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“ed to lay down their arms as prifoners of war, 

if forced back to Lifbon by the operations of the Britith 
army. If the cafe were reverfed, and the Britifh in a fi- 

milar flate to that in which the French were, be was fure 
they would have capitulated. Lifbon mult have {uffered 
both in the perfons and properties of its inhabitants from 
the operations which the Britifh army, jealous of its honor, 
mufl have carried into execution. The advantages 

» 

m t an end to the ravages of war—allowed the flore- 

fo not have wo {afe off the coafl, to en- 

ter the river—=and releafed four thoufand Spanith troops. 

It allowed the Brinth army to enter Spain, and fent the 
French force to a port of France remote from the Spanifh 
frontier. The French were completely difheariened by 

the defeat of the 21ft of Augull, The only arullery cali- 
‘bre were nioe-pounders, not adequate to attack the garrifons 

or forts onthe Tagus. He did not believe that the politi- 

on of Santaren, occupied by the army under Sir Joba Moore, 
would have prevented ihe retreat of the enem 

Major-General Spencer was next called, 3nd was exa- 
mined to the fame points, He joined Sir Archur Wel- 
lefley on the gth of Auguft, and was with him in the baule 
of the 248. He kpew that the pofitions about Lifbon and 
the forts of the Tagus, were both flrong 

liance of the enemy Ackland as to his opinion of the compl 
to lay down their arms, and on the advantages of the Con- 

vention (0 he gr of Portugal, and the farther operati- 
ons of the Brinfiarmy. He had no reafon to fuppofe that 

the conduft of the French Commander and his army would 
pot, with refpeét to Lifbon and its inhabitants, be influenced 

by the fame confiderations which have influenced other 
Commandess and armies, io fimilar fitvations, The arnlle- 

ry calibre were nine-poundérs, and the nature of the couo- 
try would not admit heavy ordnance to be brought up,— 
The Tagus being forcable a little above Santaren, he be- 
lieved that the occupation of that pofition, by Sir John 
Moore’s army, would have completely interrupted the re- 

treat of the enemy by Elvas. He had ferved in the cam- 
ign in Egypt in 1801, and confidered the Convention 

by Shick the French evacuated Alexandria and Cairo fimi- 
lar to the Convention of Cintra. Io the former cafes the 
French army did not poflefs the advantages which the French 
army in Portugal did, becaufe, from the fate of the gausi- 

fous of Alexandria and Cairo, they would not bave been 
able to hold out for more than a {hort time. 

Sir Arthur Wellefley,—Were you aware that it had 
been arranged with Capt. Malcolm, that the Alfred {bould 

aitend the movements of the army along the coaft, from 
Mondego, in the charge of ‘the vittuallers and flore fhps, 
and with the ammunition for the ordnance which was ex- 
pe€ied from England ? 

Major-General Spencer.—The Alfred, a 74 gun-fhip, 
was ordered by Sir A. Wellefley for the exprefs purpole 
of {upplying the army with whatever heavy ordnance the 
Commander in Chief might require, The ordnance flore- 
fhips, loaded with ammunition, joined the Alfred a long 
time before they could have been required. 

Lord Moira next afked Sir Arthur Welleley. Had 
you any artillery or travelling carriages in the ordnance 
flore-fhips ? A. There were mortars, but no heavy artillery. 

Brigadier-General Nightingale was then called, and, 

without any material difference, corroborated the flatement 
of the other General Officers who proceeded bim. 

Captain Preval, of the engineers, flated that Lifbon was 
better defended by the flcong pofitions shan by its works ; 
it was open on almoft every fide. There were new works 
confirufed by the French, but they were direfled againll 
the town; or for the prote&tion of the fhips in the river, 
The fort of St. Julien was rong againft a regular fiege, 

but he was of opimon that it was not difficult tp make a 
breach. That might be effefled in a week. There would 
be wanting 12 pieces of heavy artillery, two mortars, and 
two howitzers, The fort of Cafcaes was lefs defenfible by 
land. Of Peniche he had no accurate knowledge, but con- 
fidered it very firong both by land and fea. 

Sir A. Wellefley obferved, that it was his wilh to pur 
fome queftions 10 Captain Preval, refpeéting lome converfa- 
tion be had with French officers, but as other officers had 

not arrived, he did not conceive the prefent the proper time. 
Lord Moira. It is belt to polipone any examination 

which could, even by implication, affe&t Sir H. Burrard. 
Captain Preval then withdrew. | 
Sir Hew Dalrymple flated, that bad there been any artille- 

ry or travelling carriages landed ac Mondego, they eould not 
be brought far want of horfes, Ry alien My 

Earl Moira next put the following queflions to Sir Ar 
thur Wellefley : ; 
Q. Had there been artillery with is, 
oe they have proceeded with the army from Mondego? 
A. No. ial) 

Q. Was the difficulty from the want of horfes, of the 
badnefs of the roads? A. 1 will extend my anfwer: The 
voads throughout Portugal are very bad and very narrow, 
es think that it would have been very difficult to 
ning forward beavy artillery, or travelling carnages, even 

by the Apri ang. ns + udp 

from the anfwers I have given 10 queftions before, that there 
were horfes with the army only in fufficient number to 
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ihe did arrive it would be neceffary that he thould have
 

of the 

Convention were, that it delivered Portugal of a French ar- | 

g and defen. 
fible.—This Officer corroborated the flatement of General” 
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? He anfwered, on the 
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daily, nay hourly, and 

fame time to prepare his narrative, 
“The Court adjourned at a quarter paft twelve o'clock. 

| [To be continued.) - Eas 

Latest European Intelligence. 

~~ LONDON, FesruarY 27.  ,  - 
A Telegraphic communication was made from Plymouth 

to. the Admiralty late on Saturday afternoon, flating that a 
frigate had arrived there with information of the French 

fleet, confifling of nine fail of the line, having put to fea 

from Brel. Lord Gansier in the Caledonia, has failed 

in quell of the enemy. 

In confequence of ihis informtion, direftions were im: 
mediately fent to Portfmouth and Plymouth for all the line- 

of.baule hips to proceed to fea without a'moments lofs 
of tme. 

There has been no freth arrival from the South/of Spain. 

Notwithlanding this, rumours have been fpread refpecting 

negotiations between our Government and thegentral Jun- 

ta, concerping the occupation of Cadiz ; and ut has beenin- 

timated, that difficulties have anfen, us to the (hare we are 

to take in the further operations of the war, Mr. Can. 

Ni1nG’s fpeech in the Houfe of Commons on Friday night, 
induces us to believe, that Government by no means confi. 
ders the affairs of the Peninfula as defperate, which others 

are fo ready to imagine ; and we trufl, that the adminiftrati- 

ons of both gountries are too {enfible of the extreme impor- 
tance of harmony and co-operation between them, to fuffer 
an ill-founded jealdlify to arife, and mar every profpect or 
expelation of a fuccefsful continuance of the conflict, 

It has beer recently announced, that ¢ the Admiralty 
has already taken meafures for blockading the ports of Fer- 
rol and Corunna,” four fhips of the line have been ordered 
for that purpofe, Excepting in the private information we 
have been enabled to communicate to the public, there has 

been very rarely indeed, in the daily prints, any allufion to 
the port or fleet of Ferrol. It is with no pleafure that we 
at length break the filence we have fo long kept, 
We certainly do not think that we {hall convey informa. 

tion to Governmentby the detail we are about to give ; but 
‘the public at large will learn, with inéxprelhible regret and 
furprife, that withip a day’s march of the Britifh army on 
its retreat, and within two leagues of the Britith fquadron 
on its covering the paffage of the tranfports -home, there 
Weré NINE SAIL OF THE LINE, OF WHICH FOUR 

WERE THRER-DECKERS [‘befides two eighty gun fhips 
on the flocks), F1VE FRIGATES, THREE CORVETTES, 
FOUR GUN-BRIGS, TWQ ARMED SCHOONERS, AND 
FORTY GUN-BOATS § all under the authoriy of men, who 

to the laft hour profefled the clofeil albance with England, 
and moft determined boflility towards the common enemy. 
The following ftatement has been iran{mizied to us ; and 
we have, from the highly refpeftable fource whence it is de- 
rived, entire confidence in tts correfinefs. 

THE NAVAL FORCE LYING AT FERROL. 

Turze Deckers.—Principe Aflurias 129 guns; 

Mexicano, 120 gunsj Conception, 120 guns; San Fer- 
nando, 100 guns. 
Suirs or Tue Ling.—~Santelmo, 80 ; Atlante, 80; 

San Julian, 64; America. 64; Efpana, 64 guns. 
On Tue Stocks.—ElTridente. 80; Emprendedor, 80. 
Fricares.—Magdalena, 40 ; Elmesalda, 40; Sabina, 

40; Diana, 36; Pilar, 36 guns. 
Corverres.~Indagudora, 26; Mofca, 20 ; Principe 

Allunas, 24 guns, 
Gux-Brics.~Cafilda, 18; 

dor, 16; Caflador, 16 guns. 
Scuooners.—Amiflad, 6; 

, 16: Defcubri- 

, 6; and 48 
Gun-Boats, ol 
To this account of the aftual naval force lying in the 

harbour, we add the following thort minutes concerning the 
capacities of the place. Ofithe arfenal and dock-yards un 
is lefs neceffary for us to fpeak, as there are thofe at home 
who hive feen them near enough. They belong tothe 
few public works which do honour to the former govern- 
ment of Spain, and are confidered by profeflional men as 
among the molt excellent firuétures of the kind in Europe, 
“The Docks are fo {pacious that 40 (hips of the line may be 
on the flocks at once ; and as there are in the town between 
5000 and 6ooo working fhipwrighrs, the whole of thofe 40 
vellels may be completed within the courle of a fingle year, 

It 1s no wender, then, that Ferrol thould, in the eflima- 
tion of the politician, conflitute the prime ornament * im 
glory of Gallicia ; and therefore when the determination 
the Brittth: cabinet was known to make that kingdom the 
fcene of their exertions, it was imagined that their acquain< 
tance with Ferrol, as a naval depot, operated fully as much 
upon their minds, as the facilives afforded by ge Provipce 
for a fpeedy co-operation with the Spanifh araiies ; 
know that lately when it was announced at Corunna that 
the Commander in Chief had changed the point of his re. 
treat to Corunna from Vigo, it was fu that this was 
done with a view to the fending a detachment to Fersol from 
Betangzos, io order to fecure, if pollible, the fleet, for the 

legitimate Sovereign of Spain, or at leall to prevent its ad- 
ding to the of his oppreffor, 
Tele gos, however, if entertained, have (adly failed. 

Thofe who expefied leaft-from the refillance of Spam to the 
tyrant, calculated at all events upon fuch an dcoilic to our 
naval relources, as would enable us, wuh a flill faurer prof- | 

¥ 

i 

and we | Treay, | 
‘ed, his Majefly will caofe to be laid before you. 

peflations are difappointed, and that the profpe is glooy 
TI dak priced thet ie gaa iofence thefo roofinabic 

when we~turn ourfelves in other direftions. But Ci | 

kip defign to add reproach to our exhibition of the evil 
We arc aware of all the difficulties which attended the 4, 

a | equifite in the expreflion of our withes and are 
fible that great objeéls were in danger of being facrificed * | 

the acquifition of inferior ones, Yet thefe difficulties have 

We well know, that lon, before the immediate fafety of j 
n Paowcvy an offer was made ip 

‘the Junta of that province to allift in putting the veffels 
Gallicia appeared to be e 

“Ferrol in fuch a Rate that they might be at any ume ready 

for fea ; this was not excepted, We believe, too, wha we 
have heard whilpered, that, on the retreat through Gallicia, 
Sir Jou~n Moore propofed garrifoning Ferrol, which 
was alfo declined, And we concede, that on no accoun; 
would it have become us to feize by force, what we waned 

“addrefs to gain by negotiation. E 
We are apprehenfive that our error lay in making thy 

a point of provincial arrangement which ought to have beeq 
fettled with the Supreme National Body, asa concern of 
chief moment, 

It is certain, that even at the lat moment, the feeling of 
the populace remained honeff and patriotic ; and, however 
unwilling the inhabitants of any naval depofit might be, to 
part from the fource of their affluence, yet there is no doubt 
that a mandate from the Central Junta to equip the Ferro 
fleet, and tranfport it to Cadiz, would have been obeyed, 
To fay that this point could not be obtained; is to confefs 
that want of diplomatic {kill in which, for ages, we have 
been thought deficient; to flate, that the danger was not 
forefeen tll it was too late to avert it, is to confefs the fal, 
and give it a name, 
Thee is but one fuggeflion that affords comfort, but it js 

doubtful whether we may be able to profit by this. Our 
abllinence, our forbearance, may be attributed to us for vir 
tue: yet we think it would have been a<higher and more 
genuine, and more animating difplay of our attachment wo 
the caufe of Spain, if we brad borne away its fleet at Ferrol, 
in the name of 1s imprifoned Sovereign, into a fafer harbor, 
We might have held out to the more high-minded and ges 
nerous of the Spaniards, the means of tranfporting them 10 
happier lands, fhould the too prolperous flar of the Ufur. 
per once more be in the afcendants and an example of vir. 
tue and generous facrifice would have been fet by thofe whe 
accompanied the fleet, On the other hand, the lofs of Fer. 
rol, and of thé fleet, is an event of ominous and evil ten. 
dency. We are now led to afk how the equally important 
ports of the South, Carthagena and Cadiz, may be affefied 
by the example thus fet them. And we look forward with 
emotions of concern, more fad in proportion to the impor. 
tance of the confequences, to the conduét which will be 
purfued by the Spaniards in America. 

o | 

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, January 10. 

Thé Lord Cuancetror delivered the following 
Speech from his Majesty. — 

My=Lords and Gentlemen, 
WE have it in command from his Majefly to flate to you, 

that hits Majefly bas called you together, in perfeét confi 
dence, 1bat you are prepared cordially to fupport his Mae 
jelly 1n the profecution of a war which there is no hope of 
terainating fafely and honorably, except through vigorous 
and perfévering exertion, | 
WE are to acquaint you, that his Majefly has direfled 

to be lard before you, copies of the propofals for opening 
the negotiation which were tranfmitted 10 his Majelly from 
Erfurth ; and of the correfpondence which thereupon took 
place with the Governments of Rufia and of France ; toge- 
ther with the declaration iffued by his Majefly’s command 
on the termination of that eorrelpondence, & 
~ His Majesty is perfuaded, that you will participate 
in the feelings which were expreffed by hs Majefly, when 
it was requefted that bis Majefly, fhould confent to come 
mence the negotiation by abandoning the caofe of Spain, 
which -he had fo recently and flemnly efpoufed. 
We are commanded to inform you, that his Majelly 

conflituies to receive from the Spanifh: Government, the 
ftrongeft affurances of their detesmined perfeverance in (he 
caufe of the legitimate Monarchy, and of the national inde 
pendence of Spain ; and to allure you, that fo long as the 
people of Spain will remain true 10 theinfelves, his: Majelly 
will continue to them his mofl firenuous alliance and {upport, 
‘His Majesty bas renewed to the Spanifh nation, 1a 

the moment of its difficulties and reverfes, the engagements 
which he voluntarily cantracied at the ondfef of his fruggle 
aganiiiibe uferpation and tyranny of France: and eae 
COMI, 16 acquaint you, that thefe engage nents he 

been rediced into the form of a Treaty of Alhaace; which 
Treay, fo foom as the ranfications thal have been excharg- di %. 

His Majesty commands us to flare 16 you, that while 
bis Majefly contemplated with the liveliel fausfaéiion, the 
achievements of his forces in the commencement of the came 
paign in. Porwigal; and the deliverance of his Ally from 
the prefence and oppreflion of the French army, his Majel= 
ty, mofl, decply regretted the termination of that campaign 

by an armuilice and convention, of fome of the arucles v 

clare his difapprobation, 
which his Majefly has fete hunfelf obliged formally to des j 

Ws are 10 expels 10 you Lis Majelly’s reliance on yout i 

bog Soho tn our opisieth by 4 iaply dod profes 
u | means which our influence with the Centr] 


