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roufly attacked in their cantonments QR T Ebro, they would
have betn worn Bown by fuctellive a\"uw:wi com-
pelied (o congenrrate. themfelves,  at the nifque h‘::

o to evacuate the country. The golcen opportumity
to contend with a force doubled in point of numbers; burn-
ing to redeem 1ts charafler and exaét a fignal fatisfallion for
its temporary ‘inatiivity and difgrace under the eye of voe
who has led it to conflant viflory, The con "
chis tardinefs is, that it is found neceffary to change the

been thé pol
fultory confhiéls we have mentioned, or even to have hagard-

ed a general engagement with the encmy. It is pow no
¢ fo: The forimer may

the later is not to be thought of, particularly if there be
any thing like a parity of force. We have defenibed in
another part of our paper the plan of opcnt!om,propofed
for the Spanilb armies. Tt will feen from 1t that po twe
of them can co-operaté with cach other, Thofe of the cen-
gre and the left may poflibly be able to maintain 4 précari-
ous communication, but not a finglé courier can pafs be-
(ween either of them and the right ‘wing of the Spanith
army. , This is not the difpofizion of an army befl calcula-
ted for offenfive hoflility, From want of eoncert and com-
munication no great efiterprize can be fafely underiaken.—
Tt is almoft as ill adapted 0 deferifive warfare, The union
of council and aétion refulting from 2 concentrated pofition
will enable the enemy at any time to bear with the greatefl
rt of his force upon any of thefe detached and, as 1t were,
folated ‘armies. BowararTe has only to oppole a con-
fident front to the arnmnes of the céntre and the feft, or of
the right ; to alarm them by faife attacks, and he may give
what direflion he pleafes 10 any portion of the iminenle
force under him. It is only by the utmoflt vigilance, join-
ed 1o profound judgment and quick difcrimination, that
fuch refpettive advaniages and difadvantages of pofition are
to be obviated. If the leaders of the Spaniards afl with a
due mixture of daring and caution, it is not only poihble,
but very likely, “that they will fruflrate the grand plan of
the enemy, which, in the fefl 1oftance, will probibly be to
reflore the communication between Navarre and Caialoma;
and that effcfled, to penetrate to Madnd. The former can-
not be accomphihed without cbiaining poffeffion of Sara-
gofla ; without which, indeed, the march to the capial can-
not be fafely attemhpted, We miay expelt therefore that
the army of the right will be the firft attacked. The de-
feat of this is {0 neccflary to the Tuccefs of the plan which
we think it likely BoNAPARTE will purfue, that if the
late affairs in Bifcay had not taken place before he joined
the army, we thould have confidered them as mere demon-
firations intended to favor a decifive attack 10 another quarter.
In the plan which the Spanifh Generals are compelied
by the circum{tances we have mentioned to adopt, the Bn-
tifh army is likely to bear a principal part. It is deflined
to cover-Madrid. And here we cannot but exprefs our
regret that it is pot mofe numerous.: With the utmoft con-
fideoce in its bravery and fkill, we lament that, at a tme
when the fate of Span and perhaps of Europe, 18 to be de-
cided, it fhould be weakened by the abfénce of a fingle re-
giment of which 1t originally coofited,—The ten or twelve
thoufand men who are now maintaining the polige of Lif-
bon, and enforcing the authority of a weak and bigotted re-
gency, might perhaps turn the fcale between vittory and
defeat. When the objels at flake are fo impdiant, being
no lefs than the freedom or flavery of mine millions of peo-
ple, and the emancipation of almofl the whole of the conti-
nent, we deplore that policy whieh has diverted any part of
the force we have in the peninfula from the great view of
affifting Spain, to {uch contempuble, we might have fad
unworthy, purpofes. Shall we not have caufe for ercrnal
{elf-reproach, if, while we are endeavouring to preferve Por-
tugal, if upholding the bad fubflitute of a2 bad Government
can be called preferving it, we (hould blaft the hopes of
Spain, and lofe the fairefl chance that may ever prefent -

felf of delivening Europe ?
sl A A A D P I——

IMPORTANT LETTER.

[ The following 1s an Extra@ of a Letter, from an Ameri-
can gentleman at Cadiz, o hs friend and Correfpondent
i this town. It contains an important and highly inter-
efling View of the State of the Spanith nation—ang

~ may be depended on as authentic. ]

« Capiz, Decemser 5 1808,

¢t You without doubt hear configntly of the (uccefles of
the Spaniards, and of the glorious events which are pafling
in this country, The invafion of the Frewch, which led to
the revolution, 1 confider to have been the happieft circum-
flance which could poffibly have taken place for the nation,
The miflaker policy of Bonaparie, in pouring bus legrons
into Spain, and atiempting 10 fo barefaced a manner to feat
his brother on the throne, has roufed the from the
Jethargy in which they had been flumbering for a century,
and already caufed a total change in the national character.
1t is impofhible to conceive, without being on the fpot, of
the enthufiafm which animates every individual of every

" clafs. There is fcarcely a man 1n Spaio, who would not,

at the prefent moment, cheerfully facrifice his property,
bis life. and thofe of all his kindred, fooner than fubmut 10
the difgraceful and oppreflive yoke of the Freoch tyranti—
Before theevents of the lait May, the people were {unk in
the loweft depth of fervile abafement ; thofe. whoiz feelings
were ahve to the horrors of their fication, faw that they
bad every thing to dread and pot the moft diflant hope 10
enliven the profpe@t. The grandees and chief men of the
nation, who faw the impending ruin, abandoned themielves
to defpair, and wept hike cbilznl over the wreck of their
country. ,

« When Murat bad entered Madrid, and was declared
Lieutenant General of the Kingdom, the moft gloomy ter-
ror pervaded cvery bofom; thofe who perceived their dan-
ger, geve themfelves up for lofl :e—murmuss were beard n

every part, and curfes, not loud, * but deep,” were mut-

’ -
~ ever, has been lofl, and the patriotic armies will now have

&of

" whole plab of ihe campaign. Six weeks ago it would have
icy of the Spauiards to have courted thefe de<

ba ‘occafionally réforied to;”

el by every wouih,  The detention of Ferdinand kis-

| dled the flame that was jult ready to busft forth, and att

fame moment; the people of the molt-diftant proviaces, w&dz

but my previous concert or connexion with each other, Tole.

up in arms aod Twore 1o die in the del of their king

: v. Since that period they have been fuccefs- |
end countiy. Sigce O P s B ench | a nght and illuminated

fol in every @fion, and to-conquer the Kingdom, the Fret

have to contend with tw . : _
old men, women and children, are infpired with fentiments
of the mofl deadly abherrence, and becathe ihe {ame Tpiric
of hatred-and- revenge agatoft tﬁmm has
doubt but that the: war will be long and bloody; for it 1s hot
probable that Bonaparie “will-abandon the pians he has for-
med, without firdggliag 10 the laft moment.~~The Spant-
‘ards, though they have hitherto been fortunate in every cu-
gagement, yet muft and do- expetl to meet with reverfes—
Admitting, however, that the French fhould be vilonous

eive millions of fouls; all of whom, |

1 have vo-

in three or cven in twenty baitles, and fhould they gain.pofs-

feffion of as many towns, fill the kingdom woul
from fubjeftion as it now-is.«~The revolution bas awakened

fentiments among the people, which they never béfore da-
red to enterrdin. 1t has hitherto been the policy of the old
government to prevest the canvaffing of polucal {ubjeéls,
and the prefs has beén fenetéd by the mofl thameful and
opprefhive fhackles. Bur the glortous firuggle, 1n which
the navion-is now engaged. has called forth talepts fro’l ob-
{cutity, and rouled evesy fpark of patrivii{tm and gemtus,—<
The poliucal pampblets which flow daily from the prels,
exhibit fpecimens. of the acutell logic and mofl lofiy elo-
qncncc.-The yroclim'uiom of the-Supreme Junta, and
their appeals to the nation, are {fuch as would not be unwor-
thy the pen or feeling® of 2 Roman Sevnate.—Every mea-
(ure is taken to animate the people and infpire them wrth a
detefation of the French. Thewr national fongs, theirr-mu.
fic, their plays, are all calculated 10 excite the dormant feel-
ings of patniou{m, and fto awaken a fenfe of their country’s
danger, Many of thefe are of fuch a natuie, as L0 warm
the coldeft indifference, and infpire the moft umid with
courage.

« In a proclamaiion of the Supreme Junta, of the 10th
of November, and which I fend you enclofed, are the fol-
lowing {enuments, which will ferve to thow much better
than aoy expreflions of mine, what are the  general feelings
in the prefent moment, and how. different a language is now
held from any that was ever before heard in Spain. '

¢ After fpeaking of what has beeo done for the defeace
of the kingdom, and the mealures that have been taken for
preparation againft the enemy, which is at this ume the firft
and moft importany objedt, they continue to fay: * But
there is another, Spaniards, as neceflary and effential as this,
without attention to which the Junta would perform but
one half their duty, and which is to be the grand reward of
your facrifices and enthafiafm, Poliucal independence 1s
nothing without inteinal happinefs and fafety. Iurn back
your eyes to the time when oppreffed, abafed ao teampled
upon, not knowing your own irength, and finding neither

in your infliutioss por laws an afylum againft alls, you

confidered a foreign domination lefs odious than the deadly
tyranny which was defiroying us at home, The dominion
of one will, alwags capricious, and moft ofien unjuft, un-
happily for our country hds endured oo Jong in Spa. It
has too long abufed your pauence, your love of ordér and
your generous lovalty, The ume has now arrived when
‘he voice alone of the law, founded on the public weal,
thould begin to codmand. Thus would our good and un-
fortunate monarch wifh and that it s the very path, which
ever fince his: treacherous capuvity, he has pointed out 10
us.—=Our country, Spaniards, ought no longer to be to you
a name, vague and onmeaniag, it fhould figmfy n your ears
and your hearts the fant of the laws, the field of alents,
and the recompenfe of viriue,

¢ Yes, Spaniards, the great day wil! arrive when accord-
ing to the uni.orm wifh of our beloved king, and of his loyal
prople, the monarchy fhall be re-eflabitfhed on folid and
lafting foundations. You will then have fundamenial laws,
bemignant, pacific, and a curb on arbitrary power. When
thus your nights are re-eflablifhed and fecured, you wilil re-
joice at the contemplation of 2 monument worthy of your-
felves, and of the monarch who has 1o watch for s prefer-
vation, blefings amid fo many difafiers, the part which the
people will have had in its ereticn.

¢« The Junta, who bold in their hands the fupreme di-
reflion of the forces of the kingdom, that they may {ecure
by every means, ts defence, its felicity and glory—the Jun-
ta, who have already publicly asknowledged the pieponde-
rant influence which the nation fhould have in 1ts _govern-
ment : who, in the name of their king, and for his caufe,
have done every thing of themfelves alone, and without any
aid : the Junia folemuly “pledge themlelves that you fhall
have that country which you have invoked with fo much

enthufiafm, and’ défended, or rather conquered with fo

much valor,

¢ As foon as the military operations, tardy a1 firft, thac
the final fuccefs may be more effeually affared, will allow
the opportumity and quiet rieceffary to the gicat and folemn
re-unton; which is announced to you, the government will

take care that the projefted reforms and change of infticua-

d be as far .
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ons, which are to beprefented for the national (anéhon. thall
be aroply extended and mmnutely canvalled. — W ahout

knowledge
jfhical work of

ency and contempt.— Wile Spaciards, you who dedicated

-to the invefligation of focial principles, unie the Jove of hu-

“maniiy with che love of country, and inflruthion with zeal,

to you belongs this undertaking o neceffacy for fuccefs.—
The Junsa inflead of rejething your councils alk and with
them. A knowledge and elucidanion of our ancient confli-
wtional laws, aherations which they mufl undergo in their
re-eflabliimem by ‘difference of circumBances, reforms
which mufl be made in the civil, cnmnal and mercanitle

, wichout ingelligence, and without aim, the ma- |
{lation is the refult of one will, blind,
without judgment, #ad as fuch hable 1o error, 1o inconiili-
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codes, projeéls for ameliorating the public education, fo be- |

| ton,~=But now, according to reports and information re-

hindhand among us, cBconemical regulations for the beter

dificibution and ¢olleftion of the revenves of the State : eve. |

ry thing demands yeur attention, and forms a vafl feries of

|

&m and talents;—The Jonta will form from m; yol

different committees, charged each one with a particyly

-matters of government and of adminiflration, and where ib¢.
vasiots obje@s which ought to attralt the general attentioy
‘may be fully debated~Thefe efforts, by contributing to give

branch, to whom may be freely direfled all writingy o -

enable the nation to eftablith quietly on a folid bafis, its ia.
ternal felicuty. ‘ T .\
"« The Spanill revolution, will in this manner exhibi
charafteniftics emtirely oppofite to thole we have feen in-the
French., This began by internal intrigue: and the machi.
nations of courtiers; ours: in the necelity. of repelling aq

unjuft and powerful aggreffor. . In this, the opinions oy

forms of government were as BUMETQUS as the fatlions, or
rather as the individuals of which they were compofed—I[y

.ours there is bit une opinion, one-general with ;—heredita.

ry- monarchy and King Ferdinand VIL. The French
kave fhed torrents of blood in the times-of their anarchy,
they have proclaimed no principle which they have not af,

wewards difavowed ; they have made no law which they -

have pot Wiolated ; and they have ended by becoming flaves
to a fanguinary defpotifm.
perfidious invafion of the French, havé feen themfelves with,
out govecnment, and cut off from a comasunication with
each vtheny have known how to contain themfelves within
the limits of that circum{pettion by which they ate charac.
terized, They have fhown themfelves bloedly and terrible
alene to. their enemiesesthey will bave wifdom -€nough
without overturning the Suare, to melioratetheir toflisutions
and confolidate their hiberty.

& Oh Spaniards ! how beautiful 2 perfpeftive of glory
and fortune have we before us, if we are fufficiently wile
to take proper adventage of this extraordinary zra! if we
ful6! the high deflinies pointed out to us by Providence !
We fhall be no longer as we have been, objefls of pity and
coutempt ; we f{hall become the cuvy and the admiration of
the world. The delightful clime we enjoy, the fertile fol
where we live, the geographical polition we hold, the riches
lavithed on us by nature, and the noble and generous cha.
rafter with whnch fhe has endowed us, fhall not be gifts lof
i the hands of a bafe and enflaved people. Already the
Spanith name is pronounced with. refpe@ in Europe—the
nations of which, trampled upon by the French, have their
eyes turned towards us as their laft hope. Even the very
flaves of the tyrant, groaning beneath his iron yoke, are of-
fering up for our fuccefs their prayers to heaven. Let us
have firmnefs, and we fhall reap the fruits which viflory is
about to produce, The outrages againfl religion will be fa.
isbed. Your monarch will either be reftored to his throne
or ievenged.  The fundamental laws of the monarchy will
be re-cfablifhed.—The civil liberty will be firmly and fo-
lemnly confecrated. The fountains of public profperity
will flow fpontancoully. The relations ‘with our colonies
will be drawn clofer and with a more fraternal union, Ac.
uvity, induflry, talents and virtue will be ftimulated and
rewaided., To fuch a pitch of glory and fplendor fhall we
rank ouf country, if our aétions correfpond with the mag.
nificent circumflances in which we are placed.

v Thele are the defigns, -this the plan which the Junta
have propofed from the moment of their inflallasion, to ac.
comphith the two primary and effential objels of their infli
tution. Tt members intrufted with an authority fo great,
and refponfible for hopes fo flatering, are not ignorant of
the difficalties which they muft overcome in order that {uch
hopes may be realized. They are not ignorant of the enor.

“mous weight which refls on themfelves, nor of thchd;nget

to which they are expoled. But they will confider them-
felves amply repaid for theis fatigues, for the confecration
of their perfons to the fervice of the flate, can thcy but fuc-

| ceed in infpining the Spamards with confidence, without

which the public good cagnot be efefted and which the Jun-
ta dare to fay they dc(cr*c bv. the rectitude of their princic
ples and the puruty of their 1ntentions,””

You will be able froin the above to judge in fome degree
of the prefent fituatian of things at leaft of the fentiments
here, I enclofe you the three laft Madrid Gazettes, though
the news they contain is not very particular, Private lete
iers this morning meation the difcovery of a confpiracy, in
confequence of which twenty-one perfons have been hang-
ed at Madrid, Count de Thlly 1s one engaged in it—the
bufinels however was tmely quathed, and perhaps may be
corfidered a fortunate circumflance, as it will give the June
ta wore power and render themn more circumipett, Eight
thoufand French, who had approached wiilin 20 leagues
of the capua!, relving on the {uccefs of (he negoniation ﬁavc
been cut off ; their 1ntenuon was (o have fetzed on the June
ta and o have put the Prelident, Florida Blanca to death,
Every exertion is meking to foculy Madiid, all ctalles of
people, ladies uf:he, higheil rank are working as labourers
on ihe fortifications,”’

2‘ M.@*—-—
BARBADOLS. Jaxvary 7.

While Jately we beheld Miutacy preparations and aty
rangemenis pailing before us, which for extent, energy, and

prowmfe, ex¢ited an interell equal to any that ‘ever before
otiginated, dr had been brought m'pcrfc(:tion here, we fels
ioa duty to'be circumfpett and fitent during s prngrcﬁ
and complction : ‘but now ihat, afier baving arrived ai that
very. point, all this mighty din of arms has fuok tnto ﬂlcncé
and inattion, it certainly can no longer be ufeful w diffem-
ble, that according o generally recetved opxrium. Martie
nique was the object againil which thefe prcparazi‘mn were
.lcvcl.lcd;bm whénce this fudden terrapin.like Mmangeivre,is a0
inquiry that we are no wife quahfied torelilve, uniefs, indeed,

-we trace it in the {uccethion of fuccours and reinforccments.

which the enmemy has almefl uninterruptedly received fince
be firft heard of or fuipected the meditated artack ; for it is
s fact as ungueftionable as notorious, that atone pertod. and
that no very remote one, the flate and condition of Martis
qiquc was fuch as to prefent fearce a diffrculty 1nts teduc-

ceived from is '=ncighbonrh?nd, and occafiorally dieect from
thence, the I18and was never 1n better &rfenc'c, nor more

tafks and meditations; in which you can maoifell your erb- ‘ abundaatly fupphed. This dces oot et op mere allesnion

v

direftion to the public opinion, wij|

The Spaniards who, by the
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