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ip, on the AR

vance corps towards the Puerto de
Banos, and of the probable embarraffmenid to the operati-

ﬁi;’ w4 "‘a ’.'a

ny " embarraffments having fince exifled to a de-.
pree {o confider

dble as 1o oblige s 1o fall back, and to take

, ;Lt defenfivepofition on thé Tagus, 1 4m induced to trou-

you more at length with an account of what has palled
upon this fubjedt. | . YRR %4
When | entered Spain, 1had 2 communieation with
General Cuefla, through Sir Rubert Willon and Colonel
Roche, refpetting the occupation ‘of the Puerio de Banos
and the Puerto de Perales, the former of which, it was at
1afl feidled, fhould be held by 2 Corps; 1o be formed under
the Marquis de la Reyaa, to confift of (wp battalions from
Genetal Cuefta’s army, aod two from Bejar; and thiat the
Puerto de Perales was 10 be taken care of by the Dugque del
Parque, by detachments from the garrifon of Cindad Rodrigo.
1 doubved of the capacity of the garnifon of Ciudad Ro-
drigo to make the detachment to the latter, but fo little of
the effeflual occupation of the former, that in ‘wnitng to

Marfhal Beresford on the 19th Jixly, I defired him to look

io the Puerto de Perales, but that 1 confidered Banos as fe-
cure, as appears by the extraét of my letter, which 1 enciofe,

Oa the goth, intelligence wis received at Talavera that
12.000 ratrons had been ordered at Fuente Duenos for the
28th, ‘and 24,000 at Los Santos for the fame day,. for a
Freuch corps which, it was believed, ‘was on its march t0-
wards the Puerte de Banos. .

General Cuefta exprellfed fome anxiety - refpefling this .
{:ﬂ, and fent me a meflage to propofe that Sir Robert

7illon fhould be fent there -with his corps, .

Sir Robert was on that day at Talavera, but his corps
was in the mountains-towards Efcalona, and, -as he had al-
ready made himfelf very ufeful in that quarter, and had
been near Madrid, with which city he had had a communi-
cation, which I was defirous of keeping up; I propofed that
@ Spanith corps thould be fent to Banos without lofs of ume,

I could not prevail with General Cuefla, although he
certainly admitted the necellity of a reinforcement, when he
propofed that Sir Robert fhould be fent to Banos; and he
was equally fenfible with my felf, of the benefit to be deri-
ved to the caufe, from fending Sir Robert back to Efcalona.

At this time we had no further 1ntelhgence ofthe enemy’s

advance, than that the rations were ordered ; anc I had hopes
that the enemy might be deterred from advancing, by the
intelligence of our fuceefs on the 28th, and that the troops
§n the Puerto might make fome defence ; and that, under
thefe circumflances, it was not defirable to divert Sir Ro-
bert Wilfon from Efcalona,

On the goth, however, I renewed my application to
General Cuefla, to fend thete a Spanith divifion of fuffici-
ent firength, in aletter to General O’Dortioghue, of which.
1 enclofe a copy, bur without effeft; and he did not detach
General Baffecourt till the morning of the 2d, after we had
heard that the enemy had entered Bejar, and it was obvious
that the troops in the Puerto would make no defeace.

On the 2d we received accounts that the enemy had en-
tered Placentia in two columns, : A

The Marquis de la Reyna, whofe two battalions confift-
ed of only 600 men, with only twenty rounds of ammuni-
tion each man, retired from the Puerto and from Placentia,
without firing a fhot, and went to the bridge of Almaraz,
which be declared that he intended to femove ; the Battah-
ons of Bejar difperfed without making any refiftance, .

The General calied upon me on that day, and pro fed
thar half of the army fhould march to the rear to oppole the

s of thie army which its arrival.at Placentia would occafi--

1

of the advance of a French

|

enemy, while the other half thould maintain the pofl |

at Talavera,

My anfwer was, that if by half the army, be meant half
of each army, I could only anfwer that 1 was ready either
to go or flay with the whole Briufh army, but chat I could
not feparate it,
would go or flay, and I preferred to go, from thinking that

the Britilh troops were moft likely to do the bufinefs effec-

tually, and without contefl ; and from being of opinion was
more imporiant to us than 10 the Spanith army, that to open
the communication through Placentia, although very impor-
tant 1o them. 'Weith this decifion, General Cuefla appear-
ed perfefily fatishied.

The wovements of the enemy in our front, Gace the 11,
had induced me to be of opinion, that, defpairing of forcing
us at Talavera, they intended to force a paffage by Eicalona,
and thus to open a commuBication with the French corps
coming from | acentia, y -

This fufpicion was confirmed on the night of the 2d, by
letters reéeived from Sir Robert Wilfon, of which I enclofe
covies ; and before I quitted Talavera on the gd, I waited

vpon General O’Donoghue, and converfed with him upon
the whole of our fitwation, and pointed out to him the polh-
biliry, that, in the cafe of the enemy coming throngh Ef-
calona, General Cuefla might find himfelf obliged to quit
Talavera, befote I fhould be able to return to him; and I
urged nm to colle&t all the carts that could be got, in order
to remove ofir bofpital. At his defire I put the purport

of this converfation in writing, and fent him a letter to be

Jard before General Cuella, of which I enclofe a copy.
The Britih army marched on the third, to Oropefa,
General Baffecourt’s Spanifh corps

that I might be nearet_it, ,

About five o'clock in the eveming, I heard that the
¥reach had anived from Placentia ugav'alqnal, whereby
they were beiween us and the brdge of Almaraz,

He then defired me to chufe whether I -

being at‘Ceuinello.‘
where 1 defired that it _might halt the next gay, in order

ﬁ

‘About an hour afieiwards, I received from General

O’Donoghue the letters and its enclofures, of which I en-
clole cupies, annouacing 1w me the inteation of General

! : ! :
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| Bdered. * The enemy fared to be. go.

“ amounted to 2 5,000. We

’7 any of them behind.

This unfortunately reached the General after he  had

{ on the lefi of the' arm

marched, and be arrived at Oropefa ﬁouly .ﬁ«'_"h’.ﬁgm‘" _

“on thé morning of the 4tb, = = -
The QMﬂioi,'what was 10 be done, was then to be con-

. go-ooo firong, but, -at

all events, confilting of the corps of Soult and Ney, either
\ united, or not very diflant from each ‘other, and,fuppq;net!;
by Marfbal Jourdan and Jofeph Bonaparte, to be {ufhci-

cotly firong to artack the Bt

firong, weré on ose fide, in poffeffion of the high road 10

the palfage of the Tagus at- lmaraz, the bridgé at which:

place we koew had been removed, although the boats fall
necefarily temained in the river. = =

On the other fide, we had reafon to expefl the advance
of Viflor's corps to Talavera, as foon as General Cuefta’s
march thould be made koown, and, after leaving 12,000
men to watch Vanegas, and allowing from 10 to 11,000
killed and wounded 1n the late ation, this corps would have
could extricate ourfelves from

this difficult ficuation only by great celerity of movement,
‘to which the troops were unequal, as they had not had their

allowsnce of provifions for feveral days, and by fuccefs in
wo batiles.  If unfuccefl<ful in either, we thould have been
without a retreat. and, if Soult and Ney, avaiding an afii-
on, had retired before us, and had waited the arrival of Vic-
tor, we fhould have been expofed to a general attion with

50.000 men, equally without & retreat. | |
We had reafon to expef, that, as the Marquis de la

v . 3i, M
. Reyna could not remove the boais from the river Almaraz,

Soult woilld have deflroyed them, ,

Our only retreat was, therefore, by, the bridge of Arzo-
bifpo, and if we had moved on, the enemy, by breaking
that brigde, while the army fhould be engaged with Soult
and Ney, would have deprived us of thar only refource,

We could not take a pofition at Oropefa, as we thereby
left open the road to-the bridge of Arzobifpo from Talave-
ra by Calera; and, afier confidering the whole fubjeét ma-
turely, 1.was of opinion, that it was advifable to retire to
the bridge of Arzobifpo, and to take up a defenfive pofini-
on upon the Tagus, _

I was induced to addpt this_laft opinion, becaufe the
French have now at leaft 50.000 men difpofeable 3o op-
pofe to the combined armies, and a corps of 12.000 mwen 1o

watch Vanegas; and I.was likewife of epinion, that the

fooner the defenfive line fhould be taken up, the more like-
ly were the troops to be able to defend it.

Accordingly, I marched on the 4th, and croffed the Ta-
gus by the bridge of Arzobifpo, and have continued my

reute to this

the paffage of Almaraz and the lower - parts of the Tagus.
General Cuefla‘croffed the river on the night of the 5,

and i¢ il at the bridge of Arzobifpo. 4
About 2000 of the wounded have been brought away

from Talavera ; the remaining 1500 are there; and T doubt

whether. under any circumflances, it would have been pof-

4

fible, or confiftent with humanity, to attempt to Fremove any

moré of them, 5
From the treatment which fome of the foldiers, wounded

on the 27th, and who fell into the hands of the enemy. €x-
perienced from them, and from the manner in which I have
already treated the wounded who have fallen into my hands,
I expeét that thele men will be well treated ; and 1 have on-
ly to lament, that a new concurrence of events, over which,
from circamfances, 1 had and could have no control, thould

have placed the army in a Gruation to be obliged to leave

I have the honor to be, &c. _

ArTyUR WELLESLEY,
St ) b

DOWNING-STREET, SEPTEMBER 7.

Difpatches, of which the fuﬂowin{g are copies and ex-
trafls; were this day received at the olhice of Vifcount Cal-
tlereagh, one of His Majefly’s Principal Secretaries of State,
from Lieut. General Vifcount Wellington, K. B.

Truxillo, Augufl 20, 1809.

M ¢ Lo & p—I wrote fome days ago a leuer tothe French
Commander in Chief, which I feot 10 him by Lieut. Col.
Waliers, 1o requefl his care and attention to the wounded
officers and foldiers of the Banth army, who had fallen 10-
to his hands, in setuén for the care and attention which 1
had paid to the French officers and foldiers, who had failen
into my hands at diffcrent rim=s ; and that he would allow
money 1o be fent to the officers 3 and that officers, who
thould not be deemed prifoners of war, might be fent to
{uperintend and take care of the foldiers, till they fhould
recover from their wounds, when the officers fhould be fent
to join the Britith army. |

I received a very civil anfiwer from Marfhal Morner,
promifing that every care (hould be taken, and every atien-

‘ (Signed)

tion paid to the Britifh officers and feldiers who were wound-

ed ; ‘but flating, that he coald nct anfwer upon the other
demands contained in my letter, having been obliged (o re-
fer thes to the Commander in Chief,
Since the receipt of this letter, Mr. Dillon the Afliftant
Commiffary has artived from Talavera, having been taken
prifoner near Cevolia on the 29th of July, previous to the
aftion, and having bgen allowed to come away.
“He reports, that the Britifh officers and foldiers who are
wounded, are doing remarkably well ; and are well fed and
taken care of ; indeed he fays preferably to the French troaps.
- 1 propofe tv fend Colonel Walters with anoiher flag of
truce, to-mofrow morning,

in Chief of the French atmy, requelling that & fum of mo-

place, in which T am well fituated to defend

and a letter 1o the Commander

(s army, flated to be 25.000

cave (. hall endenvoue to elbiith & Cantel of Fxchange v fuy

to be, &c.

as pofible, T have the b nor
« ;.g,»Sugqed . AnrHua Weiresiey,
rd ¥ L hy 86;"8(:.385. ,

| Trusillo, Auguft 81, 180q,

My Lo t—Wien 1 marched_from
gd infl, with a view to oppofe the Freach corps which we

ad heard had paffed shrough the Puertc de Bano, and kg

 Placentia, Sir Robert Wilfon was detached
my towards Efcalona; aod before |
marched on that morning, I put him in communication wig
thgsSpanifh General Cuella, who, it had fettled, was 1o .
- main at Talavera. I underflood that General Cuefla
Sir Robert in communication with his advanced NP::
~which etired from Talavera om the night of ihe 4ih,

Sir obcﬂ Wilfon, however, did not arrive at Valyd,
“till ike night of the 4th, having made 2 long march through
,thf;mou‘maim; and as he was then fix leagues from the
bridge of Arzobifpo, and had 10 crofs the high road from
Oropofa to Talavera, of which the coemy’ was in poﬂeﬂ,m'
he conceived that be was. too late to retire to Arzobifp,
aud he determined to move by Venta St, Julien and Cey.
tinello towards the Tietdr, and acrofs thar river towards the
- mountains which {eparate Caftil from Eftremadura,

" Some of Sir Robert Wilfun’s difpaiches having miffed
me, I am pot aware by which of the pafles he went through
the mountains; bat I believe by Tocnavacas. | He arrived
however, at Banos on ‘the .1 1ih, and on'the -1 2th was u.’.

| tacked and defeated by the Freach corps of Marfhal Ney,

which; with that of S(;uit, returned to Placentia on the gth
ioth; and 1ith, that of Ney having fince gone on (o:
wards Salamanca, ot .

I enclofe Sir Robert Wilfon’s:account of the aflinn,—
He has been very alive, intelligent, and ufeful in the com.
mand of the Portuguefe and Spanilh corps with which he
was detached from this army. /

Befoce thé baiile of the 28th of July, he-had pulhed his
parties almofl to the gates of Madrid, with which city he
‘was in communication ; and he would have been in Madrid,

if 1 had not tkougbt it proper to call him in, in expeflation

of that general aétion which took place on the 28th of July,
He afterwards alarmed the enemy on the right of his army ;
and throughout ihe fervice, thewed himfelf to be an allive
and intelligent partizan, well acquainted with the country
in which he was afling, and poflefling the conlidence of
the troops which he commanded.

Being-perfuaded that his retreat was not open by Arzo-
bifpo, he afted right in taking the road he did, with which
he was well acquainted ; and although unfuccefsful in the
a&tion which he fought (which may weil be accounted for
by the fuperior numbers and defcription”of the enemy’s
troops } the aftion; in my opinion, does him great credit,

7 T have the henor to be, &c.
(Signed)

ArRTHUR WELLESLEY,

v

O
Miranda de Cafienar, Augufl 13, 1809
S1r—1I have the bonor tv acquaint you, that 1 wason
march’yeflerday morning on the road of Grenadelia from
Aldea Neuva, to reflore my communication with the Allied

Army, when a peafant aflured us, that a confiderable quan- .

tity of dufl which. we perceived in the road of Placent,
proceeded from the march of a body of the enemy,

with my piquets in advance of Aldea Neuva, feletling fuch
points for defence as the exigency of the ume permitted.
The énemy's cavalry advanced on the high road; and
drove back my fmall cavalry pofts; but a piquet of Spanith
infantry, which I had concealed, poured in on the cavalry
a fleady and well direfled fire, that killed and wounded

- many of them.

The 200 Spanifh infanuy in advance of Aldea Neuvi,
continued, under the dire@ion of Col, Grant and their Of-
ficets, to maintain their ground moft gallamtly, until the
enemy’s cavalry and chaffeurs a-cheval, in confiderable bo-
dies, appeared on boih {lanks, when they were obliged
L0 retreat, |

The enemy’s chalTeurs a-cheval and cavalry advanced ia
great numbers in every direétion, and puihed to cut off the
Legion pofied between Aldea Neuva and Banos; but by
the fleady conduét of officers and men, the enemy courd
ooly advance gradually; aud with a very fevere lofs from
the commanding fire thrown un them,

The Merida tattalion, however, having given way o8
the right, a road was laid open, which cut bebind our poli-
tion, and I was obliged 1o order a retreat on the heighis
above Banos, whea I 'was again necelfiiated to detach 8
corps, in oider to fcour the rvad of Monte Major, by which
I faw the enemy direciing a column, and which road ruroe
ed altbgéther the Puerto de Banos, a league in our reafs

At this time, Don Carios Marquis de Eflragne came Up

“with his ibaualioa of hight faniry, and; in the moll gallant

manner, took polt along the beights commanding the coad
of Banos, which enabled me to fend fome ofthe Menda bat-
talion on the mountain on our left commanding the ma®
road, and which the enemy had tried (o afcend, '

 The batalion of light infantry, the detrachment of the e
gion on his nght contnved, . nutwithflanding the coemy’s

* fire of anullery and mulketry, to maintain thesr ground 3 but

at fix o’clock in the evemog, three cvlumus of she enemy
“mounted the height on our left, gained i1, and poured fuch
a fire an the troops below that longer defence was imyu{i"
cable, and the whole was obliged 10 retire on the mount e

fiderable column of cavalry immediately poured.
The battalion of Seville ‘had been lefe at. Bejar with or-
ders to follow me vext day, but when 1 was obliged o re-

nos, to watch the Monie Major soad aod Leight in ihe
rear of our left, | , Ly T Floe

When the enemy’s cavalry came near, an off
os called out to the Commanding Officer 1

fome dragoon

‘the batralion proceeded 10 mount the heights, in W e
movement it was attacked and furrounded by % eo'mlm.‘

t

nq which I (hall ferd may be given 1o the Officers, adl cavalry md a columa of infaniry, bue it cut Ms way &

alavera op the -

I immediately returned.and took poft in front of Banos,

oa our l¢fl, leaving open the main road, along whicha cot

turn, and the 2€tion commenced, I ordered it 10 P-iesto Ba-
m ol

furrender, but a volley killed him and his party, and lhh‘:
W

l“fso
o 'ﬁﬂ
¢ )t':‘.l“

fage.
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