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JFZ{ITI s SPEECH.

1. W I' b N‘ncwor to Thew thas the operation of
the “mbare  mealore,  upan the profperity of the
eomiizry ha¥ been fuch as now callsmo#t imperiouf
Iv nponadiig bodv to pafs the relolution betore ue.
The tmpartance ‘of this {ubjetl 4 admitted o all
fides, ‘vl e anxiety known to ekifl throughout
every fefrion, and alma! in everv individuil of the
commuanity, in reltion 1o the decifion now to be
hadwponit, is the follell evidence of 1he deép and
untfual ﬁrmvc of intereft univerfally felt through-
dut the country, and attachés to the vote weé areto
give, the h!ghrﬂ rée'ponlibility, <Such a refponhi-
bility T2 not willing to” meet_without afligning
fome of the reafens that influence my opinion.—
And this 1 fhall do the more cheerfully, as 1 know
‘they will be in centormity  with the {engiilienis of
a vaft portion of thole | have the honor 1 fent.
The emoargo when laid was admutted 10 B mere
experiment,. but one which we weie almonithed
not to refift; as it wasto do great thmwdonhe Umi-
ted States: It wasin 2 few months to'reduce the
WeR-dndies to a flate of flarvation, and to bring

. ﬁ're two grcat be:hgﬂn nt powers of L,hn\'\P to Ooul
feer. “Inthe prophetic langaage of the Prefident,
*“ je wasto keep in {afety orr merchandize, our vel. |
i fels and our feameh, thefe effential refources” :'and |
by the numérous advo.
&afex of the mealore that it would fpeedily bring
the French and DBritith governments to a [énfe of
Juﬁxce.-—Bnt has 1t, or 1s it likely to accomplifh
any of thele defirable objetts ? I grant you, it has
Kept our merchandize 1in safety, b hy chat \was
intended to Jock .up in ovr barns aund our flore-
boufes, all the produce of our own country 1o rot
npon our hands. And as to ‘our difmantled ark.
roofed vellels, thev are indeed decaving in mjetv
& our wharves, prefenting daily to the merchaht
a thelancholy momento of his prefent or appreach-
ing ruin, and forming a {antable monament to the
memory of our departed commeree. Buit where |
are out féamen ? Gone fir—driven into foréign ex-
ile in fearch »f fabliflénce. The very meslare |
that was to preferve thém to their country has ba-
nithéd thesn from 1t, and many of them forever.—
Eveén the vigilance and ferror8 of our gun-boat navy
have not been fuffitient to confine and flarve them
in our ports. But, fir, the moft mortitying Ail. |
appointment we have 1o fuftain, is the total indif-
ference with which this boafted mieafure of our ad. {
miniftration has been tréated by both the bc!hgv
sents. Inflead of coercing thém to do us juflice,
we now know officially that it is néither felt, or
thought of i Fran¢e; and the Britith, fo far from
-offermg nus terms on the fubjelt, will not even afk
us to take it off. Here I will beg Jeave to read a
fhort paffage from Mr. Canning’s letter to Mr.
Pmckney, of the 23d September laft, fhewing molt
- &iftinétly the fenfe and dcte‘rmmauon of the Brrtith
government on this fubjeft.—‘“ His Majefly (fays
Mr.Canning) fees nothing in the ¢mbargo laid on
by the Prelident of the umtcd-Qtatca of America,
which varies the original and fimple flate of the
queftion.  If confidered 2s a meafure of impartial
hoftility againft both the belligerents, the embargo
appears to his majefty to bave been manifeltedly
unjuil, as according to every principle of)uﬂuce
that redrels ought to have been firlk fought from
the party originating the wrong : and his majefty
cannot conlent to buy off that hofliliy which Ame-

ef 2 conceflion made not to America but to France.

#¢ 1f as it has been more generally repreflented by
the gover nment of the United States, the _embargo
1¢ only to be confidered as an innocent muriicipal re:
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higerents; and elpecially Lrwland to juft and rea- |

them, and continue it againit France, provided they

ons and ruinous effefls of the embargo
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Britith minifler even
adinite, what is lmfarqo #'- ly too true, that 1/ 25 4
reg u/a/znn whivh nﬂa nene but the United
Ytam themselves ; and tells s that his majeﬂv net-
ther. does por_means 40 eomplainof it,  And al.
though the gentleman from Kentucky, informs us,
lie has not met with, yet I have {een a recent report
made by a French mxm'cﬂ(ube emperor, in which
the embargo 1s approved of and tpplauded as what
it really 1s, 2 m-algxre Tmrablb to them, and an a&
of great (elf denial o, our part. Under al thele
circnmflances, and every gentleman knows the faét
[Rate to be cordeft, why in the name of Heaven
continue it 7 What heneficial end can it produce?
¢ country 18 at this manem b!eedm«r from eve.
ry pore under it, without ilie remm'eﬁ rofpeét or
prabability of uhxmat(‘lv dcrivmg the leafl pomblc
advantage or {ecurity from the mealure. And itis
not among the leaft difcouraging of the circumftan.
cae belonging to the prefept flate of things, that we
a:e abie to.make nu calculation as to the probable
time when we may fee the end of theevil; for up-
on the fame principle that the embargo is conti-
nned fow, 1t mav he wontinued for twenty years or
tor forty years, ovat leafl during the war between
the two great contending poweryof Enrope ; which
I prefothe, no gentleman here expects will be at an
end in the life of the prefent empetor of France, and
as long a8 an Engliih oan exifts with thie means and
courdge to defefid the indepéndénce of his éduntry.

I am willing to Lelieve, and do believe what the
honordble gentleman ﬂom Kétucky Kas juft now
in {ubftance declav‘d that the gentlemén who fup-
ported the embargo'laws at thc?aﬂ {effion upon.this

ndxcxﬂe “bc tauntmgly

of great awd bendofic1al refults upon ourforeign re-
lations ; thatthey would bring the two great bel.

fr.ma‘)letrrms and that there would be no occafi-
on for continuing them longer, than until they could
beé known on the other fide of the Atlantic. But |
in all this they now fee ‘afid know their miftake;
they now know from the moflt suthentic fources,
that thefe laws have: prodnced mo altération either
in the conduét of Frunce or Erigland in rélatfon to
us ; that in faét they are dpplauded by one and treat.
ed wuh contempt and derifion by the other, whilft
we are onrfélves the fuffering and bléeding vidtitns
of therack opon which wé vainly expetted to tor-
ture t ‘)efﬂ
It is the fate of humanity to érr ; the wifeft and
belt of men are liable toit. And all we feek of
thele dionorable geptlemen, now, is to come out
openly, and acknowledge in the face of the pation,
the egregious miflaké into which they fel; and
aunite with us in redrefling the injuries and hcaang
the wounds they have {b unneceflarily infliéted up-
on their devoted count I make this - al to
them with the more conﬁdcncc becaufé I know
every gentleman here has too much: charaéler and
patrioti{m to be inflnenced by the pride of opinion;
to wifh to perfift in political erfor. T willt fubmit
to you, Mr. Preflident, whether wé haveé not before
us fafficiént evidence to fhew that thé adminiftra:
tion themfelves are riow convinced of the impoli-
cy of this mealure, and would willingly get rid of
t, if they could do fo, confiffently th the cha-
ra&cr of itallibility rﬁcy wifh to preferve in the
public opinion. 1 deduce this. conclofion from
the offer they fay they have recently madé€ to the
Byitifh government, to take off the embargo, as to

fhould relcind _their orders in council. An offer
which, if made unincambered with other térms, 18
a complete acknowledgment of a convillion of er-
ror on the. part of-the adminiftration ; becaulé, after
they had {objeéted the country-to all the deprivati-
for more

gulation which afells none but the Utited Stﬂn
themselves, and with which no foreign Staté’ has
any concern ; viewed in this light, his majtﬂv does
not conceive that he has tlie right or the pretenti-
on to make any complaint of it ; and he has made
none. But in this light there appcars not only no
reciprocity, but no aflignable relation between the
repeal by the United States of a measure of volun-
tary self-refiriflion, and the losrender of his ma-
jefly of his right of retaliation againil his enemies.”
Here the embargo, as a mealure of coercion or

retaliation on our part is officially treated by the

than fix‘months,; it watéotumg tothe précife g
we were re uéﬂ’cd’ to takeé in" rélation to'.
by the Britith
go was laid, in the famous note of Eords Holland
I;l Aucﬂaﬁd to Meflrs. Moriro¢ and’ Pincknéy, |
o
gcml:?:xen All they then a!'ked of us, was that | ¢
we fhould “ notacquielce in the pa
ons of our rights, direfted by the Ber

comempiated more, than if France did ;
enforce that dccwe, we would mdaa lﬂ xm-

and
rafice,

govérnmeént a yedr béfore the embiar-

thé Britifh tréaty forméd by thefe

ahying

rohlc v:qhn- {
: decree, if |
mpted tobe enforced ;" bug {urely they havcpo: .
10

f’unr fuppofed they wonld be [peedily produétive ‘

~tnduded i this effimate athounting

- indian-meal, flax{eed,
_admit of bcing kept on hand for a market.
if the embargo bénow continued,

blockaded our own ports, and Emg opr cmzem
they are flill Opchz rc'ﬁﬁcd by Lo
cndangcr the domcﬂlc trangn _ny-.pf‘
30: fir, it n to be obfencd,it )at t

conrfc with her, and continue,our commerce mth
Great-Britain: which would be the effe& of the
hipolation recently propofed. - This pofnon
from the Britith government, however, in Deccm.
ber, 1806, was fpurned  with difdain: and now
uhen the country is helf ruined with the experis
mcmof a pe
never before pfaflifed npon an ople, we con-
defcend to beg thofe vbf\? tem’;:,P:hfy refufled to
grant them. Sir, the troth is, the adminiftration
muft now be convinced that the embargo is injur-
ing none but ourfelves, gnd us it muft eventually
rufh if ‘perfilfied in: I rejgret too, this propefition
as made, becauft it has farnifhed to Mr. Canding

an opportunity of offeringa moft fareaflic infult to

the government ‘of this eguntry. He tells Mr,
Pinekney, in reply to it, * that his majelty would
not hefitate to contribute in anty manner in his pow-
er to reftore to the commerce of the United States
its wonted aElivity ;
any facrifice for the repeal of the embargo, withs
out appearing to deprecate it as 2 mealure of hofti-
lity, he wonld gladly have facilitated its removal ag
a meafire of inconvenient refirillion upon the
American /)eo/rle. I have no faith, Mr. Prefi.
dent, in thie fecurity of this proféflion ; but- 1 feel
molt fenfibly the feverity of the farcafm, as applied.
to a mcafurc of our own admxmﬂraﬂon that we
werc corfidently told was to bring England to our
own terms, |

I will now, Sir, with the indulgence of the. fé.
nate, endeavor to examine, as concifely and as cor.
reftly as I am capable of the operation of the em-
bargo upon the commerce and general profperity of
the United States, - Acc¢ording fo the laft report of
the fecrevary of thetreafary, it willbeé found that the
goods, wares and mérchandize of foreign growth
and manufaéture,; exported fromthe United.Sratés
in-the year prior to the firft day of Oétober, 1807,
amounted in dollar€ to 59,643 558 All the reve.
nue, all the nationdl and commeréial wéalth that

would have arifen from this very extenfive trade,
18 completely deflroyed by the embargo ; it is a

total lofs to the country that can never be recover-
ed. Inthe fame report, it appears,that the goods,

wares and merchandize, of domeftic growth and
manufaéture, the aGtuval pmduce of our own coun-
try, exported from the United States in the fame
year amounted in dollars to 48,609.562. . The
whole commercial profits_and national wealthi thaé
would have drifen [rom the exportation and procéeds
of thit immeénfély valuable producé,; 18 for che pte-
fent loft to the coumr), and a large portion of theé
merchandize, ' thé produce iffélf muft be lorcvcr
loft it the embargo be long contiided. AN, or near-
ly atl the prodaét of the fifheries, xmduﬁ’t‘iﬁ'i"m
dollars to 2 804 000, % likely the agncultural pro-

duce of thé counitry, a few drticles, fucl ad tobacte,

cotton, rice; 8¢. &c. excepted, whnc!‘\ I have pot
in dollars to

18,621,000, making in the whole twenty.one mil-

tion four' hundréd andtwenty.five tﬁoofwd doll; 0
that moft be forever loft /1o the fithermen, the fa

mer, andlhc merchant, becaufe 'they are- tmcles
of a- perifliablé kind, fnch as fith, whear, flour,
pork beet, &¢, that wu"‘ﬁot
So c}m

the couptry

fact’ may be fand already to have fuftdinéd 3 clet
lofs, in her nativé produéé only, of mere th:

-twetity-oné million of doliars by the meafure ; be2
- fides the duties that weuld hdve arifen from'
million and half ot tonnage riow :tn@’ it oiir docks
 —and the immenfe expente of lirgde” detad hinerits
of mila, r

enforce the laws,
that although to enforre thieir éxecition we

ar a

gular troops and afiet of guiti-boats to
Aod o' obho¥Xious dre thofe
hv,s
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rgemal embargo, {uch as- 1 believe was

and if it were poflible to make .
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