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Houst.or Rerresentarives, January 149 1811. :

The House took up the Bill to enable the People of

Orleans to form a Constitutionand State Government,
Jnd for the admission of thatStateinto the Uuion,ion '

and othérs.
Mr. Jouxsox said he had listened to the olyjections

against extending the right of self.government to the

territory of Orleans with great anxiety. . So long as
the measure was subject to:modification and amendment
(said be) I felt disposed to remain silent. Buf the ques.
tion pow presented is, shall the bill
the territory will be authorised to form a State govern.
ment upon certain conditions. The conduct of the Uni.
ted States towards this territory
hberal generous. T'he conduct of the people deserved

' This disposition on the part of the United States |
has created in that people a love of independence, and |
a copfidence that every reasonable request would be |
complied with.
The power to erect themselves into anin nt State.
Isthis unreasonable? Isit unnatural that freemen should
seek the right of political self-government at their ex-
pence, and not ours? Do they present a paperin one
hand and a threat in the other? No, Sir, they approach
you as respectful memoralists asking a faver and not
even demanding a right. ‘What reasons of state then
have we o disappoint the just expectations of this im.
portant territory? The principles of every State Con.
stitution in the Uniop, the pelitical creed so often pro.
fessed on this floor, the sentiments of freedom as often

~ expressed, and the articles of the federal constitution

which circumscribe our powers, all unite to enforee the
claims of this territory to state sove . I’ cannot,
1 will not therefore,
es of these people. By a change afuﬁductﬁn‘ym
I will not be instrumental in changing to enmity the
deep rooted attachment of these people to this country,
aud our republican institutions, The 30th day of April,
1803, the United States acquired the territory of Loui.
siuna, the Orleans being a part, by a convention enter.
ed into with France at Pm which convention was
“ratified:by the President of the U. States and the Senate,
and the
ney. The people of the Orleans territory have been
incarporated into the Union by purchase and adopfion,
and are entitled to all the rights of American eitizens,—
The 3d article of said treaty specifies—<¢ That the in.
halitants of Louisiana, the ceded territory, shajl be in.
corporated into the Union of the United States and ad.
mitted as soon as possihle, aecording o the principles
of the federal constitution, to the enjoyments of all the
rights, adnnugu and immunities of citizens of the
United States.””  We are thus solemnly bound by coms
pact to admit this tecritory into the Union as a State,
s So0n as e, consistent with the constitution of
the United'States. 'What principle of the constitufion
will be violated by their admission into the Union as a
State? In fact, we are bound by the principles of the
consfitution ; we are bound to the people of ‘the Uni.
ted States; we are bound by comscience; and we are
bound hyaltill more sacred tie o Him who gave ws .
dependence to extend the blessings of liberty to these
people whenever'it is practicable,—But the undefined
limits of this territory have furnished groand for seri..
ous: objection. - The western and southern boundary
remain subjects of-dispute betweenthe United States
and Spain, and it is apprehended, that it will produce
a collmen with a foreign power to erect this territory
into a State. The ingenuity of the gentleman from
Connecticut bas discavered this difficalty, but his infor-
mation has furnished an answer, . The present state of
thiags will prove the reverse of this position. Whyhas
wot the territorial government prodoced this. collision
with a foreign power? The denm
has extended as far as to the west and the south as will
be given to the state government ; the state sovereignty,
as to the extent of country, will be
same words in which the territorial aova'dgnty has
been exercised without war with a foreign po
the danger is ideal and the imagination'
employed to embarrass with groundiess fears upon a
subject of so mach

government, the dispute as to if ff“ ex.
ist, is a national dup-uto be m
In the year 1782, the United Statésand
entered into a provisional

Great.Britain acknow

for the first time, the so-

ngress made provision for the purchase 1100 |

pass—Dby ‘which

hrsbeen mﬁmmmous-, »

These people ask a faver—what is it? ‘J

g S e e e

Mr. Macon, md many other mmbers advocated the
passage of the bill, which was eppooed by Mr. Pxﬂ:m, |

|

| ed, Great-Britain contended for the river wlnch would
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“3d, ofthafeﬁttdcomhtﬁmitmstatad that new
Shmm belﬂmiﬁedby theCongressaftheUmtad
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e into the Union is givento & :
Intheﬂduﬁcfe Mmmé thdtthe us}erqbotmda If thhpowerugwen to the

people of the United

Ty between the United'States and the British préviuces | ih Congress agsembled, by what fiat are the

people of

should be formed by & line'drawn dlong the middle of | the vast purchase of Lom'naaa to be deprived of their
the river 8¢, Oroéx from its moath in the Bay of Fun. | freedom ? - By what law of nature are they to be held in
dy to its source, and thente to'the high lauds which political bondage; and by what article in thaConm

divide tho waters of the St, Libraneé and the ftlantic.
Suboequmt to the date of ‘the treaty of peace, doubts
arose as to the souree And run of §¢, Croix, as fatended
by thetreaty. Two waters. were Kaown by the same
name, which is ot unifrequent, and, ns was to be expect-

tion are these people disfranchised ; I envy not the spi-

rit which dictated this sentiment of

hen, and not by that spirit of in nce wlnch
should be chotuhed by us.all. Bt they are Freuch.
meh—that is their crime; They are American citizens,
atid they deserve the name. l will venture to say that
| there-are as many lovers of England and
narchy, as there are lovers. of France and
potism in the United States, and as
rland in as ny square miles in the.
overs of France in this territory. |

give them the most territor , as did the f] S. Tor that
water bearinz the name of ¢. Cror that would extend
the limits of the United States. This dispute arose
from these facts and remaitied unsettled until the year
1794, when Jav's treaty Was entered into, and by mn.
toal agreement commissioners wereagr pointed to recelvc

rench des.
lovers of En.

Jnited Stlta,

must remain in a statd

'o""It .
was dictated by @ spirit of hatred to ﬁirmwe and gi

hsh mo. .

téstimiony and finally settléu

tween the two nations, which was.done, wﬁhbut pro-
ducing war or without the state bor&rhvg the river
St. Oroiz objecting to'sach a p ni
example still more in point, and which nwst béknown
to this house, and with the power of Spainthe fery na.
tion who dispmtef the boundary of th
ry to the west and south. ‘T mean ‘the utidettléd and
undefined limits of Georgiu to the south dud west bor.
dering on theSpanish provinces of East and West

rida, and which was a sub ect of dis
and the ‘United States, unﬂl the treaty of 1795 with that
power: the 2d artiele of which treaty defines the boun-

| dary between the state of (Feorgia and the Spanish pro-

withhold nl unctiorﬁom the wish.

gminthemy‘ f

cat. Britain f'
treaty. Ja the first article |

e — et e e e bt ~—

vinces of East and West F‘o i ;and by the 3d arti- mﬁoot’. The péople of this termm:y lunnot qnly
cle commissioners were appointed hm the line and ish for inde , but. ¢ hm he capacity
v. Uiitil this treaty mtb ad

fix the , of 1795’ :
it is well kown that Spain had possession of Natthes
and several other places in the territory of the United
States, and the Spanish troops and the govéernor were
aceordingly removed, 'This I presume should satisfy
us uper this head. “Fvery treaty in your statute books
proves the practice of nations in séttling controversey,

These several fredties to which I have adverted have
embraced a vitst variety of subjects of dispute. The

1 subject of contraband gootls, the definition 6f a blocka-

ded port, the duties (xpcm merchandize and tonnage, are
disputes of thé commereial kind, which nations settle
by negotiation and war, and in character fhere is no
differenc®in commermal and in territorial disputes,—
Sometimes a dispute may embrace a few acre$ of soil

‘havean-

ue’bogndary be-

J

.Sir, attend to the happy. effect of thté measure as it

| Tes ii)ects. the. United States; we get rid of. the trouble
| an

expence of the.territorial government; we shall no
longér be embarrassed with territorial petitio

terr“tonll regulqttons -we_shall .no long
monstrances

ns, and

Orleans territo- hei

pute between S dm |

against the government and officers,
ther the cries of the inj nor the clamors of ene

| vy will astail us; the% s will be managed by the
he 36:“

State government. of this measure uporn
“the peo le of the terntory will be still more beneficis
al and sa’lutar at a crisis so interesting to the Ameris
can people.. Kyery man has a desire for freedom,—

y dint, of experience man will become er

: g'd the lig ht of his ow3 errors he will become win

tf; : Q"h'ﬂ RM nearc ”6 

but they have in part enjoyed the subltm« Tbey :

have been some time Legislative people. ' Their eman.
cipation from g territerial government will lnva amost

happy influence upon the morals, the character and
the intelligence of the people. - Merit will soon be. the
test of promotion aud a noblé emulation will check an
inordinate passion for gain. The spirit of Iibcryy will
soon animate every bosom ;and the mind will seeits own
enlargements. It will i increase the physical farce of
the nation, and it will arm the people wiﬂl l“dontl
weapons of self preservation. .-

Thus, Sir, I ha.ve endeavered. to pmﬁe tht no tetiodt
objection can he urged to the of this bill,

that by its. passage ; you - exten the blessings of mde.

unimportant ihany po'im of view, and less important | pendence to a and respectable ierntory witheut
thay many commertial rights—at other times & territo. | ab sdg the right of others.
rial dispute may rise to ini m‘um as embracing a most | R, Q INCV (of Hanadbmcm, )

viludble tract of couritry, In Which cases sometimes
the dispute iay differ as to its intrinsic importance, but
ot in its chmcter and this nation will not so fat con.
sult the will of any other, as to keep in political chains

Then addressed the Honse as follows ;< -, iy

Mr. Sreaxsr. 1 addreess you, Sir, with an
and distress of mind, with me, wholla unpmﬂn

Thé friends of this bnll seem to co it as the exer-

any portion of our cmzeﬁs. “This dnpute may exist | cise of a common power ;.as an o my affair ; a mere
unitil the present generdfion shall be grey with age. municipal regulation wh:ch they expect “’&9‘?‘“ withe

Bat the people asK "us for the rlght of self.govern. | ont otherquestmns thanthose concerning details. ; But,
ment, and we grant it upon conditions which es it | Sir, the principle of this bill aﬂ'mn the khu.

a great favor to'us that ﬁle Orleans territory will be.

ties and. rights of the whole people of the United States:

come @ State vpon those conditions. The acceptance | To me it appears, that it wonld justify a revolution in
of these people on these conditions is the highest evi. | this country ; and that, in no great, loagdn of time, may
dence of their worth and merit, In 12 months t!me produce it. . When I see the zeal and. perseverancey
people amounting to 60, bwmlrmuuf nand o with which this bill bas béen urged along. its parliamen-
a$ # right, what is asked of mﬂ as a favor: Tbelst tary path, when I know the local interests and associa.
condiﬁon rib=d, is that public lands be‘ongmg t pro;eéts, which combine to pramote its suecess,all
to the United: St:tn shall e'er ain exempt from | oppesitiontoit seemsmmfutly availing, Lamalmost
taxation. ‘This wonld have been a source of great re- to leave, without a strug my coantay to itq
venue to this people, and which could n&thave  beea | fate. - Bat, Sir, whhthmukfe,tbqnhbpe, So long
considered dnreasonable if taxed, as the lands belo as the fatal shaft has not yet sped, if beaven so willy the
to individuals. Condition is, that all the legislative, bow may be broken and the vigor of the mischief-+me
judicial and executive sedings shall be carried on dmﬁw arm withered, lftberd be a man-in this House,
mtbe ish ] or. Mon,vhocbambudneomm,tm!bmh
tion proves ‘their lov Iof berty, their we are assembled, as the chief stay of bis hope, as the
saérifice prejudices shrine of t, which is destined to gladden his own day, and fo
:mwim to B{ r even the bomofthgrue, by the prespeet-i¢
M”’ ? | W

magnitude. Bat 1 will prove the | mtle m&m
objection groundleas—-mumrhl or a state

«&mm and | g

Wofﬁbagj

ombf children, I fall not: behind him in- sack
vn.l yield to no man, in attachment to this
in v  for the sages whe laid  its
‘ wqgmmmmm
nt and constitpte its. proportions; W hat then
ﬁnlnmv&m the fe
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