opened on the 26th of August, and
directed against the towers which flanked
the cartain on the eastern face, agaivst the
demy bastion on the south eastern angle,
and the termination: of the curtain of the
southern face. Lieut. Gen, Sir T. Graham
had ‘directed that an establishment should
be formed ou the Island of Santa Clara,
which was effected on the night of the 26th;
and the edemy’s detachment ou that island

were made prisoners, n Cameron,
of the 9th had the command of the detach.
ment which effected this aperation, and Sir

T. Graham particularly applauds his con.

dact, and that of Capt. Hendersoo, of the
engineers, ‘P‘:'beeonduct.o,f Lieut.ﬁ

‘the royal engineers,
dbe Hon. James Arbuthnot, of the royal
navy, who commanded the boats, was high.
ly ‘meritorious, as likewise that of Lieut.
lLIl', of the royal marines, All thatit was
deemed practicable to carry into execution,
in order to facilitate the approach to the
breaches before made in the wall of the
town, having been effected on the 30th of
August, and another breach having been
made at the termination of the curtain, the
place was stormed at 11 o’clock in the day
‘on 31st and carried. The loss oh our side
has been severe. Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Leith,
who had joined the army only two days be.
fore, and Major Generals Oswald and Ro.
binson were unfortunately wounded in the
breach, and Col. Sir R. Fletcher of the roy.-
al engineers, was killed by a musket 'ball
at the mouth of the trenches. In this offi-
cer, and in Lieut. Colonel Crawford, of the
Oth regiment, his Majesty’s service has sus-
tained a serious loss. T'he garrison retired
to the castle, leaving about 670 prisoners
in our hands,
¢¢ Since the fire agaiost St, Sebastians had
been recommenced, the enemy had drawn
the greatest part of their forces to the camp
of Urogne, and there was every reason to
believe that they would make an attempt
to relieve the place. Three divisions of the
4th Spanish army, commanded by General
Don Manuel Freyre, occupied the heights
of San Marcial, and the town of Iran, by
which the approach to San Sebastian by the
high road was covered and protected, and
they were supported by the 1st division of
British infantry, under Major Gen. How.
ard, and Major General Lord A ylmer’s bri.
gade, on their left, and the rear of Irun ; and
by Gen. Loga’s division encamped near the
Sierra de Aya, in the rear of their right—
In order to secure them still further, I mov.
ed two brigades of the 4th division on the
30th to the convent of San Antonio, one of
which (Gen. Ross’) under Lieut. Gen. the
Hon, Sir L. Cole; moved up the same day
to Sierra de Aya, and the other on the morn.
ing of the 31st leaving the 9th Portuguese
brigade on the heights between the convent
and Vera, and Lezaca. Major Gen. Inglis’
‘brigade of the 7th division was moved on
the first to the bridge of Lezaca; and I gave
orders for the troops of the Puertos of Echa.
lar, Zugarramurdi and Maya to attack the
enemy’s weakened posts in front of these
positions. The enemy crossed the Bidas.
soa by the fords between Andara and the
destroyed bridge on the high road between
day light on the morning of the 31st with a
very largeforce, with which they madea most
desperate attack along the whole front of
the position of the Spanish troops on the
heights of St. Marcial. They were driven
back, some of them even across the river,
in the most gallant style, by the Spanish
troops, whose conduct was equal to that of

any troops that | have ever seen engaged :— |

and the attack having been frequently re.
peated, was upon every occasion defeated
with the same gallantry and determination.
The course of the river being immediately
under the heights on the French side, on
which the enemy had placed a considerable
quamdity of canunon, they were enabled to
throw a bridge across the river about three
quarters of a mile above the high road, over
which in theafternoon, they marched againa
considerable body, which with those who
had crossed the fords, made another despe.
rate attack upon the Spanish posiﬁ‘ns.-—
This was equally beat back ; and at length
finding all their efforts on that side fruitless,
the enemy took advantage of the darkness 4
of a violent storm to retire their troops from
this front entirely. Notwithstanding that,
as [ have above informed your Lordship,
I bad a British division on each flank of the
4th Spanish army, I am happy to be able to
that the conduct of the latter was so

conspicuously good, and they were so ca.

|

|
|

—and as soon as

- maintainded. In the mean time Major Gen.

of the enemy to carry it, that finding th _
ground did not allow of my making use of | m
the 1st or 4th divisions, on the flanks of the |

enemy’s attacking corps, neither of them
‘were in the least engaged during the action.
Nearly at the same time that the

tance, notwithstanding the desperate efforts | cond bri

y |

crossed the Bidassoa in front of the h
of San Marcial, they likewise crossed t:at

river with about three divisions of infantry .
in two columns, by the fords below Salin,

in front of the position occupied by the 9th

Portuguese brigade. I ordered Major Ge- -
neral Inglis to support this bﬁg.dg.:witﬁ |
that of the 7th division under his command ;

[ was informed of the

course of the enemy’s attack, I seat to
Lieut, Gen. the Farl of Dalhousie, to re-
quest that he would likewise move towards
the Bidassoa, with the 7th division and to
the light division, to support Major Gen,,
Inglis by every means in their power. Ma.
jor Geun, lnglis found it impossible to main.
tain the heights between Lezaca and the Bi..
dassoa, and he withdrew to those in front
of the convent of San- Antonia whieh he

Kempt moved one brigade of the light di.
vision to Lezaca, by which bhe kept the
enemy in check, and covered themarch of the
Earl of Dalhousieto join Major Gen. Inglis.
The enemy, however, having completely
failed in their attempt ypon the position of

eights |

!

A

m-sm-, ymmanding
Having arranged. every t :
‘&;" I-crossed the Urumia to the batteries

the order for fire of batteries according to
circumstances, could be immediately given,
The column, in filing out of the right of the
trenches, was as before exposed to a heavy
fire of shells and grape shot, and a mine was
exploded in the left angle of the couuter.
scarp of the horn.work, which did great
damage, but did not check the ardor of the
troops in advancing to the attack. There
was never any thing so fallacious as the ex.
ternal appearance of the breach; without
some description, the almost insuperable
| difficalties of thebreach cannot be estimated.
- Notwithstanding its great extent, there was
but one point where it was possible to eater
and there by single files. All the inside of
the wall to the. right of the curtain formed
a perpendicular scarp of at least 20 feet to
the level of the streets. So that the narrow
ridge of the curtain itself, formed the breach.
ing of its end and front, was the only acces.

f the right attack, where every thing could |
be. most distiuctly seen, and from whence |

the Spanish army on the heights of San
Marcial, and finding that Major Gen. Io.
glis had taken a position from which they
could not drive him, at the same time that
it covered and protected the right of the
Spanish army, and the approaches to San
Sebastians by Oparzun, and that their sitv.
ation on the left of the Bidassoa was becom.
ing at every moment more critical, retired
during the night. The fall of rain during
tha evening and night had so swollen the
Bidassoa, that the rear of their column was
obliged to cross at the bridge of Vera. In
order to effect this object, they attacked the
posts of Major Gen, Skerritt’s brigade of
the light division at about three in the morn.
ing, both from the Puerto de Veraand from
the left of the Bidassoa. Although the na.
ture of the ground rendered it impossible to
prevent entirely the passage of the bridge af.
ter day.light, it was mgde uuder the fire of a
great part of Major Gen, Skerritt’s brigade,
and the enemy’s loss in the operation must
have been very considerable, |
““ While this was going on upon the left of
the army, Marshal de Campo Don Pedro
Giron attacked the enemy’s posts in front
of the pass of Echalar, on the 30th and
31st. Lieut. Gen. the Zugarramurdi, with
the 6th Portuguese brigade, on the 3lst;
and the Hon. Major Gen. Colville made
Col. Douglass attack the enemy’s post in
front of the pass of Maya, on the same day,
with the 6th Portuguese brigade. All these
troops conducted themselves well. The at.
tack made by the Earl of Dalhousie delayed
his march till late in the afternoon of the
31st, but he was in the evening in a favora.
ble situation for his further progress: and
in the morning of the 1st, in that alotted
for him. In these operations in which a
second attempt by the enemy to prevent
the establishment of the allies upon the
frontiers, has been defeated, by the opera.
tions of a pert only of the allied army, at
the very moment at which the town of St,
Sebastian was taken by storm; I have had
great satisfaction in observing the zeal and
ability of the officers, and the gallantry and
discipline of the soldiers. T'he different
reports which I have transmitted to your
lordship from Lieut. Gen. Sir Thomas Gra.
ham, will have shewn the ability and per.
severance with which he has conducted the
arduous enterprize entrusted to his direc-
tion, and the zeal and exertion of all the of.
ficers employed under him.”
[ Here his lordship bestows his praise on
the several officers and corps engaged,
which we regrét our want of room to insert
at length: namely, Sir George Collier, his
officers, seamen and marines; the Spanish
Generals, their officers and troops; Major
Gen. Inglis, Cols, Michell and Hawkins,
Major Gen. Pakenham, &c.]

— A

OFFICIAL LETTER
From Sir Tnomas Gramam to Lord WEkL.-
LINGTON—dated
Orarzon, Seeremser 1.
My Lord—In obedience to your Lord.
ship’s orders of the preceding day, to attack

Sebastian, which now extended to the left,
s0 as to embrace the outermost tower, the

over the left bastion, as well as the faces of
the bastion itself, the assault took place at
11 o’clock, A. m. yesterday ; and I have the
houor to report to your Lordship, that the
heroic perseverance of all the troops con.

and form a lodgment on the breach of St,,.-t.

end -and front of the curtain immediately k

cerned was at last crowned with success.—

pibli of dgftnding their post without assis.

The co?u{nn of attack was fol;med of the se. f

_sible point. During the suspension of the
operations of the siege, from want of ammu.
nition, the enemy had prepared every means
of defence which it could devise, so that
great numbers of men were covered by in.
trenchments and traverses in thehornworks,
on the raniparts of the curtain, and inside
the town opposite to the breach and ready
to fire a most destructive fire of musketry
on both flanks of the approach to the top
of the narrow ridge of the curtain.  Every
thing that the most determined bravery
could attempt was repeatedly tried in vain
by the troops, who were brought forward
from the trenches in succession. No man
outlived the attempt to gain the ridge; and
though the slope of the breach afforded shel.
ter for the enemy’s musketry, yet still the
natare of the stone rubbish prevented the
great exertions of the engineers and work.
ing parties from being able to form a lodg.
ment for the troops exposed to the shells
and grape from the batteries of the castle,
as was particularly directed, in obedience
to your Lordship’s instructions ; and at all
events, a secure lodgment could never have
" been- obtained without occupying a part of
the curtain,

" In this most desperate state of the attack,
after consulting with Col. Dickson, com.
manding the Royal Artillery, I ventured to
order the guas to be turned against the cur.
tain. A heavy fire of artillery was directed
against it; passing a few feet over the heads
of our troops oo the beach, and was kept
up with a precision of practice beyond all
example. Meanwhile I accepted the offer
of a part of Major Gen. Bradford’s Portu.
guese brigade to ford the river mnear its
mouth. The advance of the first battalion,
13th regiment, under Major Snodgrass,
over the open beach, and across the river,
and of a detachment of the 21th regiment,
under Lieut. Colone! M*‘Bean, in support,
was made in the handsomest style, under a
very severe fire of grape. Major Snodgrass
attacked and finally carrie:] the small breach
on the right of the great one, and Lt. Colo.
nel M‘Bean’s detachment occupied the right
of the great breach. I ought not to omit
to mention, that a similar cffer was made by |
the 1st Portuguese regiment of Brigadier
General Wilson’s brigade, under Lieut.
Colonel Fearon; and that both Major Ge-
neral Bradford and Brigadier General Wil.
son, had from_the beginning, urged most |
anxiously the employment of their respec-
tive brigades in the attack, as they had so
large a share in the labor and fatigues of the
right attack. Observing. now the effect of
the admirable fire of the batteries against
the curtain, though the enemy was so much
covered, a great effort was ordered to be
made to gain the high ridge at all hazards,
at the same time that an attempt should bé
made to storm the hornwork. It fell to the
lot of the 2d brigade of the 5th divisison,
under the command of Colonel the Hon. C.
Grevile, to meve out of the trenches for
this purpose, and the 3d -battalion of the
royal Scots, under Lt. Col. Barnes, sup.
ported by the 38th, under Lt. Col. Mills,
fqnnmtely arrived to assault the breach of
the cartain, about the time when an explo-
sion on the rampart of the curtain (occasi
oned by the fire of the artillery,) created
some confusion among the enemy. The
narrow pass was gained, and was maintain.
ed, after a severe conflict, and the troops on
the right of the breach, having about this
time succeeded in forcing the barricades on
the top of the narrow line of wall, found
their way into the houses that joined it.

der of the 5th battalion of Cacadores of Ge- | t

hing ‘with Sir.J.
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PLAGUE AT MALTA. v
EXTRACTOFAPRIVATE LETTER DATED
: MALTA, June 17. .
¢ Thank God, the plague has not as yetinter-
fered with the military 1n any one inftance, You
will of courfe be anxivus 10 hear fome aceount
of it, and I will now endeavor to give you as
concife a detail as I can of the rile and pro-
{sy, and | with [ could add of the fall of the :
dful malady, which has prevailed here now
ix| weeks. N.body yet knows how it got
into the ifland,  Vague (ufpicions have been en-
terfained, but unul we hear with tolerabje cer-
tainty. I {hall not mertion one report, I is
my intention only to Haie faéls, fome of which
come under my own Kunowledge, others I have
from the bell authority. 1 have kept a jour-
nal from the commencement. On the 4th of
May a letier was wniiea to Mr, Green by
Dr. Gravagoa, wha had vifited the family of a
fhoe maker in Sirade Paola, No, 150, by the
name Salvador Borg, one of whote children
died on the 1gth Apii, afier a very fhort ill-
nefs, The mother was taken ill on the 2d,
aod died on the gd of May, The dotlor fuf-
pettcd the difeale was the plague, in confe-
quence of which he wroie 10 Mr, Green, In
the margin of the following page you will bgd
a daily flate of the exatt uumbers who died of
it, and have been infetled. The thoe mwaker

“was infefted on the %ih of May, and died on

the 12ih; bur, generally fpeaking, death fuc-
ceeded the infeétion in 36 hours,  Only three
inflance of recovery have as yet taken place,
and I believe the reafon has been want of at-
tention, Nobody will come within yards of
an infeéted peifon—If you are too ill to all:ft
yourfelf, you mult necellarily die, and feveral
cafes have occurred were death takes place almoft
immediately. On the 5:h Mayv Government
publithed a proclamation 10 inform the people
that the difeafe had made its appearance, and
recommending precautionary meafures, which
were only purfued by the Englifh, as the na-
tives would not believe for a very long time
that it was the plague, in confc}’ucncc of (h_e
(mall number of deaths and infeétions, It is _
the fame in every country ; the difeafe makes -~
its appearance with {o many different (Vgiinoqu, |
fides the difficulty of finding out thofe with
whom infeéted perfons have had communication,
It has {pread thiough Cafal Ifola, Florina, St.
_{‘ulian, Vitoriofa, Burmola, and every part of
the ifland of Maka, Goza has net been infefi-
ed, nor Lampeduza. Fort Manuel was clear-
ed out as a place to put thofe in who had not
the difeafe, but had been in infefled houfes, or
thofe who had furvived infefled families.—
About goo perfons have died there, as they
were at lalt obliged o fend all infe€ted per-
fons to that fort, which deftroyed thofe who
were fent in the firlt inflance,  Thofe infétted
in town are allowed (o remaip in their own
houfes, if ihey are refpeélable perfons and the
houfes airy. In the country all remain in
their own houfes. The men fervants of Capt,
Chilcort, agent of tranfports, were taken 1ll;
one of them died, the other is recovering in
Forte. Manuel.  Capi. Chilcott, by taking
every precaution, has elcaped, and is s well
as ever, though the fervants were infefled a
furmight ago; all the family are alfo well. It
q)as not {pread fo rapidly as might have been
expetled, confidering the immenfity of the po-
gula’tion. No. 20, Strada Pozzi had origi.
nally 52 inhabitants, who have all died, except
lile giel, and the was infefled this morning,
fhould fill a volume were I to ielate all the
fle€ling (cenes I have witneffed. In one hout”
he father and mother were dying in bed, the
other with an dnfant at her breafl, two chil-
ren on the floor helplefs, another infefled, but
ible to move, and employed in bringing milk,
. 10 the family, which was left at the door,
ihout touching any thing herfelf, They ase
Il now dead, | _
¢ June 19.—I have opened this again, as
he packet was detained by Government, in
he hope of giving a more faverable acconut of
he plague, inflead of which the numbers in the
all two days have increaled ; and this is one of
the mofl determined bhad days for it—a Levan.
er, and raips. | dread 10 morrow’s report,
be mail is to_be made up this afiernoon, and
ou will fee by the details on the 17th and 18ih
hat we are getiing worfe.’!

[ Here follows a flatement, by which it ap-

pears, that from the 19'b of April o 18ih

.unc.il.lcluﬁve 529 have died, 419 of whom
ell viclims in.the month of june. ]

The Board of the National Vaccine Efla-
lithment having feceived intimation of an al-

rtion, *“ that vaccination protefly rapb from
and being

! .




