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. fea, while no article whatever was flipulated to the hiberat- 

~ the failure of the unfortunate expedition to Minorca, and 

THE LATE CONVENTION. 
CVUILDHALL, LONDON; Ocreoszn» 4 

‘Some ordinary 

ful convention in Portugal. 

Mr. Warrvas fad, that never in his life had he ri- 
fen to bring forward any motien in that allembly, the pro- 
priety and necelliiy of which required les proof or lefs ac- 
gument, ‘The addrefs 10 which he meant to requell the- 
concurrence of the alfembly, was not only one of propriety 

im to go 
gone forth 

upon the fubje@ of this mofl difgraceful Convention; he 
fhould barely read one or iwo of thofe articles which had 

“obtained the concurrence of a Britifh "Commander in Chief 
at the head of a conquering army, and whole only juflifica- 
tion of himfelf, for an al fo difgraceful to lis country, and 
fo vexatious to her allies, was his total ignorance of the fi- 
tuation of the French armies, with whom he concluded thefe 
articles and of the flate of the country where he was fent to | 
command, After all the difcuflion had taken place about 
appointing Commanders in Chief; it wasaftomthing io eve- 
ry one, who heard of the appointment of Sir Hew Dalrym- 
ple, that fuch a man fhould have been feleéied for fuch a 
command, —Mr. Waitman then referred 10 feveral of the 
Articles of the Convention particularly “the 5th, th, and 
8th, on which he commented at fome length, as well with 
refpeél to the terms granted to the French troops, of fuffer. 
ing them not valy 10 march out with the honors of war, ammu. 
mition ‘and baggage, but with the whole fruits of their plun. 
der without any flipulations whatever, for a ceffation of 
their wnfalts, apprellion and plunder towards the Portuguefe 
during their flay, but alfo of furrendering the Ruffian force 
on board their fleet, in the Tagus, although blockaded up 
by a Britilh fquadron for. ten months, then at the mouth of 

but imperious necellicy, It was unneceflary for 
over the field of argument, which bad already 

the River, and more than competent to meet the enemy at 

on of the 5000 Spanith foldiers then imprifoned on board 

the Rulhan hips. What could have anduced to the con- 

clufion of fuich a treaty, under all its circumflances, it was 
impoflible for any man to conceive, without {ome explana. 
on of caufes, which" no man attempted hitherto to elucidate, 
Either the vi€tory of the 21ft was lignal and glorious to the 
Briuth or the London Gazette mull be a lie, and the dif- 
pascaes of the Briuth General a forgery. But what mult 
¢ the grief and aflorifhment of every Englithman, alive to 

the honour of his country and the glory of ber arms, to hear 
that in feven days after this-vi€tory achieved by one half 
the Briufh force at that time in the field, after confliderable 
reinforcements of Briufh troops had -arnved, and much 
more coufiderable aid in Spanifh and Portuguefe were hour- 
ly expefied, that {uch a convention fhould have been for- 
med with the vauquithed army of the French, {urrounded as 
they were by a hoflile country, and in the prefence of vic- 
torious troops nearly double their number, He was aware 
of the oppofition of {ome individuals (0 aay inquiry, and 
that he might be told, that it was difcreet to wait and fee 
whether Miniflers would inquire of their own accords, or 
that there was no precedent for inquiries of this fort; but he 
thought the feehng of the country on this important occafi- 
on owed no deference to the difcretion of Mimflers, If 
there was no precedent, this was the time and occafion to 
make one, There were, however, flitking precedents in 
better times of the country, and particularly in 1756, after 

this under the admimifiration of ihe great Lord Chatham ; 
the corporation of London did addrefs the King for an in, 
quiry, and it was unforiunately true that a brave Officer 
was facrificed to the machinations of a party, who contriv. 
ed to (hift upon his fhoulders the caufe of that failure, 
Another Addiels was moved by the Corporation of Lon- 

bufinels béing tranfaéled, the order of the 
day was tead, for taking into confideration the propriety of 
a Petition and Addrefs to his Majefly on the late difgrace- 

chyofe men not koewn to 

relented 10 his Majefly, expreili; 

am at the extraordinary and dif 

lies have been fo thamefully facrificed. 

-accufation or {upport of any particular fet of men, 

Convention, 

of perfidy to its allies. 

Commanders was mofl to blame. 

figned it, and he was more inclined to arraign the maller 
than the fervant, * The objeét of the Expedition was doub:- 

was ravaging and dellroying 11, but alfo to pumifh them for 
their mifdeeds. How completely then had the expedition 
failed in ws objeéts ? Afier the French robbers had plunder- 
ed and harraffed our allies in every poflible way, the Con- 
vention was that they fhould be fent hae to their own 
country at our expence, and in Briiith fhips. Never was 
the Britilh oak polluted by fuch a precious cargo. If we 
were to look a little farther into this Convention, we would 
find that the place where thefe troops were to be landed was 
{o near Spain, that within fificen days of their landing they 
might be in the heart of Spain, or at leat in the heart of 
Navarre, There was another moft infamous Arucle in the 
Convention. The Spanith troops who had been difarmed 
by the Frenchy on account of their attachment to their King 
and their native country, and (hut up 1a prifen-fhips, were 
only to be reftored to their country on the terms of their 
being exchanged againft a legion of French {pies—a horde 
of malefattois which had been difperfed over Spain for the 
purpofe of fomenting wreafon and alhfling trauors, He 
trufled the Spanifh troops would never fubmit to fuch in. 
dignity, and that they would prefer going to the bottom of 

viflories, the fruits of which r were to lofe almoft as 

as they acquired. Af agri inted {uch Comman- 

ders, they muft and in fome refponfibility to their Country 5 

and if they paffed by men of known valor and talents, to" 

: poffefls either, they thould an-- 

fwer to their country for the confequence, He concluded" | 

Tha ble and Dutiful Addrels and Petition be That an Humble an utifual arhepde xR 

éful Convention late- 

ly entered into by the Commanders of his Majefly, Forces 

in Portugal and the Commander of the French army in Lif- 

bon, praying his Majefly to inflitute fuch an Inquiry into 

this dillienorabls an unprecedented tranfattion, as will lead 

to the difcoverry and punilhment of thofe by whofe mif- 

conduét aod incapacity the caufe of the country and us Al- 

Mr. Quy role to fecond the motion, He called upon 
the Court to 1ake the queftion on thofe general grounds, 

upon which all men were united, and which embraced. his 

Majefly himfelf as well as the: meanell of his {ubjecis, He 

was convinced that there .were grounds for an Inquiry up- 

on the prefent occafion, te which no man could difagree ; 

land that his Majefty’s Minifters mufl.be themfclves as anx- 
ious for an Inquiry as any other. clals of the communtiy. 

The country was now placed in a. crifis in which much 
more important confiderations prefent themlelves ir the 

t was 
called upon to exprefls the (orrow and refentment it mull 

feel at hearing that the honour of thé Britith name had been 
tarntthed and degraded. He, for his part, could not avoid, 
deprecating the feleftion that was faid to be made of a Com- 
mander for our Army in Spain, and declaring that among 
the many brave and experienced officers which were in our 
army, he would much rather thar the choice (hould fall up- 
on one who had been hitherto untried in commanding an 
army, than that {o important an army f{hould be given to 
the immediate command of the illuflrious perfon who is 
Commander in Chief of the Brianlh forces. He believed 

that the public feeling through the couatry at large was 
deprefled by forrow, or roufed by indignation at this odious 

It could never have been fuppofed poflible 
that Brinfh heads could have conceived, Britith hears 
could have approved of. or that Britith hands could bave 
executed fuch an aét of high reafon to their country, and 

It had been difpuied which of the 
It appeared to him that 

the Commander in Chief who concluded and ratified the Trea- 
ty, was more to blame than the fubordinate Othcer who 

lefs not only to reflcue Portugal from the banditti which. 

/ 

appeared to prejudge the refult of an ‘inquiry. 

‘where or other there was great 

“The queflion was then pretty loudly called for, 

Alderman Coombe, 

{elves, would inflitute the neceflary inquiry, 
Upon the decifion, there was 2a loud expreffion of ap. 

plaufe from the firangers below the bar ; but order was fooq 
r¢ftored in the hall, 

the fame. i 

a —— 
DISTURBANCES AT OPORTO. 

PRIVATE LETTER. 
OPORTO, Ocrtoser 13. at night, 

% We have had, fince Monday laft, a’ kind of fecond 

of the 6th Briilh regiment, They arrived at Tales Noo, 
below Maflarallos on Sunday morning ; but the fick (about 
250) came down from Pezo da Regoa, in four boats, under 
a guard of Brittfh foldiers, and arrived on Saturday morn. 
ing. This, as you may fuppofe, attrafled a great crowd 

tisfied. Thefe were carried down to the caftle at St, John’s, 
and things remained preuy quiet until the Monday morn. 
ing, although all Sunday the people went to fee thofe that 
were at Cales Novo, and continued fo all night long; which 
they ‘employed in buying all kinds of things from the 
French, who fold many fine horfes, and very cheap. On 
the Monday morning early, they were all embarked on 

“board four tran[ports, that had arrived the day before from 
Lifbon, and weie laying at Mallarallos with their arms, 
baggage and ammunition, This only tended to inflame the 
minds of the Portuguefe mob, and they kept murmuring all 
day long. It was not until the evening, about 4 o'clock, 
wien the bells in the city, and round it, gave the alarm, 
that people of every defeription, and from all parts, came 
down ta Maflarallos, lined the fhore on both fides the 
river, {ome arined with guns, fome with fwords, and others 
with flicks, &c. I fhould tell vou before I proceed any 
further, that during the Monday Sir Robert Wilfon, with 
the Quaner-Mafler.Geoeral, who came down with the 
Frenca from Almeida, and feveral other officers, went down 
to tae Callie to have the baggage that was there examined 
by them and the Governor Bagmndo, Accordingly, every 
thing was going on well, when they opened a box which 
they fonnd contained feveral rich veflments of the Portu. 

| ‘Mr. Alderman Birch cordially fupported the motion, 
‘did not fee that there were any expreflions which — 

| alteration, He Jaw no objeétion to an expreffion of {orroy 
and difappointment at a time when the country. was oyq,_ 
‘whelmed with forrow and difappointment. He faw no i 
propriety in calling the Convention dithonorable and gif; 
graceful, when nobody entertained any other opinion of ;, 
‘As for his part holding a commiflion under his Majefly ,, 
4 Volunteer Officer, he could not avoid feeling ftrongly 
for the military charafier and honour of thé country, whick 
he thought had been deeply injured by that moft horzibje 
-tranfattion. Neither did he fee why they fhould not ry 
of punifhment, when every body was agreed that fon, 

guilt. He wilhed (h,, 
where the fault appeared, there ¢ the great axe might fy)» 

Sur Charles Price fupported the motion, as did alfo M:, 

Sir William Curtis faid he was afraid he fhould flag 
alone, but he thought it his duty to declare what was hj 
opinion, although he was not vain énough to fuppofe thy 
hus opinion ought to prevail over that of the whole Coyp, 
He did not approve of the motion, as he thought it would 
be an improper interference with the intentions of his M,. 
jefly, and he had no doubt but that Mimfters if left to them. 

And a committee being appointed, withdrew to prepare 
the faid Addrefs, and being retnrned, the fame was read 
and agreed to, and the Sheriffs, attended by the Remem. 
brancer, were requefled to wait upon the King, to know 
his royal plealure when the Court may attend and prefent 

revolution, which was occafioned by the arrival of the 
French troops from Almeida, under an efcort of 240 men 

on the bridge, and that day the people began to be diffla- 

don for an inquiry into the failure of the Rochfort expedi- 
tion, and a mellage came from the Government to the Lord 
Mayor, flaung that fuch Inquiry was to take place, And 
if the Corporation of London did not think ic to withhold 
their fentiments in the adminiftration of the great Chatham, 
{urely they owed no fuch deference to cur prefent Rulers, 
In that day Miniflers fought wot to [creen themfelves from 
refponfibiity, A" Commitiee of Miliary Officers was 
appointed, to whom all the documents and difpatches were 
fubmitted and the vefult was, an Ioquiry by Court Mar. 
tial. And although it was ever fo notorious to that A fem- 
bly, that an inquiry was intended on the prefent occafion, 
he full thought they fhould go up with this Addrefs, Had 
inquiry taken place, as it ought, upon our difgraceful fai. 
Jure at Dunkirk, and fublequent evacuanion of Holland, 
and upon the difgrace which afterwards fell upon ourarms 
at the Helder, and the authors of thofe misfortunes, been 
brought to punithment, we fhould not at this day lament 
the prefent calamity, But what could be expetied from 
the vigilance of the prefent Government, when we were 
told, that the author of our difgrace in the expedition to 
Ferrol, was nominated fecond in command to our troops 
now going on foreign fervice 7 ‘Was it to be fuppofed that 

 fuch men could intend any inquiry even in our difgraces 
in Portugal ? Where were fuch men as Dalrymple and 
Burrard found ? or who ever heard of their public fervices 

. any where ? He feared the caufes for appointing fuch men 
- arofe from too much fubfervieacy in the Country to the 
~ difpofinon of Mmiflers ; and it was no wonder that fuch 
men obmined appointments, when the ruinous conduét of 
their predecefors was fuffered to pafs with impunity. For 

his own part, ‘he at prefent fought to throw no particular 
blame on any particular individual—Minifler or General, 
Inquiry was his obje&l; and his’ with was, that where the 
valor of our troops was {uccefsful, their country might have 
the benefus of their bravery, inflead of having them thus 
bafely furrendered by their Commanders, to the difcou- 
ragement and difguft of thofe brave Officers and foldiers by 
whom fuch triumphs were achieved ; and thus the movey of 

the country expended, and its blood lavithed in vain, If | 
fuch things paCed unpunithed, foldiers could no longer be 
induced to enter with ardour the field of bade, for the ufe- 

lefs effulion of their blood, and the achievement of nugatory 

the fea to being exchanged for thefe infamous wretches, — 
The Government of Portugal, and the interells of the coun- 
try, had been treated with the molt thameful inattention and 
negle®, The Ruffian fleet was to be given back for the 
purpofe of being employed agaiall us in a future war; and 
that which was the vital principle of a fleet, the feamen, 
were now to be [urrendered for the purpofe of fighting 
againll us and our Ally the King of Sweden. Wien our 
negotiators permitted the return of the French army; it ne- 

ver had entered into their fapient heads to confider that there 
were nearly 16,000 of our countrymén famifhing in the 
dungeons of France, mofl of whom were arrefled in notori- 
ous violation of the laws of nations and hofpitaitty. There 
were but a few hundreds of this mals who pofleffed the 
means of [upporiing themfelves in prifon, and the refl were 
{uffering the greateft difliefs, and yet by this Convention 
not only the Portuguefe foldiers which France had feized, 
but our own prifoners, weie entirely overlooked at a time 
when a great French army was in our power. In addition 
to the precedents which had been mentioned by his fricad 
(Mr. Wauman), he fhould mention that of Sir Robert 
Calder, who was tried and feverely reprimanded when he 
had attually won a vittory, Now if one rule was to be 
adopted for the admmiflration of the naval force, and ano- 
ther rule entirely different for that of the army, he could 
not fee how the military honour of the country conld be 
any longer fuflained. He fhould forbear to go into a length 
of cniticifm on the Articles of Convention, as he was con- 
vinced that there was but one feeling in the country upon 
it. He did not think any man would dare to oppofe an 
inquiry, and he was convinced that Minifters themlves 
mull be anxious for it, 

Mr, Alderman Smith, (ihe late Shenff) [aid a few words 
in fupport of the motion, 

Mr. S. Dixon afked, if Britilh fhips were not to take 
home the French, what other thips could be found to do it ? 
It appeared 10 him a flrong proof of a fubmitiiug army to 
confent to be carried home in the thips of their conquerors. 
He would not oppofe the motion for an inquiry, as he was 
convinced that every man in ihe country was defirous of an 
inquiry ; but he would fuggeft tothe Mover, whether it 
would not be the bel ‘way, in order to procure a perfefl 
unapimity, wo {often the exprelbons in the motion, which 

gucle Prefs. This was enough to increafe the diffatisfac- 
tion of the Governor, dnd he inflantly gave orders that no 
vellel thould be allowed tp pafs the Caftle, or if they at- 
tempted to get out to fink them, Every gun in the Caflle 
was loaded with thot, and remains fo to this moment. The 
people of St. John’s [oon heightened the flory, and faid that 
d:amonds, faciamental vellels, and church plate, bad been 
found, with many other things, This foon reached Oporto 
and the mob without hiftening to any thing that could be 
{ard to them, went down, and infilted upon killing the 
Frenth in the Caflle, Some of the Englifh foldiers whe 
were on guard au St. John's, were attacked by the mob, 
but nothing of confequence happened, The Portuguefe 
troops were all out, and the Bithop was obliged to go down 
to St, John’s, where he fucceeded in quieting the Povo, 
and about 8 o'clock tn. the evening, he returned to Oporto, 
accompanied by Sir Robert, and feveral other officers, Ea 
glith and Portuguele, amidit the cries of  Vipa o Bispa, 
defiruction 1g the regency of Lifbon—the Bithop malt be 
Viceroy.”2 ~ They however, coniinued all mght on both 

morning, when, by 7 o'clock, there were more than four 
thoufand perfons of all defcrip:ions alTembled, who appeared 
determined to attack the French that were on board the 
tranfports. Every preparation was made ; feveral pieces of 
arullery were drawn up on both fides, and they had moun. 
ted twenty guns on board of each of the three Brazil [hips 
that were lying oppofite the tranfports. Every moment 
increafed the florm, and the French, who were preparing 
to meet the attack, were all provided with fixty rounds cach 
man and determined to defend themfelves, 
the Pavo it was impoflfible to know, but it generally aps 
peared that they wanted 10 deftroy them all. About nine 
o'clock, the Bilhop same down in a barge with Sir Ro. 
bert Wilfon, who was indefatigable on the occalion.—- 
Much praife is due to him for his exertions, to which we 

‘are indebted for things not having taken a more ferious 
turn, The mob would not hear any thing. They wants 
ed the Frenchmen’s arms and baggage, and reproached iad 
Eoglilh with not.alift. «; them, i BE 
A negotiation .was eflablifhed on the part of the people, 

by the Bilhop and Sir Robert Wilfon, and propofiions 

were made we ihe French General who was un board. This 
— 

fides of the river, and waited wiih patrence until yeflerday 
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