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others, from geuing on fhore, if hot rendered altogether un- §
ferviceable, are at Jeafl difabled for a confidersble time,
" The arrangement of the fire-veflels plaged binc the di-

“ refltion of Capt. the Right Hon, L hrane was made

as fully as the flare of e weather would admit,
10 bis Lordfhip’s plan, on' the evening of the 11th
. and at_eight o’clock on the famé night they s
the attack under a favorable firong wind /from
ward; and flood tide, (preceded by fome velle
powder and fhells, as propofed by his Lordfhip
to'explofion,) and led on in the moff undaunted and deter-
mined manner by Captain Woolnudge, in the ‘Mediator
fite-fhip, the others followi « g te
-the'darkne fsof the nightTeveral miflook theircourfeand failed.
. On their approach o the enemy’s fhips, it was difcover-
ed that 2 boom was-placed in front of-their line for a de-
fence. This howgver the weight of the Mediator foon
broke, and the ufual intrepidity and bravery of Briufh fea-
men overcame all difficulues, Advancing under a heavy
“fire from the forts in the 1fle of Aix, as well as from the
etiemy”s fhips, mofl of which cut or flipt their cables, and
from the confined anchorage, gut on fhore and thus averd-
ed taking fire, ' |
At day-light the following morning, Lord Cochrane
communicated to me by Telegraph, that feven -of the ‘ene-
my”s thips were on fhore, and might be deflroyed. I im-
mediately made the fignal for the flect to unmoorand weigh,
intending to proceed with it to effe€l their deflrullion. The
wind however being freth from the northward, and the flood
wide running, rendered it too hazardous to rum into Aix
Roads, (frem its [ballow water,) I therefore anchored

again at the diflance of about ihree miles from the forts on

b3

- ~the 1land. ' | :
As the tide fuited, the enemy evinced great ativity in

endeavoring to warp their fhips (which had grounded) into
deep water, and ficceeding in getting all but five of the lire
towards the ‘entrance of the Charante before it became prac-
ticable 1o attack them, " -

1 gave orders to Captain Bligh, of ihe Valiant, to pro-
ceed with that [hib, the Revenge frigate, bombs, and fmall
wellels, naied in the margin.t to anchor near the Boyart
fhoal, 10 readinefs for the attack. . At 20 minutes palt two
P. M. Lord Cochrane advaoced in the Impeneule with
his accuflomed gallantry and fpirit, and opened a well di-
refled fire upon the Calcura, which Rruck ber colors 1o
the Impericufe ; the fhips and vellels above-mentioned foon
after joined in the auack upon the Ville de Vacfovie and
Aquilon, and obliged them before five o'clock, after (uflains,
ing. a heavy cannonade o frike theif colors, when they
were takeh poffeffion of by the boats of e advanced {qua-
dron,. As foan as the prifotiers Were reioved, they were
fet on fite, 4s wis alfo thic Tonnérre, a fhort time afier by
the enémy. ‘ :

I aftccwirds detached Rear-Admiral the Hon, Robert
Stopfotd in the Cafar with the Thefeus, three additional
fire-thips, (which were halldly ptcpared in the courfe of the

“day,) and all the boats oFdhe fleer, with Me. Congreve’s

rockets, 1o conduét the further operations of the nighr againfl
any of the (hips which lay expofed to an atiack. Oa the
morning of the 1gth, the Rear-Admiral repdried to me,
that as the Cafar and ether line of batile fhips had ground-
ed and were in @ dengerous fituation he thought 1t.advifea-
ble to order them all out, particularly as the remaining part
of the fervice could be performed by frigates and-fmall vel-
fels only ; and 1.was bappy to find that they were extrica.

‘ted from their perilous fitvation.

- Captain Bligh bas fince infortaed me, that it was found
impratiicable to deflroy the three-decked fhip and the others
which wete lying near the entrance of the Charante, as the
rmer being the outer one, was protecied by three lines of
-placed 10 advance from her, - ‘

" The fhip and all thé oibers, excépt four of kmioera, |
g

frigate have jnow moved: up the river Charante, I

further attempt to defiroy “thiem is prallicable, I fhall not

fail to ufe every means io my power to accomplith ir, .
I liave great fatisfaftionin fating to their Lordfhips how

much I feel obliged to the zealous co-operation of Rear-Ad-
miral Stopford; voder whofe artangement the boats of the -

fleet were placed ; and 1 mufl alfo exprefs o their Lord:
fhips the high fenfe I have of the alhiflance I received fiom
the abilities and unremitied attention of Sir Harry Neale,
Bart, the Caprain of the fleet; as well as of the animated
exertions of the Capuains, Officers, feamen and warines un-

.detmy command, and tbeis forwardnefs 19 volunteer upon

any fervice that might be allotted to them; particularly the
zeal and aflivity fhown by the Captains of the lipe of bat-
tle thips in preparing the fice-veflels,

I cannet {peak in {ufficient terms of admiration and ap-
plaufe, of the v and
Cochrane upon the French line of batile fhips which were

*

* Ville de Varsovie, of 8oguns ; Tonnerre, of T4 guns ;.
Aguilon, +74 guns ; and C ;u;,z' guns,
t Indefatigable, Aigle, Emerald, dﬁc,lu‘k, At-
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according : i
anflant ;-
ded 10 | idely fiall; ~1 havg not yet teceived the return of ithe

‘ «m%,in fucceflion, but owing to_

- we behe
were parfuing the right direflion agaiofl the foe. - Now the

“fes fire to. This, however, was not exaflly the cafle at that

el i
cioufly begin,
gallant attack made by Lord |
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inloyed wherever I might

e, nd 1 have every. teafon. o be falsied with the Ar-

dhtor e Coogratt’s diteBios; k. o "o L
. % fend be(?:e‘:l)i‘tli a retarn of the killed, wounded and mifs

“fog of he Heet, which, I'am ibappyj to obferve, is compara«

*

umber of prifoners taken, but 1 conceive they amount to
- I have charged s difpatch
the Imperieufe ] dnd 1 beg leave to rcfer their Lordthips w0
him,.as alfo io Lord Cochrane, for u:{ fucther particulars
of which they way wifh'to be informed,
ol v ia .1 have the honor to be, &c. A
-+ {Signed) ; ' ~ GAMBIER.
S 1 5th April.
P. S. This morning three of the enemy’s hne of baule

.’ﬂlips are obferved tobe flill on fhore under Fouras, and one

of them is in a dangerous fituation, - One of their frigates
(L’Indienne,) alfo op fhore, bas fallen over, and they are
now difmanching her. ~As the tides will take off in a day
or two, theie is every probability that fhe will be deftroyed.

Since writing the foregoing, I have Jearnt shat the Hon.
Lieut. Col. Cochrane ( Lord Cochrane’s brother) and Licu-
tenant Bifer of the navy, were volunteers in the Imperi-
eufe, and rendered themfelves extremely ufeful, the former
by commanding fome of her guns on the main.-deck, and
the fatter by conduéling one of the explofion veflels.

Names of the fhips in Aix Roads, previous to the atiack
' on-the 12th April, 1800.

1.'Ocean, 120 guns, Vice-Admiral’ Allemande, Capt,
Roland,—Repaired in 1866 ; on fhore ander Fouras,
.. Foudroyant; 86 guns, Rear- Admiral Gourden, Captain
Henri,—Five years old ; on thore under Fouras,

Caffard, 74 guos, Capt. Faure, Commodore.——Three
years old ; on {hore under Fouras,’ |

Tourville, 74 guns, Captain La Caille,.—Old ; on fhore
in the niver, » <7 ¢ i

Regulus, 74 guns, Captain Lucas,—Five years old ; on
fbore under Madame, . Sadw

Patriote, 74 gons, Capt. Mahee.~Repaired in 1803,

anag e shit of his rockets would
Jlaced in the fire-fhips with

tillerymen and owhers: who had the mabageaient of therm;.

Eocgir _Ha' » N:akvmhdm difpaiéh [by

Jemappe, 74 guns; Captais Fauvau,—On fhore un.*

der Madame, \ :

Tonnerre, 74 guns, Capt. Clement de la Ronciere,—
‘Nine months oldy never at fea,

Aquilon, 74 guns, Capt. Maingon.—Old ;

Ville de Varfovie, 80 guns, Capf. Cuvillier.——New,
never at fea. | k T e

Calcutta, 56, Captain La Tonie.~Loaded with flour
and military ftores. |
- Fricates.~Indienne, Captain Proteait.—On thore
near I{le d*Euet, on her beam ends ; Elbe, Capt. Pereng:-
ér; Pallas, Capt, Le Bigot ; Honénfe, Capt, Allgand.

N. B..One of the three laft frigates on fhore uuder
Ifle Madame. :

Total of killed and wounded—s2 officers, 8 men, killed ;
g officers, 28 men, wounded ; 1 man milling.—Total 48.
EXTRACI OF A PRIVATE LETTER,

. On board the ——, off Rochefort, April 14.
¢ The convoy of fire-vellels; and the tranfports that con-

tained the-rockets, joined us on Monday the 10th, afier a

very tedious paffage,
% About eight o’clock on the following night (Tuefday,)
two explofion veflels and twenty fire-thips, armed each

with fifty rockets; were fentin 1o commence the attack on
‘the enemy.  An explefion-vellel baviag 1un on fhore, un-

der the batteries of the I1fle d’Aix, was blown up. This
was a fignal for lighting the fice-Thips, and in a few minutes

{d a general blaze, which expofed the enemy’s thips
diftin@ly to our view. It was evident that our fire-fhips
rockets began tofly about ; fome of them grazing along the
furface of the ocean ;- others ranging through the air; and
from the {preading and increaling of the light, there was
good reafon to hope that fome of the French fhips had been

period ; but the refult was equal in glory, aod much more
correfponding with the feelings of Britoos, than the confla-
gratiow of the thips with their crews on boaid, 13

% On Wednefday morning, we found that the French -
fleet had effetied its efcape from immediate defiruétion, by
tutting their cables and going athore ; fome lying down on
ot;:&, and fome on another. As, however, the tide was
rifing, and as the {prings were coming on, no time vas o

“ Qur thips were

. \T";s
for going down 10 engage :rht
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b docked. . They are difumanled, having thee
r.gunsytheir fhot, and all their huy,ao,n;m |
ddofs fearcely exceeding 30 wen kijy

»,
e ©
- ‘ f

at. S
-large army colleled on the Tfle d’Aix.  Thus-the yoqh ¢ -
Aptil acquires a2 double ¢claim to the gratitude of Epg
- men, from, the recollettion of the fplendid achnvm‘ ,
the immortal Roduey, in the Well-Indies, and of the g,
~ portant. advantages now gained by the deflrafion o e
chief fleet that rémainéd in the hands of -che enemy:
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wéup a conflant fire the whole'morning on the enemy’s hip,

|

|

abous | thar with proper exetion they might be complete!

“which bad. got up the. river Charante; but they wer ny
able to approach neac enough to- do any execution, T,
mortification of the French mufl, however, have beeq con.
plete, to Od themflelves (hus infulted by the Brinfh, erey
within the batieries of the Ifled”Aix. - - ‘

, LONDON, A¢riL 27. |

The Theleus, of 74 guns, is arfived at Plymouth, wigh
400 French prifooers 1aken in Bafque Roads, and parof
the force employed in the late attack upon the French fu.
dron at that place, 5 ] |

We have received Hamburgh Papers 16 the 26th;ad 4
fet of Dutch Papers to the 24th, the date of thofe from
which we yeflerday gave fome extralls,  They containng
news of importance.— It appears that the Aufirian Declan.
tion of War was made on the gth, and that Ruflia has alfp
iffued a Declaration, in which fhe echoes the boaft lately
made by France of the {ublervience of ALexAxpeniy |
the policy of BoxararTE, and declares that they are in.

{feparably united, as well for peace as for war.,

LORD COCHRANE,

PARTICULARS OF THE LATE SUCCESSFUL AT«
TACK UPON THE FRENCH SQUADRON, IN BAse
QUE ROADS, ' N ,
Alihough Captain Woolridge led on’the Mediator fire.

fbip, yet it 1s equally true that Lord Cochrane perfonally

conduéted the explofion-thip, which bad been charged by
himfelf in a manner than which n’o:hing ‘Was ever moe
dreadful. His Lotd{hip caufed about v500 barrels of gun.
powder to be flarted into puncheons; which were placed -
end-pwards ; upon the tops of thefe were placed between
3.and 400 fhells, ¢harged with fufes, and again, among and
upon thefe were between 2 and 3000 hand, grevades. The
puncheons were faflened to each otheér by cables wound
round them, and jammed together with wedges ; and mafl.
ened fand was rammed down between thefe calks, foas
render the whole, from flem to fern, as folid as poffible,
that the refiftance-might render the explofion the more vio.
lent. In this immenfe inflrument of defiraétion, Lod
yCochrane commitied bimfelf with only one Lieutenant and |
four feaman ; and afier the boom was broken, his Lurdlbip
proceeded with this explofion- thip towards the enemy’s line,

Let it be recolletied, that at this moment= the batteries on

fhore were provided with furnaces to fire red hot fhot, and

th? his Lord{hip’s danger in this enterprize may be pro.
perly, concerved,

three knots an hour. “When the blue lights of the fice- thips

were difcovered, one of the enemy’s ﬁgnal fhips made the

fignal for fire-thips ; which beifng alfo a blue light, the ene-
my fell into great confuliven, firing upon her with very ine
jurious effe€t, and directly cut their cables, When Lord

1 Cochrane had conduéted his cxploﬁoﬂ-ﬂnip as near as wa

pollible, the enemy having taken the alarm, he ordered bis
brave lilile crew into the boat, and followed them, afier
putting fire to the fufe, which was calculated to give them
15 minutes (o get out of the reach of the explofion. How-
«ever, in confequence of the wind getiing very high; the
fufe burnt too quickly ; (o that, with the moft violent’ exer-
tioo againfl wind and tide; this intrepid little party was fis
minutes nearer than they calculated to be, at the tme when
the mofl remendons explofion thar human art éver‘:ﬂ"
ved took place, followed by the burflting at once in il ait,
of neat 400 fhells, und 3ooo band-grenades, pouring down
a thower of call-metal in every diretlion! Bur, ﬁmuﬂ“}ﬁ
the boat reached, by unparelicled exertion, juft beyond
extent of defliru@ion. *Unbappily this effort 1o efcape col
the life of ihe brave Lieutenant, whom this noble g:gﬁﬂ '
{aw die in the boat, partly under fatigue, and partly drowss
ed with' wavés that continually broke qvér them. Two of
the four failors were alfo fo pearly. exhaufled, that theirae-
covery -has beea defpaired of, ‘When they reached ther

~ thip the Impericufe, it is known that Lord Céchrane was
the firfl 10 go down 1o the attack, and was fur more thap 3

hour the only Englith man of war in the harbour. Ho
attack and " capuure of the Calcutta, which had mm
more guos than the Impericufe, bave been properly {poken of,

The repetition of his explofions was fo dreaded by i

,”em)' y that they dpprehended tmw explufion i every

fire-Mhip; and immediately crowded all fail, ran before 1he.
wind and tide fo fall, that the fire-thips, though at firl ve-
ry near, could not overtake them before they were NM
dry on fhore, except thece 74’s, Befides the Calcuuta, which
‘weee afierwards engaged; taken and buryt,” Seven wesk

sbnte,;
i

P

of the ling got- in, and théy weot

away, aod i wasbis Lord(hip’s opini

B . g

The wind blew a gale, and the tide aa

; of which two g-deckers afierward ‘-H"- pefore |
our fhi ; 3t
Two f the remaintog five were on their beain ends W
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