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The subject of the Or. !ers it Council was again dis.
cussed last night, in_the House of Commens. It could
scarcely be gx that, after the repeated ample ciis-
cussion this questwa hns undgrgoue, any thing very .
povel could in this instance anse, and the resalt has
justified the opinion we were in this respect induced to
form of it.  Though we hiave not foilowed the diiler-
ent speakerd thirough their various elabordte and re-
peatediy ub’:ed argaments, we have still given cvery
thing either important, intemtmg or novel, that was
.dvauced on the occamm, and the decasuon of the
House, it will be seenm, is in perfect accordance with
the sentiments we have uniformly expressed upon the
subject. The House sat in debaté (il half past five
- this mor'ung, when a division took place—for Mr,
Brovcuan’s motion 144, u,ggunst it 216,

f()«»
HOUSE OF COMMONS, Mircu 3.
ORDERS IN COUNUIL,

Mr. BrouGsam said he rose in conseguence of a no.

:

fice he had given to bring forward a motion affecting g

the state of eur commerce and manufactures, a motion
which embraced so vast and so complicated a variety
of detail, that if he bad been aware of its extent at first,
be doubted mach whether he would not have consult.
ed his prudence and relinquished his undertaking, —
With such claims to the indulgence of the Iouse, he
would only preface his observations with observing,
thar Liis objact was to induce tha House to go intoa
Committee for the purpose of enquiring into this im.
portant matéer, He had to address himself to various |
descriptions of persous, all agrecing that the voice of |

this country was mnd in C;tm#aiut and he hoped all

di ﬂ'ereuce of opinbn emsted 'as to the csuses. of the
present distress, = Some ‘disapproved of the measures
of 1806, which were followed up by the Orders in
Council of 1807, Others who approved of the fur.
ther Orders in Council, might disapprove of the par-
ticular mode of retaxation which was adopted, “Others
“again, who regarded the original measures as a grand
experiment of counteraction to the policy of France,
would wish to examine its cffects. There was another

class, of which he must acknowledge himseif to be one,
who, having condenined the whole from the commence.

ment, were willing to shew that the predictions were |
fulfilled even beyond their most desponding expectati. |

Last of all, there was a class who, undervaluing |
ple of the Orders in Council.

0us,
the commerce and manufactures of the cousntry, sup. |
posed that nothing was to be apprehended while agri- |
culture was encouraged. To all those different clas. |
ses he had to address himself, and he lioped they would |
all concur in giving their voices for inquiry. His ob.
Ject was to enquire into the result of the experiment of
1807, and to ascertain whether it had oppressed or as-
sisted the enemy; whether it was not betler that we
should retrace our steps; or if we were to persist, that
we should adopt 2 more effectual, intelligible, and ope.
rative mode of enforcing our measures against the com-
merce of F'rance? Unless they were prepared to tell
the people that our presest evils were irremediable;
that they were such ws must be endured by patience,
rather than by hope, the House could not refuse the
proposed investigation, The system upon which we
bad so leng profeqsed to dct, was, in the outset, reta-
liation,

What then wis the Sy stem of the enemy up. : of Boudparte,
on which it was a retaliation? To sum up all in one | the pessession of such a feeling.

fatal seizure of chparte.

‘To them he had dech_ Qt was ﬁoo lltc i.n the
day to think of traue'” fm!ure oftbmcum.
merce was so much the ,5 for ¢ he would have
soidiers and peasants along.” IQ was also to be col.
lected from the publication ‘f M ngnuter, Tallepaud
in which he maintairned ﬂn apariority of agncu!ture
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to commerce since the stom'_,; 2riot
cy to unite men, the form °r

the latter having a tendency &

to separate, to du;pmt2 lﬁfi;tra,nquﬂhze them,
system was war. with commp ce; with. Wmmeroe »as
with llbprt) ;- with the mother as with the child; with
those principles which were l’ayanrable to the world
he hated ; and inimical to the powér he had usurped
e (Mr. Brougham) was | "dis sed to believe him
(Lonaparte,) or his new. D ke, upon their own
bare avowal, for it was ea.sy fo sumwse the case of a

Prince. and Minister. of K presenting such a com.

pound of nl.amy and fraud h the. war!d as to rendEr

vs the more guarded in pfopmon as t‘leu' yows and
oaths were more. pomwe ly& wful. Bat the System
of Boaparte being, from g e—udence of facts, such
as he_had dascribed; they were mext to enquirz, what
system it was nalural for. England to adopt oun_the
other hand. The. obvious pohcy of England was to
encourage commerc2 by df@c&m in her power, and
to eucourage the trade of péutrals, Not of the neu-
trals most contiguous to KFrance, and therefore most
exposed to -its power, but of thut neatrz] which was
separated from Krance by ucceqn, impassible to_her,
owning the same intercsts, and speaking the same lan.
guage with kngland, and heing the ounly nation, beside |
 ourselves, in which frecdom could be found ’ It was
lamentable to consider ha gentirely the reverse of these
measures was adopted. ‘We had not_only. not dope
R '_j “y’q bf that BOM!, b“t

to oblige them xmm’;dmtcly» to d;'chtesﬁm' qpe mle Qr
other. He should say nothing upon the negotiations | o
still pending with that Country, but could not help re.
gretting having heard on a late occagion, that the hopes
of a successful issue'were represented as slender. But
looking to the effects of the system we had pursued

they would find by the papers laid before the House in
1809, that the whole of the imports and exports of
1808 as compared with those of 1807, fell short by
no less an amount than fifteen millions. It was found
necessary in 1809, to substitute a blockade to a limi.
ted extent, which was done by the measure of the 6th
of Aprit in that year, This measure he contended was

in effect getting rid by ope sweep of the whole princi-
The principle was to

"cripple the French commerce, but this, by opening an

inlct to their commerce, defeated the principle. As to
the flourishing represeniations of our trade in 1809, he
would set against them the seizure of our vessels by ‘the
encmy in 1810, by which upwards of niné millions
sterling was lost to this country. The seven millioas
Droits of Admiralty which we had taken from our
{riends and natural- allies in the course of eighteen
years of war, was more thaa counterbalanced by this
He denied that Bonaparte
had gone on rmaxmg his decrees after the paring down
of our Orders in Council. In 1809 we relieved the
pressure on his commerce, and in 1810 he came out
with two measures, ten lhousand times more strict and
maore pressing on his commerce and our own, He ri.
dicoled the Bark Bill as an attack upon the humanity |

by pefsons who had always denied him |
He should next pro-

word, it was a system of hostility to commerce, a wish | ‘ ceed to siate thefacts on which his inferences were
to sacnfxte the trade of France to the destructxon of built, though the numberless petitions preparing in

It was true that, in some mo- |
- ments, while snﬁ'ermg under ‘the vexatlon of severe
naral losses, Bonaparte had expressed a wish for
“ ships, colomes, and commerce;” but ro sooner had

his mind resumed its tone, than he turned to the pro-
secution of his favourite pohcy of sacrificing, his own
trade to the ruin of ours. he (Mr. Brougham)
%2s disposed to go further, lng siy that he had a hos-
tility to commerce itself, without any view to us, as if
there tras something in its nature injurious to his views
Upon the liberties of mankind. The conseription itself
¥as inconsistent with trade; it was a sacrifice of com-
Merce to power, and the same dispositibn was mani-
fested in the various measures of his Government, as.
Well as in his answers to the petitions of his merchants.

T

many parts of the couutry*the list of bankruptcies,
which was doubled since the Orders in Council, the
list of the poor, which had increased in Luerpool to
sixteen times its former amoupt ‘were facts, which
would bear him out, even in the tpdh of the returns
upon the table. Ile could mot shut his ears to the
cries of the poor peeple; he could not be indifferent to
the petitions which would shertly come from Warwick. | a
shire, Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire, and parts of Scot.
land; nor could he look upon
Irnne, as of greater authority; he mght be called the
saviour of the nation ; the Gazettes migl ad
ed as mistaken ; the chntry m‘kt ‘held up as

rishing, commerclal and

ance of zll those proofs nuel‘y ‘which obtruded '

iod of the revolation;

l

returns of Mr. |

» but it must be in. dcﬁ-g 569

thmsolves daily before tbelr eyes. Bnﬁ »

 let them see. what was the state of

_ thi

in 1811, even by the documents of ;‘S’
Irﬂna himself, Tbe official value of t!w
exports for three quartérs nf tba uy |
1810, was £27,000,000. '
valug of the exports for the three Cor«
re;ponding quarters of the year 1811,
was ouly £16,000,000 being a faﬂing
of_BIl,OO0,000 in the three qu 5
and by calculation, a falling off of 1401; o
£15,000,000 in the whole year of offi, -
cial value “or about £21,000,000 - 3
value, The answer to all this, it seeted,
was, that there had been no considera
faumg off in the expo(t} [ las
compared with the exporfs o

would apgear, howeyer, that the dlﬂ'er,
ence was only £2,000,000 and that the
exports of the three guarters of 1810
were to the amount. of £9,000,000 less
than the exports of the three corress
ponding quarters of 1809. But he would

go back to a comparison with 1808; and

 the House would recollect that that was,
 the very worst year of exports. Tha

falling off of the exports of 1808 being
£15,000,000 as compared with 1807.,
In, the three qqqters of 1808 the exs
ports were £18,000,000. - In the thres,
quarters of 1811, £16 000,000 beivg &,
difference in ml value of £2 500,000
With respect to the exporis to houth,
America, the House had only the Cusa

tom.houaemrus, which conld noL be

é thpse retarns ttagpaar; , th -
cial, value of the exports in 1811, tm
Amenca exclusive of the United atates
and the West.l ndies, exceeded: those of,
the year 1807 by. etght millions. . How
little harmonious was this statement from
the Custom-house, with the actual situa-,
tlon of the Couutn ! Those who did.not,
pin their faith to Mr. Irvine’s books,

when they saw the wretchedness that
prevailed in the Country, could not help
suspecting that those exports went to a,
market not open to receive them. The
great excess of importation in the suce
ceeding year strongly confirmed this
sugpicion, lle proceeded to consider the
relaxation of the Orders in' Council un
der the name of Trade Licences, a relax.

| ation which showed a complete want of

_confidence in the success of the original
measures. The increase of the licences
was prodiﬂlous. In 1807, 1600 were
issued; in 1811, no less than 18,000,
thus subjechng the whole foreign txada,
of the country toa new system. What
was the natural result of these licences.
as they affected the enemy, neutral pow-

 ers, aud this country? With regard to
 the enemy, in proportwn to the extent,

of the licences was the principle of the
Orders in Council abandoned,  With
regard to neutral powers, the system
tended to benefit those alone who were
under the influence of Frauce, and  to»
whom France looked for the suppoit of
her Marine. With respect to this coun.
try, the effect on our shipping ‘would
 be apparent, by a companson of the
Bnmh and foreign shipping employed.
in 1806, with the British and forecgn
shtp;nng which bad been employed in.
1810. By this comparison it would-
appear tlult in that period the amount of .
forcign tonnage aud foreign shipping
had. more than doubled; being at the
first period, 567,000 tons of shipping,
lﬂd?ﬁ 000 seamen ; and being, in 1310,
1,138 (X)Otons of sprmg, and 60,000
men. The British Ship aneﬂ, as
tbe memorials from ilull, Shields, &c,




