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“tion was, whether, having the neceffary means, he had pur-

_Arthur) prefumed, to find any #lrong mmbrary

- Opportumty to att againfl im.~~There was no pofivion of

wi’ol. 2.‘

Prince William-Street;

COURT OF INQU’*?.
(Continued from our'lfj?. )
Q ———
FIFTH DAY.
Casisea, Noveuser 22.

The fudge-Advocate-General commenced with reading
the mu,zu\'c of Sir chl ?al‘fr‘vmnpk. : The Court was oc-

ored ia hearing it until half pail twelve, . ‘
u‘}gf:’l'{jc:ci)alfvmplé then dc‘;ivcred to the Board returns
made to him by the fuperior officer of the Commiffariat
in the Bruifh army in Portugal on the ggn of Augullyin
¢e of certain interrogatories put to that officer, as
to the quantity of provifiens, of furage, and of the m;anshof
Carrying them with the army. Thc.returns ﬂalc. , that
there were on the evening of the 21/t with the Comm: flarar,

confequen

64.000° pounds of falt prowilions, 35 puncheons of ram, |

865 loads of hay, together with three days provifigus uf‘
bread, amounting nearly to 31,700 pounds, Oa the

evening of the 21fl, there were with the Commiffariat 360 |

ats full and 40 empty. There was alfo a return of the
pumber of the French army embarked, in conlequence of
the Convention, It amcunted to 20,935 Wen, 213 wo-
men, 116 children, and 759 horfes, wuh the excepion of

he fortrefles of Elvas and Almeida.
‘ Si‘: Arthur Wellefley flated to the Court, that he would

then avail himfelf of the opportunity of which .hc had on
the firlt day given notice, namely, to offer a wntien flate-
ment of his remarks on fome parts of the narrative of Sir

|
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Hew Dalrymple, in which he was particularly imphicatec.
I: was aflerted by Sir Hew Dalrymple, in his narraiive,
that he (Sir Arthur) in purfuing the line of operations on
which be had afled, whilt in the command of the armv in
Portugal, had undertaken a tatk of uncomMmon difhiculty and
hazard. It was then for the firt ume thar he had heard
Sir Hew Dalrymple deliver fuch an opinion, or infer fuc.h/
conclufions. In addrefling a Board compofed of {uch mi-
hiary clara@ers as thofe whom he addrefied, 1t was by wo
means his intention to exténuate the diiiculties or dangers
of the operations neceflary -to the attainment of the object
which, as Commander of the Brinth army, he purfued.—
He was convinced that the Board, when made acquainted
with thole operations, would be at once capable of appre-
ciating the nature of the hazard, and the doubt whxc!: wogld
accompa.. ¥ iheir execution, There were two quellions, in-
to which, in order 10 alcertain the propnety of bis condult,
when ip poffefhon of the command, the fubjeft branched, —
The firft queflion was, whether his means were adqu&tc (o
the objeét which he purfaed ? And next, whether, with the
adequacy of means, he had adopted the line of operaticn cal-
culated {0 produce a fuccefsful excriion of s refources ? |
H:s own conviftion was, that with the furce he had with '
him, and the reinforcements be had no doubt of momentan-
lv receiving, he ought to have promptly advaaced after his
debarkation at Mondego-Bay. It was by no means |
wilh 10’'have his condull judged by the refult of thefe exer- /
ticns on the 21t of Augull. He refled their défence:z
on their intnafic nety. He bad with him 13 00
Bank troops, together with the promifed a.{ﬁﬂa;.ce of
6000 Poituguefe ; a ife in which be was, in par, dx!-
But he would afk that Court, what op/nion u
and the country would bave pronounced upon bim, if he
had reireated from a French army, the grearefl amount of
which, as communicated to him, did not exceed 16,000 men ;
and which o h:m, when be himlelf faw them n the battle
of Vimeira, did not appear. to be more than 14.000, with
the excepuion of their cavairy, which were not fuffered by
the Brulh difpofiuon to be brought into attion? It was
from {uch circumflances he was led 10 conclede, that he
had 12 his power the means, and was alfo employing them
fo 25 0 lead to a fortunate termination.  The fecond guel-

appornted.,

{ued the proper and befl method of giving them eficct?

as !
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Sit Hew Dalrymple had flated, that all the firong politions,
vong the line which the Brilml}"!y had taken, were 10
poliellion of the French. T would ﬁ&iﬁm!:, :ﬁ (Su'

tion
throughout the whole of Portugal, whatever line of march
migh: have been taken by the Brukh army, of which the
French had not poffefled themfelves. Two lines'of march
prefeated themfelves for bis feleflion; euber along the
baoks of the Tagus, or by the coall, 10 Lifbon. Ia adopt-
ing the latier, which he did as the moll preferable mode, he
guned two very material advantages; be infured conflant
f;;pua from the feoct, and rendered the encmy’s Cavalry
ulciels. Had he adopied the line of the Tagus, k'““
dat have beea able o l«phsmu-ycdw,a‘k
fapenior number of the encmy’s cavalry would bave bad full

of not

Be encmy of which he could have been .
7ifh

Ceonving bim; and be was inclined to beheve,
Sereramnanonien the 21 of A was f
efiect, the pofition of the French at Torres Vi
bive bees tarned, Inwas under thefé impreffions dhit he
% convinced, soiwithflandiog the » of wmeruy
%24 ralbocis which bad beea excited
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had means for the objet which he had undes 3 and that,
with the inflruétions he had received, he d ever have
blamed bimfelf if be.had not carried into effe@ fuch opera-
tions, Thus far in the campaign of Portugal he was folely
refponfible, He fhould next advert to the part he had ta-
ken 10 the arrangement of the armiflice, and 0 the obferva-
tatiens made i the narrative of Sir Hew Dilrymple on that
point. - To explain himfelf fully 1o the Board ut was pe-
ceflary for him 1o Raie whap the advice was, which ke had
g:ven on the principle of the evacuation of Portugal by the
French, and the objeftions he had made ta the details, His
reafons for advifing the principle of the French evacuating
Portugal arofe from his conviftion of the many powerful ad-
vaniages which at that moment the French army had in Por-
tugal. It was in poffefion of every pofition, which, in a
military view, could be cunlidered, It had garnifons in va-
nous forts| parutularly a firong one inthat of Elvas, which

may be dclignated a fort of the fecond order, inthe defzrip-
tion of firong forufied fituations, There was every facili-
ty for the enemy to throw in provifions for theifupply of
thole garrifons.  There was alfo the facility 10 the enemy
of taking advantage of the Ruffian {quadron, and the boats
which it had in the Tagus, to have cioffed that river.—
Whether the uliérior obje& of the expedition 10 Poriugal
would not be confiderably retarded by fachia contingency,
be would leave 10 the confideration of the Boardi—
Thus far as refpefied the operations in the power of the
enemy. I was next to confider the flate aad profpefis of
the Brinfh army,
was at all times-precarious, On the 2ad of Aogufl, there
was only eleven days bread for thé army, ' None could or
had been got in the country, except a fmall quantity lefi
behind by the French in fome’ pofitions from which they
had hafhily reticated. The afmy of Sir John Moore could
not have completed its thlion before the end of Au-
guil..and 1t was net probable that the Brith army would
be able to turn that of the French, in any of us pofitions,
before the laple of at leafl ten davs, Bateven if it were
poliible for the Britifh army to have ¢roffed the Tagus,
and 1o have invefled/the forirefs of Elvas by a regular fiege,
it mull, during the period of the invellment of that place,
have depended for its fupplies on a fitnation fixty miles dif-
tant, winil it céuld not elpedi 10 be 10 poffefhon of Eivas

the anxious defire both of his Majelly’s Government and
of the Sparifn people was, that 2 prompt and zealous co-
operation between the Brtifh (roops@nd the Spanith armies
hould 1zke place, he did conceive that a meafure, which

afforded 30.000 Britifh foldiers, and relgafed to their coun-

try’s Cauie 10.000 Spanith troops, pofiefled fuch adwants- |

ges as mage than compenfated for the return to France of
20.000 men, even though that force fhould be forwarded
at no very remote period” to the Pyrennces. He mght
have been miflaken 1n his fpeculations; but what were the
fadls ? That the Spanith nation enjoyed thefe very advanta.
ges. 1t had the co-operation of s Britith army, and 10.000
native troops reflored.: Befides thefe bencfits, it bad the
co-operation of the army of Eflremadura, confifling princi-
pally of cavalry, equipped from the flores which were' found
on the evacuvauon of the French from Elvas, whilfl not 2
fingle man of the French army, awhich, uveder Jusot, had
evacuaied Porrugal, has or can ye& have entered Spain.—
But even if fuch confequences had not immediaiely followed
the evacuation of Portugal by the French, wat there not a
parellel cafe in the Convention ' “tween Dupont and Gen,
Caflanos, by which the French defeated force were not pre-
vented from ferving again againft Spain, on their return 1o
France ? It was cerramnly deficable, on all occafions of ca-
pitulation between hoflile armics, that the encmy fhould be
foiced to lay down their arms ; bat in order 1o apply that

incipl ; arnicular cafe, it was neceflary 1o take | B
peanciple to _cyy puriceler com y - rable courfe of proceeding was 10 leave them in the Tagus,

a view of the hiffory of ail armmes which have been compel-
led 10 fubmut 1o thit neceflity, Such armmes, it would be
found, were either furrounded by numbers, ia poficllion of
commanding mulitary pofitions, or were attually wichout
provifions, or the pollitility of receiving fuppiies, Butia
Portagal, the Freach were in poﬂ'eﬁa l& firong pofini-
bad their magazines, ‘and were in po want of
. Let the Swanon of the garnifons of Alexan-

dria and Caire, at the ume 2 Bnalh Co—-adet‘bd.m-
cleded a fimilar Convention, be contrafled, and it will be
feen
ad not. He flated thefe as his seafons for coincids
advifing the prnsciple of the evacmation. Ia the'd

there were fome differences of opimics,
duration of the ume for a fafpenficn

that the French army 10 Postegal, at the period of this

and

ils
pamicularly on the
of the bolblines, and
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{ both to him and 10 Sir Harry

| Before the end/of December. Conclading, therefore, that .
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' be a reference to the Britilh Admiral.

The flate of the weather off that coafl | leged

|

|

|

|

of tl
received.

the tiosk of his landiog in Portogal. Pechape, ol thia et
judice he might autribute their not coinciding on particular
flipulations of the treaty. ‘It was true, that on the moment

of General Kellerman’s aﬁvanqing. towards the Brinth ar-

my, an alarm exifled in the camp, in confequence of a Por-
tuguefe Officer having reported that the advance of the
French Officer’s efcort was the advance of the whole French
army. 'When General Kellerman arrived, Sir Hew Dal-
rymple communicated the objeé&t of that Officer’s miffion
Burrard, They all had at-
tended the difcuffion of the arrangement. It was particu-
larly recommended by him (Sir Arthue Wellefley,) that
;}:ﬁfp::’ﬁc;; o‘fl;e hoft: V fhould be limited to forty-erght
rs, and that weral words private property, as intro-
duced by General Kellerman, ﬂ):t: bem
ing only to military baggage and equi
pont of difcullion was the Ripulation which referred to the
Rufban fleet. The main argument with him was not tor
allow the interference of the French atall as to the difpofal
of that fquadron. It was the pr
that it fhould be allowed a flart of four howrs, to (ail unmo.
lefled out of the Tagus. The refult was, that for the pre-
fent that article was withdrawn, but was afterwards reintro-
duced by General Kellerman, with the acquicfcence of the
Commander in Chief, under the provifion that there fhould
Of this' treaty he
(Sir Arthur) was called the negotiator. The advice he bad
given conflituted the crime, if it was any, and for that al.
crime was he then before the Board, He however
was forced to obferve, that if the advice which he had given
fubjefled him to difgrace and punithment, it was impoffible
to overlook the flrange dilemma in which he, a fubordinate
officer, was placed, for affording that advice and counfel
which he was called upon
Sit Hew Dalrymple bad, in his nacrative, flated shat Gen,
Kellerman had oblerved, as a reafon why he (Sir Arthur)
thould fign the armiflice, that his pame was inferted in the
title. He was afraud that the recollettion of Sir Hew did
not ferve him on that point; becaufe if it was the faét that
his (Sir Arthur’s) name was inferted in the tiile of the ac-
miffice, there could exift no reafon why Sir Hew Dalrym-
ple thould get up from the table for the purpofe of figning
that document, 1f there was any other inference, it muft

ts, The great

be, that be got'up to fign a treaty which he did not read.

The faft was, that he (Sir Anthur) was in an outer room ;
that Genéral Dalrymple entered that room with the armif-
tice, and handed it to him ; that he read it, and returned it
with this obfervation, that 1t was an extraordinary paper.—
In cempliance with ihe defire of Lis {uperior officer; he did
fign ;' but he never could be deemed the negotiator ; nor was
his fignature 1o it ever confidered by him more than 2 mat-
ter of form. Indeed not one arucle of the armiftice was
ever carned nto effect {ave the duration of the {ufpenfion
of hoflulities until the conclufion of the definitive ireaty ,—
At three the next morning, be marched with his divifion of
the army for Almalia, and as Colonel Murray was deputed
to have an ioterview with Sir C, Cotton; be gave to the
Colonel a draft of the provifions which he recommended for
the perufal of the Admiral., It referred 1o the almofl im-
mediate furrender of the refpeftive forteefles, and the prompt
embarkation of the French army—that it fhould be convey-
ed either to the poris of Rochefort or L’Orient, the moft
remote to Spain—ibat fecurity fhould be given for the re-

turn of the tranfports, particularly as fifty bad been detain- -

ed by the French whea their troops were conveyed from
Egypt—that all the Church plate flolen by the French ar-
my fhould be reflored—and that as there were no horfe
tranfports, there fhould remain n Poriugal French Com-

extend-

opofal of Gen, Kellerman,

by his fuperior officer to give.— .

mifhoness, to arrange, a iheir expence, the conveyance of

therr horfes 1o France. He was then, as he is now, of op1-
ton that, with refpet 10 the ' Rullian iquadion, the prefe-

under the protettion of the neutrality of Portagal. Woas
that coucfe followed, the Rulliap fatlors wouid not now be
epabled 10 engage m aflive hofhiiny agaiofl the King of
Sweden—befides, when the Comvenuon ‘was segots on
fhoge, the Brinth Admiral could not have made a boflsle ane
tack in the Tagus agamil the Ruofban fqu&u‘_;a, the
moment the Briuth army, by that Conveation, eptered ei-
thee the forts on the Tagus, or the city of Lifbon, the Por-

! tuguele colours would have been hoifled, and confequently

2
!
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3
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on the 3 with m{’c&;plhkuﬁa ﬁ:’:pi.}h
Tages. In Rating thefe pwots of dafference, bhe premifed,
that although the narrative of Sir Hew Dalrymple adverted

| dence be was anxioss 1o place in bim {Siv Artbury be had
Rill reafon to believe, and indced be prefumed tae Court
O::a,“wﬂh-ﬁ-

s &

the Ruffian fquadron would bave availed itlelf of s nen-

\ trality with the natios. From the moment of the depargore

of Col. Mutray o negotiate the Defioinive Theaty
(Sir Arthur] was anxious 19 have ut 1
French army fbould leave Lilbon forthwich, mn order 10
bave all ibe adv s 1o the common caofe, which it was
obvious the free navigation of he Tagus wouid affrd. In
thefe two potats be was over—ruled, and a f:puladon wps

opofed, limiing the Freach army 10 iwo lcagues rouad
the army, whch be bad comvened.  Thes meeting was not
coavoked as a Council of War, byt was o of Tuch

he

d, that the
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