthed a divifion along the valley,
on the left of the beight occupied by General Hill, of which
he gaired a2 momentary pofleilion, but Major-General Hill
attacked it roflantly with the Bayonet, and regained it.

This arrack was re in the night, but failed, and
again at day-light io the morniog of the 28th, by two di-
vifions of infantry, and was repulled by Major-Gean, Hill.
. Major-Gen, Hifl hasreported tome in a patticular man-

_ per the condutt of the 29 m,wddu 1ft batta-
kion 48th regiment, in thefe ¢ affairs, as well as thac

~ 7>

il - 3
' The defeat of this atempt was follow _noon by &’
general attack with the enemy'’s v’hoh wce upon the whole

of that of (e pofition occupied by the Briulh army.
T coluence of e rephied st vpo e b
‘an our Iefe By e vally, 1 tad placed gl

iith cavalry in ithat valley, fupport - rear
Duc d’Albuquerque’s divsfion of Spanifh cavalry,
"' The enemy then placed light infantry in the range of
mountains .on the lefs of the valley, whi
a divifion of Spanith infantry upder ieutemtgccncrﬂ'
De Ballecourt. A e T Dl RN |

- The general attack began by the march of fe eral co-
lomns of infantry into the valley with a view to atiack the
“height occupied by Major-General Hill !
were immediately charged by the 1t German Light Dra-
goons and 2gd ‘Dragoons, under the co;"nmand of General
Anfon, diretted by Licutenant-General Payne, and fup-
ported by Gen, Fane's brigade of heavy cavalry ; and al-
though the 234 dragoons fuffered conliderable lofs, the
charge had the effeét of preventing the execution of that
part of the enemy’s plan. ' | '

" At the fame tme he direfled an attack upon Brigadier-
General Alexander Campbell’s poh(ion‘}in the centre of the |
‘Cowbined Asmies, and on the right of the Britifh, |

This attack was-mofl fuccelsfully repalfed by Brigadier- H
General Campbell, fupported by the King’s regiment of

b were oppofed by

Swanifh cavalry, and 1wo ‘baualions of Spanith infantey ;

and Brigadier- Geperal Campbell took the enemy’s canhon,

The Brigadier-General mentions particularly the condutt

of the g7th, (he 2d haualion 7th, and of the 2d baualion
534 regiments, and I was highly fatisfied with the manner
in which this part of the pofition was defended.

An attack~ was alfo made at the fame time upon Lieut.
General Sherbroke’s divifion, which was on the left and
centre of the fitfl line of the Britfh army,

This attack was moft gallantly repolfed by a charge with
bayonets, by the whole divifion, but the brigade of Guards,
which were on the right, baving advanced (0o far, they
were expofed on their left flank to the fire of the enemy’s
battery and of their retiring columns ; and the divifion was
obliged to retire fowards the original pofition, ‘under cover
of the 2d line. of General Cotton’s brigade of cavalry,
which I had moved from the centre, and of the 1ft bauali-
on 48th regiment,

I had moved this regiment from its original pofition on
*the heights, as foon as 1 obferved the advance of the Guards, -
and it was formed in the plain, and advanced upon the ene-
my, and covered the formation of Lieutenani-General Sher-

broke’s divifion, -

Shortly after the repulfe of this general attack in which
apparently al! the enemy’s troops were employed, he cumn-
menced his retreat acrofs the Alberchg, which was condutt-
ed in the moft regular order, and was effefled during the
night, leaving in our hands iwenty pieces of cannon, ammu-
nition, tambnls, and fome prifogers, |

Your ‘Lordthip will obferve by the inclofed return the

great lofs which we have {uflained of valuable officers and
[foldiers, in this long and hard fought ation, ‘with more than
double our numbers, That of the: enemy has been much
greater, [ am informed that entire brigades of infantry
have been déftroyed, and indeed the battalions that retreat-
ed were much reduced in numbers, By all accounts their
lofs is ten thoufand men. Generals Lapiffe and Morlot
are killed ; Geoerals Sebafliani and Boulet wounded.

I have particularly to lament the lofs of Major-General
Mackenzie, who had diftinguifhed himfelf on the 27th ; and
of Brigadier-General Langworth, of the King’s German

| Legion; and of Brigade Major Beckett, of the Gnards,

Your Lord(hip will obferve, that-the attacks of the ene-
my were printipally, . if not enrirely, direfled againil the
Britith troops. The Spanith Commander in Chief, bis
Officers, and troops manifefled every difpofition to render
us afliflance, .and thofe of them which were engaged did
their duty ; but the ground which they occupied was {o im.
portant, and its front at the fame time fo difhcult, that I
did not think it proper t6 urge them o make any move-
ment on the left of the enemy while be was engaged with us,
. I have reafon | 10 be fatisfied with the conduct of all the
Officers and troops. I am much indebted to Licutenant-
General Sherbrooke for the alliflance I received from him,

_and for the manner in which hé led on his divilion to the

charge with bayonets,

To Lieutenani-General Payne and the cavalry, particu-
larly Gengral Anfon’s Brigade, to Major-Generals Hill and
Tilfon, Brigadier-Generals Alexander Campbell, Richard
Stewart, and Cameron, and to 1he divifions and brigades of
infaptry uoder their cosomands refpettively, particularly the
2gth regiment, commanded by Colonel White, the 1ft bat-
talion 48ib, commanded by Colonel Donnellan, afierwards,
when that Officer was wounded, by Major Middlemore ;
the 2d - battalion 7th, commanded by Lieuienant-Colonel
Sic William Myers ; the 2d battalion 58d, commanded by
Licutenant-Colopel Bingham ; the g7th, commanded by
Colonel Lyon ; the 1l battalion of detachments, command-
ed by Licut. Col. Bunbury, and the 2d battalion 3.8,
commanded by Major Watfon, and of the 45th, command-
ed by . Lieut. Col, Guard, and 5th battahion 6oth; com-
manded by Major Davy, on the 27ih,

The advance of the brigade of Guards was molt gallamt-
ly condufied by Brigadier-General Campbell,, and when
neceffary, that Brigade retired, and formed again in the | p
befl order. o

 Fbe atullery, undec Brigadiee-General Howorth was
alfo, throughaut thefe days, of the greatefl fervice, and I

had every reafon to be faushied with the alliflance d veceiv-
cd-from the Chief Engincer Lieut. Col, Fletcher, the Ad-.
jutani-General, Brigadier-General the Hon. C. Siewart, '
and the Quarter-Mafter-General Colonel Murray, and the
officers of thofe Depariments relpeflively, 20d from Colo-

ried in the rear by the~} -

" Thefe columns |

tothe afliflance of Brigadier-
e

-

g you Ludbip sy s afmton, i,

| beg leave to recommend.

N ' 1 have the honor to be, &c,

' (Signed) . ¢  ARTHUR WELLESLEY,
" Return of the numbers killed, wounded and miffing, of the
army under the command of Licutenant-GCenergl .
Arthur Wellefley, K. B. in aélion with the French oy
| commanded by Foseph Bonapartey om the 27tk rm

’8‘/‘ ]“‘b’" %flhgo R ‘
Jury 27.—Killed—7 officers, 2 ferjeants, 123 rag

nier, 465 rank and file.—Milling—3 offic
_ ¢ dromimers, 202 rank and file, = .
Jury 28.—Killed—37 officers, 26 feijeants, 4 drum.
» mers, 613 rank and file.—~Wouaded—-191 ‘officess, 148

fedjeanss, 15 drumaers, go72 rank and fiie—Miffiggl,
- 6 officers, 14 ferjeants; 7 drummers; 418 rank and fle, '
Torar.~Killed—p5 General Siaff, 2! Lieat, Colonely, -

1 Major, % Caprains, 15 Lieutenants; g Cornets or fy,
figns, 1 Adjutant, 28 Serjeants, 4 drummers, 73z m:I
and file.—Wounded—gq General Staff, -16 Lieut. Cylg.

- nels, 12 Majors, 53 Captains, 71 Lieutenants; 34 Corpety §

or Enfigns, 6 Adjutants, 65 lerjeants, 16.drumwers, 3537
* rank and ﬁle.—-—-Miﬂing-—-s Captains, 3 Licuten'anu, 3
Cornet or. Enlign, 15 feijeants, g drummers, 620 ragk
and file,.—Total—5367. |

Horfes,~211 kilied-—74 wounded—159 mifling,

Extra& of a Letter from Licutenant-General the Righe
Hon. 6ur Arthur Wellefley, K. B: to Lord Vifcouns
Cafllereagh, dated Talavera, Auguft 1, 1809, = |
Since 1 had the honor of addrelling you on the 2qth

July, the Enemy have continued o keepa rear guard of abogy

ten thoufand men on the heights on the left of the Alberche,
The. extreme faugue of the troops, the want of provifiony,
and the numbers of wounded to be taken care of, have pre.

vented me from moving from my pofition. °

_ Brigadier-General Craufurd arrived with his brigade o

the 2gth in the morhing, having marched twelve Spanih
leagues in little more than twency-four hours,

Extra&l of a Letter from Licutenant-General Sir Arthuy
Wellefley, to Lord Vifcount Caftlereagh, dated Talas
vera, 1 Auguft, 180q. £,

When I addreflled you this morning, I had not received
the report from the Qurpolls, It appears that the enemy
withdrew the rear-guard, which was pofled on the heights
on the left of the Alberche, laft night, at eleven o'clock,

~and the whole army marched toward Santa Olalla, [ cop.

clude, with an intention of taking up a polition in the neigh-
bourhodd of Guadarama, -

-

B i .
From Tue LONDON GAZETTE, Avcusrt 21,
Downing-Street, Auguft 21.
A difpatch, of which the fcllowing 1s a copy, was ihis
“morning received at the Office of Vifcount Caftlereagh one
of his Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of State, from Lieut,
General the Earl of Chatham, K. G. dated Hcad-quancr:,
l\iiddlcburgh, Auguﬁ 18. 1809. o 7
. Middleburgh, Auguft 18, 1809,
My Loxp—I have the honor to tran{mit, for your|
Lordfhip’s information, a copy of the aricles of Capitulas
tion*, for the furrender of the Towns. of Zeirieie and
Duiveland, concluded on the 15th inil, by Licus, General
the Earl of Rofslyn and Rear-Admical Sir Richard

Keats, with the Deputies of thofe Towns and Iflands; and’

I have much fatisfattion in ‘acquainting your Lordfhip, thaf
I have every reafon to believe we fhall be enabled to draw

very ample f{upplies of cattle, {pirits, and. bifcuit, from

“that quarter, "

Thewenclofed return of the late garrifon of F lofbing re.

ceived from General Monnet lafl night, fo materially dif-
fers from that which accompanied my difpatch of the 16
infl, that I think it expedient to tranfmit it for your Lord-
fhip’s information,

I am alfo informed that the enemy during this' fervice
has fuffered avery heavy lofs in killed and wounded, which,
together with the prifoners of war who have fallen mto out
bands, the enemy’s force oppofed to us in this Ifland, may
very fairly be flated at nine thoufand men. - |

1 have the honor to be, &c. |
(Signed) CHATHAM.
* Inserted in the Extraordinary Gazetteof the 2cih.

Amount of traops in the garrison of Flufhing, on t/uf‘]lﬁ,

Lof Auiuﬂ, 1809. - (%4
goo Officers, 4985 rank and file, 618 fick and wound-
ed.—Total 5853. o

-

3*—

SUPPLEMENT 7o 1ax LONDON GAZETTE,

oF AucusT 19. %
, % Downing-Street, Augufti20.
A difpatch, of which the following is.a copy, his been

received at the Office of Vifcount Cafllereagh, ong of bis

Majefly’s Principal Secretaries of State, from Licwenant-
General the Earl of Chatham, K. G, dated Head-quactess,

Middleburgh, Aogult 11, 1809. L S
Head-quarters, Middleburgh, 13th Auguft, 1809
My Logrp,~—I received yelterday evening your Lodd-
thip’s difpaich of the 8:h infl. by the Mc! !
aod I moft entreat of your Lardlhip to offer my moft dusi-
ful acknowledgements to his Majelly, for the graeinos ap-
1 *.tion he has been pleafed to exprels of my humble en-
deavours in his fervice; and I fhall -feel the greatcll faus-
fallion in communicating to - Lieutenant-Geéneral S Eyre

 Coote; and the' General and other Officers, and the troops-

employed here under my eommand, . the fenfe winch bis

* Majefly. enteitains of their meritorious conduét in the fers -
vice in which they have been engaged, as well as the con=

fidence his Majelly feels in their future good conduél, and
which I trulk they, will not difappoine. . - - .
" The eaemy has conuipued (o give what interruption he

.. O'Livly,
of the Spanifh Service, and from Brigadfer.Genera] Wp:" -
i m& was wounded when bringing y: the m‘?:.'

\. " 3 s 5
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by Captain Lord Fitm Somerfet, wh s .

and ﬁle‘.,i—-Wounded—-g“- officers, ‘19 fgfjeam,’ 1 dm‘_ _
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