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COURT OF INQUIRY. 
(Continued from oursbaftg) ids 50 

Ovi ilis tl 

Ouellion to Sir 13. Burrard by th | 

high saad 10 Forres Vedras on themght nearer than that 

hich muft have been taken by the enemy who had been 

engaged ov the lefi P-—1 cannot aniwer that q
uefyon at pre- 

jent ; the map now fhewa to ‘me givesa different ide
a of st 

from what 1 had in viewing the ground, 

Same quellion to. Sir A. Wellelley. 

wad, &c. PA. 1 think tr was, The: enemy muft have 

gone round about to Torres Viedras, while our right could 

have marched by: the dire road from Vimicira. 
: 

Cotrt 16 Sir Arthues Had our troops followed up their 

ft {accefs, could ibe left wing have beenemploped to pue- 

fue thofe oops which had been engaged wish our rghi ? 

A. The enemy *s left, which was engaged on on night. re-
 

wed by 2 rosd which leads along the heights towards Lif- 

bon. on a different fade of the valley fron that on which our 

lef. flood, and began wo reure at much abou the fame 
nme 

hat the attack began ‘with our left wing 1 and con lequently 

be left could not have been ammediately employed to puts 

fae thofe troops which had been engaged wih aur nght.ss 

Thole troops, 1 believe, continued in confulion, an the 

woods which were on their fide of the valley duri
ng a con- 

fiderable pant of the day, and ths confufion was confidera< 

biv increafed, and its duration lengthened; by the attack 

made by our cavalry. i 

~ Q. By General Nichols, Was there, in your opimon; 

2 probability of intercepting any part.f the enemys forces, 
if our troops had advanced P—=A. I certainly chink that 1f 

the lef wing bad followed up ws advantages as 1-propofed, 

not only many would have becn taken belonging to the left 

wing of the French army, but likewife belonging 10'the | 

right, The whole French army {feemed 0 men {uch con. | 

fufion, that giving them full credw for great facility and | 

dilcipline in forming, after having been broken, it would 

have beer very difficult, if not impoffible, for them to have’ 

forged again, 

Q, By the Court. When did you propafe to Sir H. 

Berard to advance on the 21ft PA. When the enemy 

were beaten on ‘the left, I went to Sir H. Burrard, and pro- 

poled 0 lum to purfue the enemy ; I did it my the way of a 

continuance or a renewal of a difeullion which* 1 had bad ° 

with him in the Brazen on she preceding evening, and I 

tld him that this was his time to advance, and that he ought 

to move the right wing 10 Torres Vedras, and to puriue 

the beaten enemy on the left ; that wehad twelve days pro- 

vifions, plenty of ammunition, &ec. But Sir H. Burrard 
was of opinion that our advantages ought not to be follow. 

ed up, much for ihe fame reafons as he had flated the mgh 

before, and he defired that I would halt the troops on the 

ground then occupied. By this time ithe 71ft and 82d 

were in advance, the goth and <g6th immediately wn their 
rear on the fide of the valley, and the other troops formed 

in fucceflion for their {upport. Very fhortly afterwards 

the [afl arrack was made by a body of the enemy’s infantry 

on the 91 and 82d, which was repulfed, as | flated 1n my 

report to Sir H. Burrard, and it was after that, as well as 
[ recolle®, that General Fergulon feat his Aid.de-Camp, 

Capt. Mellifh, to inform me of the great advamage whch 
might be derived from the continuation of our advance, and 
1 {ent Capt, Mellifh to Sir H. Burrard, to endeavour again 

to prevail with him to allow vs to continue our advance, 

Sit Arthur ‘Wellefley went oni to flate, that he confider- 
ed the (wo oropefitions made by him to Sir Harry Burrard, 
on the evening of the goth and vn the 2:ft, on the field of 
batile, 10 continue in purfuit of the advantages already gan- 

ed by the Brinith, as having in contemplation the fame plan 
of operations, ; He certainly, in making the fecond propo- 

Hivon, did not mean to recommend the purfuit of the French 
as of a fugitive army, though they undoubtedly were in a 
face of great confufion, $4 
Q. If our army had followed the plan: propofed in pur. 

fuing the enemy, mull not the French have gained ground 
on them 1h rearing in very loofe order ; and if our mfantry 

had been broken 1a the pyrfuit, would not the enemy" 
have had a good opportunity of athg againft them with 
heir cavaley? A, In order to anfwer that quellion, 
I mult fate to the comet what | conceive would ‘have 
been the operations of the (wo armies if the plan propofed 
had been adopted, If the coemy had marched to Torres 

Vedra, they would have been cut off from Lifbon by the 
beare} toad to that place, .Ifgthey had retired on Torres, 

Vedtas in a Rate of confull a, they would have beea be- 
‘ween two bodies of our troops.  1f they had chofen to go 
'foead to Lifbon by Villa Franca, it was trite they "A 
9ave done fo; but [ conceive an army in that hituanon, fol- 
awed, even at a flow rate, by a viftorious enemy, ablolute- 
ly nzapable of forming, or appearing again in the thape of 
warmy, There is no doubt but'that our army mull have 

kept in order, and preferved the connettion between one 
“ps and anoiher in the propofed puriutt ; but by keeping 

» 1 do not mean that they mull at all umes have 
been fortned ia lige, 
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| elufion of she batrle ? AJL fhould dink not lef diin two 
+ or three, or it might be three miles; 1 mufl oblerve, that = 

front the naturé of this action,” the right and left wings of | 
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0. How many cannon did the enemy carry with them 
“in their retreat ? "A, According to the order of the enemy’s 
battle, they had but 24 pieces of attillery in the aflion, of 
which we ‘took ‘13. If their order of battle wat corre, 
which 1 believe it is, they had 8 piecesleft, |= : 
O. Do vou know if the Referve of the infantry of the 

y 

“ow 

enemy were engaged? A. 1 do.” 
Q. How do you know that ? A. From féveral citcom- 

flances : Furl; I my (elf faw them in the battle; adly, Se- 
veral prifonersi of the Referve were taken, aad corroborated 
the fat, 'gdly, General Kellerman commanded the Re- 
ferve, and informed me they were engaged, '4thly, Gen, 
Junot, who commanded the army told me he attributed the 
lofs of the, batrle to the impetuofity of the Reférve, who 
could ‘non be reflrained.. And laflly, Theard from many 
French Officers, ‘that every corpsof infantry mn their army | 
had thar day been engaged. © 5 | 
Q. Didyon know it in'any othermanner ? A. 1 knew 

it from the period at which’ they were introduced into the 
aflron,” 1 knew it al{o'from the circumftance of the line of 
march by which they approached, which was that of raw 
troops, and by comparing what I faw with the accounts gi- 
ven me by the French officers of the line of artack adopted 
for that corps of the French army. ol 

Q. Might there not have been a fecond line of infantry, 
as well as a referve, in an attack of that fore? A. Such 
was the fituation of the coudtry, that any number of troops 
might have béen concealed, who.might have been deflined 
to take part in the attack ; and'it would have been difficult, 
if not impolfible, for ns to fee them But I bad feen nearly 
if not the whole of the French troops on their march in co- 
lumng in the mbraing ; and judging by the number I faw, 
and ‘comparing them with what T conceived to be the num- 
ber of troops fit for attion, I.did ‘not conceive that they had | 
any fuch troops, befides the referve: Althongh 

‘Q. Can you fay what diftance the right of Gen, Hill's 

brigade was from the left of General Fergufon’s at the con 

both armies were difconnetted ; and that a'valley ran from 
the point, near where the attioh finifhed; to Vimiera, which 

{eparaced the lefc wing of the Britith army from the right, 
and alfo difconnefled the two wings of the French army. 
At the fame ume, {uch was the nature of the country, that 

it was {o completely accupied by the troops which were on 
it, which troops were fo completely fupported by thofe on 
their rear, that we could feel no inconvenience from this 

circumflance, 

General Spencer was then called in and examined by 
Sir H. Burrard : — | 

Q. What was the diftance between the right of Gen. 
Hills brigade and ‘the left of Gea. Fergufon's, at tbe clofe 
of the ation? A. From two and a half 10 three wiles, 
I believe, | 

Q. Had the enemy, when they attacked Gens. Anfliru- 

ther and Fane's brigade, time to regain their order before 
the left was repulled ? A, The enemy were io order in two 
lines immediately on their retreating from the ceptre and 

left of our polition, about three miles off. One line 1 dul- 
unéily faw, | 
-Q. Had you realon for knowing that the referve of the 

enemy’s infantry were engaged that day 7 A. Not particu 
+ larly of the referve, Ae 

Q. Were the whole of the enemy’s infantry engaged 
that day ? A. I cannot poliuvely fay. ~ Bw, 

Q. Were ont antillery hotles of Slim firength to 

have been ufefully employed againft the enemy . as far as 

Torres. Vedras, of to feize and keep pofleflion of a height 

diftant from the main body of our army, the column fepa- 
rated being lable to be artacked by the cavaley or infantry 

of the enemy ? A. The hotles performed the . previpus 

joutney from Mondego Bay to Torres Vedras, and as to 
any particular prefs or pufh; evecy exertion would have 

| been made 10 overcome ihe difficulties which might bave 

prefeated them(elves, brinad ; 

~~ Q. Did you hear that the Frenchat Torres Vedras had 

been joined on the evening of the 21{t by @ body of infan- 
ly ? A. 1did: About three or four thoufand men. : 

~~ Q. Had you any reafon to fuppofe that the enemy had 
retreated with fome cannon? And what number? A. They 
~did wi h feven or eight pieces, Lundedlapd. ~~ © 
© Qu Af the Britith army ‘bad refalved to putiue the ene. 
my on the 21fl, what body of men. wouid i have been ne. 
ceffary to leave behind, to collet ‘and iake care of the 

wounded, and fuch flores as the army could not have done 

judgment of the icon wut ores, who. was alfo 

Q. Do you know what was the diftance, by the road 
near to which General Hill's brigade was placed, to Yor- 
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| 

gh ir might | 
have been polfible 10 conceal fuch body of troops in the 
hits. mufl alfo mention, that I faw the tatls of their columns, | 

{ learn it fram authority, 

~~ Q. Have you any knowledge of the 
that and Torres Vedras? 

order, with their cannon, ‘and a body of caval 
two parts of our army thus geting feparated, our 

21ft : 
“ance of the puefui of importance ? A. As they had loft all 

carry off the booty. 
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time, by the left of our pofition line? A. About three 

ground between 
A, I believe nothing except the 

general features, 
* Q. Do you think, if part of our army had marched for- 
‘ward, they might not have found the French force which 
had been repulfed by Generals Avfleucher, &c, in good 

ry ; and the 
: 

might not have been feverely handled? A. I think 1 
enemy would have endeavoured to take their pofition at 
Torres Vedtas; but in regard fo the feparation of the co- 
lamas, that mult reft with the Commander of the Forces, 
according to the difpofition he judged proper to make. 

<Q. Did you not fee the French in.their retreat take 
their ground, immediately rally, and get into good order ? 
A. 1 faw one line diftinélly formed about three miles off; 
as 1 have already faid, in front of the centre of our pofition, 
where they remained upwards of an hour, | 
Q. At what time did you firlt fee this line? A, After 
the retreat, Sl $221 
Q. How {oon after ? ‘A. Afier the attack on our cen 
tre and left had ceafed ; I cannot fay immediately, but ves 
ry foon after, : Lah 

Sir A. Wellefley.—~Was the time you mention afer 
the attack had been repylfed by our left, or immediately 
afier the attack had been repulfed by Generals Faoe and 
Anflruther’s brigades ? ‘A. The timé 10 which T allude was 
after the attack on Generals Anflruther and Faae’s brigades, 
and afier the whole had ceafed. iE, 

Q. Was that line formed on the road tq Torres Vedras, 
or on a part of the fcene of attion to the northward 2. A, 
It was towards the northward, near the road to Torres Vedras. 
Q. General Spencer mentioned that he heard of a rein- 

forcement of infantry having joined the French in Torres 
Vedras on the evening of the 21%; Did he learn that from 
authority, or only from common rumour? A. L did not 

but it was the report in the camp. 
Bos - ; gs og prefent whea I recoram it to Sir H. 
Burrard on the field of battle on the 21, to continue to 
purfue the advaniages we had gined over the enemy. A. 
I was opt, 

Q. Did you, as fecond in command to me in that ation, 
conlider the defeat of the enemy to be {o decided as to war- 
rant the pucfuit of the enemy 7 ‘A. 1 confidered the éne. 
my to be fo completely beaten in the centre and left, that 
I thould have fupported Sir A. Wellefley in that meafure, 

Quellion by Earl Moira. If you had bad arsillery hor 
fes for conveying cannon, was the nature of the roads fuch 
bs would have enabled yol ta have brought up your aril 
‘lery 7 A. I think it would have been with great difficulty 
they could have got on, 

General Fergufon was then called and examined by Sir 
A. Wellefley, : ES 
Q. Was you prefent, on the field of battle, on the'z1ft 

of Auguft, when I recommended to Sir H, Burrard to 
continue the purfuit of the advantages we had gained over 
the enemy. - A. 1 was not prelent, I was with my brigade, 
Q. Do you recolledt after having received orders to 

hale, that you fent a meffage to me by your Aide-de-Camp, 
“Capt, Mellifh, informing me, that, if allowed to continue 
to advance, you would gain important advantages? A, I 
did fend fuch a mellage, A | 

. Deleribe to the Court what thofe advantages were P 
A. A column of the enemy completely broken, and con- 

“filting of from 1500 to 2000 men, had, in ther. confufion, 
got into a hollow, and were thereby placed i that fituanon 
that they mi ht be cut off ¥rom the main body by a move- 

ment of part of the corps under my command. 
0, Did you confider that part of the eneuny with which 
the troops under your command had been engaged, on the 

of Augufl, 10 pe fo beaten as to render the.continy- 

their arullery, and were in the very dumoft confufion, it 
certainly was my opimion that it was of importange that our 

Di you fee ‘any t 
army fhould continue to advance. ‘ 5 

Did 3 ny troops. formed at the end of the ac- 

infantry ogcafionally halted, in my opigion, to-cover and 

FE 

or 300 infaniry, The greater part of their cavalry appear- 

ed to be 

 Queflion by Earl Moira, Under what cireumflances 

did your orders to halt find ou? A. Ove part of my bat- 
wlicn was on. the village of Dariogeufa, and the other jn 
the rear to fu ort it, The village was the Pa where 

jad made a fland, aud from which they had been 

A 
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