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bath economy and success, in what appertains to the ar. 
. ny and the war, is equally inculcated by the examples 

of other countries, and by the experience of our.own. 
A revision of the militia Jaws for the purpose of ren- 

dering them more systematic and better adapting them 
fo the emergencies of the war, is at this time particus 
larly desirable, Sd! Sp 

| Of the additional ships authorised to be fitted for 
service, two will be shortly ready “to szil: a third is 
under reptif, and delay will be avoided in the repair 
“of the residue, . Of the appropriations for the purchase 
of materials for shipbuilding, the greater pirt has been 

=applied to that ‘object, and the purchases will be con. 
tinued with the balance, | 
The enterprising spirit which has characterize 

“naval force, and its success both in restraining insults 
and depredations on our eoasts, and in reprisals on the 
enemy, will not fail to recommend an enlargement of it. 

There being reason to believe that the act prohibit. 
ing the acceptance of British licenses, is not a sufficient 
guard against the use of them for purposes favorable 
to the interest and views of the enemy ; fuither provi. 
sions on that subject are highly important, Nor is it 
less so, that penal enactments should be provided for 
cases of corrupt and perfidious intercourse with the 
enemy, not amounting to treason, nor yet embraced by 
any statutory provisions, 
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A considerable number of American vessels, which 
were.in England when the revocation of the Orders in 
Council took place, were laden with British manufac. 
tures, under an erroneous impression that the non.im. 
portation act would immediately cease to operate, and 
have arrived in the United States. It did riot appear 
proper to exercise, on unforeseen cases of such magni. 
tude, the ordinary powers vested in the Treasury de. 
partment, to mitigate forfeitures, wi hout previously 
afiording to Congress an opportunity of making on the 
subject such provisions as they may think proper, In 
their decision they will doubtless equally consult what 
is due to equitable considerations and to the public 
interest; 
The receipts into the Treasury, during the year end. 

ing on the 30th September last, have exceeded sixteen 
millions and a half of dollars; which have been suffici. 
ent to defray all the demands on the Treasury to that 
day, including a necessary reimbursement of near three 
millions of the principal of the public sum of near 
5,850,000 dollars, received on account of the leans au. 
thorized by the acts of the last session: the whole sum 
actually obtained on loan amounts to eleven millions 
of dollars, the residue of which being receivable subse. 
quent to the 30th September last; will, together with 
the current revenue, enable us to defray all the expen. 
ses of this yedr, 
The duties on the late unexpected importations of 

British manufactures, will render the revenue of the | 
ensuing year more productive than could have been an. 
ticipated. 
The situation of our country, fellow.citizens, is not 

without its difficulties, though it abounds in animating 
considerations, of which the view here presented of our 
pecuniary Fesources is an example. With more than 
one nation, we have serious and unsettled controver. 
sies; and with-one, powerful in the means and habits 
of war, we are at war. T'he spirit and strength of this 
nation are nevertheless equal to the support of all its 
rights, and to carry it through all its trials, They can 
be met in that confidence. Above all, we have the in. 
estimable consolation of knowing, that the war in 
which we areactually engaged, is a war neither of am. 
bitioni wor of vain glory; that it is waged, mot in viola. 
tion of the rights of others, hat in the maintenance of 
our own; that it was preceded by a patience without 
example; under wrongs, accumulating without end; 
and that it was finally not declared until every hope of 
averting it was extinguished, by the transfer of the Bri. 
tish sceptre into mew hands clinging to former Coun- 
cils; and until. declarations were reiterated to the last 
hour, through the British Envoy here, that the hostile 
edicts against our commercial rights and our maritime 
independence would not be revoked; nay, that they 
could not be revoked, without violating the obligations 
of GGreat.Britain to other Powers, as well as her own 
interests, — Fo have shrunk, under such circumstances, 
from manly resistance, would have been a degradation 
blasting our best and proudest hopes—it would have 
struck us from the high rank, where the virtuous strug. 
gles of our fathers had placed us, and have betrayed 
the magnificent legacy which we hold in trust for future 
generations. [It would have acknowledged, that the 
element, which forms three-fourths of the globe we in. 
habit, and where all independent nations have equal 
and common rights, the American people were not an 
independent people but colonists and vassals.—It was 
at this moment, and with such an alternative, that war 
was chosen. The nation felt the necessity of it, and 
called for it. The appeal was accordingly made, in a 
Just cause, to the just and all.powerfal Being who holds 
in his hand the chain of events and the destiny of nati. 
ons. It remains only, that faithful to ourselves, en. 
tangled in no connexions with the views of other pow. 
ers, and ever ready to accept peace from the hand of 
Justice, we prosecute the war with united counsels, and 
with the ample faculties of the nation, until peace be $0 obtained, and as the only means, under the divine blessing, of speedily obtaining it. ‘ 

OVEMEER 4, 1812, JAMES MADISON. 
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DOCUMENTS 
Which accompanied the Prefident’s Meffage to Congrefs. 

LETTER. : 
Mr. Ruffel to Lord Caftlevearh. My Lord—It is a neceflary, 1 well, to call the at. tention of your Lordfhip 10 a review of the conduct of the government of the United States to prove ifcontrovertibly is increaling anxiety to mainiaia the relaucns of peace and 
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friendibip with Great-Britain, Its patience in fuffering 

the many wrongs which it has received, and us perfeve- 

rance in endeavoiiring by amicable medns to obtain redrefs, 

aré known to the world. Defpairing at length of receiv- 
ing this redrefs from the juflice of the Britifh government, 
to which it had fo often applied in vainand feeling that a 

“further forbearance would be a virtual furrender of inter. 

efls and rights elfential to the profperity and independance 
of the nation confided to its proteflion, it has been com- 

pelled to difeharge its high duty by an appeal to arms, 
While, however, it regards this courfe as the only one | 
which remained for it to purfue with a hope of prelerving 
any portion of that kind of charatler; which conflituies the 
vital firength of every nation; yet it is fill willing to give 

~ another proof of the fpirit which has uniformly diftinguifh. 
ed its proceedings, by fecking to arrell, on terms confillent 
with juflice and honor, the calamities of war, It has 
therefore authorized me to flipulate with his Britannic Ma- 
jefty’s government, an armiftice to commence at or before 
the expiration of fixty days after the fignature of the in- 
ftrument providing for it, on condition that the orders in 
council be repealed and no illegal blockades be fubftituted 
to them, ard that orders be immedidtely given to difconti. 
nue the impreffment of perfons from American veflels, and 
to reflore the citizens of the United Sates already imprel- 
fed ; it being moreover well underflood that the Brigith 
Government will aflent to enter into definitive arrange. 
ments, as foon as may be, on thefe and every other differ- 
ence, by a Treaty to be concluded either in London or 
Wathirigton, as on an impartial confideration of exifting 
circumftances {hall be deemed molt expedient, 
‘As an inducement to Great-Britain to difcontinue the 

practice of impreffment from American vellels, | am au- 
thorifed to give affurance that a law fhall be paffed (to be 
reciprocal) to prolubit the employment of Britfh feamen, 
in the Public or commercial fervice of the United Siates. 

It is fincerely believed that {uch an arrangement would 
prove more efficacious in fecuring 10 Great-Britain her 
feamen than the prattice of impreffment fo derogatory to 
the fovereign attributes of the United States, and fo incom- 
pauble with the perfonal rights of their citizens, | 

Your Lordthip will not be furprifed that I have prefent.- 
ed the revocation of the orders in council as ‘a preliminary 
to the fulpenfion of hoflilities, when it is confidered that 
the at of the Britith government of the 23d of June laft 
ordaining that revocation, is predicated on conditions, the 
performance of which is rendered impraéticable by the 
change which is fince known to have occurred in the rela- 
tions between the two countries, It cannot now be ex- 
pected that the government of the United States will im- 
mediately on due notice of that afl, revoke or caufe to be 
revoked its afts, excluding from the waters and harbors of the 
U. S. all Brith armed veflels, and interdiéting commerci- 
al intercourfe with Great-Britain, Such a procedure 
would neceflarily involve confequences too unreafonable 
and extravagant to be for a moment prefumed. The or. 
der in council of the 23d of June laft will therefore accord- 
ing to its own terms be null and of no effe@, and a new 
aft of the Britifh government, adapted to exifling circum- 
flances, is obviousty required for the effectual repeal of the 
orders in council of which the United States complain, 
The government of the United States confiders indem- 

nity for injuries received under the orders in council and 
other edifls, violanng the rights of the Ameritan nation, (o 
be incident to their repeal, and it believes that fatisfaétory 
provifion will be made in the definitive treaty, to be here- 
after; negociated, for this purpofe, | 
The conditions now offered to the Britith Government 

| 

for the termination of the war by an armiflice as above flat- 
ed, are {o moderate and jull in themfelves, and fo entirely 
confliflent with itsinterelt and honor, that a confident hope 
is indulged that it will not hefitate to accept them, In fo 
doing it will abandon no right ; it will facrifice no interefts ; 
it will abflain only from violating the rights of the Untied 
States, and ia return it will reftore peace with the power, 
from whom in a fticndly commercial intercourfe fo many 
advantages are to be denived, 

Your Lord{hip:is undoubtedly aware of the ferious d:f- 
ficuliies with which the profecution of the war, even for 
a fhort period, mufl necellanly embarrafs all future attempts 
at accommodation. —Paflions exafperated by injuries—alli- 
ances or conquells on terms which forbid their abandon- | 
ment—will inevitably hereafter embitter and protratt a 
conteft whic might now’ be fo eafily and happily termi- 
nated, | ; 

Deeply imprefled with thefe truths I cannot but per- 
fuade myfelf that his Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent 
will take into his early confideration the propofitions, herein 
made on behalf of the United States, and to decide on them 
in a {pirit of conciliation and juflice, 

I have the honor ro be, with high confideration, my Lord, 
your Lordfhip’s moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed) JONA, RUSSELL, 
To the right hon. Lord Vifcount Cafllereagh, &3c. E3c, 

0 
Lord Cafilereagh to Mr. Rujffll. 

Foreign Office, Auruft aq. 
S1 Rr Although the diplomatic be icon 8 

governments have been terminated, by a declaration of war 
on the part of the United States, I have not hefitated, under 
the peculiar circumflances of the cafe, and the authority un. 
der which you act, to fubmit to the Prince Regent the pro. 
pofitfon contained in your letter of the 24th nfl, for a fuf- 
penfion of hoftilines, 

From the peried at which your inflruftions mufl have 
been iffued, it is obvious, that this overture was determined 
upon by the government of the United States, in ignorgnce 
to the order in council of the 29d June lafl, and as st 

dition fet forth in your letter, it only remains for me to ac. 
quaint you that the Prince Regent feels himfelf under the 
necellity of declining to accede to the propofitions therein 
contained, as being on various grounds ablolutely 1nad- 
mifiible, 
As foon as there was reafon to apprehend that Mr, Fof- 

ter’s functions might have cealed in America, and that 

in. 
form me that you are not at liberty to depart from the con- | 

{equence of war being declared, from the United States: - before the abovementioned order of (he 
the infiruétions confequent thereupon, pt a 
‘ed Bim; meafores were taken for authorizing (he Britith Aduhirdl on the American Station, to propofe to the Uni ir States an immediate and reciprocal revocation of gl h ila orders, with the tender of giving full effect, in the ie hoflilities being difeontinued, to provifions of the faid orge upon conditiohs therein [pecified, ¢ oo - From this latement yod will perceive that the view yoy 

the preient flate of the relations bétween the two countr the operation of the order of the 2 3d June, can only be'de. feated by a refufal on the part of your government to defi from hoflilities, or to comply with the conditions expre fed in the faid order, 
Under the circumflances of your having no powers to ne. gociate, I mult decline entering into a detailed difcuffion of 

have taken of this part of the (ubject is incorreét § and that in 
es, 

the propofiiions which you have been directed to bring - 
forward, 

I cannot however, refrain on one fingle point from ex. 
prefling my {urprife ; namely, thar, as a condition, prelimi. 
nary even to a fufpenfion of hoflilities, the government of 
the United States fhould have thought fit to demand, . thay 
the Britith government thould defift from its ancient and 
accuftomed practice of imprelling Brinth feamen from the 

~ merchant thips of a foreign fate, (imply on the affurance 
that a law fhall hereafter be paffed to prohibit the employ. 
ment of Brutith feamen in the public or commercial fervice 
of that fate, : | 

The Britifh government now, as heretofore, is ready to 
receive from the government of the U, States, and amicably 
to difcufls any propofition which profefles to have in view 
either to check abufe in the exércife of the praétice of im. 
prefilment, or to accomplith by means lefs liable to vexation 
the object for which impreflment has hitherto been found 
neceflary, but they canna confent to fufpend the exercife 
of a right upon which the naval firength of the empire main. 
ly depends, until they are fully convineed thit means can 
be devifed and well adopted, by the which the obje& to 
be obtained by the exercife of that right tan be effeftual. 
ly fecured, I have the honor to be, fir, 

Your moft obd’t humble {ervant, 
(Signed) CASTLEREAGH, J Ruflll, Efy. &c. 

0 
Correfpondence between Sir John Borlafe Warren 

and the Secretary of State, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, September 30. 

S1r—The departure of Mr, Fofter from America, has 
devolved upon me the charge of making known to you for 
the information of the Government of the United States, 
the fentiments entertained by his Royal Highnefs the 
Prince Regent, upon the exifting relations of the two 
countries, 

You will obferve from the enclofed copy of an order in 
council, bearing date the 23d June, 1812, that the orders . 
in council of the zh of January, 180%, and the #6ih of 
April, 1809, ceifed to exifl nearly at the fame time that 
the Government of the United States declared war againit 
his Majefly. 

Immediately on the receipt of this declaration in London, 
the order in council, of which a copy is herewith inclofed 
to you, was iffued, on the g1ft day of July, for the em- 
bargo and detention of all American Ships, 

Under thefe circumflances, 1 am commanded to propofe 
to your government the immediate ceffation of hofhilities 
between the two countries, and I fhall be moft happy to 
be the infirument of bringing about a reconciliation, fo ine 
terefling and beneficial to America and Great- Britain, 

I therefore propofe to you that the Government of the 
United States of America fhall inflanily recal their letters 
of marque and reprifal againft Britifh (hips, together with 
all orders and inflructions for any alls of hoftility whatever 
againft the territories of his Majefty, or the perfons or 
property of his Subjects; with the underflanding, that im. 
mediately on my receiving from you an official affurance 
to that effe@, I thall inftruét all the officers under my com- 

~ mand to defilt from correfponding meafures of war, againft 
the thips and property of the United States, and, that [ 
fhall tranfmit without delay correlponding intelligence to 
the feveral parts of the world where hofliliies may have 
commenced. The Briuth commanders, in which will be 
required to difcontinue hofliliies, from the receipt of fuch 
nolice, 

Should the American government accede to the above 
propofal for terminating hoflilities, I am authorifed to ars 
range with you as to the revocation of the laws which ine 
terdict the commerce and {hips of war of Great-Britain 
from the harbors and waters of the United States; in de- 
fault of which revocation within fuch reafonable periods as 
may be agreed upon, you will obferve by the order of the 
231 June the orders in council of January, 1807, and 
April, 1809, are. to be revived, 
The ofhicer who conveys this letter to the American 

coaft has received my orders to put 10 fea immediately up 
on the delivering of this defparch to the competent autho- 
rity ; and I earneflly recommend that no-time may be loft 
In communicating to me the decifion of your government, 

perfuaded as I feel that it cannot but be of a nature to lead 
to a fpeedy termination of the prefent differences. 
The flag of truce which you may charge with your re- 

ply will find one of my cruizers at Sandy Hook, ten days 
after landing this defpatch, which | have diretted to call 
there with a flag of truce for that purpole. 

I have the honor to be, with the bigheft confideranion, 
fir; your moll obedient and moft faithful humble (ervant, 

~ JOHN BORLASE WARREN, 
riers of the Blueé, and Commander 
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My. Munrosto Sir F. B. Warren, 
Department of State, O&ober 27, 1812 

S1r—T have had the Honor to receive yout letter of the 

30th ult, and to fubmit.i to the conlideration of the Prefidenty 

fary 1 

ed, 
again{ 

other 
protef 


