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AMERICAN CONGRESS. 
—_— ——— 

MR. QUINCY's SPEECH, 
ON THE REPORT OF MR. CAMPBELL. 

«Mr, Quincy. Mrs. Chairman, 1 am pot in general, a 

fiend to abllvafl lepiflation, Ofientatious declaration of 

nnciple 

aponits i fo frequently the fubterfuge of men, who 

are willing 10 abufe, or who mean to delnde the people, 

ghat it is wich great reloftance, 1 yield 10 fuch a courfe 

my f{anélion. ie arid 

If however, a formal annunciation of a determination to 

peform one of the mofl commoa and nndemable of nation- 

al duties, be deemed by 2 majority of ths houfe, efleanal 0 

their charaler, or to the avainment of public confidence, 4 

am willing to admit that the one now offched, 1s as unex: 

ceptionable as any it would be likely to propofe. ; 

In this view however, I lay wholly eut of fight the re. 

ort of the committee, by which it is accompanied and 1+ 

troduced. The conrfe advocated in that report. is, in my 

opinion, loathfome 3 the fpirit it breaches difgraceful ; the 

temper it 1s likely to inlpire, neither calculated to regain 

the rights we have loft, nor to preferve thofe which remain 

to us. Its an eflablifhed maxim, what, in edopring 2 refo- 

lution «fered by a committee in this houfe, no member 1s 

pledged to fupport the reafoning, or made fponfor for the 

fatts which they have feen fit to infert iw, 1 exercife, 

therefore a common right, when I [ubferibe 10 the refoluti- 

on, mot on the principles of the commiuce ; but on thole 

which obvioully refult from its terms; and are the plam 

meaning of iis exprellions, : | 

I agree to this refolution, becaufe, in my apprehenfion 

wt offers a folemn pledge to this nation ;—a pledge not to be 
miftaken, and not to be evaded, that the prefeat fyllem of 

public meafures fhall be totally abandoned. Adopt it, and 
there 4a-en end of the policy of deferting our rights under 
pretence of maintaining them, Adopt it and we no longer 
yield at the beck of haughty belligerents the right of navi- 
gating the ocean, that choice inheritance bequeathed to us 
by our fathers, Adopt it; and there is a termination of 
that bafe and abjeét fubmiffion by which this country has 
for thefe eleven months been difgraced and brought 10 the 
brink of ruin. 

That the natural import and neceflary implication of the 
terms of this refolunon are fuch as I have fuggefied will be 
apparent from a very tranfient conlideration. What do its 
terms neceffanily ioclade P they contain dn affertion and a 
pledge. The affertion is, that the editis of Great-Britain 
and France are contrary to our rights; honor and indepen- 
dence, The pledge is, that we will not fubmit to them. 

Concerning the affertion, contained in this refolution I 
would fay nothing, were it not that I fear that whofe who 
have fo long been in the habit of looking at the orders and 
decrees of foreign powers as the meafure of the rights of our 
own citizens ; and been accuflomed, in direét fubferviency 
to them, of prohibiting commerce altogether, might appre- 
hend that there was fome lurking danger in fuch an affet- 
on. They may be affured there can be nothing more harm- 
lefs. 

which admits the injuftice done, at the very infant of exe- 
cuting the a&t of opprelfion. No gentleman need have any 
difficulty in ferewing his courage up to this affertion. Nei- 
ther of the belligerents will contradi@ it. Mr. Turreau 
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from trading with eiliér,. We do mere, as if unqualified 
| fubmifliop was pot humiliating enough, we defeend to an 
| abt of fupererogation. in fervility ; we abandon trade alto- 

gether ; we not only refrain from shar paricalar trade, which 
their eipeding edifts profcribe, but left the ingenuity of 
our merchants {hould enable them to evade heir operation, 
to make {ubmiflion doubly fure, the American government 
virtually re-enaét the edifis of the belligerents and abandon 
all tbe trade, ‘which notwithflanding the praflical effe@s of 
their edills, remained to us, The fame conclufion will re- 
{ult if we confider our embargo in relation to the cbjefts of 
this belligerent policy; France, by her edits would com- 
prefs Great-Britain, by deflroying ber commerce and cut- 
tng off her fupplies, All the continent of Europe in the 
hand of Bonaparte is made fubfervient to this policy. The 
embargo laws of the Unired States in its operation, is an 
union with this ceptinental coalition againfl. Britifh com- 
merce, at the very moment moft aufpicious tots fuccefs,— 
Can any thing be more in dire fubferviency to the views 
of the French Emperor? If we copfidér the orders of 
Grear-Britain the ref{ult will be the fame. I proceed at 
prefent on the fuppofition of a perfeft impartiality in our 
admivilfl ration towards both beliigerents, fo far as relates 10” 
the embargo Jaw. Great-Brimjn had two oljje€ls in ilfuing 
ber orders, Fir to excite dilcontent in the people of the 
continent, by depriving them of their accullomed colonial 
fupplies, Segond, to fecure 10 herfelf that commerce of 
which fhe depsived neutrals, Our embargo co-operates 
with the Britith views in both relpetls. By our dereliélion 
of the ocean, the continent is much more deprived of the 
advantages of commerce, than it would be pofbble for the 
Brinth navy to effeft, and by removing our comperition, 
all the commerce of the continent, which can be forced, is 
wholly left to be reaped by Grear-Brirain, The language 
of each favereign, is in dire conformity to thefe ideas,— 
Napoleon telis the American minifler vitally that we are 
very good Americans; that although he will not allow the 
property he has in his hands to efcape him, nor defilt from 
ing and capturing our veflels on every occafion, yet 

that fre is thus far faushed with our co-operation. And 
what 1s the language of George the third, When our m1- 
nifier prefents 10 hus conlideration the embargo laws. [5s it 
Le Roy 5° avisera? The King will refle€t upon them ,— 
Noit is the pure language of Royal approbation, Le Ray 
le veut,—The King wills it, Were you colonies he could 
expett no more, His fubjefls as inevicably get that com- 
merce which you abandon, as the water will certainly run 
into the only channel which remains afier all the others are 
obfirufted. In whatever point of view you confider thefe 
embargo laws in relation to thofe edifls and decrees, we 
fhail find them co-operating with each belligerent in its po- 
lity. In this way, I grant our conduét may be impartial ; 
but what has become of our American rights to navigate the 
ocean ? they are abandoned in fri conformity to the de- 

 crees of both belligerents. This refolution declares that we 

Neither Great-Britain nor France ever pretended | 
that thofe edifts, on the principle of imperious neceflity, | 

and Mr. Ecfkine will both of them counterfign the decla- 
ration to-morrow. 
With re{peét to the pledge contained in this refolution, | 

under flood according to ts true import, it is a glorious one, | 
It opens new profpetis, It promifes a change in the di{po- 
fition of this houfe, 
that it will no longer {ubmit to thefe edifls. 
_ Itremains for us, therefore, to confider what fubmiffion 
#, and what the pledge tot to fubmit implies. 
One man fubmits to the order, decree! or ediftof another, 

when he does that thing which {uch order, decree or edift commands ; or when he admits to do that thing, which fuch 
order, decree or ediét 
1 to do as we are bidden, | 
the meafure of our rights, Its to yield to his 
were he direfls, or to refrain from going where 
If this be fubmiflion, then the 

Plies the reverfe of all this, Ics 
we will not do thar thing, 
edit commands, or that we will do what it prohibits,— This, 
then, is freedom. This is honor, This ss i dence. 
It confifls in taking the nature of things and not the will of 
mother, as the meafure of our rights, What God and pa- 
ture have offered us, we will enjoy in defpight of the com- 
Wands, regardlefs of the menaces of 1mquitous power. 

Let us apply thefe corre@® and undemable principles to 
the edifls of Great-Britain and France, and the confequent 
*bedonment of the ocean by the American Government, 

Briain. The orders of Great-Britain us from tra- €ng with France, And what do we? Why—in diceft 

Its to take the will of another as 
380g 

forbids us, 

It 1s a folemn affurance to the nation, 

prohibits, Ths then, is fubmillion, It- 

the adh sa from Virginia (Mr. Clopion) 

felt. I bear dhiac all this difcontent was mere 

able and willing 

year; fome two years, 
from North Carolia (Mr. Macon) rold 

And 

will no lenger fubmit ta fach degrading humiliation. Lit. 
tle as I veldh, I will take it as the harbinger of a new day ; 
the pledge of a new fyflem of mealures, 

Perhaps, here, in firiétneis, I ought to clofe my obferva- 
tions. But the report of the commutice, contrary to what | 
deem the principle of the refolution, unqueflionably recom. 
meoded the continuance of the embargo laws, And fuch 
1s the flate of the nation, and in particular that portion of it, 
which io part I reprefent,under their opprefhon, that I cannot 
refrain from fubmitting fome confiderations on that fubjefl, 
When I enter on the fubj=& of the embargo, I am ruck 

with wonder atthe very threfhold. , I know nox with what 
words to expres my aflonifhment. At the time I departed 
from Maffachuleus, if there was an impreflion, which I 
thought umverfal, it was, that at the commencement of this 
fellion an end would be put to this meafure, . The opinion 

~ was not fo much that it would be rerminated, as that it was 
then at an end. Sir, the prevailing fentiment, according 10 
my apprehenlion, was flropger than this—even that the 
preflure was fo great that it could not pollibly be endured ; 
‘that it would foon be abfolutely infupportable, And this 
opinion, as I then had reafon to believe, was not confined 
to any one clals or defcription,’ or pariy—that even thofe, 

' who were friends of the exifling adminifisration, and unwil- 
pledge not to fubmit im- | ling to abandon it, were vet fatisfied that a fofficient trial 

which fuch order, decree, or | 
had been given to this meafure, With thefe impreflions 1 
arrive in this city, I hear the encantations of the 

begin to move, The fcene opens. And I am commanded 
to forget all my recolleftions, to difbelieve the evidence of 
my lenfes, to contradift what I have feen, and heard, and 

party clamour ; 
artifice ; that the people of New-England are 

us thar he three years embargo a war. 

great en- 
 chanter. 1 feel his fpell. I fee the legiflative machinery 

to epdure this embargo for an indefinite, 

8C 3. , 

yr Masssty, at the Sign of the Bie and Crows, 
will be thankfully received. 

the 

Se— 

ATI ss TE ENE me 

ME ’ 

hoped we fhould never allow our veffels to go upon 
ocean again until the orders and decrees of the bellige- 

that he 

rents were refcinded. In 

Heavens! Mr, Chairman, are men mad ? Is this 

New-England, after eleven manths deprivation of the ocean, 
to be commanded {Lill longer to abandon it, for an undefined 
period ; to hold their unalienable rights, at the tenure of the 
will of Britain or of Bonaparte? A le commercial in 
all afpefls, in all their rejations, in all their hopes, in all their 
recolle€lions of the pall, in all their profpe@s of the future; 

their childhood, the approbation of many years, the preci- 
ous inheritance of their fathers, in the mdf of their {uccefs, 
in the moment of the molt exquifite perception of comaer- 
cial profperity, 10 be commanded to abandon it, not for a 
time Jimited ; but for a time uplimiced ; not until they can 
be prepared to defend themfelves there, (for that is not pre- 
tended) but uniil their rivals recede fiom it; not until their 
necellities require, ‘but until foreign nations permit! I am 
lofl 10 aftonithment, Mr, Chairman. I have not words 10 
exprefs the matchlefs abfurdity of this attempt, I have no 
tongue to exprefs the {wift and headlong deftrulion, which 
a blind petfeverance in fuch a fyflem mult bring upon 
this nation, 

But men from New-England, reprefentatives on this 
floor, equally with myfeifthe conflitutional guardians of het 
iterells, differ from aie in thele opinions; M y honorable 
colleague (Mr, Bacon) tock accakon in feceet fellion, (0 
deny that there did exifl all that difcontent and diflrefs, 
which 1 had attempted, in an humble way to deferibe. He 
told us he had travelled in Maffachufeus, ‘that the people 
were not thus'diffasisfied, that the embargo had not produ. 
ced any fuch tragical effefls. Really, Gr, my honorable 
colleague has travelled. All the way from Stockbridge to 
Hudfon ; from Berkethire 10 Bofton ; from ah to ian s from 
county court to county court; and doubtlefs he collefled afl 
that important informazion, which an acute witelligence nea 
ver fails to retain on {uch occafions, He found ‘ea, 
{alte, W_ I. ram and molafTes dearer ; beef, pork, butter and 
checfe cheaper. Refleflion enabled him to arrive at this 
difficale refult, that in this way the evil and the good of the 
embargo equalize one another, Bue has my Honorable col. 
league travelled on the fesboard ? Has he witneffed the 

~~ 

| Inge plain Englifh, ubtil France and | 

touched with that infanity which is the ever failing precur- 
for of the intention of heaven to deflroy ? The people of | 

le whofe hrfl love was the ocean, the choice of | 

fugar, | 

flate of our cities? Has he feen our fhips rotting & our 
wharves: our wharves deferted, our fortes temantlefs, our 
ftrects bereft of alive bufinefs; induflry forfaking her be- 
loved haums ; and hope fled away from places where fhe 
had from earlielt times been accuflomed to make and to fol 
fil her mofl precious promifes? Has be converfed with the 
merchant, and heard the tale of bis embarraffiments— His ca. 
pital arrefled in bis hands, forbidden by your laws to refofe 
to a market, with property four times {ufficient to difcharge 
all his engagements, neceffitated to hang on the precarious 
mercy of monied inflitutions for that indulgence, which pre- 
ferves bim from flopping payment, the firft flep towards 
bankropicy 7 Has he converled with our mechanicks ? Has 
he feen him either deflitute of emplgy ment or obliged to ge 
feek it in labours edious to him, becaufe he was not 
them? That mechanick, who the day before this embargo 

hike a fweet morfel under your tongue, had more bufinefs 
than he bad hands, or time, or thought to employ in it, now foliciting at reduced prices iat employment which the rich, 
owing to the uncerramty in which your laws have involved 
their capital, cannot afford, | could heighten this pitture. 
I could thew you lsbonring poor in the'alms-hovfe, and 
willing indullry dependent upon charity. Buf'1 confine my - 
{elf to paruculars, which have fallen wader own obfer- 
vaion, and of which ten theuland fufering individuals on 
the feaboard of New-England, are liviog witnefles that here 
is nothing fihitioes. 

Mr. Chairman.—Other Gentlemen mull take their ref. 
ponfibikties—I fall take mine, Tris snsARGO MusT 
BE REreALED. You cannot enforce it for any impor- 
tant period of time longer, Wien 1 fpeak 
lity to enforce this law, let not gendemen mifunderfiand 
me. 1 mean not 10 intimate infurreflions or open defian- 
ces of them. Altbough wu 1s impollible to forelee in what 
atls, that 
told *“ makes wife men wad.” 
ng from very different chufes, - 

claimed the other day in a fran of patriotic ardour, 
“ Whar, hall sot our laws be executed ? Shall theif au. 
thority be defied? 1 am for enforcing them at every ha. 

1 honour that gentleman's zeal ; and I mean no det 
pect 1 entertain for’ him, when [ 

ell him, that 10 thes wllance “ hus zeal is not according 0 

“YF afk this boufe, ¥ there no coprol 5 its anthority, js 
there no lintit 10 the power of this madonal legrflauee? 1 

_pafled, the very day that you took this bit, and rolled ¢ 

of your inabi- 

opprethon’ will finally terminate, which, we are 
I Speak of inabiluy refult- 

gentleman from North Carolina { Mr, Maceis® = } 


