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with an awful feafe of the truft 10 be aflumed,
various circumflances, which give peculiar fulemnity to the
exifting period, I feel that both the honer and the refponfi-
bility ablotied 10 me are inexpreflibly enhanced. -
The prefent fituation of the world is indeed without a pa-
rallel ; and that of our own country full of difficulfies.—
The ie of thefe 100, ivthe more feverely felt, becaufe
they have fallen upon us at a moment when ‘the national
profperity being at a height not before atiained, the conrafl
Sabing fode ihe .
ing. Under the benign influence of our republican infli-
tutions, and the maintenance of peace with all nations whilll

“change, has been rendered the more fink. L

fo many of them were engaged in bloady and wafleful wars, |
the fruits of a jull policy were enjoyed, in an unnvalled
growth of our faculies and refources.  Proofs of this were
feen in <he improvewents of agriculturey in the fuccefsful .
enterprizes of commerce, in the progrels of manufallures ;
avd ufeful aris; in the increafe of the public revenue, and
the ufe made of it in reducing the public debt, and 0 the
valaable works and eflabhfhments, every were muluplying
over the face of our land. ; ,
Itis a precious reflection’ that the tranfition from this
profperous condiiion of our country, to the fceme which has
for fome ume been diftieffing us, 1 not chargeable on any
unwarrancable views, nor, as I truft, on any involuntary
ertors in the public councils. . Indulging no paliton which
trefpafs on the rights, or the repofe, of other pations, iilhas
been the true glory of the United States to culuvate peace,
by obferving jullice ; and to entitle themfelves to the rel-
pet of the nations at war, by fulfilling their neutral obli- -
gations with the mofl fcrupulous impartiality, If there be
. candor in the world the truth of thefe affertions will not be
gueflioned, Pollerity at leafl will do juflice to them.

" This ‘unexceptionable courfe could not avail’againfl the
injuflice and*violente of lie "beélligerent powers. In their
rage againfl each other, or impelled by more direft motives,
principles of retaliation have been introduced equally con-
tfary to univerfal realon and acknowledged law.—How
long their arbitrary edifls will be continued, in {pue of the
demonfirations that not even a pretext for them has been
given by the United States, ancf of the fair and liberal at-
tempts to induce a revocation of them cannot bé anticipated,
Aflluring myfelf that under every vicillitude, the determi.
red fpint and united councils of the pation will be fafe-

— e e

gudrds to its honor and its efential interefls, 1 fcpair )
the poft afligned me, with no other difceuragement than
what {prings from my own inadequacy 1o its high dutits,—
If 1 do not fink under the weight of this deep conviftion,
it is becaufe:1 find fupport in a confcioufnefs of the pur-.
poles, and a confidence in the principles which I bring with
me into this arduous fervice. T

To cherifh peace and friendly intercourfe with all nau-
ons having correfpondent dnfpol{iom; to mainiain hncere
neutrality towards belligerent nations ;- to prefer in all ca-
fes amicable difcuflion and reafonable -accommodanion of
differences, to a decifion of them by an appeal 10 arms; fo
exclude foreign intrigues and foreign parnialiies, fo degra- |
ding to all countries, and fo baneful 1o free ones;-io folier |
a {pirit of independence, too jull to invade the rights of
others, too proud to furrender our own, too liberal to n-
dulge unworthy prejudices outfelves, and too elevated no
to loock down upon them in others; to hold the union of the
flates as the bafis of theit peace and happinefs; to fuprort
the conflitution, which is the cement of the union as well in
its limitations as in its authorities : 1o refpe& the rights and
authorities referved to the Rates apd to the people, as equal-
ly incorporated with, and effential to the fuccefs of the ge-
neral {yllem ; o avoid the ﬂagbteﬂ interference with the
rights of confcience or the funtlions of religion, fo-wilely
exempted from civil jurifdiftion ; to preferve in their full
energy the other falutary provifions in behalf of private and
perfonal tights, and of the freedom of the prels; 1o obferve
aecopomy n public expenditures; (o deliberate the public
refources by an bonorable difcharge of the public debis; to
keep within the requifite limiis 2 flanding militacy force,

- always remembering that an armed and :raiped mmlivia 1s the

- firmef! bulwark of republics ; that without flanding armues
their Liberty gan pever be in danger, nor, with large ones
{afe : 1o promote by authorifed means improvements friend-
ly to agricalture, to manofaltures, and 10 external, as well
as internal commerce ; to favor in like manser, the advance-
ment of {cience, and the diffufion of information, as the befl
aliment to true liberty ; to carry on the benevolent plans
which have been fo meritorioufly applied, to the coaverfion
of our aboriginal neighbors from the degradation and wreich-
ednefls of fange hfe to a participation of the improvements
of which the human mind and manners are {ufcepuible in a
civihized flate: As far as fenuments and iatenuons, fuch as
thefe can aid the fulfilment of my duty, they will be a re-
fource which cannot faill me,

It is my fortune, mocgover, to have thé path in
which I am 1o tread, highted by examples of illuflrious fer-
vices, fucceflively readered, in the moft trying difficuliies,
by thofe who have marched before me. OF thofe of my
immediate predeceflor, it might at leafl become: me here to
{peak, I may, however, be pardoned for not fupprefling
the {ympathy with which my heart is full, in the nich re-

~ ward he enjoys in the beoedibtions of a beloved country,
{uzfully beflowed for exalied wlents, zealoufly devored,
through a long career to the advancement of its highefl in-
terefls and happinefs, | |

But the fource to which I look for the aid which alone
caa {upply my deficiencies, is in the well wied intelligence

| fulained, and

‘broadfide,

C@r of a lester from Rear-Admiral Sir Edward Pellew,

Bart. ,_ |
‘vellels in the £all-Tndies, to the Hon. W. Wellelley
Pole, dated oo board His Majefly’s (hip Culloden, 0
Bombay-Harbour, tbc“',th of Apnl, ‘;_308: . b3
Sir—1 requell you will fubmit.to the Right Honora-
ble the Lords Commiffhoners of the A‘thaugty, the nclofed
letier from Licut, William Dawfon, afling in the command

of his Majelly’s (up Si. Fiorenzo, flating the particulars

-

of the capiure of La Piedmontaife French frigate, mount-
ing 50 gﬁ:u, oit the 8ih ult, in the Gulph of Maunaar,
“In making this communication to their Lord(hips, I am
defirous of expreffing thofe mingled fennments u( admiration
and concern which J. expenence in. the lofs of Capu.m
George Nicholas Hardinge, who fell in the moment of vic-
tory, after having exeried, dyring't‘hree.fuccclﬁve days, the
mofl remarkable zea) and gallantiy, and judgement in the
‘condu@ of this very brilliant aétion, His Majelly®s fervice
has been thus deprived of a mofl excellent and 'dnﬂmgtfllbcd
officer 3 of whom the higheft expetlations have been juilly

formed, from a knowledge of his many great and excellent

qualines. , " 4 ’

The merit of Lieut. William Dawfon, dipon whom the
command devolved afier the death of Capt. Hardinge, is
already well koown to the Board by his gallant behaviqur
on a former occafion, when he was feverely wounded at the

capture of the Plyche frigate by the S, Fiorénzo, in which

nearly the whole of her prefent officers and crew had the (

honor to fhare. | b A .
The manner in which he continued the aftion, which had

been fo nearly concluded by his lamented Capiain, and
finally condutied it to a fuccefsful iffue, ‘will, doubdels,
fecure 10 him the high approbauon and recompenfe of :their

Lordfhips, ~

The undaunged,bravcry,' the animated and pcr(cvcring,

exertions of every officer, feaman, and marine on board the
St. Fiorenzo, have.been truly worthy of the belpved coun-
try in whofe eaufe they have been fo nobly engaged ; ihe
public gtalilud'e' will be commen{urate with their eminent
{ervices, "o | ‘

1 Jearn that the St, Fiorenzo had arrived with her prize
in fafety at-Colombo, from whence fhe may fhorily be ex-
pefted at this port.. I have the hanor to be, &c.

: Al e EDWARD PELLEW,

hoprely Ei;‘Maneﬁ}'; Jhip St, Fiorenzo, at sea,
Hetuhe g2 gth March, 1808.
- Sin—1It is with great-segret 1 bave o inforam you'of the
death of Capt. Hatdinge, late ofhis Majefty’s thip St.Fioren-

1 zo, who fell glorioufly in the early pact of an a&lion on the

8h inflant, beiween his Majelly’skthip ‘St. Fiorenzo and
the French Nadional frigate La Piedmontsife. - °

The St. Fiorenzo failed from Point de Gille on Friday,
thé 4th inflane, af half pifll eleven A, M. On the 6¢b, at
feven A. M. palled thite Indiamen, and, {hottly after, faw
a fngate bearing N, E. We immediately hauled our wind
in chace, and made all fail, being at that ume in iat, 7 g2,
long. 77 58. We made the privaie fignal, which was not
anfwered ; and at five thewed our colours; which the enemy
took no notice of, A1 40 minutes pafl 11 P. M., we ranged
alongfide of him on the Jarboard tack and received his broad-
fide, Afier engaging till 50 minutes pah 11 P. M. wiithin
a cable’s length, . the enemy wade fail a-head, out of the

range of our fhot; we cealed firing, and made all (ail after |

bim ; coniinuing (o come up with hwm il day-light, when
finding he could vot ayoid an attion, he wore, as did we
alfo, At g5 minutes pall fix recommenced the athon at
the diftance of half 2 mile, gradually cluling with him t0 a
quarter of a mile, The fire was conllant and welldiretied
on both fides, thoigh that of the enemy flackened owards
the lawer part of attion. At a quarter paft eight P, M,
the enemy made all fail away : our main-topfail yard being
fhot through, the main royal mall, and both main top mall
flays, the wain (pring Rlay and molt of the flanding and run-
ning rigging, and all eur fails fhot to preces, and mofl of
our cartndges fired away _(as our guns were direfted at his
hull he was not mach difabled about his ngging) we cealed
firing, and employed all hands in repairing the damages
Eu’mg the (hip again for atlion. From the
great injury our mafls, fails, and yards had received, I am
forry to obferve that it was not in our power to chace to
rencw the aflion immediatcly ; we, howdver, fucceeded in
keeping fight of him daring the night ; and at mne A. M.
on the 8th, the fhip being perfeltly prepared for action, we
bore down upon the enemy under ail fail ; he did not endea-
vor to avoid ug till we hauled athwart his flern, for the pur-
pofe of gaining the weatber gage, and bnaging.him to clole
fight; wheo he bauled up aliv, and made all fail ; but per-
cewving that we came falt up with bim, and that an action
was inevitible, he tacked, and at three we pafled each other
on the
tmet of a cable’s length, With grief I have to obferve
that our brave Captain was killed by a gup thot the fecond
When the enemy was abaft our beam he wore,
and, after an hour and (wenty minutes clofe atlion, flruck
their colours, and waved their hats for a boat to be fent
them. Sbe proved to be La Piedmoniaife, commaaded by
Mons. Epron, Capt. de Vaifleaux : fbe moynts fifty guns,
long cighieen-pounders on her main deck, and thirty-fix
carronades on her quarier-deck, had three
d aod fixty-fix Frenchmen on buard, and neacly wwo
bundred Lafcars, who worked their fails, She fxiled from

ander in Chief of His Majelly's fhips and | 15 0 000 P00 couragé evinced by him through the

oppofite tacks, and recommenced aflion wiibio a |

more, of the Royal Marines, I am much indebted, for the

‘whole aélion, Indeed every officer, petty officer, feamay
and marine in the fhip be '_yv,':din tbcpe‘mza.bﬁve and gal.
lant manner, and nobly maintained the pre-eminence of (he
Britith flag, - In the firlt boat from the prize came My,
W, F. Black Afiltant Surgeon of his Majefly’s 86,

Regiment, captured by the Predmontaife on his paflage 1o ]
| Madras, who rendered the Surgeon great afliftance, | 36
- I am alfo much indebted to the ol{_::ers of the. army, and ‘(;m
the Captains and officers of the country fhips, who werg - e
prifoners on board the enemy, for ilagreat alhiflance they s
afforded us with/ theit lafcars in erefling jury malls, and | fm
| working the fhip into port, as from our weak flate, and che ind
great number of prifoners on board us, we could fpare by flop
few hands from our own thip to fend on board the prize, ;,1
ke N I have the honor to be, &e, - _’:.4
* WILLIAM DAWSON, ferre
To Sir Edward Pellew, Bart. Rear-Admiral of aeic
the Red, and Commander in Chief of his Ma- low
jelly’s thips and veflels in the Eaft-Indies. felve
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NEW.YORK, Mascn 11, i
| LATEST FOREIGN NEWS, oblig
- The Dispatch fiip Uniony: Girdon, arrived at Philadel. A
~ phia on Thursday, with Meffengers from France and TR Mils
- England, + Extra8s from London Papers to the 4th of fowr
January, -« They will be found highly important, Gen
. PLYMOUTH, Janvary 4. perf
The encounter gun-brig arrived yeflerday from Vigo, fourt
after a paﬂage of 5 days.  She brought private letters from heigl
thence, dated the 27th ult. which flate, that 2 meflenger had and
left Sir David Baird's army on the 18th, at Benevento, fend
and pafled through Sir John Mdore’s on the morning of The)
| the 1gth, both armies were in good bealth, Gen, Blake  to re
had made a ftand and was colleéting his army at Eeon, * It T
was confidently alferied at Vigo, that there had been an ine Nov
furrection at Madnid, afier the French got pofleffion of it, [ 600
and ‘that che enraged Spaniards had put to death feveral they
thoufands of the enemy, whofe bodies where piled up in come
heaps in the fireets. The lofs of the French in killed aod well
woanded, at Madrid, Sarragoffa, and Mafcaredo, is flated {pire
at 30,000 men, Thele letters alfo flate, that the 1gth re ‘this ¢
giment of light dragoons bad fallen in with a regiment of woul
French dragoons, near Rio Seco, and charged through [ Scare
them, made 200 prifoners, and deflroyed the refl. It was. . /N wofie
al{o reporied, that Bonaparte had returped to Paris, on ac. evrial
-count of an infurreétion in La Vendee and La Mancha, vifior
‘We give the above exattly as we received it without towar
vouching for its auchenticity, - : Tt
Letters from the Hindoflan; 54, dated Vigo, December Geo.
18, 10 fome mealures corroboratzs the above accounts, as ha. finng
ving been received at Vigo. killed

A cuuer failed from Vigo‘with_ the difpatches for go- B¢

vernment, when the Encounter left that place : {he has not condv
yet arrived, to M
We hnd in accounts received at Truro, that Corunna ~—rel
Papers had reached that place on the 26th ult, They men- fubmi
tioned, that fince the defear of Caftanos, a batile had beea be pu
fought at Tudela, in which the French were much worfled, Fic on
Lt s added, that the Spaniards ate the dinner prepared foe fion «
the French wroops. A Spanith General had been executed and
for treachery ; and a proclamation had been iffued, declaring prono
every unmarried man and widower, from 18 to 50, who 15, tha
did-not jomn the levies, a traitor to his country. KEvon the on the

nuns had quitied the convents, and were at work .in the Th

trenches, The fame papers a'{o flate, and there was much eontar
defperate ﬁghzing afier Bonapacte entered Madrid ; and who ¢
add, that the Freoch have loff 000 men fince they en- that (
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tered Spain, ‘They confirm the union of the Briufh Ge«
nerals and Romana, and flate they were going to march 1o
Vaiadolied, with the view of cutiing off the communication
between Bonaparte’s army ai Madnd and his rear at Aflore
g2. Corunna is ceitainly fituate at a great diflance from
Madrid, the principal fcene of aftion ; yet we fee listle rea-
fon to difcredit the junction of the Britith troovs and Romona,
both from antecedent accounis and local tircq‘mﬂméé. The
vitlory faid w be abiained by Caflanos is not flrongly 10be
entitied to belicf, If a grear viflory has been obtained by \
the Spansards, it 1s mofl probably b'y Palafox, near Sarra- -\ \
golla, over Marthal Ney, as the Frerch Bulletins are very. hich
thy and obfcure in thewr meation of that town, | beir |

Chronicle-Office, Plymouth, Fanuary q.—Two o'clecks - :
We flop the ﬁfs to anmmncc.t{e arriv{dsrsﬁhc Jofeph hired e
curtter in this port, biinging a confirmation of the flarement
bronght by the Enghib gun-brig, of the MASSACRE of
the Frenchin Madnd. and that TWENTY.SIX THOUL.
SAND FRENCHMEN had fallen by the knives of the
Spaniards in that city. 2 |

Our correfpondent in London has favored us with the ©
following interefling article ;:— By

“ An armflice has been conclided betweer Sweden
and Denmack, whichis not 10 be broken by euber paniy
without 14 day’s notice.”” L e ” s

- % Field onrlhal coum Klinglpor, an- his arrival from N . T
Finland, at Stockholm, dined by in$'i1ﬁ&m with the Kéf“

_and Royal family, - Uader the napkin deflined for che gal- " Ceo

lant and intrepid officer, was placed a wreath df lagsel,

with which the amiable princefs decked His veperable browss
Highly graufied by this unexpecied honor the connt was
about 1o remove the fillet which boand his « filvery locka”
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