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COURT OF INQUIRY.
{Canl;',1ucdfrom our laft. )
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-

Tuessay, Deceniber 8.
e Basrd nf!nqn?ry retn | this moriy
tna Taon affer ten o'clock, and the Public were admited 1n
* g u ’ } ’ ' '
‘:h: Ahal was, Sir Hew Dalrymple, Sir 3 rithur Wellell
Yoy, 20d Si , |
Aidesde Camp. The Coort was much more crowded
thin oo any of the preceding davs, . e
The proceedings covmmenced By the reading of a lertes
E:otm Sic Hew Dalrymple 1o Sir'C, Cotton, in grhichthe
aperations of the Reiifh army duting'the bagtle of Vimeira
were defcribed, together with _1hc fubfcqg‘cm Ariniflice and
Convénnian, : ’
Qic Avthor Wetlfley then came forward and read a pa.
r. tn which he flaied, that having heen out of town, he
had only the nigh: before teceived the Ocder of the Board,
to dehiver @ narratve of the vartinis communicationhs which he

had with SirlH. Burrard, frorg (he time when that Officer

1ok the comiwind ill the\arvical of Sic H. Ih}()(,mp!e.._. ‘

B;n even fflhe'limc had béen lnng':r He would have lcq'.cf.
ted Tonie d:tay. Sk H. Byraacd was his Commiadmg
Officer, ahd he ‘was the praper perfon to give a narrative
of the praceedings of thie atmy, while urider bis command.
That marrative, he had ao doubt, would be correth. He
was reatly in the taean nime, however, fo anfwer any quel-
tions that might be put to him eithér verbally or in wriling,
and he trufted chat ‘the Coust would indulge him in making
fuch oblérvations on the flareingnt of Sir Harry Barrarq

ws he ijht jadge proper, aud in calling evidence if necef- |

Tary. This paper was celivered. to thé Prefident.

Ser Harry Burrard then read a narrative of his proceed.-
Ings, from the time of s appain:aient fo the command of
the army, till he gave «t up to Sir Hew Dalrymple, The
’Cifovﬁing 1s the fubflance of lhd( decument :

¢ Mr. Prefident. and my Lords and Geutlemen, in obe-
dience 10 yeur ctommands [ attend (hs Boaad . of Ingiicy
this day, anll I have now the honor of fubmitting to your
conflideration 2 natsative of my proceedings and conduct,
with refpe& to his Majelly’s - arms in Portagal., 'On the
19th of July, I received a potihicarion from Licuteoant-
Colonel Gordon'thdat ‘1 was to be. cmpluy-d as fecond 10
tommand 1n an expedition determined o + is Majelly's
G vernment, and begged 1 would immediately wait op
Lord Cafllereagh, 1 waited on his Logdlhip accordingly,
and undetfloed the expedition was deftined, 1o att 1n Span
or Portugal, as circamftances fhou!d render neceflary. On
the 2ath, [ received a notification from the Commander in
Chief, thar his Majefly had ‘been gracisufly pleafed io ap-
point me fecond in command undeér Sir- Hew Dalrymple,
and with that notification. T received a copy of my inftruc-
tions, and a i} of the ffaff. and the amount of the army o
be employed, On ‘the 334, 1 reccived m¢ final orders
from Lord Caftiereagh ; on the 29th, I embarked at Porif-
mouth ; and on the g, failed from that port, it having
previoully been flated tome by the Under Secretary of
State, that Goverpment were extremely impatient for my

falling. The letwter of the Under Secrerary  of State alio
informed me, that the Cavalry were that day émbarking in
the River, and advifed me, if the artillery was not embark.

ed at the period of recetving the leuter, to fail withaut it.—,

I alfo received a'letter, previous to my leaving Portfmouth,
from Lord Caltlereagh, totimating a waith, before 1 proceed-
ed to the South of Poriagal, that 1 fhould touch at Operto,
or fend (ome confidential agent there to colle@® what infor-
mation | could upon the matters connetied with ¥ fervice.
In confequence of the' urfavourable Rate of the weather,
the Audacions, in which 1 {atled, was kept beating abiout
in the Chansel; but on the 16 of Augull, we arcived off
Cipe Fimflerre, when 1 fhifred my Haff from the Audaci-
ous (o the Brazen floop of war, On the foliowing day 1
sriived at Oparto, where 1 learnt that Sir Arthur Wellel-
ley, afier having beep reinforced by General Sp’cncc.r;’s di-
vifion, had landed at Mondego-Bay. I procceded ums
diaiely on my voyage, and arrived at, Mondego-Bay o8
18th, It was my intention t6 have difembarked

place, and to bave fent Sir John Moorc?hto the. Tagus with .

his divifion, with a view to ke the enemy in ibe réar, but
I found a variety of obflacles in the ‘way.
place, Sir Arthur Wellefley had {wept the country of eve-

ry {pecies of conveyance, and though the people were dif-
poled to affift the Brinth arats, they bad not the ability.—

Carriages we could find none, 'lh fircams were all dry, and
with reipeét to provifions, ‘we {hould have been 10 a very,
precarious flate. 1 made all poffible enguiries afier the 150

mules, promifed by the Bifhop of Oporto, but'none bad ar-
nived, nor could agy account of them be gained. I¢ was

equally imprudent at that time to bave landed pan of :he
reinforcements, for had Sir' John Mooré’s brigade been dil-
embarked, it would have taken fime to é‘mpmw,‘
with 2 view of marchs mbtﬂd’;ﬂl’u and
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the Board, be prefumed, were already in poflethon:

~_ Several queftions were p\aby&-ﬂamu
| Sir hn&m;m-bcfw %} of his narranve, 1o
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tion,  On the xgxh, at nighg ‘ %ke a

which duformed ' us that . Sir Avchur Wellefley  had had a
fmart 2€tion with the enemy, on the 17th, and had fuflain-
1 &d fome dofs, but not adequate to thatof the enemy, - Hav-
{.ing nocaife to doubt the ti’utb,o"fh 13 tuformation, I direcs

fed its deliberations this morns |

‘1ed Sir J. Moore to return and land at Mondego. Bay, in

order-that he might beepabled to fupport Sir Arshur Wel.

lefley, (hould he be obliged to fall back; or to affilt him 1o
profecute fdether advantages, By the fame Boat, 183“'?3
information that Pemiche wasig the hands of the enemy,

and chat it would be impiattible to Jand with fafety fouth of

that fore, [‘Sir Harry then defcribedsche order in which
he purpofed landing bis troops.] ©On the goth uit, when
T was to difemback, Sic Arthur. Wclkﬂcy came off from

v
-

the fhore; and. when oo board, in_psefence of Brigadier-

General Chinton, and oihers of the Staff, told me of the ac-

ton of the 19th. and faid ut was s intention 10 advance
the nextmoraing. I was of opinian that it was net exped:
ent to adopt that intention, efpeciaily asthe had communica-
1ed to me the-d;fficulties the army, {aboured undec, from the
want of cavalry and arsitlery borfes, and the impréticabili-

ty of moving the armv to any ennliderable diftagce from the

victwalling fhips.  The decifion I came to, namely; that
the army (hould bale, was a ferfous one, bt in roy mind

amply jullihied by the confiderations appofed to its' advance, |

The enemy greaily outnumbered the Bewsth in cavalry, and

the nearer they a{;proachéd the defeoces furrounding Lif- |

bony the nearer were they to theirrefources. o fuch 2 flace

of things, had the Britith army received a check, the difal- |

ters might have been 1acalculable, I therefore thought at
moft proper 1o dehfl from an advance til 2 junétiop was for-
med awith the remaining part of the Bririth army, [ Here
Sir Hacry entered into a delcription of the pelative firength
of the feveral forts in the Tagus, and inferred, that while
the Britth a-my were engiaged io reducing thefe forts; he
enemy might have fought them under great advaniage ; and
furtheg, bad Sir Charles Couon been compelled to put to

fea wuh his fleet, the ymprellionspon the forts could have |

$

|

been very trifling, - as thearmy Had no heavy arullery or
battering ammunition.  The {urf oo might bave cur off the
provifiors.]  Under all thefe circumilances, as I have be-
fore flated, I thoaght it pradent that the army {bould halk,
and [ felc great fausfaftion that my brother officers, whole
talents and experience wete unqueflionable, concurred with
me in_the propriety of that opmion, Oa the mormag of
the 2111 L landed, and prefentiy heasd a firing rowards Vi-
micra. - | .was convinced the enemy had forelialled the-ne-
cellity of the Brinith army’s advancing, by comméncing an
attack themfelves, I underflood Sir Archur Wellefley was
on the left of the'army, and I fhortly after joined him on
the heights, I had a few words of explanation with him,
and I had fuch reafon to be fatisfied with the difpofitien he
had made, that I dire@ted hity to go oo, aud compléte the
bufinefs he had fo_fuccefsfully and fo happily begun. DBy

“thas direfling him to proceed, I imagined I was exercifing

one of the funBlions of a Commander in Chief, and I held
myfelf refponfible far the iffue. Soon afier, .the Feench
gave way, ard, in lefs than two hours, they were every
where repulfed. At this moment 1 was informed that no
advautage could be expefled from the Portuguele cavalry ;
andon Sir Arthioc’s fuggcfling the propriery of the troops
advancing, I anfwered, that I faw po reafon forchangng
my firll opinion, and that it was betrer the ‘army fhould
wait the arrival of reinforcements before they advanced.—
During the engagemeat, 1 had obferved the inability of the
actillery horfes, and a want of celerity in their movements.
I alfo obferved large bodies of the enemy’s cavairy moving
in different diections, and a body of infaniry to the lek,
which had not been.engaged, Thefe and other circumflan-
ces formed my determnation, and Generals Murray, and
Clinton faid 1 had well deteemined, It alio appeared to
me that the enemy’s plan of auack was 1l advifed and Wl
{upporied. Had we been more advanced, we fhould have
been more expofed. ' I therefore thonght it beter to halt
and refreth the men, and o get the wounded on board the
fhips, Genesal Ackland’s brigade had been vp all night,
and the relt of the army, was under arms before day-light.
Of thefe difadvantages the ensmy might have prohted d
we advanced, as they knew the country, and were in pol-
felhion of its refources ; but the principal reafons were what
he had only flated, and the neceflity of geting the wound-
ed off the ficld of battle. On the 22d, Sir Arthur Wels
lefley. came to me from Peniche, andanformed me that Sir
Hew Dalrymple had arrived. I weat to the out-polls, and
found the French General Kellerman was advancing wits a
flag of truce ; and-of the tranfattions (ubfequent upo’:;thy,

The narrative was laid before the Board 10 the {ame mao-
Wittng, "t
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ympofcd ofed to him to ad-

vance, apd he liad anfwered as befures The French had,

WG!‘Q b" f’?ﬁ "6 w'l;;b?o
cfore ‘!‘“’“ﬁt Sir'He

polae. 1t i
but he fuppofed the

g

3 A
including cavalry, » Befor sw Dl
*'!c, he kpew }heﬂ;gGOfl'bea erally,

underflood that there was a deficiency

.
&

“vilry, a9d of srillery, aed of herles for
As to the quantity or quality of provifio ot di
‘tnllly informed, The edemy, he inderftood, were in force ;
Tortes Vedras, and from' Torre ras o Mafra there

‘was the firongell pals he had ever feen. When Sir Hew
‘Dalrymple arrived, he Rated to him his reafons for not
v Loed Moira, Q. You have flatedy ithat one of yodr
reafons for not advancing was,. that the Brunth troops had -
been long under arms, and were greatly fatigued, ' ‘Is/ivnot
to be underflood that the French . troops had been an'equal

timé yader arms, and as faugued With the s€lion? A, I
thought the troops reguiged tefrefhment.  The French
troops, 1 fhould fuppofe, mufl have been under arms much -
earlier than the Englith, -ds they marched-to thé attack.

Sic Arthur Wellefley s flatement and Sic. H. Burrard’s
narrative were read a fecond ume pro fofma. | .

Sir Hew Dalrymple declined putting any queflion to
Sir Harry Burrard, , ; L ’

Quellions by Sir A. Wellefley to Sir, H. Burrard::—

Q. I with to know whether Sir Haisy Bucrard ever
heard that 1t was a flanding order n the army whil¢ under
my command, that the iroops when ordered to march fhould
cook a days provifion’s? A. I did hearof it. . _

Q. The troops thed being ordered to march/on the 211,
would they not have in their hayecfacks, duripg the athon
of she 2101, the provifions for thatday.? AL/ Cettainly if
they recewved otderstomareh, o 0L

Q. Oa the éyening of the goth, did I .potinform Sir

o 4
»

ﬂ

{

!

Hasty Bursard, ¢hat [ had ordered the army to march on
the following morning 7= A, Sir Asthur Wellefley lated
that he intended 7o march on the following moraing, and
probably that he had ordered the aray to advance.

Q. 8ir H. Burraed has flated to the Courtithar I pro-
pofed tv thim onithe freld of taule to parfue the eneniy.——
Does he recollet my haviog propofed: it to lm:a fecond
time, in confequence of a meflage which [ received from
Gen. Fergufon ?—=A. I do remember that Sie Anthar faid
fomerhing (o te onthe {ubjett; but if Lirecollett it'was to
purfue on the Aeft where the ground 'was.open, and the
enemy would bave had.a geear advantage from their {upe.
riority in point of cavalry. Geaeral Fergufon's brigade
was thren moch advanced, \ ‘ "

Q. Does ‘SiriH. Burrard recolle@t that the groundl in
front of the pofition of General$ Fane and Anftruther’s brie
gades was bounded -by a hill covered wiih pine trees, to
which the right flank ofithole brigades would bave been ex-
pofed ifithey had purfued that part of the enemy’s atmy
which had been engaged by them and defeated by them?
A. Theré was.a hill covered with pines m-front,

Q. Does Sir H. Busrard recolletl; that indeferibing to
bim the difpoliion which I had made of the.army, and the
orders I had given to the different: cotps, I'informed him
that I bad ordered Generals Fane and Aofiruther potto be
indaéed 10 quit their pefition on-anyaccount without orders
from me.—~A. I was informeéd that they were not to fol-
low the enemy, and that the order had been given them be-
fore they were engaged, Whether Sur Anthur or fomeb
dy elfe told me I do not know, ‘ |

€. ‘Does be recollett that the plan, according to which
1 propofed ta him 10 putfue the'enemy and follow vp our
advamaiges; was o move the brigades on the right, namely,
thofe of Generals Hill; Fane, and Avflruther, upon Torres
Vedras, by ibe high read, and ro follow the beaten enemy
wmith the other five brigades, -and the Portuguefe troop 7 —
A.d underflood - it was intended to-march the brigades on
ahe right upon Torres Vedrds. I.desol recollett the relt
K. |

i

pait of the plan mentioned tome. -~ N - |

Q. Whether Sir H. Burrard wegollé@ls lhl(,lllc fizft me
1 fpoke 1o im.about pufuingiheenemy, Fmentioned the
plan of marchiog ro Torres Vedras; camd the decond nme,
the purfait of the enemy with dhe [éft 7 AL 1 idid not con-
fider them as one and ihe fame plan, ¥ faw 2 corpsiof

Gezieral Fergalon’s brigade wo far advinced and m a sdn,

and I orderedic o halr, s g kg _
rnumber at which the enemy’s cavialry was cllimated,asfor.
| ‘advavced that the-corps ‘wasiin danger of being expofed 1o

which' | Burrard flates that be Gw ame of die

the encwy’s cavalry before iber
- Q; ‘By.Sic Avthur, Was the:period a wiich

tcoops came up Lo his

‘m&“, . -FY
Sir B

from a paper in bis hand. ' Sve Arthur | inavun, ashefdys, before he “had: hat che-enemy
exceptas to cavaley, arullery, &c. “Hehad | made by a corps-of Freoch inkimey onshe gull and Bad 7.




