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PHILADELPHIA, Dgcsﬁszn 26.
MR. MASTERS's SPEECH.

Io the Houfe of Reprefentatives on the goth vit. on the
{ubjeét of our Foreign Relations, :

Mr. Masters faid he lamented the prefent fituation of
sfairs, which he feared would terminate to ous dlfglface s he
withed that one fober view fhould be taken of this great
gueftion, before they blindly rufhed decper in a fcene of
confulion and diftrefs. :

In the precarious fituation in which this country ﬂgnds
(faid he) it is the duty of every man to avow his pnncnplgs
and fentimetits, with firmoefs and mtegrity.  It1s public
delufion to bow to the chimerical projetis and phanioms of

any man: No man can be deemed indcpcnr}rm, uniefs he
is guided by the reafon and expcd@n‘cc of(hm;_;.r.. abﬂraﬂed
from all party and perfonal prejudices. I trult thele refo-
lutions will be determined by their merits, and not by exe-
cutive or party influence. . '

Great pains have been taken both in converfation and in
priat, to work upon the feelings of the people to perfuade
them, it mufl be embargo or war; at the fame ume you in-
gend non-intercourfe and then war,

_ This report is calculated to manage, cultivate and fet in
alion, the warmih of public imagrnation ; in order that a
non-intercourfe and the embargo may be well received.

The report flates, at the time the embargo was laid, the
Britifh orders in council were known and underflood 1n
this country, though not officially communicated,  The faét
a3 the Briuth orders in council wer® not evenn mentioned in
the debate on that quefllion ; anc the embargn was laid as a
coercive meafure without any reference to thofe orders y
and when the adminifiration found they had miflaken ts
operation, they went to the Baufh government {upplita-
tng and begging, that thofe orders might be refcinded,—
Sir, this nation feels humbled with the unhappy iffue of
their meafures; and by deviaung from an energetic and
prattical courfe, are whirled abou, the fporc of every gull,
and eafily driven into any port,

Mr. Maflers faid, it had been in the power of this nati-
on, more than once to have adjufted their diffirences with
Great-Brtain, When Mr, Fox came into the Britith ad-
miniftraton, he offered our miniller 1o renew the exvired
treaty ; and at the fame tuime remarked it thould not prevent
him from proceeding in the negeotiation, and endeavouring
to make fach a treaty as would be moft (ausfattory v both
countries. In the mean time the renewal of the old treaty
would prevent all collifion between the two nauons. Mr.
Munrtoe’s inflruttions would not admit of it.

. Although Jay’s treaty was excepuonable in many points,
and not popular in this country, yet this nation profpered
under that treaty more than they have fince without i,

Mr. M. faid the late treaty concluded with the Brifh
government, by Meflrs. Munroe and Pinckney, was in his
opiston more advantages thag the former.  This laf treaty
was rejetted principally on account of proteflation figned
by the Brinth commiffioners. It was worthy of confidera-
tion that the proteftation was no part of the treaty and our
government had {ince offered to continue the embargo as to
France, provided the Briuth government would refcind
théir orders, which was fubllanually complying with the
proteftation, yet this treaty is rejeéted. It never has been
1n our power (faid he) honorably to adjuft our exifiing dif-
ferences with France, whofe emperor has always (howed the
greatefl contempt for the neutrality of every nation, and
whofe determination 1s to compel us to take part in the war,
either as friends or allies.  If the nation does not know this,
I know it, and you know it Mr. Chairman, Thedemands
are politive, and becaufe we have not promptly obeyed,
France has {wept by fequeftration and confifcauon, all the
American property from ltaly to Antwerp, amounting to
more than one hundred millions of livees; fthe has burnt and
{unk many of our veflels without even the form of a trial,
~ Why do you continue the embargo, and add toit a non-
intercourfe ? Are you waiting for an an{wer from Bona-
parte, that he has taken off his decrees, that you may go to

war according to his demand ? Or do you with to continue
this preffure in order to gain time to offer 10 the great em-
peror in more explicit terms, that you will take fides with
him ?—Your mealures are leading to that point, and it will
be the refult. | '

Rufha, Pruflia, Holland, Spiin, Portugal, Naples, in
thort all the fubjugated world, paffed embargo laws under
the influence of France, under the fame pretence, and word-
ed nearly in the fame manner as ours—therefore your em-
bargo laws had a tendency to prevent the Britifh govern-
ment from refcinding their Orders of Council, and were

more injunous than beneficial. »
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have trampled on and di;’gra.ced ourfelves. Af thefe mea-
fures were 1ntended 1o coerce them, they wol
onary and philofophical, and not founded on gxperience.—
Your extreme and theoretical meafures may h brought for-
ward, ad infinitum, 1n order to extinguiff: ﬂjl pririciples of
attion, which arife from experience and probability.

ir. M. faid, the embargo originated from no plan of
found policy whatfoever, and was in contradiftion to all the

L4

be calls his eye back on otir once flourilhing commerce and
agriculture, grown'to perfeétion, through feries of fortunate
€vents, and train of fuccefsful mmduftry and caierprize, un-

choly v-fl-Clioms.
tended 10 deflroy our couniry.

In looking tound (faid be) you will difcover {ymptoms
of radical decay, and proof of confuming Hiength, Never
did a people {ufter fo much from fallacious meafure and
empty words, This non-intercour(e and embargo, mufl be

tween the flates ; which, however, much to be lamented,

the Embargo. ' |
ning of diftrefls, and 1 never kuew avy thing which gave |
me more hearufelt regret than thefe mea(nre:.-—f-Thxs_ nation
bas experienced great advantages reflulting from the different

given up, They fland on no {ohd principle ; it is a reflec-

| tion on your wildom to perfift in them; you cannot fhew °
either of them 1o be the means of obtaining fome ufeful end :

there can be no dignity in perfevering on your ill-chofen
grourd ; you are not punifhing the belligerents ; the opera- |
tion againll them is childifh and fiuitefs; you are punith-
ing ourfelves,  The projett of abllinence ard Rarving men |
tnto a {enle of duty might apply to a Conventor Monafery, |
but the operalion as againﬁ the be“igcrcms, 1s extremely |
abfurd and ndiculous, y

We  have got into «his difficulty ; the great queflion is,
how are we to,gst out. One obflacle in he way, 1s, that
you prondly boalled when you laid the enodrgo, and you
now {cora incanly to {neak out of difficulties, and are prel-
{ing the nation into non-intercourfe and war, I-think it
bell to have the generous courage, when you find and feel
an error, honorably and fairly to renounce it. |

If your non-intercourfe and Embargo are intended to
habituate the ciuzens to the manufatturing and wearing of
homef{pun ; that is alfo vifionary, Iullead of homelpus,
the genius of the people i1s Commerce, Commerce, Moncy,
Monzy :"and we ought to fpurn from us the hand of uncon-
flitutional power, that would wrefl from us thole privileges.

Let the Houfe be cautious to guard againft the progrefs of |

fubtle emcroachments on commerce, and confider that it may
be undermined, as well as openly attacked.—If you attempt
to deltroy or deprefs commerce, you excite a jealoufy be-
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confider the calamities which will* follow ;- inéonveniencics,
milchief and diflrefs, are great'and ceriain, . The bellige-
rent_powers have trampled upon the law of ngtigns, and we |

ould prove vifi-

principles of commerce. Your finances (faid he) mufl lesn .
upon - commerce, or your whole {yflem will tumblé upon |
your head. You are throwing open the doors o fmugghng. |
Whenever the laws of trade prels hard upon the people, |
your {hores and frontiers are full of contraband.—When |

parelicled in the anrals of the world, and contrafled them |
with your non-intercourfe and embarge, it gave hifn melans |
He could sot embrace # {y fi¢n which |

—— -

No. 56.

LLeNT MAsesty, at the Sign of the Bisre and Crown,

I will not fay where it will end : I will be filent on that
head, a‘nd go ho further ;—but look to the confcqucnces’.é;-
| No rational man will deny 'that this flate of things cannot
{ be attended wich either duration or tranquillity, ,

Sl o |

FROM THE NEW-YORK EVENING POST,

. - MR. MACON'S RESOLUTIONS. |
. The Eaflern' people will read, with aftonifhment and dif.
may, the violent resolutions now introduced by ane of the
| fouthern adminiftration men, cutting of all intercourfe with
1 the celt of the world, The firlt refolution is included in
the fecond, and therefore totally nugatory, inalmuch as
** any fhip or veflel” muft neceffanly include * armed
(hips and veffels ;” and the fecond resolution ought obvi-
ouﬂx to have been divided into two dillin& refolutions ; one
relating to thips or veflels, the other to the iilipdrta(ion”f
goods.  This criticifm however is of no further value than
as 1t ferves to thew what a fet of bungles are operating Qn
the body politick, If our heads are to be fevered, we
wauld at leaft choofe it fhould be done by a keen inflcument
and at 2 blow, and not by a blunderingf executioner, who
ba;!c,s! and hacksx with his batteted edge, that tortures while

it Kills, o

And who is this Mr. Macon, the honourable mover ? A
man who lives on the frontiers of North Carolina ; who can
fcpd out his negroes to provide for him his venifon and his
wild tarkey ; who raifes his own hommin , and grows his
| own cotion by the {weat of his hundred flaves, and who I

{uppofe feels juft about as much {fympathy for the millions
of people in the ealtern flates, at whom' he levels his death
doing blow, as the Bafhaw of Tripoli and not a whit more,
In future then, no keel is o enter our harbours from any
part of the world ; no goods, wares or merchandife to be
imported, and the Embargo laws are to be fs amended, a$
to cut of all communication by land, and if we may judge
from the language of the minifterial papers, fo as to ftop
coaiters and packets from {ailing from ftate to flate, With
this view the flanding army of 100,000 men is 1o be imme-
diately called out by thé Prefident, and flationed along our
nosthern frontier, and fome further millions laid out in gun4
boats, to cruife off our ports: and harbours, Not a falling;
party can-enter a pleafure boat, nor a poor man fet in a
canoe for a load of clams, without firft calling at a Caflom
Houfe, telling a good flory, and being very polite and
f‘abfcquious to the great man who prefides there and obtain-
Ing a regular and formal licence, paying therefor fuch fees
as the great man mdy pleafe to order, Already, we under.
fland, a new circular has been iffued to the Cuflom Houfe
~officer at Providence, forbidding the ¢itizens under the pen-
alty of feizure and forfeiture, to put their property on board
a veflel by way of ftoring 1t there, without firft obtaining
a cicarance of the Cuflom Houlfe officer, for another port,
who again is ftrittly enjoined not to grant ity if he has any
suspicions thar afier being landed at fuch port fome perfon

will end 1n a feparauon. |
Among the united interefls of the commercial and agri-
culwral parts of the Union, nothing can be more detrimen-
tal than their jealoufies of each other, and nothing can be fo
advantageous to this country, as theic umted efforts for their
mutual benefit,  You have alceady excited jealoufies, and
fhaken the- confidence of the people ; mutual affection and
confidence between the feveral flates 15 the glory and fafe-
ty ofall. You have turned the courfe of trade nto other
channels, which cannot be recovered back for vears to come,
and ‘pollerity wiil curse the nonsintercourfe if it is adopred,
and poflerity will curse the Embargo, which will be remem-
bered as a great inflance to infiruét the world, to avoid un-
pardonable ergor. Sir, you know they cannot be carried
into effeft without a large military force, fubjeti to milna-
ry tribunals. I have always underflood, that military force
was not to be applied to enforce obedience to a law, but
when called for by a civil magifirate ; and if they are not
under the civil authority, 1t 18 not government, it 1s war,
civil war, and we have no prolettion aganlt tyranny,—
While we follow the found of hbetry, let us take care we
do not lofe the fubflance, ~
Mr. M. faid he had taken great pains, and paid aucmim
with deliberation 1o the iaterefling and important fituation .
of the country, and did believe it indifpenfably nccc(ﬁry
to negative the refolution for a non-intercoule, and raife

If you do not (faid be) it is but the begin-

»

are the telt of the people’s feelings and opinions, it is wil-
lingly bérne; and the fame fet of men are again felefled
to guide the National bark.

&
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branches of trade; and the fources of public wealth and in-
dividua! happinefls are increafing and extending. Rejett

Great Britain has given you her anfwer.—Sir our affairs
bave proceeded daily from bad to worfe, until we have been
brought flep by. flep to this flate of things. By not refifi-
ing. the firft belligerent decree, we have invited retaliation
and courted calamity,

Y ou ought to defift from a courfe of meafures, which will
decide the fate of this country. Sir, before you pafls a
Gon-intercourfe, I beg the Houfe fincerely and gravely, to

L

this refolution of nom-intercoutfe ; raife the Embargo 1n

whole or in part; you will then invigorate her exertions,

and reanimate her hopes. If you do not, you will fink
down the nation into defpair, and an abicnce of hope for

conflitutional relicf, and their refentment may get the alcen-

dency of their moderation, and your laws will be evaded .
by force. Sir, a want of remedy is, in cffefl, the fame |
thing as a want.of Aight. . /|

there may refhip it for a further deftination, and if he has
no {uiptcions himfelf, he is alfo enjoined not to grant it, on
account of the Prefident’s suspicions of the fame nefarious
defign, although Mr. Prefident is five hundred miles off
~and does not 'know that there is fuch a veflel in exiflence.

And while this flate of things 1s going on through the land,

| the language ac Wathington is, ¢ I am Sir Gregory asd
- when I ope my mouth let no dog bark.”
- we are told by a member in the hall of Congrefs that we
 are “ 3 few wicked and abandoned men,” * that the love
- of gain has {uperfeded every orher motive,” and in thort,

If we complain

we are ferved up a fecond time with Mr. Jefferfon’s own

terms, and .denounced as ¢‘ the moft profligate part of the

communiiy."

I fhall not afk if this will be borne ? So far as ele@ions

W o s

Let it then goon, I am bue
one of the crew, and fhall probably fink or {fwim with the |

 refl, I think, for myfelf, the fhip is in great perif; that

the is falt driving upon hideous rocks, and that I already

hear the frightful roar of their breakers ahead.—The pilot
‘however, fhil fings out ® By ‘the mark Five, all’s well,”

While ‘the miferable crew. ° |

Whose judgment and whose ¢yes these jugglers 4

" have bound up, y

St fill :

In flony features fix’d and motionless,

Soon, however, the fatal mohent 1s coming, when they
will flart up from their trance aghall with ierror and def-
pair—Alas! "us too laie 10 put about the helm—the vel-
fel will neither flay nor wear. What then? She muft® |

Serike.~—Let each individual (hift as well as he can for him- .
lelf, The Lord have mercy upon us all?

Q
BOSTON, Jaxuarvy 6,
Several houfes were firuck with lightning ia Eafl.Flad-

dam, Connetlicut, in a violent thunder florm of the 21ft
ult,—Three men were flruck down by the hightniog in the
field, but received no matenal injury, Coventry a woman
‘was Xilled, and angiher had 2 Jeg liockingly frattuced,




