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May it please your Excellency, 

The Senate of Massachusetts have met 
your Excellency at the opening of the pre. 
sent political year, with the most lively 
emotians of respect and affection, and with 
devout thankfulness to the Author of all 

zens—and we can assure your Excellency 
that the enlightened people of thi Common. 
wealth have witnessed your administration, 
during the past year, not only with entire 
approbation, bat with the warmest seilti. 
ments of veneration and gratitude, The 
cheerfulness, with which your Excellency 
has again accepted this high and responsible 
office, doubly arduous at this perilous crisis 
of our affairs, isa renewed proof of the 
ca and exalted patriotism for which yoar 
xcellency has ever been distinguished, 
I'he Senate-consider the view which your 

Fixcelency, in your communication te the 
Legislature, has taken of the causes which 
have produced the present calamitous situa. 
tion of the country, to be so clear and 
comprehensive, that it would be difficult to Our Ministers in London had concloded 
make any observations in their answer, a treaty upon all the points {in dispute be | produced, Great-Britain annulled her or. | a principal reason for its adoption, But in which your Excellency has not anticipated, tween the two countries, just at the time"| ders according to her aniform engagement. | what manner has this duty heegyperformed? A frequent recurrence to the principles when the Berlin “ind was published, | Unfo tely, however, the country was | - Although Massachusetts a other great of our Constitutions js necessary to a pro. prohibiting to neutrals all'intercourse with | plunged into the wari before the revocation | navigating States have contributed immense | | sums. for the support of the General Go. 
per understanding and support of our rights 
and privileges. | 

That the freedom of speech and of the 
press is éssential to the preservation of our 
free governments : —that all political power 
is derived from the people: —that they may 
resume the trust which delegated for their 
welfare, whenever it shall be exercised to 
their ruin; and that a'legiance and protec, 
tion are reciprocal-—are positions in which 
all agree. 

These rights are indeed liable to ahuse. 
The freedom of speech may degenerate into 
Jicentiousness; and the inherent right of . 

desirous of the aid of the United States in 
their sanguinary contest; but it was obvi. 
ously the duty and for the interest of this 
country to remain perfectly neutral. ‘Why 
has our country been invoived in war, espe- 
cially with that power whose means of an. 
noyance so greatly exceeled those posses. 

has plundered and confiscated * American 
property wherever it could be found. 
While one of the rival power® has, accord. 
ing to her agreement, compensated in da. 
mages with interest for injuries of which 
we complained, the other has avoided her 
compacts by the shameless avowal that she 
finds a rea) inconvenience in their perfor. 
mance, While one of them has couvoyed 
the other has burnt our ships in every sea, 
The principal alleged cause of the was, 

was the Orders in Council j—aud although | 
they have ceased; itis still necessary to cone 
sider the circumstances under which they 
were issued, rightly to understand the 
grounds and’ origin of that disastrous mea. 
sure. 

Greal.Britain, Aware of the injuries 
which she must sustain from the Hagraut 
violation of the law of nations, she frankly 
informed our Government, that if (contrary 
to all expectation) the United States sub. 
mitted to that outrage, she should be oblig.- 
ed to retaliate upon France by prohibiting 
to neutrals all trade with her. The Berlin 
Decree was immediately enforced upon all 
American property within the reach of 
French rapacity, as well in neutral territo. 
ries as on the high seas. This was known 
to our Government :—for it appears that as 

the Emperor, but not tHl Aprily 1811—he 
-made his repealing decree, and as we are 

‘informed communicated it to our cabinet, 

aithough it was not made public for more 

than a year after its date: and this puts the 

gestion now under consideration forever 

at rest. The Emperor declares that he re. 

pealed his decrees in consequence of our act 

lency remarks) that the French decrees 
were repealed on-the 2d Nov. 1810, in. 

volves the absurdity, that the effect took 
place long before the cause.” {oe 

During all this period the negociations 
was pending with Great. Britain, She mak. 
ing overtures to revoke her orders upon re. 
ceivitig evidence of the répeal of the decrees: 
—the actual repeal was carefully concealed 
—and thé American cabinet employed 
itself jo labored essays to persuade (reat. 
Britain, that the pretended repeal was real 
and abfolute—until they terminated the 
discussiofis by & declaration of war. 

It is wow sufficiently apparent that if the 
decrces had been effectually resisted, the 
Ort’ers’in Counéil would not have been is. 
sued—for as soon as the real repeal was 

could be known here, 
The declaration of the French minister 

that the Decrees of April, 1811, was com. 
muuicated to our cabinet, was true, or it 
was not, [If it was true, why have not the 
administration indignantly denied the fact, 
and taken such a position in relation to 
that perfidious power as the occasion re. 
quired? If it was trué, and the war has 
been produced by the concealment, will not 
all the blood that has been or may be shed 
in carrying it on, be requirediat the hands 
of its authors? 

If upon the discovery of the perfidy of 

We concur with your Excellency in the 
belief, ‘¢ that British seamen have been pa. 
tronised at the expence of our own, and 
that if G. B. should consent to relinquish 
the right of taking her own subjects it would 
be of no advantage to our native seamen, it 
would tend only to reduce their wages by . good, for your re-election to the office of sed by the other? .Was Great. Britain: se. | : . 

Chief Magistrate. In this event, so pro. jected for oir ememy in she has paid | of resistance to the British orders :—but our FACES the nam oe of that class of men. Pitious to the hest interests of our country, less regard to her treaties than Franee? government. declares that this act wasin | We 3giaps A erg a a subject 
we discern a satisfactory evidence of the | otter contempt of her engagement ‘that | consequence of his répea¥ of the decrees. a grey - Tp » frases anrngg 
virtue and intelligence of our fellow citi. free ships should made frée goods, France { . ¢ To suppose therefore (as your Excel. | Gia dis cb pi vi poi | 

ploymént, and they will not call upon the 
landsmen for protection or for bread, 
Your Excellency very’ justly observes 

that ¢¢ the national Constitution was formed 
and adopted for our own defence, and that 
there is not *‘ a clause in it in which an ex. 
tension of our territorial limits was contem. 
plated.” Attached as we are to the union 
of the states upon the principles of the con. 
stitution, we are alarmed that Congress 
should ever have pursued a policy in the 
admission of new states, so entirely contra. 
ry to these priuciples, and so fatal.to the 
safety of the union, : 
The duty imposed by the Constitution 

upon the General Government to provide 
for the common defence, was andoubtedly 

vernment, yet when they are plunged into 
the war by States whose contributions have 
often fallen short of the expence of the col. 
lection, they are left to take care of them. 
selves, 
What measures have been adopted for the 

protection of our immense property on the 
ocean; where are the troeps, raised and paid, 
by the United States? They have been most 
improvidently drawa from the seaboard, the 
most exposed part of our Country, for the 
purpose of invading the territory, and at. 
tacking the inhabitants of a neighbouring 
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A i early as May 1807, they informed our mi. the people to rlter and amend their systems nister in F race, that there were proofs | the French government, the President had | and unoffending province, which was $iDe of Goversment, may be perverted to the that the West India privateers had under | revoked his Proclamation, we agree with | cerely desirous of continuing upon the most purposes of ambition. But notwithstand. | 00 = eo edict, committed depredati. |" yout Excellency, * that the numerous evils | friendly terms with us; a province too, the ing the difficulties and dangers which must | "yc Clo Le just claims fom | that have followed from that unfortunate | conquest of which, if made, can be of ne be encountered for the attainment and SUP | Lodress ** measure might have been prevented.” ‘| advantage, but may produce incalculable. | port of Civil Liberty, yet its blessings are The treaty was rejected by the President of Aad considering the restrictions whlch | evils to our Country, =. | | y e full reward forall the care and exertion | unworthy of the consideration of thé Se. | the Kuropean powers, in time of peace, The ‘refusal of the President to farnish t necessary to its preservation. nate: notwithstanding the daty to preserve | usually impose on trade with their colonies | this State with its proportion of arms, for | I The Constitution of the United States | oo exact impartiality, no efficient measures | —we perfectly agree with your Excellency, | which the State has already paid, we hope | p was the result of mutual forbearance and were taken against France, for her viglation | ‘“ that it is probable that if our government | is not a correct indication of the temper and | i and liberal compromise. There were How. | of her treaty as well as of the law of nations; | had maintained a system of impartial neu. | disposition entertained by the General Goa 1 ever certain great interests, which were and after waiting nearly a year, (z. Britain | trality and had imposed no restrictions on | vernment in relation to the aid which they t understood to claim its peculiar regard. issued her Orders in Council, of 11th Nov, | trae, that notwithstanding those decrees | propose to afford, in this war which has L Among the most prominent of these woe 1807, retaliating the aggression of France | and orders we might, by reason of our neu. | been so wantonly waged. Considering that g the encouragemedt and PRESSES. of com. pursuance to tlie notice before given. tral character, have enjoyed a commerce | the distribution was peremptorily required Cc merce. —1 his was justly considered by the These, as your Excellency observes, were | more lucrative for the last seven years than | by law, to be made -according to the effec. W New.England and navigating Slates, 88 20 | gu. 003 to be retaliatory measbres, | would have fallen to our share had the { tive Militia of each State, we know not from a indispensable condition of the compact, Lt | adopted in consequence of the aggressions whole world been at peace,” whence the President derives his power to a WES COMMBICS: WICH JI res peed of her enemy, and to be revoked when The Orders in Council having been thus dispence with its obligations, n Apo and pcb rvul Jo whe gy» these aggressions ceased.” | removed, the only remaining alieged cause The accumulated évils which have fallen tr Sica ad * proslsien wes-intiody Our Government contend . that Franee | of war was the right which. Great.Britaia upon the people in consequence of ‘the des. 6 into Be Constiterton itself remoting ap has been the first to do justice to the U. | claimed to take her own seamen from our parture from the principles and policy of a exports from duty. This regard © fam States: That she repealed her decrees, and | merchant ships. | Washington, have in a great measure silen. B orcs. was fot noel : Tor iri the Declaration ceased to violate our neutral rights in Nor. That cause alone was not considered as { ced the rage and lessened the asperity of di of Indevmndence £ ioe a sonipidnets al. 1810: —and therefore, that Great.Britain | a sufficient objection to the Arrangement | party animosity. U Jegation against Great. Britain, that she had ought to have revoked her Orders: That, which was made with Mr, Erskine, and Involved in one common distress, they ve cut off our trade with all parts of the world, | | consequence. of her refusal the Act of little doubt can be entertained, that another | look upon each other with astonishment and of It is not to be supposed that the naviga. Congress of March, 1811, was rightfully arrangement equally advantages to the U, sympathy, and are anxious ouly for the pub. tic ting states would have adoptod the constitn. pasesd, prohibiting all intercourse with Gs. Mates might have been made aud the war | lic safety. as fion if they had foreseen that the effeet of Britain—a measure which the Emperor bis instantly brought to a cinse, As impress. Depending upon the blessings of Teaven ja it would be the destruction of their com. graciously condescended to consider as “au | ments had: been continually diminishing, it | our fathers braved and resisted oppression, pr ashe «| act of resistance to the British Orders.” Is not easy to perceive why the necessity of | and founded this free State upon the princia en Seon after the constitution went bate The question is thus brought to a single pr vox that cause should have encrease. ples of civil and religious liberty. Bl operation the war iu Europe broke out, | Peint. Did France repeal her Decrees, os es, the people had expressed great We trust that their Sons have not deges ca and the citizens of the United States were |" ®8d cease to violate our neutral rights iu REELS Myc with that arrangement, and | nerated-—and that they will duly appreciate op 
necessarily affected by its consequences, Nov. 1810? N oul un oubtedly have rejoiced had a | and defend their precious heritage, by It was then that the patriotism and firm. If she did, G reat. Britain was bound up. sin Arcata been pursued, We cordially nrite with your Excellency de ness of Washington were again tried. Moy. | © her own principles to repeal her Orders. : 3 a wedo uot mean that the manner | in the - hope that with a fixed attention to ha ed by considerations of justice as well as of | —1 she did not, it necessarily follows that oa ‘ave been exactly followed, for we the duties imposed by our National and ho policy, notwithstanding the embarrassments | Fraice has added insult to her original ag. |S! ve exceedingly regr.t that any offen. | State Constitutions, and with a humble re. sli gressious, sive terms should ave been again introdu. | liance on the Divine priteefion, the meme of 
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of a powerful opposition, and with means 
and resources inconsiderable, compared 
with those which were in the power of the 

tained the ground of an impartial neutrality, 
The state of prosperity which followed 

this nauimous course, was unexampled 
in the history of the world. | 
« It was emphatically the golden age. 
Our commerce was extended through the 
world, richly rewarding the labor and eo. 
terprize of the farmer and the merchant, 
ahd faruishing abundant revelunes for the 
sapport of Goverment. ~ With such an ex. 
ample before them, was it to have been ex. 
pected that any administration onder ‘cir. 
cumsiances nearly similar; would pursue 
an opposite policy ? Could it have be. n be. 
Heved that the original ground and bond of 
the union would be abandon-d? that mea. 
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uadevialing perseserguce destructive of pur | 

The pretended repeal of the Decrees was 
upon condition in effect, that Great. Britain 
should "abandon the antient - rights and 
usages of war, sanctioned by the public jaw 
touching blockades: “a condition, which, 
(as your lxcellency observes,) many per. 
sons supposed would never happen.” 

Nevertheless our government conducted 
itself in relation to Great.Britain, as if the 
repeal had been absolute. 
The ground taken by the American ca. 

binet was that France had ceased to violate 
the neutral rights of the United States, and 
thay insisted that Great.Britain ought to 
believe it. 

Bat the conticued burning of American 
vessels by order of the commanders of the 
Emperors ships—the indiscriminate plun. 
der and confiscation of American property 
ou shore—on the scas—in France—in Den. 
mark~ Naples, aad othersuhjugated States: ; 

ced, having a direct tendency to defeat the 
negotiation, 

The people fortunately understand the 
subject of impressment much better than 
formerly, and it will be difficult to per. 
suade them that they are to be benefited by 

_the employment and protection of foreign 
sédmen. 

The result of the late investigation upon 
this subject in this Commonwealth, abu. 
dantly proves that the risque of impress. 
ment of native American scamen is so small 
that it searcely “excites ‘their attention or regard. lodeed it must be considered as a 
singular circamstance that our western bre. 
thren should express and seem to feel so 
much more sympathy for the wrongs suffer. 
ed by the seamen, than the seamen do for 
themselves. | 

It ought to be recollected that: the evi. 
dence on that examination, -was taken un. 

bers of this government will at this perplex. 
ing period, preserve consistency of conduct, 
and adhere with undeviating constancy te 
the principles of Justice and Truth.” 
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BOSTON, Juve 5, = 
LATEST prox NEW.LONDON 

A gentleman who arrived in the Proviae 
dence Stage last evening, left New.Lon. 
don, at 9 o'clock on Thursday . morning : 
at that time thére were two British ships of 
war at anchor off Gardner’s Island about 
12 miles from New.London—our frigates 
had not shifted their position. 'Considerda 
ble apprehension of an attack so soon 38 
the British should be reinforced, prevailed. 
The town was filled with soldiery—and the 
inhabitants were removing their furniture. 
Extract-of a letter, duted Hartford, June 2. 
“An express arrived this morning to 

the Governor, stating, that Commodore 


