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"not receive any part or fhare of the fad fine, pe 

3 

Sec, 12. And be it further enaéled, 

7 

and forfeitures incurred by force of this a8, unlefs herzin 

before otherwilfe diretied : and all ies and forfe! 

incurred by force of the afl, entided “ An aél.layi 
go on all thips and veflels in the ports 

the United States,” or by virtue of the feveral als {upp 

ary thereto, may be profecuted, fued for, and recovered 

‘by aflion of debi, or by indiétment or information, any law, 

ufage, or cuflom to the contrary notwithflanding ; as if re- 

covered in confequence of any feizure made by the com- 

mander of any public "armed veflel of the United States, 

fhall be diflributed according to the rules prefcribed by the 

aft, entitled © An a8 for the government of the navy of the 

United States,” and if otherwife fhall be diftributed, ‘and 

accounted for in the manner prefcribed by the afl, entitled 

% An aft to regulate the colletion of duties en imports and 

tonnage,” pafled the fecond day of March, one ihoufand 

Gren Sires and pinety-nine, and may be mitigated o
r re- 

mitted in the manner prefcribed by the aft, entitled ** An 
‘aft 7 Fr for mitigating or remitting forfeitures, penaluies, 

i {abilities accruing in certain cafes therein mentioned,” 

palled the third day of March, one thoufand feven hundred 

and ninety feven, and made perpetual by an‘aét paffed the 

eleventh of February, one thoufand eight hundred, and any 

officer or other perfon entitled to a part or (hare of any of 

the fines, penalties or forfeitures aforefaid, may, 1f neceflary, 

be a witnels on the trial therefor, but in fuch cafe he fhall 

valty or for- 

feiture, but the part or fhare 10 which he would otherwife 

be entitled, fhall revert 1o.the United States, 

Sec. 13. And be it further enalled, That the Prefident 

of the United States be, and he hereby is authonled to hire, 

arm and employ thirty veflels, not exceeding in tonnage one 

hundred and thirty tons each, belonging to the citizens of 

the United States, and fo many feamen as fhall be necelfary 

to man the fame for immediate fervice, in enforcing the laws 

of the United~Staies on the fea coall thereof, and to difauls 

the fame from fervice whenever he fhall deem the {ame ex- 

pedient. | Provided however, That fuch hiring, arming and 

employment fhall not be for a term exceeding one year.— 

And the faid fhips or veffels when fo hired and armed, {hall 

be employed under the dire€tion of the Secretary of the 

Trealury, 
Sec. 14. And beit further enalled, That the powers 

given to the Prefident of the United States by the (eventh 
fe&tion of the a&t of March the twelfih, one thoufand eight 
hundred and eight, to grant permiffion to citizens having 
property of value in places without the junfdiftion of the 
United States, to difpatch vefléls for the fame, fhall hence- 

forth ceafe. : ; 

Sec. 15. And be it further enalled, That this att fhall 
be in force from and afier the palling thereof, during the 
continuance of the at, entiiled * An aft laying an embar- 
go on all fhips and veflels in the ports and harbors of the 
United States,’’ and no longer, 

Approved, January 9, 1809. | TH: JEFFERSON. 
OO 

~~ Mr. SLOAN’s SPEECH 
In the House of Representatives of the United States, 

December 27, 1808, on the gth Embargo Bill, 

Mr. Speaker—I have obferved that fince printers have 
become fo numerous in thefe United States, they are obli- 

ged to adopt new modes of publication, in erder to procure 
ready fale for their innumerable produttions., They fre- 
guenty hand out long hiffories in fthort humbers—rfor in- 
ance, a hiflory that in one volume would coft five dollars, 

is much readier fale in twenty numbers at twenty-five cents 
a piece ; and as appears from the progres already made, 1t 
is pretty well afcertained that the embargo will occupy the 
greatell part, if not the whole time of the prefent feflion ; if 
a majority of the houfe is determined to keep the people in 
their prefent flate of fuffering and {ufpenfé until fpring, the 
leaft they can do during the dreary fcenes of winter, will 
be to continue diverting them with eloquent fpeeches, of all 

forts and fizes, from fifteen minutes to four hours long. — 
But knowing that mankind is fond of variety, and believ- 
ing that my worthy friends in the majority will have the 
hardelt talk they ever undertook, to keep the people of thefe 
United States in a tolerable good humor, with the embargo 

on their backs, till pext March ; although Ido net perfett- 
ly agree with them, 1 cannot give them up as loft, but like 

a faithful friend mean to fland by them tothe laft gafp, fin- 
ving if poffible to get them out of the horrible pit into which 
they have fallen, before they penith. 
Under thefe impreflions, Mr. Speaker,- 1 [hall proceed 

to offer my Ed number, which I thought of doing fe- 

veral days ago, but delayed it in confequence of a declara- 
tion of my worthy friend from Virgima (Mr. Newton) 
which rejoiced mv heart more than all the eloquent {peeches 
I have heard this {ellion: It was that we (the minority) 

knew that the embargo was never intended as a permanent 

meafure—and that they (the majority) did not intend to 
keep it on long ; or words to that effeft. Ia this declaran- 

on from fo high authority, I repofed full faith and eonhdence, 

and {ufpended offering my fecond number, in hopes of fee- 
ing the with neareft my heart of all fublunary objeéls, ac- 
complithed, in the removal of the greatell evil which in my 
opinion thefe United States ever experienced fince the re- 
volutionary wiar—I MEAN THE EMBARGO. But | have 
hitherto waifed in vain, and mull now beg the favor of my 

worthy friend the next.time he obliges the houfe with hear. 
ing the found of his pleafant voice (which I for one (hall 
bear with great delight) to releafe my mind from fufpen(e, 
by giving us the proper definition of the word rzrMaA- 
NENT, and alfo what he meant by the embargo not remain- 
ing long; whether he meant a few days, or a few weeks, 
months. or years! For, permit me to remind my friend, 
that if inflcad of being in his prefent honorable flation, re- 
ceiving fix dollars per day, as he did previous to the embar- 

| fore having beed deprived of em 

That all penalties 

"Mir. Speakgr—=1 hava committéd the purpor 
ports and harbours of 

{ human flights of imagination, it wou 

‘impoffible, for them inflantly to defcend to my humble 

“tives were pure. 

ry ee i ¥ Bo 

“their tender childien may fk. bread, and they have none to 
give, he would confider one day, longer than he Wow fo 

re. oF 

cond number to writing, for two reafons.  Firll, to leffen 

the labor of our fienographers ; and fecondly, beca
ufe, after 

having fo long followed thofe lear
ned and eloquent ‘members 

that have preceded me, in their fublime’ an
d almofl faper- 

Id be difficult, if not 

falling far below it. 
fphere, without, in their rapid defcent, aw il, 

d drefs my bantling Hence 1 was apprehenlive they woul 
in coarfer clothes than it merits—and every member on this. 

floor knows that is needlefs. Ye: [ am not difpofed to read 

it, for I bave long believed that both religiou
s and political 

(ermons Jofe much of their foree by reading, But before 

proceed furtner, I will publilh my text, which, although 

very fhort, confifting of but one word, conveys a dreadful 

found to many thoulands of {uffering American ¢iizens— 

“ pmsarco.” 1 need not repeat i, itis become very 

familiar, and I fear very pleafing to many who receive hx 

dollars per day for. fuiing a few hours in this (plendid hall 

talking about it: but very different is the fitnation of many 

ofiour conflitvents suffering under it. 

"Mr. Speaker—Before I' left home I expefted that one 

of the firft pages of our journal would have contained a de-
 

claration, that this word was proved by experience to b
e un- 

canonical, and therefore ordered ‘10 be exphinged from o
ur 

olitical bible. But alas! how grievoully am I difappoint- 

ed, iin beholding fo great a number of our learned Rabb
ues, 

introducing Latin quotations, and perhaps Greek and He- 

brew, for I underfland none of them, and adducing teftimo- 

ny brought from every habitable part of the globe, to pro
ve 

that it is not barely canonical, 

ence depends our political falvation, and that all who differ 

in opinion are dangerous hererics. It will be remembered, 

that my furprize and difappointment was fo great, that I re- 

mained filent longer than Job's three friends did in days of 

ore : we read that in confequence of the grievous fuffering 

of their friend, they fat filent and aftonifhed feven days.— 

I fat filent much longer, until compelled by an imperious 

fenfe of duty to plead the caufe of the poor and needy, and 

to exert my feeble powers in behalf of the finking hberties 

of my country, 

Mr. Speaker—Laft fefion my principal text was, Re- 

moval of the Seat of Government, and for the {ame reafon 

that Embargo is at this tume ; becaufe ut was then in my opi- 

nion the greatelt evil thefe United States {uffered—ihe 1 m- 

BARG®O 1s now. - And as every wife and jull legiflature 

will firlt attend to the greateft grievances of their conilitu. 

ents, | mult for the prefent fulpend my exertions to remoye 

the feat of government, and apply them to the Embargo. 

In doing which, I fhall not impeach the motives of thole 

who engrafied into our conflitution the plan of a diflnét ten 
miles {quare for a feat-of government; nor of thofe who 

carried that plan into execution ; nor yet (God forbid, for 

I was one) of thofe who pafled our firlt three Embargo laws. 

I will admit that their intentions were good—that their mo- 

Why experience, that only fure (may I not fay infallible) 

teacher, has incouteftibly proved that the principle upon 

which the ten miles fquare is founded, is torally repugnant 

to republicanifm and the liberties of a fice and independent 

nation ; that whatever its nominal title may be, however art- 

fully difguifed, its-effence and effet is monarchical, {pread- 

ing its baneful influence from Georgia to Maine, So has 

the Embargo. They are twin fiflers, 10 proportion to their 

power, and equally deftruétive to the lalting interell, peace, 

and profperity of thele United States; with this difference 

only, that the latter is more rapid in ber movements, and 

confequently her baneful effeéls at prefent are more fenfibly 

felt, * Well, now let me afk what muft be done? Mult 

thefe nernicious plans be fupported and continued perpetu- 

ally, becaufe they originated in pare motives 7 Does not 

common fenfe, reafon, and juftice anf{wer no? The con- 

fummate folly of weak and vicious legiflatures have ever 

appeared moft obvious, in the continuation and rigid enforce- 

ment of their own oppreflive laws ; and vice versa, the wil- 
dom of virtuous legiflatures, in tefling their laws by experi. 
ence, and fpeedily repealing all that were oppreliive 10 

the people. 
Mr, Speaker—I {hall now alk the indulgence of the 

houfe in fome obfervations upon arguments of members, 
who have preceded me, in favor of the continuation of the 
Embargo laws : In doing which, I fhall not purfue them 
through the defaris of Arabia, or the fcorchiing fands of Ly-\ 

bia; I will not travel with them, either by land or water, 

from the torrid to the frigid zone; I will not, afrer explo- 

ring the known, make a funle auempt to explore the un- 
known parts of the univerfe, in quell of evidence 10 fup- 

port our caufe. No—that would be a t2cit acknowledg- 

ment that it was as bad as theirs, infupportable by domellic, 
plain, and felf-evident fafls, 

The principal objeét I have in view, is, {to ule a’ milita- 
ry phrale) to bring the artillery of divers mewbers that have 
preceded me, to bear upon themielves; which, if i thould 
bear hard let them remember that they have provoked the 
attack ; and to thew, that fome of the evidence adduced by 
them, is conclufive againfl the continuance of the Embar- 
go laws. 
The firfl 1 (hall notice is my friend from Tenneffee (Mr, 

Rhea) who {poke next afier me, foon after the commence-. 

¢ 

ment. of this difcullion. - He obferved, that no diflinétion - 
ought to be made between rich and poor. 1 petfectly 

‘agree with him, and only alk him to reduce his excellent 
chiiftian precepts to prattice ; that while he fits in chis fplen- 

| did hall, receiving fix dollars per day ; fectre from the pierc- 
ing blafls of winter, fir removed from the baplefs habitani- 
on of want, where poverty dwells, or even from the appre- 
benfron of the plaintive cries-of a bofom friend alking bread 

vo this fb- 

Bot what has been the confequence ?— 

a- | will 

but that on our firiét obedi- | 

a
 

| abftain from making or. continuing in force laws pn, 

barely opprefling the poor, but totally depriving th o 
their wonted means of fubfiltence ; yea, cutting off fro 
them their whole flaff and fay of bread. ‘ 
The next obfervations I {hall notice, fell from my young 

friend from Virginia, (Mr. Gholfon,) who is certainly ep. 
titled to the thanks of this houfe, and of the people of (he 
Unaited States, generally, but more 

ates. Thefe claffes he has laid under fo heavy a debt of 
gratitude, that I fear they will never be able fully to dif. 
charge it, I mean his great condefcenfion, rym. oy 
prolific genius to work to devile fome means to relieve ¢ 
from their prefent fuffering fituation. . Being a great friend 
to home manufatures, I gave particular attention to his try, 
ly patriotic and benevolent plan—which was, if I under. 
flood him correétly, 10 turn the wnerchants and their clerks, 
with their powdered heads, out. of their counting-houfes, 
and fet them to ploughing—and the feamen and fithermen 
to {pinving cotton—a pldn worthy of the author I—By, 
I hope thy friend will conflider it a token of my resped, if 
I prefent for his confideration a reverfal of his plan; thy 
ts, to order the feamen (whofe hands have been ufed ¢ 
“handling the tarry ropes) to the plough; and the other tri. 
fling powder-headed gentry, to {pinning cotton, as morg 
congenial to their former habits.  Ooe more token of my 
respect, and then I will for the prefent fake leave of my 
friend from Virginia ; that is, that notwithftanding his plan 
is well adapted to the meridian of a government where fla. | 
very and unconditional submifion is the order of the day ; 
he will do well to confider before he proceeds to enforce hig 
plan, whether it will fuit the meridian of a government 
whofe citizens have not been theoretically, but praélically 
free, and long infired to employment of their own choice, 
Mr. Speaker—I fhall now proceed to fome obfervations 
of my friend from Georgia, (Mr. Troup,) but muft afk his 
pardon for not placing him firft on the lift ofthe three fic 
mighty men, that have appeared advocates for the Embar. 
go—to this ftation he 1s, in my opinion, juflly entitled, for 
the clear, pofitive, and unequivocal manner in- which he ia. 
formed the members of this houfe, from whom they had no. 
thing to fear; and to whom they might fafelvy look up for 
example. This information I truft will be duly apprecia. 
ted, kept in remembrance, and Riiflly attended to, as to pre. 
vent the neceflity of a repetition. The language, if I un. 
derflood him correétly, was to the following effe& ; that we 
had nothing to fear from the anti-Embargo men, they were 
too bale and infignificant ; that he would not appeal to the 
anti- Embargo New-Englanders, the mereeft Skylocks, the 
depraved of rhe cities, and the ignorant of the country—whd 
would facrifice the honor and independence of the nation 
for a little trade in cod-hth and pot-ath; but to the people 
of Virginia, too honorable to be corrupted, and too enlight- 
ened to be duped, 

Mr. Speaker— As this gentleman has been indulged with 
liberty toinform the members of this houfe, and through them 
the people of the United States generally, who he would not 
appeal to for example, and who he would ; I afk the fame 
indulgence, with this exception only : I afk not liberty so 
make invidious diftinétions between flates—I afk not liber. 
ty -to mention the names of any of them. No: This has 
never been my prattice on this floor, and I trufl never will, 
—None more than myfelf regret being laid uuder the im- 
perious neceflity, in fupport of jullice, liberty, and the in. 
herent rights of man, to fay, that I will never appeal or 
look up for example, to any {late government, under which 
346.968 human souls are kept in a ftaie of perpetual bona 
dage and ufed as an ariicle of trafic, in common with a 
bale of goods, or a beaft of the field—I will never hold up 
as an example any government, where the choiceft of all 
earthly blellings, ** liberty,” is extended only to a chofen 
few, and withheld from the many ; where a great majority 
of thofe called freemen, who are compelled in cafe of war to 
rifque their lives in fupport of the property of the rich, are 
denied a voice in making the law that fo compels then or 
any others, 1 will never look up for a model of political 
juftice, to a flate boafling of twenty-two reprefentatives on 
this floor ; who, neverihelefs, at ‘a late general contefled 
election, probably took between twenty and twenty-five 

thoufard votes; when on a fimilar occafion, a fate fending 
but fix reprefentatives,tcok upward of thirty-two thoufand, 
And finally, until I am convinced that a radical, and come 
plete reformation has taken place (which God in mercy 
grant may foon be the cafe,) I will never look for example 
to a late which the wife and enlightened authors of the 
Noies on Virgima, defciibed as follows: In this flae 
alone, did thererexilt fo little virtue, that fear was to be fix- 
ed 1 the hearts of the people, and to become the motive 

‘| of their exertions and the principle of their government.” 
No, Mr, Speaker, were I to hold up as an exam. 

ple any fate government, it (hould be one where eve 
man who pays: tax for the {upport of government, and 18 
called” upon when neceflacy to nfgue his life in defence 
thereof, has an equal voice in deciding who fhall make the 
laws that govern him where the power of the poor man to 
guardhis cwe lamb, 1s equal to that of the rich over his flock 
~~t0 a flate who having but e1ghteen reprefentatives on-this 
floor, can neverthelels boail of 111,000 free and indepen. 
dent voters, Not toa late where, of the declaration of 
mdependence 1s read at ail, 1t is regarded only as a plea- 
{ant fong, as founding brais, or a uekling cymbal ; but 0a 
flare where this heaven born language is reduced to practice; 
“ We hold thefe truths 10 be felf.evident, that God hath 
created all men equal, that he hath endowéd them wirh cer 
tain unalienable rights, amongft which are life, liberty, and 
the purfuit of happinels, Ever bearing in mind, that aot 

the hearers but the doers of the Jaw, are to be julhied 
thereby. 
1 will mow, with permiflion of the houfe, take fome no- 

tice of my friend from Maryland. (Me, Nelfop,) who fince 
the commencement of this difcullion, has Bo favored us 
with a found of his feeble voice—he will pardon my frec- 
dom in applying to him the appellation friend, afiér charge 
ing me wish the capiial crime of having turned my cout, 

(shat'ss w fay, I have nut always voied with the majoiny.) 

articularly of the mer. 

chasis, fexmen, nd Blbormen of he middie and enery 


