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; rate column, and many articles of charge were | Ireland, from the sum of £179,000 de
ducted in conse. 

in a sepa 
placed under distinct; heads, which. were in the last 

estimates aggregated. He would now progeed to go 
through the various estimates i succession, The first 

was that which related to his Majes sland forces; io 

which the Committee would percei ean increase of four 

hundred and seventy.twe men, and @ decrease in: the 
charge of £184,000. , This estimate was divided into 
several classes. ‘The first was the household tboops; 

the increase of the charge.of which was £62. This 

was a small sum, but as it proceeded froma Gircum. | 

stance which affected the charge of the whole of the re. 

gular troops, he would explain it It was well known 

to those who were conversant with regimental details, 
that it had been the custom. to stop apart ofthe pay 
of the drummers or trumpeters of every, regiment for 

the purpose of increasing the pay of the drum-majors 

and trumpet.majors. It had been ascortained however, 

that this custom was fiot authorised by law; it was 

therefore discontinued. Butas the pay of the dram. 

majors and trumpet.pajors was thereby reduced to an 

equality with that of the privates, it had been thought. 
exped 
and this was affected throughout:the whole army at an 

expence of between 3 and £4,000. In the estimate of 

Dragoon Guards and Dragoous, the charge ‘would be 

found to have decreased £34,090. This decrease arose 

chiefly frem the trapsfer in Lrelandsof'the whole charge 
age to the Commissariat ‘Depa 

(as he had on a former occasion stated) from the ar- 

rangement by which the charge of bread had also been 
transferred to that department, The next class of the 
regular land forces was the Infantry of the Line.® In | 

this there was an increase in number of 627, and in" 

£28,745. This increase was attributable to 
s of the 97th Regi- 

charge of : 
the transfer from the Foreign Corp 
ment, formerly composed principally of foreigners, but 

lately recruited so entirely’ in this conntry as'te have 
‘become a complete British Regiment; and of the New. 

Brunswick Fencibles, raised originally in America and 
in the West.Indies, a pravincial corps, but which had 

recently ‘offered itself for general service. The next 

class was the unnumbered corps. It would be found 

to have decreased 352, in charge of £8,600, By the 
nate of the last year it was resolved to reduse the Vag. 

gon 1'rain, which had consisted of 12 troops,:to seven. 

Three troops were immediately reduced, but the two 
others which were to be reduced, being ia service with 

Lord Wellington, two of the home troops were sent 

out to replace them, in order that they might return 

for the purpose of reduction. Lord Wellington, howe. 

ver, represented in such strong terms the advantages 
which he derived from the services of this corps, that 
the whole four troops were permitted fo pemain.— 
There were conse 8 
Train, one at Cadiz, and two at home, The estimate, 
therefore, for the Waggon Train, bad not decreased so 
much as was anticipated; but the great decrease of 

charge on this general head of un.numbered corps, 

arose from the transfer of the New.Brunswick ¥engi. 

bles to the Line, and from the total reduction of the 

Manx Fencibles. I'n the Miscellaneous Charges, which 

stood next in order .in the estimates, there: was & de. 
crease in the charge of £185,000 which diminution 

arose from the difference amounting to £535,000 

between effective and nonsefiective pay; of which dif. 

ference £350,000 might be App to defray the pay, 

clothing, &c. of men e: pected to be raised ia the pre. 

r; the remainder occasioned the decrease in sent : 

this - te which he had already stated. He now 

roceeded to the estimate of; the troops ‘serving in the 

Vastindies, the increase of which was £280,000.— | 

For this no aid would bo required; and the estimate 

was placed among the rest only to allow the Committee 

to perceive at one view the whole military charges of 

the country, if that were to be defrayed by the public. 
"The next estimate was of the regular embodied Militia. 

In this there was a decrease of 2000 in the of 

men, and an inc-ease of £20,000 in the charge. Whe 
the estimate of last year were made up, the regiments 
of Militia were incomplete, in consequence of the great 

volunteering inte the Line, Three hundred thousand 

pounds had been deducted on that account. : Since that 

period the ballot had nearly filled them up, and there. 

fore in the present estimate only £155,000 had been 

deducted on account of the pay and clothing of nen. 

effectives. In the estimate of Staff of Garrisons, there 
was an increased charge of £10600. The a 
from an increase on the Irish Staff of £3 

arose 

from an increase on the Foreign Staff oe Boon. 
I of 

? 

ra 
counteracted by a decrease in the Home S 
£16,000. In the estimate of S merary 
there was an increase of £9000. 
allowances to the pri Officers 
Depa 

ient to give them pay equal to that of serjeants, 

iriment, and also 

six. troops of the Waggon 

invincible, but ag pwn spirit of the people, The 
was gone by. ‘The country had now the satisfac. 

the 

ed, not to the means of augmenting 

ply thee smelt Subd S00 be derived. Exclo. 
po te, 4 rtillery; the | 

911,000 

quence of there being wo necessity t6. fiirnish Tlothing 
to the Yeomanry in the present year, as well as [rem 

thé reduction of the number of days of permanent duty, / 
ilitia, therg 

) but this | On the face of the estimate of the Local, M 

appeared an increase of charge of £61. 

was attributable fo the estimate of last year falling 

short of the expence by £128,000 owing to the too 

small sum- allowed for clothing, to the augmentation of 

some of the corps, and to the addition of “> It 

was intended in the present year to reduce the number 

of training days from 21 to 14; and by this reduction 

a- saving would be affected of £110,000. When the 

state of efficiency in which the Local Militia was_re- 

ported to Be by the district Officers was ‘considered, it 

might be presumed that the service would not saffer by 
this arrangement ; the more especially as it was inten: 

ded that those corps which bad not been out before, 

should be exercised for seven days previous to the regu. 

Jar training, under the permanent Staff of their repec- 

tive districts. . In the estimate/of Foreign Corps there 
was a decrease of charge of £2100 in consequence of 

the incorporation of the 87th Regiment into the line, 

and thie total reduction of the Regiment of Malta. The 

next estimate was that of the Royal Military College. 

In the body of this estimate it would be found that the 

charge was ‘decreased’ £29,700 a diminution arising 

from the supposition that no further sum would this 

year be required for the expence of building. Since 

the estimate had Been framed, however, it had been. 

signified to him’ that £830,000 would bearequired to 

complete the building for the Junior Department. One 

cause of an increase in a’ part of this estimate was the 

{ removal to Woolwich of the Cadets, of .the Artillery, 

who used fo contribute £100 a year each to ‘the esta. 

blishment, and who were replaced by Cadets, some of 

whom did not pay any thing, and none of whom con. 

¢ributéd in an equal degree to their predecessors. The 

éstinfate of the Royal Military Asylum was nearly the 

same as last year. That of retired Chaplains was in. 

ct wsed in charge £10,000. The estimate of IHospi- 

tal Kxpences was increased in charge £17,000; £500 

/for medicines, and the remainder for transfers made to 

that from other estimates. ; The Compassionate List 

and King’s Bounty estimate was increased in charge 

£7600 in consequence of the increase in the number 

of prisoners that were entitled to relief, The estimate 

of the Barrack Department in Ireland, was increased 

in charge £23,000; a very large portion of which arose 

from the lodging and fuel-money for recruiting parties 

from regiments on the British establishment. The 

charge on the éstimate of the Irish Commissariat would 

be found to have increased £73,000, This was to be 
ascribed to the transfer to that Department of the forage 

estimates. On a generdl view of the whole of these 

estimates, it would appear that there was a diminution 
there was an in the number of men of 514; and that t 

increase in the charge of £42,000. * Against this in. 

crease of charge, however, must be set, the‘savirig which - 
would arise from diminishing the number of days on 
which the Local Militia were to be trained, which saving 

did not appear on the face of the estimates, and a bal. 
ance: would then be left of £60,000. Of course, he 
was aware that in such @ variety of details there were | 
many articles which be must have Jeft unexplained. — 
He would. reserve himself, however, for whateyer en. 
quiries might be made en the, subject, Having said | 
this mueh, his Lordship observed, that he would sit 
down were he not anxious to draw the attention of the 
Committee to fhe state of our regular army, and to the 
view which Government took of that subject. This 
was a topic which obviously divided itself info two 
considerations— first, the amount ‘of the force necessa. 
ry; and, secondly, the means by which that force should 
be rendered effectual to its purpose, With réspect to 
the first considerdtion, it wasa matter of congratulation 

to fhe country, that Parliament wis not not called 
upon. to devise the means of creating a egalar army. 
It was not as at the commencement of the war, when 
all we had to oppose to the invader, was the ardent and 

to sce, that they possessed a r military esta. 
t, so powerful, as not ouly te endble us to 

progress of the enemy in those countries wltich he 
had already called his own.—( Hear! heer! héar!)— 
The attention of Pa e, must be direct. 

: the regular army, 
bitt to the means of keeping it effective and compléte. 
In order, satisfactorily to resolve this inquiry, it became: 
necessary to consider, first what would the probable 
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i first place, 

which our extended agriculture, manufactures, and 
mmerce occasiofiel was considered, it was not to bs 
xpected that many would anticipate, in the profession 
of a soldier, such paramount advantages as would 

induce them to quit the peacefu] occupations of civil 
life. . He wguld state the probable produce of the ordi. 

itary recruiting, therefore, as low as eleven thousand 
men; - It/was true, that in the year 1810, the returng 

- 

found to be dimiaish."| amounted only to between nine and. ten thousand men. 
this was ih a’ great measure to be attributed to fhe 
obstacles which the fegu 
aie ar from the ballot for the Militia in the latter 

‘of the year, and from the expectation of the ballot 
in the former part of it: In some years: the produce 

1 of thé ordinary recruiting had been 18,000 men; bat 
“on such a result in the present instance he would 
now calculate, From the foreign recruiting, taking 
the average of the last two years, it was fair to expect 
4 or 5000 men, making alte er pedt 17,000 men, 
which it was likely would be obtained by voluntary 
inlistment, To Kata some mode of supplying the 
deficiency between ‘that humber and the dumber of 
casualties, was the province of Government, It had 
occurred to them, that it would be advisable to recur 
to tlie means which experience had sHewn to be so suc. 
cessful, namely, to allow a certain portion of the Militia 
to volunteer into the line. The Militia establishment 
was 92,000 men, of which the effectives might be 
considered tobe 34,000, added to which there was due 

by ballot 5 or 6000 men. Considering; on the one 
hand, the amount of the regular force, ‘which under 
any circumstance would be kept in this country, and 
on the other, the great security to the country arising 
from the Lo¢al Militia, which was every year incred. 
sing in discipline, it might be stated, without fear or 
contradiction, that the present establishment of the red 

gular Militia was greater than the national defence rec 
quired, It was proposed to reduce it to the oldvestal 
blishnient, natély, 70,000 for the two Islands; and 
for ip to allow a: number, not exceeding ten 
thousand, to volunteer into the line. This measure 
was the 1és8 objectionable, as from the effective state 

’. 

| of the Militia, a new ballot would not be necessary 
until the end of the year 1812. His Lordship expres. 
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sed his persuasion that when Parliament reflected on 
the number of men which had already been raised iii 
this manner, they would be of opinion, with his 
Majesty’s. Government, that it was the best methed’ 
which could be adopted to meet the casualties, and fhe 
least likely to interfere with the ordinary recruiting. 
On the résumption of the House, it was. his intention 
to move for leave to bring in a Bill for this purpose. 
If leave were granted him, he should, after it had bgen 
read a first time, move that it be printed, in order'to 

give ample opporturity for discussing the various pro. 
visions which it would contain. His Lordship conclu. 
ded by moviog the first Resolution: | 

‘'I'bat a number, not exceeding 207,474 men, be 
granted for the regular service of the army for the 
year 1811.7 CTE dd | 

Genéral Tanceron took a view of the conduct of 
the war in the Peninsula from the commencement of 
the contest, and lamented the opportunities we had 
failed to take advantage of the late campaign. He 
thought meeting France on the Contineut we most 

\ favoured the views of Bonaparte, by exhausting the rea 
sources of this country. le disclaimed all enmity 
against Lord Wellington, and did not speak from rivat. 
ship (A laugh,) when he gave it as his opinion that he 
could not justify the conduct of the campaign. There 

| 
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tuguese army, In a word, he was obliged to issue not 
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would, howeyer, be future opportunities for speaking 
on that subject, and he should therefore decline going 
into it at present. It was useless to contend with 
France on ground were they could bring ten comba- 

tants against one of our’s. The Spaniards were not 
hearty in their own cause, or it was impossible for the 
Fiench to gain the supplies they received, "through a 
country which-dffords such great facilities for impeding 
them in their pfbgress, and obstructing them on their 
way. Atprageit ail immense expence was imposad on 
the country, as Lord Wellingtoa had to furnish the 
people he had brought from the villages with provisis 

as well as the population of Lisbon and the Por. 

less than from 4 to 500,000 rations daily. He did no 
bppese the Resolutions of the Noble Lo#d, he left them 
to be decided on by the wisdom of the House, and to 

s 

weet the judgment of the country. | by, 
~~Eord Castrercicy the determination of 
Ministers to adhere to the plan which he had first in. 
troduced of recruiting the army by drafts from the 

be sustained so as to crush any idea of invasion, and 
ba NB | J 

at the same time furnish a large disposable force, with. 
“out the people of this country feeling any 
many of its defenders leaving our shores. Hé conceiv. 
‘ed, that the army now v employed in Portogal was as 

ht a.great permanent increase to 
the security of Ireland, and of the Enpire, would ke 
produged by a certain interchange of the Militia of the 
two countries, SEs 

Some took place betwedn’ Mr. Winnr- 
‘wiesp and Lord Palmerstones the former of whom tated, that in the eveut of the frish Militia being em- 
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cruiting ; the produce o which, however, must beconfi. 

ried within certain limits ; for when the price of labour, 

ular recruiting had to encoun. 

Mr. Herseat and General Stewanr warmly sap- |


