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BOSTON, Juxz 18, hat dur sea coast 'Olli d
TOWNMEETING., = | re protected, that the gldom

On Monday an adjonrned meeting on the subject of atest, might h relieved By the
the impending War, was held by the idhabitants of Mlotis, " But’ soller Bichdat

this town. The Committee appointed on Thursday
last, made a report. . The Hon, Mr. Oris and Cé(
Sum~er,. demonstrated the impolicy of the proposed
War, am the right of the People to endeavour by con.
stitationdl means to avert it. The Report, of which
the following is a copy, was then ac 3ok
The Co ee appointed by the Town of Boston to

{ake into consideration the preseit alarming state of

our public affairs, and report what measures, in their

opinion, it ts proper for the Town to adopt ot this
momendous crisis, respecifully Report: '

THAT the recent proceedings of the Govérnment of
the Uvited States, justify the belief, that measures of
direct hostility against Great.Britain have received the
sanction of one branch of the Legislature, and probas
bly hate already become law ; or if suspended, that they
will finally be resumed and enfor¢ed. While the tem.
per and views of the national administration are intént
upon war, and expression of the sense of this towd,
will of itself be quite ineffectual, either to avert this
deplorable calamity, or to accelerate & return of peace.
But believing, as we do, that an immense majority of
the people are iavincibly averse from a conflict equally
unnecessary, and menacing ruin to themselves and their
posterity ; convinced, as we are, that the event will
overwhelm them with astonishment and dismay; we
cannot but {rust that a general expression of the voice
of the people would satisfly Congress, that those of
their Representatives who have voted in favour of war,
have not truly represented the wishes of their constitu.
euts ; and thus arrest the tendéncy of their measures to
this extremity.

But should this be hopeless, it will enable the peo-
ple to combine their . operations, in order to produce’
by coustitutional means, a.change of men and measures,
and rescue the nation from ruin, From the commence.
mient of the system of commercial restrictions, the in.
habitaunts of this Town (inferior, we trust, to noge in
ardent patriotism and attachment to the union) have
appeared to render themselves obnoxious to the fitio.
nal administration and its ‘partizans in this Statey by
their foresight and predictions of their utter inefficacy,
destructive operations, and the ultimate tendency of
this unprecedented and visionary scheme. They could
discern in it nothing but a deliberate sacrifice of their
best interests, and a conformity to the views of France,
with whose system it co<operates, and whose approba.
tion it receives; and hostility to Britain, whose inter.
ests, it wounds, and whose resentment it was calculated
to excite, ,
termine whether the decrees and aggressions of the bel.
ligerént powers (which commenced with the European
war) would probably demand of the national honor
retaliation and resistance; of whether the ‘pecaliar cha.
racter of the war, and relative situation of our coun.
try, would justify a suspeasion of our resentments,
and an adherence to our pacific policy. In the one
case, the years which have elapsed should have been
accupied in warlike preparations, which would now
have been imposing and formidable. In the other
event, it was the dictate of sound policy, to protest
against the predatory systems which have annoyed our
commerce, and still to have pursued it by #ll practica-
ble means. But Government has adopted neither of
these courses, It has not prepared to vindicdte our
commercial rights upon the ocean, where alone they
are assailed; nor has it permitted the merchant to in.
demuify himself in any measure for the loss of that
commerce which is interrupted,; by a participation in
that which is left. "Buat by a strange and infatuated
policy, under the pretence of resisting the invasion
of maritime rights, it has debarred its own citizens
from the use of the ocean; and professing to avenge
thie injuries. it sustained from France and England, it
has aggravated them by its own ‘measures. The de.
orees of France, the edicts of England, and the acts of
Congress, though intended to counteract each other,
constitute in effect a triple league for the anunihilation
of American commerce ; and our own Government, as
if 'weary of waiting for a lingering dissolutien, hastens
to despatch the sufferer by the finishing stroke of a
British war, '

Had the policy of Government been inclined towards
resistance to the pretensions of the belligerents, by open
war, there could be neither policy, reason or justice in
singling out Great-Britain as the exclusive object of
hostility. If the object of war is merely to vindicate

our honor, why is it not declared against the first ag-
gressor? If the
to be waged

object is defence and success, why is it

to .
bet Orders in Coancil re.

=

It was for the National Government to de. |

against the adversary most able to annoy, |
Why at_the moment when |

circumistances, there will be no- stope for valour, no
fiéld fo enteprize, 16 €hance fof success; 1o hope of

hational glory, no prospect; bit of a wir agdinst Bris
tain, in aid Jﬁe common ;My"of the human race,
and in the énd an inglorious peace, in which our ally

will desert our interest and act in concert with our

infant Empire, by regulations in.which they will find a
common interest. If your committee dre correct in the
opinion that these sentiments are cherished by the great
body of the people, it i8 highly expedient that they
should be_expressed by them in their different towns
dnd couutiés, and that the most Ozdy and convenient
mode should be devised to give totheir will,

The power of the country is yet in the hidnds of the
people. Union, esergy and tesolution will cause the
public épinion to be respected. Our Constitution af-
fords the mieans of saving our country, by changing
the men and the measures, which have brought upon
us our present embarrdssments. It cannot be expected
that a gréat people will quietly conseut that those who
iepresent them should abuse their trust, and wantonly
expose them to ruin and disgrace. If then the people
who are opposed to the present system, will move with
one accord, and express their disapprobation ; if influ:
enced by a sense of théir dearest and vital interésts,
they will unite without party distinction to save their
Country from a foreign war, and what is still more to
be dréaded, a foreign yoke, ** now is'the appoluted time,
now is'the day of salvation.”” Butif ovériawed by pow.
er, humbled by suffering, or resttdined by erroneous
considerations, they will submit to be plunged into the
troubled ocean of Kuropean wars, the melancholy con.
solation will remain for the inhdbitants of Boston,
while they bow in subniission to the cruel destiny of
their Country, that they have omitted ne just occasion
to warn their fellow citizens of its approdch, ,

Wherefore your Committeerecommend for the adop.
tion of the town, the following RESOLUTIONS—

Whereas the proceedings of the National Govern.
ment afford reason to coaclude that it is their determi.
nation to involve our Countty in a war with Great.Bri.-
tain, and meetings of the people in d& few placés have
been held, at which measures have been adopted; and
sentiments expressed, calculated to induce goternment
to persevere in those hostile  dispositions; and it ap:
pedring desirable that the governmént should have full
information of the opinions and wishes of the people
—Therefore, ‘ | , _ ;

RESOLVED, That under existing circumstances the
inhabitants of this town most sincerely deprecate a war

with Great.Britain, as extremely injurious to the in.
‘ térests and happiness of the people, and peculidrly so
as it necessarily tends to an allidncé with France,
thereby threatening the subversion of their liberty and
independence. That an offensive war against Great.
Britain alone, would be manifestly unjust; and that a
war against both thie belligerent powers, would be an
| extravagant undertaking, which is not required by the
lionor or interest of the nation.

RESOLVED, That we view with just indignatiou,
and emotiong jnspiced by the love of our Country, the
outrages and aggressions which are offered to our law.
ful commerce ; and we beli-ve it is the duty of govern.
ment to commence dnd proceed with as much diligence
as the resources of our country will warrant, in provis
ding for its efficient protection by a naval force. And
we deemi all commercial restrictions as so many engines
of destruction, addpted to complete the ruin of that
portion of our commerce which escapes the rapacity of

foreign aggressors.
RES&VW, That ft is the true policy and duty

of this nation to adhere to an impartial veutrality—to
abandon commercidl restrictions—{o husband the re.
soarces of thé Country—and to indemify itself against
the losses to which its commerce is expésed in the pre.-
sent | r, by improving those casual advan.
tages which arise from this state of things, and which
cannot be expected in a time of profolu? peace. That
to abstain from efforts of impotent resentments, blind

b

————

rage or desperate policy, e de
oun to any foreign power; bat a conformity te necessi-
ties imposed on our Country by an overruling provi-
dence, for which our courage and patriotism are not
responsible.. That we should endeavour to ride out
the storm we cannot direct; and that te plange into the

would®Be a wanton and impious rejection

pealed whenever France shall rescind her decrees, is | lic men

Though we cannot discern

eagly, lo_ shackle and restrsin the commerco of our |
1

1temh, and of the success of which you will already have

¥, is not to be deemed sabmissi. |

‘merclal rights; for thé security of our peace, and for
‘ the election of such men to office, as will use their best
endeavors for the promotion of these objects, so essena
tial to the preservation of our constitution, to the seca.
rity of our union, and te the pmberig. of our conntry,
4 JOHN C. JONES, Chairman,

The foregoing report, having been repeatedly read

dnd debated, was voted to be accepted, A
s THOMAS DAWES, Moderator,
Attest— Taomas Cragx, Town.Clerk,

It was voted, that the Selectmen cause copies of the
above Report and Resolutions to be sént to every town
in the Commonwealth, | | | il

- Mpr. Randolph’s Letter. :
[The lat Wathingtoo papers furnifh the following ine
tlgrcﬂing';;e:h:f M. RA)!-DOL?; to bis Conflitgents,—
t is Wwobthy the serious auention of every reader '
larly all cool and fellecting democrats. ] ’«, o
, .. FROM THE SPIHIT OF SEVENTY §
To the Freeholders of Charlotte, Prince E;;:.rdi
Buckingham and Cumberlund, .
FELLOW CifiZENS | e

I dedicate 16 you the fol wing fragment, That it 2pe
pears in its present mutilated ape is to be ascribed to ihe
successful usbrpation which has reduced the Freedom of
speech in one Branch of the American Congress to an
empty name. It is now eftablithed for the frf time, and
in the pexion of yotir representative, gt the house may,

.

b 2

and will refusé 10 hear a membef in biidﬂue, of even to
receive & motion from hith upon the moft momentous sube
je€t thar can bé prefented for legiflative decifion—A fimi-
lar motion was brought forward gy the republican minority
n the year {7G8% before these modern inventions applied
the temedy.— We mull bid adieu to a free form of governa
ment forever, for the flifling of freedom of debate has now
been discovered. It was __diécuffcd as matter of 224t unul
it was abandoned by the mover in ¢onsequence of addition=
al information [the correspondenck of our Envoy at Paris
laid before Congress by (he Prefident, In ¢ the reign 01
fevror” the fathers of the fedition law had not the hardihood
to prescribe liberty of speech, much less the fight of free
debate on the floor of Congress. This invaion of the pub-
lic liberties was reserved for self-flyled republicans, who
hold your underflandings in such contempt as to flatter
‘ Ahemielves that you will overlook their every outrage upon
the great firft principles of free govetnment, in confidera-
tion of their proféflions of tender regard for the privileges
of the people, Tt iffor you 1o decide whether they have
undervalued your intelligence and spirit, or Whether they
have formed 2 juRt eflimate of your chara@ler., Yoa do not
tequite to be told chad the violation of  the rights of him
whom you have deputed to represent you is an invafion of
the rights of every than among you, of every individudl in
sotiety—1F this abuse be suffered to pass unredrefled, and
the people dlone are competént to apply the remedy—we
mufl bid adieu 10 4 free form of government, —
Having learned ffom various sources that a declaration
of 'war would be auempied on Monday next, with closed
doors, 1 deemed it my duty to endeavour, by any exercise
of my conflitutional funflions; 1o drrefl this héaviell of all
poffible calamities; and avert it from our bappy COUN(T Y o
I accordingly tmade the effort of which I now give you the

been informed before thefe pages can reach you.
tend only to give you the subllance of my unlniﬁed argiie
‘ment, . The glowipg words<—the_language of the heartiw
have pafled away wuh the occafion that called them forth,
| They are no longer under my controul, My deflign is fime
‘&_ﬁw submit t0 you the views which have induced me to
€onfider a war with England, under exifting circumfances,
a comporting neuher with e TwTeREsT nor the gonor
of the American people; bukas an 1DOLAT R 0US sACR 1=
r¥c & of both, on the altar of French rapacity; perfidy and
ambition, L |

* France has for years pall offered us rérms of undefined
‘icommcial arrangement; at the” price of 3 wir with Ede
gland, which hitherto we have not wanted firmness and vir-
tue 10 rejeet.  The price is pow o be paid, - We are 1ir
‘ ed of holding out—=and -following' the example of the nati-

§ prQ

“ons of confinenfal Europe; entangled in the ariifices, or
awed by the power o;ot’::e Mio’er of mankind ; we dre
| dominion, Before these pages méet your eye, the lall Re-
public of the earth will have enlifled wader the banners of
thi¢ tyrant and become 3 party (0 his cause.  The blood of
Americay freemien mufl Bow' fo céaent his power, 10 aid in
i dhog she laft Rruggles me atd persecuied man ; o

pain and Porcu.

{ deliver up into bis hai
gl n'clbb lifb his Empise over the ocean and oveér the

~And yer; my friends, we arc wld, as were wld in the
days of the mad ambition of Mr, Adams, “ PuAT THe

| PINGER. OF HEAVEN POINTS 70 WAK.” Yes, the

| finger of Heaven docs point o wae. . 1t points 16 war, as

it pomts 10 the manfions of eweinal misery and tortuce ; as

to desoluted Europe, and warns us of ihe chastisement of
ions. ¥ off-nded agaiofl the jutisce and al-

to come upon those ul fo dhe bounty of pr
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