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COURT OF INQUIRY.
. . amaams _n amtg '
" FIRST DAY, " o0 o o¥

, Cusirsea Novemazr 14, 1808

The: Mesmbers of the Board, contened by virtue of Hu
Majefly’s Warrant under the Sign Manuel, aﬂ}mblqd ths
morning 1 ihe Great Hall, Chellea Holpital, to inquire snio
the caules and circumflances of the Jate Treaty of Armflice,

‘onvention of Cntra,
’nd(;(cncul Sir David Dundas, .on obfcrving‘ that all t.ht
Members were prefent, pr(_)cceded to the Chair appropria-
ted foi the Prefident, and requefled ihe rell .of the G.cncral
Officers 1o take their fears at the Board, which they 1mme-
ately did, in the fdtlowing order:

- ;’r(ﬁdent, General St DAVID DUNDAS.

Generals—EARL MOIRA,

PETER CRAIG,
LORD HOATHFIELD,
Licut. Generals—EARL PEMBROKE,
Sir G. NUGENT,
OLIVER NICHOLS. |

The Board beieg conflituted without any formality, the
Hon. R. Ryder, Judge-Advoeate, read His Majelly’s
Warrant, of which the following is a correét copy :

“ G. R.

¢ W hereaswe were pleafed, in the month of July, 1808,
to conftitute and appoint Lievremant-General Sir Hew
Dalrymple, Kat. to the command of a body of our forees,
employed to aét on' the coall of Span and Poertugal, or in
fuch other part of the Continent of Earope as he might
hereafter be direfied to, and the faid Lieutenant-General
did, pur{uant to our mitruttions tran{mited to him, proceed
to Portugal, and did on the e2d of Augull, 1868, land in
that country; and take upon himfelf the command of she
fad body of our forces accordingly, And whereas it ap-

ears that on the fame 22d of Augull, and {ubfequently to

s baving aflumed the command, an Armiflice was con<
cluded as follows :—( Here is recited  ihe Armiftice as fla-
ted in Sir Hew Dalrymple's dispatch. )

“ And whereas it appears, hat on the goth day of Au-
gult, 1808, a Convention was concluded “as follows :—
(Here 15 wecited the Convention as flated in Sir Hew Dal-
rymple's dispasck.)

“ We think it neceffary that an iuquiry thould be made
by the General Ofhicers hereinafier named into the conditi-
ons of the faid Armiflice and Convennion, and into all the
caufes and circumilances (whether anfing from the previ-
ous operations of the Briuth Army or otherwife,) which led
to them, and into the condul, behaviour, and proceedings of
the faid Lieutenant-General Sir Hew Dalrymple, and of
any other officer or officers who may have beld the com-
mand of our troops in Portugal ; and of any perfon or per-
fons, as far as the f{ame were conncfied with the faid Ar-
miflice and Convention, in order that the faid General Of-
ficers may report to us touching the watters aforefaid, for
our better information, Qur will and pleafure therefore 1s,
and we do hereby nominate and appoint the General OfB-
eers of our Army,. whofc‘names are ,refpeﬂi-vcly
i the il annexed, to be a Board, of which we do hereby
appoint General Sir-D. Duodas, K. B. to be Prefident,
who are to meet accordingly for the purpofes above.-menti-
oned, Aand you are hereby required o give notice to the
faid General Officecs “vhen and where they are to meet for
the faid examination and inquiry, and you are hereby di..
sected to fummon fuch perfons as may be judged neceflury
by the faid General Officers (whether the General Officers
employed in the expedition, or others} to give information
touching the faid matters, or whofe éxamination fhali-be de-
fired by thofe employed in the fard expedition, And ihe
fad General Officers are hereby  direfted to hear- fuch per-
fons as (hall offer (o give information totiching the fame, and -
they are hereby authorifed, empowered, and required -
ly to examine into the mauers before-mentioned, and (o re-
port a flate thereof as it fhall appear to them, togsther with
their opinion thét'eupoo', and aifo with their opinion, whe-
ther ary or what further procee«ﬁhgc thould ke had lhtl’f-
upon ; all which spou are 1o tran(mit to our ‘Commander in
Chief, to be by him laid before us for our ednfideration ; and
for fo doing this fhall, as well 10 you as to our faid Gen.
Officers, and all others concerned, be a fulficient Wiarcant.

“ Given at'our Court at St. James’s, this fict day of

November, 1858, in the forty-ninth year of our Reigu,
“ By His Majefly’s command,
“ James PurTensy.
“ To our right trufly and well-beloved Coun-

sellor, the Hon. Richard Ryder, Fudge-

Advocate-Ceneral, or his Deputy.” ot

The Judge-Advocate next read an Official Copy of the
Armiftice agreed upon between Lieutenant-General Sic A,
Weliefley and General Kellerman, the definitive Conven-
bon for the evacuation of Portugal by the Freach Army,
30d of the other documents which appeared in the Loadon
Gazeue of Friday the 16th of Sepiember laff, |

Afer a fhort confultation among the Me ) of the
Board, the Prefidént obferved that ig obedience to bis Ma-

mentioned
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] jelly’s Warrdne, it was incumbent updo them to proceed
with all convenience to the examination of witnefles, and in
order to make'the receffary arrangements, it would be pro-
per for them ro deliberate in privae,

The Prefident, then wrning to the auditory, intimared,
that as it was probable there would nut b# any wore bufinefs
of a public rature tran{aéied this day,
the Board that rangers thould withdraw, The Court was
accordingly (leared. > | &

Strangers were not re-admitced, and at half pafl ene the -

Caurt adjourned «ili eleven o’clock on Tueflday morning,
What paflfed while the doors werd' clofed is of courfe un-
known, but it is fuppofed to relate merely to the arrange-
menf of ulierior proceedings, . N
The adjournmear is probably iatended to allow time for
the preparation of the necellary papers and documents, the
fummoning of witnefles, &ec. ,
Neither Sir H, Dalrymple, nor any of the Officers who
ferved in Portugal, were prefent, and the fpe€tators were by
no means numerous. - Mr, Harrifon, the Counfel, who
condufled General Whitelocke's defence, was in atieadance

Lf on the parc of Sir Hew Dalrymple,

‘The Duke of Cumberland was prefent, and afier remain.
ing fome-time io converfation with the Earl of Moira, his
Royal Highnels took 4 feat near the Board of Gen, Officers,

The Hall 1s fivted op in the fame manner as upon Gene.
ral Whitelocke’s trial, with the exception of fome apart-
‘ments being boarded off at the upper exiremiry, for ihe ac-
tommodation of the Members of the Court,

~ SECOND DAY. ¢ %
- Cuersea, Novesser 14.
The bufinels of the day was begus by the” Judge-Advo-
cate reading leters from Sir Hew Dalrymple to the Judge-
Advocate, explanatory of his conduft in Portugal, - Among
others a letter from Sir Hew Daltymple 10 Eord Caflle:
reagh, requelling the produflion ofthe. correfpandence be-

guefel Ambaffador, refpetiing the line of conduf to be pur-

| faed with re(pe@ to regaining poffeffion of Portngal. Lowd
Cafllereagh's an{wer was then ‘read; agrecing ro produce the

correfpondence alluded to, with the exception of fome com-
munications with the Bilhop of Oporto,

Afrer making confiderable progrefs in thefe details, a
paufe took place, and afier a fhon confereng@¥among the
Members of the Board,

The Judge-Advocate, addrefling himfelf to the audience,
flated that the Board, influenced by a with to promote the
ends of public jultice, were extremely anxious to prohibit
any thing that had a tendency to defeat that defirable ob-
je€t. It was therefore his determination not o fuffer the
publication of any part of the proceedings pending the in-
vefligation. © The Board withed it hkewile 1o Be diftinétly

1 the terms of the Convention ! For hi > had
‘abflained from ftating any thing in the public Papers, al-

on to'the plan or p

underflood, that their. prohibition fhould extend beyond the
termination of the prefent Inquiry; on the refult of which
would depend lns Majefty’s pleafure whether any further
wvefligation of a military nature thould take place. It was,
therefore, expedient to require the fuppreflion of the publi-
~cation of all proceedings, untl the general refult thould
be known, -

Thefopy of a letter was produced, written by -Sir A,
Wellelley 1o General Burragd, ‘The former objefied 1o
its being publicly read, becaufe he had written it in confi-
dénce, and it contained fiee opinions on the charafiers of
feveral Portuguefe Officers, who, not being fubje&ts of our
Government, ought not to have their aftions examined by
any Court belonging to this Country. ' G

Lord Moira perufed the letter; and faid that s contents
cerwainly did pot refer to the fubjeét of invefligawon ; and as
the prattice of pubhfhing letiers of a confidential mature,
abounding with free opimons on perfons-not {ubjeéts of our
Government, would lead 1o mofl unpleafant confequences,
he thould move that it fhould not be read publicly. The
other Members of the ‘Court concuirred in his Lordfhip’s
opinion, and the letter was read by the differeat Members

‘of the Board, but net in the hearing of firangers.

Sir Hew Dalrymple then came forward aud addrefled
the Courr.+ He flaced that before be gave in the narraiive.
of his proceedings, which it was his intention to lay before
the Court, be felt himfelf called o5 10 fay a word or two in
vindieation of his charafler, whichhad been grofsly afperied
in the public Papers to ferve, as it fhould feem, .the caule
of a more favoured Officer, The Conivention had bceug;
nerally reprobated in this country, but be had no-doubr ¢
ina Lﬂ time it would be more favorably, :caaufe w
juflly appreciated, - By the publications i queflion; how-
’evcr{&",?:(}ou‘nmim calamitods or.otherwrfe, he was re-

“ﬁ' as the fole wbuofitzﬁﬁumg au‘m::tﬁof

at he had the flupid prefumprion to 3 io oppoliti-
' v il revioufly agreed oo,oeud to

‘order it 10 be _ |
'hewof@vi&.!w‘wg'a.waﬁy =

' ""dﬂ,or,aiﬂevem;, Ml pproved o
et s e had carefully

thoughi-he was-not igaoraut thaty previous to his quining the

T Exceiient Masssty, a
will be thankfully received.
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it was the pleafure of

tween dus Lordlhip, as Secretary of Sidte, and the Portu-

" et ——

at the Sign of the Bistz and Crowx,

army m Portugal, there were perfons at work there with fi-
milar imputations to thofe thrown out againft his charac-
fer 1 this country! He had purpolely abflained from
aoy * Newfpaper appeals, referving himfelf for this day,
| when be could with confidence, and with the candour and
opennefs -becoming a Britith Officer, flate his cafe, He
now pleggd himfelf to that Court, and to his Country,
that Sir H. 3urrard,.8ir‘A. Wellefley, and bhimfelf, were
all %rcfem with General Kellerman-when the preliminaries
qf the CooVemiqn of Cintra were difcuffed and ,feu’lcd.g-_-;-
h _S:u' A. Wellefley bore that prominent part in the difcuff-.
on, fo u:hich the importaps fituation he held in the country,
! the gloridus Viflory he had lately gained, and the importang
information more particulatly of a local nawire which he
poflefled, fo well entitled him to affume; He, therefore,
k had difcuflled, and affented to, not only the principle of the
Conventiop, but the general details of it; and fo far from
its being corret that Sir A, Wellefley had figned the Pre.
limnaries by the order, or rather by the compulfion, of
Jhim (Sir H, Dalrytnplc,‘) as had been infinvated, the fal
was that he himfelf was {lepping up for the purpofe of put.
ting his own name to the preliminary Articles, when fie was
put right by Genera] Kellerman in point of form, who. re-
minded him that he, as Commander in Chief, could not
fign a Prelimifiar Treaty, wheie the officer an the other
fide wisonly a écn:ral of Divifion! Sir A, Wellelley
then ﬁgned the Preliminaty Treaty, without any order from
him (Sir H. Daltymple). The Convention, he agreed,
was carried on in the French language, and it might be
true, he believed it was,  that General Kellerman took mi-
nutes of it, = As already faid, however, he had never in-
ferted bis own reprefenfations or his own withes in the pub-
lic prints. He had not, as was flated in his name, inl?ﬂc.,d_
on a Court Martial,  He was happy thar he fhould meet
a Court like the prefent, where his cafe would be fully gone
into, and would not be checked 'by the trammels of legal
proceedings. He was not afraid of an inquiry, being con-
| vinced thathis caufe and (hat of iruth would be found to go
hand in hand, - He affored the Court that he fhould not
avail himfelf of the privilege of declining to anfwer any
queftion, left it thould criminate himfelf; on the contrary,
he thould feel pleafure in the bufinels being fifted to the
bottom, and he himfelf {hould be ready o gve c_vcry‘{a_tia'-
fattion which might be demanded of him, or which it was
in his power to give, He had -not, as already flated, de-
manded a Court-Martial, and one reafon for his not doing
{o was, becaufe no charges of a dillin€ nature had been ur-
ged aganfl him, Ifhis conduél had been fo called in quef-
tign as 16 bave rendered it necellary for him to infifl on 2
Court-Marual, it would bave been incumbent on him to
have called in his defence all the Officers of note enggg&d
at prefeot 1 Spain and Portugal, He was happy 10 fay,
however, that at prefent no Officer was abfent from his du-
?' on his (Sir H, Dalrymple’s) account ! Thefe faéls be had
found it neceflary for him to explain in vindication of his
charafier, before he entered on the narrative of his proceed-
tngs after he joined the army in Portugal.

Sir Arthur Wellelley begged to fay 4 few words in an{wer
to what he bad jull beard, He regretted exceedingly, thac
any thing fhould have appeared in any of the public prints,
which could be {uppofed to have the effe& of ferving bim
at the expence of the conduét or charaéter of Sir H. Dal-
rymple, . He declared mofl fincerely, that o fuch Rate-
ment had ever been inferied with bis knowledge or apprp-
bation ; and be could equally pledge himfelf, that noge {pgh
bad ever come (hrau;g the knowledge or concurrence of
any of bis fricnds or relations. He agreed in what he bad
jull beard ; that he bad been prefent at, and taken a part
under the Commander in Chief, 10 adjulling the Prelimi-
natics of the Convention. He bad figned thefe Prehmina-
ries in_confeguence of the defire of the %omqud'c!rin»Cbicf,
bat not in conlequence of any command or compuifiop ex-
ercifed over him on that occafion,  He had agreed with the
Commander in Chief on the prnciple of thele arucles
(hoqg‘h he bad differed from hym in fome of the dMls. _<

5 e B Dalrymgle fat at the fide of the Cour -,-g-Hc was
~accompanied by General Sir Charles Green, an ,‘;};m Of.
ficers of his Siafl.  He looked extremely well, is.a foldrer-

looking man, and feemed 1 be in good fpisits, |

Sir A, Wellelley fat behind the Prefident, He was ac-
companied by Major Tucker, and asother Officer of
his Saff, | |

- The Duke of Cumbecland {at within the Bar, *A nume
ber of Ladies were prefent, fome of thém very clegamly
drefled.’ Among the avditory were Geoerals Sit T, Trigge,

e e e
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ny other Navai and Miliary Officers, A
The Courgadjousned ull 0-morrow morning.
7 e FBIRD DAY, .
gt X | Cuzisza, Noveuser 19,
© The doors were not-opened wil cleven o’clock. A con.

fiderable crowd bad confequently colletied by that time, snd
a ruth 100k piace on opening the doors, |

The Coust took their feats iu a few minutes afier the
opening of the douis. - : 3 e e




