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¢% Just as our Paper was put to Press yesterday aﬁernbon, we were hafided, by a friend, the f’o"dﬁdgi Message of
the, President of the United States to Congress, on the 1st of June jnstant," as also the Declaration of WAR on the
part of the United States. of America, against Great-Britdin and Ireland, and their dependencies, passed on the 18th

instant, which we deem sufficient to lay before our readé
| Iae el o i ¢ LRC

- BOSTON, Juw~e 23. ]
WASHINGTON, Junt 18, 4 o'clock, ». M,
7 The injunélion of secresy was about an hour ago re-
moved from the following Meflage and A&, The Re-
port of Manifeflo which preceded the aét is wo long for

'prcs:m pub&icatioo.

 MESSAGE. ‘ 1
T the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States. 0

I communicate to Congress certain documents, bei_n‘h:
continuation of thofe heretofore Jaid before them, on t
subjeft of our affairs with Great-Britain, |
Without going back beyond the repewal in 1803 of the
war in which Great-Britain is engaged, and omitting unre-
paired wrongs of inferior magnitude, the c.onduﬂ of her
government presents a series of als boltile to the United
States as an independent and neutral natioh, Bt S
Britifh cruisers have been in the c_ominueJ praéice' of
violating the American flag on the great highway of nan-
ons, and of seizing and carrying off persons sailing under
jt; not in the exercise of a ‘belligerent nght, founded on
the law of nations againfl an enemy, but of a mounicipal
prerogative over Bruifh subjefls. . Brulh jurisdiftion is
thus extended 1o neutral veflels in a fituation where no laws
can operate but the law of nations and the laws of the
country to which the vellels beiong ; and a self redress is
aiTumed, which if Britilh subjefts were wrongfully detained
and alone concerned, is that subflitution of force for 3 re-
sort to the responfible sovereign, which falls within the de-
Enition of war. Could the seizure of Britilh subjefls, in
such cases, be regarded as within the exercise of a bellige-
gent right, the acknowledged laws of war, which forbid an
article of captured property to be adjudged, without a re-
gular invefligation before a competent iribunal,  would im-
perioufly demand the fairefl trial, where the sacred rights
of persons were at iffue, In place of sucha tmial, these
tighits are subje€ied to the will of every petty commdnder,
The praftice, hence, is so far from affe€ling Briufh sub-
jetls alone, that under the pretext of searching for these,
thousands of American citizens, under the safeguard of pub-
Kic law, and of their national flag, have been torn from their
country and from every thing dear to them ; have been diag-
ged on board {hips of war of a foreign nation, and exposed,
under the severities of their discipline, to be - exiled to the
moft diflant and deadly climes, to rifk their lives in the bat-
tles of their oppreffors, and to be the melanchioly inflru-
menis of jaking away those of their own bretheen.
Againfl this crying enormity, which Great-Britain would
be fo prompt to avenge if committed againft herfelf, the
United Staies have in vain exhaufled remonfirances and ex-
poflulations. And that no proof might be wanting of their
conciliatory difpofitions, and no pretext left for a continu-
ance of the pradtice, the Britifh government was formally
aflured of the readinefs of the U, S. to enter into arrange-

ments, fuch as could not be rejetled, if the recovery of Bn-:

tith {ubjefls were the real and the fole objefl. The com-
munication pafled without effefl, |

Britifh crunfers have been in the prafice alfo of violating
the rights and the peace of our coafls. They hover over
and harafs our entering and departing commerce, . To the
mofl infulting pretentions they have added the moft lawlels
roceedings wn our very harbours ; and have wantonly fpilt
American blood within the fan&oary of our territorial ju-
rifdiftion.—The principles and rules enforced by that na-
tion, when a neutral nation, againfi armed veffels of belhi-
gerents hovering near Her coalls, .and diflusbing her ‘com-
merce, are well known, When called on, neverthelefs,
by the United States to punith the greater offences commit-
ted by her own veflels, her government has beflowed on
their commanders additional mrb(;klnd confidence.
Under preiended blockades, without the prefence of an
adequaie force, and fometimes without the praéticability of
applying one, our commerce has been plundered in every
fea ; the great flaples of our country have been cut off from
their legiimate markets; and a deficullive blow aimed at
our agricultural and maritime interefls, In aggravation of
thefe predatory meafures, they have been confidered as in
force from the dates of their notification ; a retrolpeétive ef-
fet being thus added, as has been dooe in other important
cafes, to the unlawfulnefs of the courfe purfued. And 10
render the outrage the more fignal, thefe mock blockades
have been réiterated and enforced in the face of official
communications from the Britfh government, declaring, as
the definition of a legal blockade, * that particular ports
muft be allually blockaded, and previous warging given to

velfels bound to them, not to-enter,” - &
inet of Great-Bri-

Not content with thefe expreflions
laying wafle our neutral trade, the *f Grew

tain reforted, at lengib, to the fweeping fyflem of blockades
under the name of Okders in Council, which'has been
moulded and managed, as might belt fuic its pohti

its commercial jeatoufies, or the avidity of Britith cruifers, |

To our mltmw the. ted and tran{-
by Great-Britain as a

cendant injuftice of &g

the orders were rel

neceffary retaliation on deerees of her enemy proclaiming:

a genecal blockade of the Britifh 1fles, at a time 'be! the |

naval force of what

y dared not to iffue
ports,: She was reqi :

- . - - - v

[ prior blockades,

in & Gazette Extra with all possible despatch.

w—-—-— : :

blocka unfupported ;iw an adequate naval force
attually applied and continued, were a bar to this plea ; that
executed edifls againfl millions of oyr property could not
be retaliation oo edifts confeffedly impoffible fo be execu-
ted ; that retaliation, to be jull, fhould fall on the party

| fetting the guiliy example, not on an innocent party which

was.not even chargeable with an acquiefcence in v, . .
When deprived of this flimsy veil for a prohibition of
our trade with her enemy, by che repeal of hus prohibition
of our Iudte with Great-Britain, her cabinet, infledd of a
corresponding repeal or a praflical discontinuance of its or-
ders, formally avowed a_determination to perfift in thein
.&gainﬂ the United States, until the markets of her enemy
ould be laid open to Britifh products} thus afferung an
obligation on a neutral power 1o require one belligerent to
encourage, by its_internal regulations, the trade of another
belligerent ; contradifting ber own praflice towards all na-
tions in Fuce as well as in wars; and betraying the infin-
cerity of those profeflions which inculcated ‘a belief that,
having resorted to her orders with regret, he was anxious to
| find an occafion for putting 4n end to them,
~ Abandoning flill more all respeft for the neutral rights
of the United States, and for its own confiflency, tke Bri-
tith government now demands as prerequifities to a repeal
of its orders, as they relaie to the United States, that a for-
mality thould be ogsgr\ved in the' repeal of the French Ce-
crees nowise neceflary to their termination nor exemplified
by Britifh usage ; and that the French repeal befides inclu-
ding thdt portion of the decrees which operates within a
territorial jurisdiftion as well as that which operates ot the
high seas againfl the commerce of the United States, fhould
not be a fingle special repeal in relation to the Unlitcd
States; but fhould be extended to whatever othier neutral
nations unconnefled with them may be affefled by those
decrees, oF U M Ay
And as an additional insult, they are called on for a for.
mal disavowal of conditions and pretentions advanced by
the French government, for which the United States are
so far from having been themselves responfible, that in q_f-
ficial explanations, which have been publifhed to. the world,
and in a correspondence of the American Minifler at Lon.-

don with the Britilh Minifler for Foreign Affairs, such a
responfibility was explicuit dnd cmphaticaﬁy disclaimed,
It has become indeed sufficiently certain that the com-
metce of the United Statesis to be sacrificed, not asinterfer.
ing with the belligerent rights of Great-Britain, not as sup-
plying the wants of her enemjes, which she herself supplies ;
but as interfering with the monopoly which she covets for
 her own commerce and navigation, She carries on a war
againfl the lawful commerce of a friend, that fhe may the
better carty on 3 commerce with an enemy, a commerce
polluted by the forgeries ind perjiries which are for the
mofl part the only paffports by which it can succeed,
Anzious to make every experiment_ fhort of the laft re-
fort of injured nations, the United States have witbheld
from Greai-Britain, under {ucceflive modifications, the be-
nefits of a free intercourfe with their market, the lofs of
whieh could not but outweigh the profits accruing from ber
refirition of oyr commerce with other nations, Ahd to en-
title thefe experiments to the more favorable confideration,
they were fo framed as tq enable her to place her adverfaty
under the exclofive operation of them., To thefe appeals
her government has been equally inflexible, as if willing to
make facrifices of every fort, raiher than yield 1o the claims
of juflice or renounce the errors of a falfe pride. Nay, fo
far were the attempts carried 1o overcome the attachment of
the. Britith Cabinet, to its unjull ediis, that it received
every encouragement, within the competency of (e Exe-
cutive branch of our government, to expect that a repeal of
them would be followed by a war between the U. States and
France, unlefs the French edifts thould alfo be repealed.
Even this commusication, although filencing for ever the
plea of a difpofition in the United States to acquiefce 1o
thofe edifls, originally the fole plea for them, received no
| attention, : |

1f no other proof exifled of a predetermination of the
Britith government againft a repeal of its orders, it might
be found in the correfpondence of the | Minifler Plenipo-
tentiary of the United Staies at London, and the Buoufh
Secretary for Foreign Affairs in 1810, on the queflion
whether the blockade of May 1806 was confrdered as in
force or as not in force. 1t had been afcersained that the

—

French government, which urged this blockade 2s the |

val, to repeal lbgt‘qcmtuhchbei;'ﬁ:ﬂo'dby alter-
pate repeals of the other offenfive edifls, might abolith
the whole fyflem on both fides. This inviu -ap&mnwy

ibing an objett | . States

ground of its decree, was willing, in the event of its remo-

! 3 - .‘ " , *
| ' ¢ revocation ot it ;
> | - - e

ipies of blockade,

8,

would have enabled the i]niml Statés fo demand from

France the pledged repeal of her decrees; cither with fuce -

vefs, in which cife the way would have been opened for a
general répeal of the belligerent edifls 5 ur without (uccef3,
in which cafe the United States would have been “juflified
19 (urning their meafyres egchxvely againft France,. The
Britth government wauld, however, neither refcind the.
blockade nor declare.its napn-exiflence not permit its non-
exifiéence to beinferred and affirmed by the American
Pleoipotenmiary,—QOn the contrary by “teprelenting the
blockade 10 be comprehended in the orders in council the
Unoited States were compelled fo to regard it in their fuble-
quent proceéedings, - i : : '

. There. was a period when a favorable change .in the po.
licy of the Bruith cabinet was juflly confidered as eflablith-
ed. The Minifler Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Ma-
| jesty here propofed an. adjullment of the differences more
immediately, endangering the harmony of the (wo countriés,
The propofition was accepted with a promptitude and cor«
diality correfponding with che invariable profeflions of this
government, A foundaiion appeared to be laid for.a fin~
cere and lafling reconciliation. The profpeét, however,
quickly vanithed.' The whole proceeding was difavowed
by the Briufh government without any explananon which
could at that ume reprefs the belief; that the difavowal
nroceeded from a {pinit of hoflility to the commercial rights
and profperity of the United Statéss “And it has fince

come into proof; that at the very moment when the: public

Minifler was helding the language of frendihip, and ins -

{pited confidence in the fincerity of the negouation with

which he was charged, a fecret agent of hs government
was emiployed in intrigues, having for their objeét a {ub=

verfion of our government and a difmemberment of our
Happy Union, ‘

.+ In reviewing the condu@ of Great:Britain towards the
United States, our autention is neceflanly dfawn. o the
warfare jufl renewed by the savages on one of our extentive
frontiers§ a watfare which is known to spate heither age
oor sex, and to be diftinguithed by features peculiarly
fhocking to humanity, It is difficult to account for the
allivity and combinations which have for somé time been
developing themselves among the tribés in conflant iniere
course with Bruifh, traders and garmsons without cone
ne€ling their hofhility with that influence ; and without rea
colletimng the authenticated examples of such interpofitions
beretofore furnithed by the ofhicers and agents of that go-
vernment, .

Such is the spefacle of injuries and indignities which
have been heaped an our country ; and such the crisis which
its unexampled forbearance and concilistory effosts have
not been able to averte” It might at leall have been exw
pefted, thdt an enlightened nation; if less urged by, moral
obligations, or invited by (riendly,dispofitions on the part of
the United- States, would have found in its true interefls
alone 2 sufficient motivé to respect their rights and theic
tranquillity oo the high seas; thar an enlarged policy would
have favored that free and géperal circulation of commerce,
in which the Britifh nation is at all rimes imerefled, and
which in times of war is the beft allevianon of its calami’
ties to herself, as well as to other belligerents, and more es«
pecially that the Britith Cabinet would not for the sake of
a precariods and surrepuitious intercourse with “hosule
markets, have petsevered in a courle of mieasures which
neceffarily pur at hazard the invaluable market of a great
and growing lountry, difpofed to cultivate the muinal ad-
vantages of an aflive commerce,

Other councils have ﬁr;vailc(f. Our moderation and
conciliation bave had ne other effeét than to encourage per-
{everdnce, and to enlarge pretenfions, We behold our
fca-fuing citizens full the daly viflims of lawlefs violence
committed on the great common and bhighway of nations,
even within {ight of the country which owes them protetli-
on. We behold our veffels, freighted with the produls of
our foil and indullry or returning with the honclt
| proceeds of them, wrefled from their lawful deflinations,
confifcated by prize courts po longer the organs of public
law, bt the inflruments of arbitrary edifls ; and their un-
fortunate crews difp tfed and loft, or foiced or ipveigled in
Brivfh ports-inte g:julh &aa:¢M: arguments arc eme
ployed, in fupport of thefe aggreflions, which have no foun-
dation but in a principle equally fupposting a claim to regu~
late our external commerce in all cales whailoever,

'We behold, in fine, on the fide of Greai-Britain, a flate
of war againfl the United Siates; and on the fide of the
Un\izd States 2 flate of peace towards Great-Briain,

V hether the Ugtted States fhall continue paflive under

thefe progreffive ufurpations, and thefe acc umulaung wrongs 3
oy wpz

poling force. 1o force in defence of cheir natural tights,
fhall commit 2 jull caufe inid the hands of the Almighty Dif-
 pofer events; avoiding all connethons which aught en-
tangle it in the contells of views of other powers and pre-
ferving a conflant teadine(s 1o coneur in an honorabie re-
eflablifhment of peuc and friendth:p, 15 a {Slemn queflion,
which the cosfliution wilely confiders 10 the Legillanve
Departmeni of the government, la recommending it 10
their early deliberauions, I am happy 1o the aﬂ\g%pce. that
the decsfion will be worthy the enhighiened ard patniouc
councils of a viriuous, a free, and a powerful natien,
- Having prefcated wis view of the rclauions of the Ui,




