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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Dec. 22. 
+ The bi!l to enforce the embargo, Was this day taken up 

© 38 the houle, and referred 10 a committee of the whole. — 

Although admitted on all fides to be the mofl important 
queflion that ever was agitated in Congrefs, the majority 

ved by Mr. Quincy, to maké it the order of ihe day for 

_ queflign was loft, and every difpofition evinced to force the 
bill immediately upon the confideration of the houfe. Mr, 

Quincy then moved to make it the order of the day for Sa- 

turday—This was allo cppofed. ‘ 
% Mr. Quincy fuflained his motion in a manner fo 

fpiriied and feeling, as to fhake the guilty purpofes of his 
democratic majefly’s troops, He declared, that ¢ the bill 

.* propofed, flruck at the very root'of the conflitution, and 
¢ was fraught with the moll Sang wer! alarming confequen- 

.%ces, Li was inicnded 20 fleip the people of iheir freedom, 
“ to deflroy the fundamental principles of our confliturion, 

" ¢ 10 make them flaves to the wai of maflers.”” 1 was born 
¢ a-freeman (favd Mr. 2) 
¢ will tranfmit to my children as fair an ivheritance as my 
¢ father bequeathed to me, or I will perifh in the tial. — 
¢ This bill was ouly paffed by the fenate, at 2 late hour laft 
¢ night, and I {olemnly declare, that 1 have not yet fludied. 
“it. IfI am not allowed a reafonable-time to confider the 
¢ law, I fhall difdain to aft upon it when it is brought be- 
¢ fore the Houfe.— If it is to be hurried through this houfe 
¢ by force without permitting its deformities to be expofed, 
¢ I for one will employ every means to aroufe the {pint of 

'¢ the nator, and inform the people of the manner wn which 
¢ their nights have been 1nvaded.”” 

. fenfible impreflion upon the majority, but men were not 
waniing in defperate devotion to execute will, to oppofe the 
reafonable requeft of Mr. Quincy. Meflrs. Eppes, Smi- 
lie and Bacon, fpoke in approbation of the Embargo, and 
the neceflity of lofing ne time to enforce it, _ 

Mr. Garpenier, of New-York, made fome {pirited 
remarks on the {nbjeét, 

Mr. Lyon obferved, “ I am one of thafe Mr, Speaker, 
who think the embargo ought not to be continued, but at all 
events, that if provifion is to be made to force it down by 
military power, that time ought to be allowed to fludy and 
digeft the bill which bas been pafled by the Senate for that 
purpofe. At any rate, Mr, Speaker, for goodnefs fake, 
do give us a day, don’t take it up to day. This 1s the 
twenty {econd of December, the anniversary of the embar- 
go. Its an ominous day, and the hill offered now for our 
confideration contains the worlt artack upon the conflituti- 
on and the hberties of my country that ever was before 
heard of. I have always been a republican, and I mean to 
continue one—1I exerted all my might and main to put out 
the Federals and to get the republicans upon top of them, 
but I wont help to put them under them again. If vou 
pafs this bill, mark what I tell you, the Federals will get 
uppermoft, FOR OUR PARTY IS FALLING OFF 
EVERY DAY. If you will make a law like this, the 
people will {oon let you fee that the fame things which put 
one power out, Wont keep another in, By this law a man 
cant pals the lines without having his pockets picked by 
thefe diftators, the colleftors,’ If he appears to be going 
acrofs the line with a little money in his pocket, he may be 
rifled of all of it, for money is money whether it be a 
£ 1000 or 10 cents. Mr, Speaker we want time to read 
this ftrange law before we take it up to fpeak about it. — 
We fhall be longer (peaking about it, if we begin to {peak 
upon it at once without knowing any thing about 11, than if 
we underfland it firfk and then {peak about it. The fur- 
theft way round is the fhorteft way home fometimes, and 
I'm {ure rio gentleman will {peak on this bill unul he has 
read, and at leaft thinks he underflands it.” 

Mr. Elliot faid, that he was not fituated precifely as the 
gentleman from New-York had defcribed himfelf to be. I 
am prepared, faid Mr. E. to aét upon this queflion ; but I' 
think a it is very defirable that ume fhould be allowed 
for others to inveltigate and refleét upon the fubju&t.— | 
Though tae bill, io its amended form, has been placed up- 
on our table this moraing, 1 have read it, I have fludied it. 
I have traced it from its origin, I have marked it in its pro- 
refs, every flep of which I have regarded with additional 
orror, and am prepared to fay, thai if you adopt it, you 

trample every principle of freedom in the duff, you grind 
your conflitution to powder. With the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Lyon) I agree thatit isintroduced into our 
walls upon an ominous day, and in an ominous manner, — 
But while I unite in opinion with the gentjeman from New- 
York, that 

‘A day, an hour of virtuous liberty, 
Is worth a whole eternity of bondage— 

I cannot think, confidering the nature of the crifis, the af- 
pels of the umes, all the circumftances of the moment, that 
if the diflator is 10 be invefled with new powers, it is of 
material moment whether they are conferred on this day, 
to-morrow, or next Monday. Whenever the queflion fhali 
prefent itfelf, the full excruon of the few and feeble pow- 
ers which it has pleafed Divine Providence to beftow upon 
me, (hall be devoted to refill a triumphant majority, ruthing 
with overwhelming power in a courfe deflruétive to ther 
country. From the moment the firfl embarge law was paf- 
fed, I have belicved that the policy of the fyflem was to 
glace all power over commerce in the hands of the Prefi- 
dent, to create a Commercial Ditatorfbip.— 

| 

feemed determmed io force its confideration, - It was mo- 

ay, allowing three ddys io digefl its provifions. The 

| 

and I mean to remain one. I | 

Thele remarks made a | 

The Speaker interrupted Mr. E. and fuggefied to him | 
that he was 
than was confiflent with order mn the 
bufinefs. 

Mr. Bacon faid that as the gentleman from Vermont was 
ready to debate the fubje@, he thought the difcuffion might 
proceed without much delay. That gentleman had promi- 
fed to devote his ume and talents to the queflion, and he 
bad no doubt would do it juflice, For one, he fhould lifien 
to him with pleafure, Alluding to fome remarks of Mr. 
Quincy, be faid, that ashere mult always be a certain num- 

going more at length into the general fubjeét 
prefent flage of the 

i 

fyflem, it wh not difagreeable 

t agicattd upon -particu- 

“had declared that he did not 
as 4htimates that as we muft 

1m, it is proper to have them 

in the political one alfo. that fo duiech dillike; 
Mr. Macon exprefled his ft 

| fhould be manifefied to tvety thing contieéted with the em- 
appearance in the Houfe, 

very ope firove for the ho- 
bargo, When fhe firlt made 
the damfel was fo comely that 
nour of introducing her. i hg Tri gag ye 

Mr. Sloan {aid that the remark of his friend from North 

Carolina was correfl.——When the lady was firft introduced, 

{hie ippeared 10 be a chafle, be utiful virgin, and, M KS. 

fiid, he was one of thofe who were enamoured with her 

charms. But doubtlefs his friend would acknowledge that 

fon. females of (hat defciipiion had been transformed into 

impure painied harlots—in which point of view he now 
confidered the embargo, 

Mr. Livermore {aid that he had pot been deceived like 

the gentleman from New- Jerfcy. He had regarded heras 
a proftituie from the beginning. 

Mr. Gardner made a number of pertinent remarks, ex- 

plaining the gealons why, alibough originally in favour of 

the embargo, he now wilhed its repeal. He was calied to 
order by the Speaker. Mr. Cader faid he wilhed to 
fhew that the original law ought to exift, and therefore ought 

not to be amended. He fat down, however, after making 
the following obfervation :——*t When | gave my f{antlion 
to this [yflein Sir, I did not intend to vote for a perpetu- 
al embargo,” | 

Oo 
DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE 

PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE, Novemser 8, 1808. 
Mr. Canning to Mr. PinckNEY, accompanying his 

letter of September 23 1808. 

Forzion Orrick, Serr, 23, 1808. | 
S1r,—In laying before the King, your letter of the 23d 

of Augufl, and in communication to you the accompanying 
anfwer, which I have received his Majelly’s commands to 
return to it—1I confefs I feel fome little embarrailments from 
the repeated references which vour letter contains, to what 
has pafled between us in converfation.—An embarraffment 
anfing in no degree (as you are perfefily aware) from any 
feeling of diftruft in you perfonally, but from a recollettion 
of the misrepresentasion which tovk place in America of 
former conferences between us, You gave me, on that ac- 

count, the moft (acsfactory proof that fuch misrepresenta- 
tion did not originate with you, by communicating to me 
that part of your difpaich, in which the conferences paru- 
cularly referred to, were related correttly ; but this very 
circumflance which eftablithes vour perfonal claim to entre 
«confidence, proves, at the {fame time, that a faithful report 
of a conference on your pait 1s pot a fecunty againft us 
misrepresentation, ) | 

It was for that reafon, principally, that afier hearing, 
with the mofl re(peétful attenuen, all that you had io fate 
to me, verbally, upon the fubjett of the prefent overture, 
I felt myfelf under ihe neceflity of requiring. as ¢ indis- 
pensable,”” a written communicatipn upon the {ubjeét, 

It is for that reafon, alfo, that as in your written com- 
munication you refer me to our late converfauons for the 
‘“ bearings and details’’ of your propofal, 1 feel it neceflary 
to recapitulate, as fhortly as I can, what I conceive to have 
palled in thefe converfations beyond what I find recorded 
in your letter, | 

The principal points on which the fuggeftions brought 
forward by you in perfonal conference. appear to me 10 have 
differed in fome degree from the proposal now flated by 
you in writing are iwo—~the firft, that 10 converfation the 
propofal itfelf was not diflinétly flated as an overture au- 
thorized by your government—ihe second, that the benefi- 
cial confequences likely to refult to this country from the 
acceptance of that propofal were * purified” through more 
ample ¢ iliuftrations.”’ | 

In the firft of our conferences, I underflood you to fay 
little more on the authority of your Government, than that 
you were inftruéted to remonflrate again the Orders in 
Council of the 7th of January, and 11th of November 1807 
—but to add, as fiom yourfelf, an expreflion of your own 
conviélion, that if thefe orders were repealed, the Prefident 
of the United States would {ufpend the Embargo vith ref- 
pett to Great-Britain, 
‘Upon the confequences of {uch a fufpenfion of the Em. 

bargo, while it would flill continue to be enforced againfl 
France, you expauated largely—pill speaking, however, 
(as I underflood), your own individual tenuments, 

It was fuggelled by you. that America would, in that 
cafe, probably arm her merchant-thips againft the aggretiions 
of France—an expedient, 10 which, you obferved, it would 
be perfectly die (0 refori againfi Great-Britain, The col- 
hthons of armed veflels would probably produce war—and 
the United States wouid thus be brought into the very fitu- 
ation in which we muft wih 10 place them—ibat of hos- 
ality wo France, and virteal, if not formal alliance with 
Great-Brtain, | 

In our fecund conference, you repeated and enforced the 
arguments calculated to induce the Brith Government 10 
confent to the repeal of the Orders in Council, and 1n this 
conference, though not flating yourself to be authorized 
by your government formally to offer the suspenfion of the 
Embargo as an immediate consequence of that repeal—yer 
you did profeis (as I underflood you) a readineis to take 
upon yourfelf to wake that offer, provided that I fhould 
give you bsfore hand an unofhiciai affurance thar, coupled 
with that offer fo made, the demand of the repeal of the 
Orders in Council of January and November 1809, would 
be probably refcinded, | 

I, of couife, declined to give any fuch previons affur- 
@nces—but as you appeared to, attach great importance to 
this suggeflion, and as [ was lead to think that a compliance 
with it might relieve you from a difficulty in executing the 
inflrutions of your government, I confented to take a fow 

rized ficp, by an unofficial 

‘they admit that monarchifts 

days to confider of it, and to referve my definitive anfiyer 
antil I fhould fee you again. ~~~. | I ngver doubted, in my own mind, as to the inexpediency and impropriety of encouraging you lo take an unauth,. 

proms that it fhould be we] 
received—but in- 2 matter of fuch delicacy I was defiroy, 

 ofeither confirming or correfling my own opinion by the 
opinion of others, 
~The refult was, that in a third interview, which took 

place fhortly after the fecond, I bad the honor to inform 
you, that after the molt mature deliberation, I found it im. 
pofible to yield to your fuggeftion, and that it, therefore, 
remained for you to frame your propofition according i 
the infirullions of your government, as to your own un. 
biafled difcretion. J | 
My own fhare in thefe feveral conferences, beyond what 
was implied 1n thie above flatemeat, was very fall, I have 
(as you know) always wifhed to refer the argumentative dif. 
cullion of the fubjeét of the Ouders in Council, to the of. 
ficial correfpondénce, which 1 have more than once been 
taught to exp-€ you to open upon it, than to engage with 
you in a verbal controverfy, which, if confined to ourfelves, 
would be ufelefs—If afterwards to be reduced into writing 
for the purpofe of being communicated to out refpefive - 
governmenis—I{uperfluous, © 

But to the reprefentations which you have repeatedly 
made againdt the Orders in Council of January and No. 
vember, “as violating the rights of the United States, and 
affe@ing mof} deftruttively their bef interefls upon grounds 
whally 1nadmilhible both in principleand in fa&l.<’—1 have 
uniformly maintained the unqueftionable right of His Ma. 
jelty to refort to the fulleft meafures of retaliation, in confe- 
quence of the unparalleled aggreflion of the enemy, and to 
retort upon that enemy the evils of his own injuflice—and 
have uniformly contended that ¢ if third parties (uffer from 
thofe meafures, the demand of reparation muft be made to 
that power, which fir/ violates the eflablithed ufages of war 
and the nights of neutral fates, 

There was, indeed, one point, upon which I was particu. 
larly anxious to receive precise information, and upon 
which, from your candour and franknefs, I was fortunate 
enough to obtain it, The conneéting together in your pro- 
pofed overture, the {ufpenfion of the embargo, and the re. 
peal of the Orders in Council—as well as thofe of Nov, as 
the fucceeding one the 7th of January, might appear to im. 
ply that the Embargo bad been the immediate consequence 
of thofe Orders, and I was, therefore, defirous to afcertain 
whether, in faél, the Orders in Council of Nov. had been 
known to the Government of the United States previous to 
the meflage of the Prefident propofing the embargo—io as 
to be a moving confideration to that meflage, I had the 
fansfaction to learn from you, that (uch was not the fale 
that rumours, indeed, might have reached America of fome 
meafure of further retaliation, being in the contemplation 
of the Bruifh Government, that, perhaps, (as I underflood 
you,) fome more fevere and {weeping meafures might have 
been expefied—but that the Orders 10 Council of the 11th 
of Nov. as having been iffucd, there was no knowledge of in 
Ametrita—at lealt none in pofleflion of the American Go. 
vernment at the time of propofing the embargo.—Such, Sir, 
15, (according to the beft of my-recolletion,) corre@ily, the 
{ubflance of what has pafled between us at our feveral ip. 

~terviews, previous to the prefentation of your official letter 
and fuch I have reprefented to have been the fubflance of 
what has paflcd on thofe feveral occafions in the reports of 
our conferences which it has been my duty to make to 
the King, ‘ | | 

It, in this recapitulation, there is any thing miflaken, or 
any thing omitted, you will do me the juflice to believe the 
e ror unintentional, and you may rely on my readine(s to 
{ct 1 'night, 1 have the honor 10 be, &c. 

"GEORGE CANNING. ; - | 

~ SPAIN AND THE UNITED STATES. 
It was one of the curfes denounced from Heaven upon 

the Ifraclites, in cafe of their rebellion, that the sound of 
a fhaken leaf fhould chace them. (See Levit xxvi. 36.) 
The faincell biecze from the Atlantic, the fl:ghteft breath 
of rumor from Ilavana, is fiaught with ALL THE HOR- 
RORS to the ruling democrats at Wathington, Knowing 
that their friend Bonaparte fwindled old King Charles out 
of Loutifiana, and apprebending that the Junta will refcind 
the conveyance, they appear to be prayiag wish all their 
might! that the poor patriots may be humbled in the dufl,— 
Ove thoufand men are immediately to march for Orleans, 
and a Col. Bell of Georgetown, who commands one of the 
new! regiments, fers out in a féw days. Of couile a new 
army, ay well as a new navy, mull be raifed 10 fupport the. 
Embargo and Nou-Intercourfe.  Qur republicans affe& 
to confider the war in Spain-ds a sacred war, like that 
which preceded the defiruction of the liberties of Greece, 
They fay that if the Spaniaids fucceed, England will 
have 3 tolerable chance to recolonife us, and will certainl 
monopolife the commerce of ihe world, They pathetcaliy 
lament that the Seas are not to, be made free, agreeably to 
the glorious proje@ ¢ planned ‘on the rafi that bore Alex- 
ander and Napoleon on the waters of the Niemen ?”* They 
deny ‘the Spaniards the right of {elf-government, although 

| have fome¢times become repub- 
hicans. * The vanquithers of Marathon defcended from 
the fcllowers of Agamemnon, and ihe hundred Grecian kings 
that demolifhed Troy ; The proud Romans had 2 Numa 
for a King long before their republic was exalted by a Cin. 
cianatws of a Cato,” We do not fay that it is right, bus 
we do fay it is natal, that the Spaniards (hould have hofe 
tile feelings (owaids our government, When the Spanifh 
Nation arofe as one man to burfl the bonds of ihe oppieiior, 
and to every man of fenfe it was evident that they did fo 
from the beginning, they certainly had a right w expel 
thai we would open trade with them as an independens and 
friendly people. When our own citizens peutioned chat 
{uch might be the cafe, our illuftrious chief magifirate ane 
{wered, No, there is only “a coniell for the goverment 
in Spain,” Let the cold-blooded and hard-hearied politie 
clans "| what they will, it was pot a coniell for power, but 
a contell of F recdom againlt Defpodifm, There is now and 


