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Ojfice of the New-York Evening Post, 
Wednesday, Dec, 8, 8 o'clock, p. a. 
PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE, 

Yesterday at 12 o’clock the President's 
Message was delivered to both Houses of 
Congress, and this morning at half past 11, 
a copy was received at this office—'The ex. 
press-who brought.it, having travelled uv). 
yards of -240'miles in tweaty three hours, 

being at the rate of ten miles and a quarter 
hour, without making any altewance for 

theMtime necessary to procure refreshments 
and to change horses, 

wR Ea 

From the National Intelligencer Extra. 
Wasmineros, December 7, 

This day at’ 12 o’clock the President of 
the United States transmitted the following 
Message to both Houses of Congress by Mor. 
Coles his Secretary : — 

Fellow Citizens of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representatives, 

In meeting you at the present interesting 
conjuncture, it would have been highly sa: 
tisfactory if I could have communicated a 
favorable result to the Mission charged with 
negociations for restoring peace, It was a 
just expectation from the respect due to the 
distinguished Sovereign who had invited 

his offer of mediation; from the 
readiness with which the invitation was ac. 
cepted on the part of the United States, and 
from the pledge to be found in an act of 
their Legislature for the liberality which 
their Plenipotentiaries would carry nto the 
negociations, that no time would be lost by 

I] "11 

. the British government in embracing the ex. 
periment for hastening a stop to the effusion 
of blood, A prompt and cordial accept. 
asice of the Mediation en that side was the 
less to be doubted, as it was of a nature not 
to submit rights or pretensions on either 
side to the decision of an umpire, but af. 

- ford merely an opportunity honorable and 
desirable to both, for discussing, and if pos. 
sible adjusting them for the interest of both. 
The British Cabinet, either mistaking our 

desire of peace for a dread of British pow. 
er, or misled by other fallacious calculation 

has disappointed this reasonable anticipati. 
on. Nu communications from our Envoys 
having reached us, no information on the 
subject has been received from that source. 
But it is known that the mediation was decli. 
ned in the first instance, and there is no evi. 
dence, notwithstanding the lapse of time 

‘that a change of disposition. in the British 
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Conncils has taken place, or it is to be ex- 
pected, | : 25d 
Under such circumstances, a nation, 

proud of its rights, and conscious of its: 
strength, has no choice but an exertion of 

the one in support of the other. 
To this determination; the best etcou. 

ot is derived from the success with 
which it has pleased the Almighty to bless 
Jour arms, both on the land and on the water. 
«. Whilst proofs have been continued of the 
enterprise and skill of our eruisers, public 
and private, oa the ocean, and a new tro- 
phy gained in the capture ofa British by an 
American vesgel of war, after an action giv. 
ing celebrity to the nae of the victorious 
commander—the ‘great. inland waters, on 
which the enemy were also to be encoun, 
tered, have presented achievements of our 
naval arms, as brilliant in their character as 

g 

they have been important in their conse. 
be aft 

o Lake Erie the squadron under the 
and of Capt. Perry, having met the 

ritish squadron, of superior force, a san. 
gimary couflict ended in the capture of the 
he The conduct of that officer, adroit 

t was dying, and which was so well se. 
d hs comrades, justly entitles them 

- 

iration and gratitude of their 
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nayal annals, with a victory, never surpas. 
d in lustre, however much it may have 

been ia magnitude, 
On Lake Ontario, the caution of ti e Dri. 

tish commander, favored by contingencies, 
frustrated the efforts of the American com. 
mander, -to bring on a decisive action, — 
Captain Chauncey was able hewever, to 
establish an. ascendancy on that imperiant 
theatre; and to prove, by the manner in 
which he effected every thing pessible, that 
opportunities only were wanted, fora more 
shining display of his own talents, and of 
the gal'@ntry of these under his command, 

~~ The sucgess on- Lake Erie, having open. | 
ed a passage to the territory of the cnemy, 
the otiicer cammanding the North Western 
Army transferred the war thither; and ra. 
pidly pursuing the hostile troops, fleeing 
with their savage associates, forced a geve. 
ral action, which quickly terminated in the 
capture of the British, and dispersion of the 
savage force, 

This result is signally honorable to Ma. 
jor General Harrison, by whose military 
talents it was prepared; to Col. Johnston 
and his mounted volunteers, whose impetu. 
ous onset gave a decisive biow to the ranks 
of the enemy; and to the spirit of the vo. 
lunteer militia equally brave and pafrictic, 
who bore an interesting part in the scene, 
more especially to the chief magistrate of 
Kentucky at the head of them, whose hero. 
ism, signalized in the war which established 
the independence of Lis country, sought, at 
an advanced age, a share in hardships and 
battles, for maintaining its rights and its 

The effect of these successes has been to 

their oppressions, aggravated by gross in. 
fractious of the capitalation which subject. 

ed thew to a foreign power; to alienate the 
savages of numerous tribes from the enemy, 
by whom they were disappointed and aban. 
doned, and to relieve an extensive region of 
country from a merciless warfare which de. 
solated its frontiers, and imposed ou its ci. 
tizens the most harrassing services, 

In consequence of our naval superiority 
on Lake Oitario, and the opportunity af. 
forded by it for concentrating our forces by 
water, operations which had been previous. 
ly planned, were set bn foot, against the 
possessions of the enemy on the St, Law. 
rence. Such however was the delay produ. 
ced, in the first instance, by adverse wea. 

and such the circumstances attending the 
final movements of the army, that the pros. 
pect, at one time so favorable, was not re. 
alized, 
The cruelty of the enemy, in enlisting the 

savages into a war with a nation desirous | 
of mutual emulation in mitigating its cala. 
mities, has not been confined to any oue 
quarter. Wherever they could be turned 
against us, no exertion to effect it have been 
spared. On our South Western border, 
the Creek tribes, who yielding to our per. 

severing endeavors, were gradually acquir. 
ing more civilized habits, became the unfor. 

tunate victims of seduction, A war in that 

quarter has heen the censequence, infuria- 

ted by a bloody fanaticisin, recently propa. 
gated among them. 

It was necessary to crush such a war be." 

fore it could spread amoung the contiguous 
tribes, and before it could favor enterprises 
of the enemy into that vicinity. With this 
view a force was called into the service of 
the United States from the States of Geor- 
gia and Tennessee, which, with the nearest 

regular troops, and other corps from the 

Mississippi territory, might not only chas. 
tise the savages into present peace, but make 
a lasting impression on their fears. 

The progress of the expedition, as far as 
is yet known, corresponds with the martial 

zeal with which it was espoused ; and the 

best hopes of a satisfactory issue aredutie- 

rised by the complete success with which a - 

well planned enterprizewas executed against 

a body of hostile savages, by a detachment 

of volunteer militia of Tennessee, under the 

gallant command of Ggn. Cofice; and by a 
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still more important victory over a larger 
body of them, gained under the immediate 
command of Major Gen. Jackson; an offi. 
cer equally distinguished for his patriotism 
and his military talents, 
The systematic perseverance of the ene. 

my in courting the aid of the savages in all 
quarters, had the natural eifect of kindling 
their ordinary propensity to war iuto a pas. 
sion, which, even among those best disposed 
towards the United States, was ready, if not 
employed on our side, to be turned against 
us, A departure from our, ppetracted for. 
bearance to accept the services tendered by 
them, has thus been forced upon us. Bat, 
in yielding to it, the retaliation has been 
mitigated as much as possible, both iu its 
extent and in its character, stopping far 
short of the example of the enemy, who 
owe the advantages they have occasionally 
gained in battle, chiefly to the number of 
their savage associates; and who have not 
controlled them either from their usual 
practice of indiscriminate massacre on de. 
fenceless inhabitants, or from scenes of car. 
nage without a parallel, en prisoners to the 
British arms, guarded by ali the laws of hu. 
manity and of honorable war, 
For these enormities, the enemy’ are 

equally responsible, whether with the pow. 
er to prevent them they waut the will; or 
with the knowledge of a want of power they 
still avail themselves of such instruments, 

In other respec(s the enemy are pursuing 
a course which threatens consequences most 
afilicting to humanity, 
A standing law of Great. Britain nateral. 

| izes, as is well known, all aliens, complying 
with conditions limized to a shorter period 

rescue the inhabitants of Michigan from | than those required by the United States; 
and naturalised subjects are, in war, em. 
ployed by her government in common with 
natives subjects, . In a contiguous British 
province, regulktions promulgated since the 
commencement of the war compel citizens 
of the United States, being there under cer. 
fain circumstances, to bear arms, whilst of 

the native emigrants from the United States 
who compose much of the population ef the 
province, a number have actually borue 

arms against the Uuited States within their 

limits ; some of whom after having Loue so, 

have become prisoners of war, aud arg now 

in our possession. The British commander 
in that Province, nevertheless, with the sauc. 
tion, as appears, of his government, thought 
proper to select from American prisoners 

ther of unusual violence and ¢outinuance, | of war, and send to Great. Britain - for trial 

as criminals, a number of individuals, wiio 
had emigrated from the british dominions 
long prior to the state of war between the 
two nations, who had incorporated them. 

- selves into our political society, -in the 
modes recognizer by the law and the prac. 
tice of Great.Britain, and who were made 

prisoners of war, under the banners of their 
adopted country, fighting for its rights and 
its safety. 

‘The protection due to these ‘citizens re- 
quiring an efwctoal interposition in their 
behalf, a like number of British prisoners 
of war were put into confinement, with a 
notification that they -would experience 
whatever violence might be committed on 
the American prisoners of war sent to G. 
Britain, | 

It was hoped that this necessary conse. 
quence of the step unadvisedly taken on the 

part of Great.Britain would have led her 
government to reflect on the inconsistencies 
of its conduct, and that a sympathy with the 

British, if not with the American sullerers, 

would have arrested the cruel career open. 

ed by its example. | | 
‘I'his was unhdppily not fhe case. In 

violation both of cousistericy and of huma. 

nity, American officers and non.commissi. 
oned officers, in double the number of Bri. 

tish soldiers confined here, were ordered 

into close confinement, with formal netice, 
that in the event of a retaliation for the 
death which might be inflicted on the pri. 
soners of war sent to Great-Brifain for 
trial, the offices so confined would be put 
to death also, | 
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Crown, Prince William. Street; 

| [ 6d. single. 

a 

YIt was noticed at the same 

fleet and armies on our coast are instructed, 
in the same event, to proceed with a de. 
structive seyerity against our towns and 
their inhabitants. ie : 

That no dopht might be left with the ene. 
my of our adherence (o.dhe retaliating re. 
sort imposed on us, a correspondent nom. 
ber of British ofiicers,, prisoners of war in 
our hands were immediately put into clase 
confinement, to.abide the fate of those con. 
fined by theenemy ; and the British govern. 
.ment has been apprized of the determinati. 
on of this goverament, to retaliate any other 
“proceeding against us, contrary to the legi- 
tiznate modes of warfare. 

they have it their power to meet the enemy, 
in this deplorable contest, as it is honorabia 
to them, that they do net join in it but ui 
der the most imperious obligations, aud 
with the humane purpose of efiectuating 
return.do the established vsages of war, 
The views of the French government on 

the subjects which have been so long com. 
mitted to negotiation, havereceived noeluci. 
dation since the close of your late seesion. 
The minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States at Paris had not been. enabled, by 
proper opportunities to press the objects of 
his mission, as precribed by his instructions. 
The militia being always to be regarded 

as the great bulwark of defence and securi. 
ty for free states, and the constitution hav. 
ing wisely committed to the national autho. 
rity a use of that force, as the best provisi- 
oa against an unsafe military establishment, 
as well as a resource peculiarly adapted to 
a country having the extent and the expo. 
sire of the United States. 1 rarammond lo 

Congress a revision of the militia laws for 
the purpose of securing, more effectually, 
the services of all detachments called info 
the employment and placed under the go. 
vernment of the Uvited States, 

It will deserve the consideration of Con. 

ments in the militia laws, justice does fot 
refuire a regulation, under due precautions, 
for defraying the expenses incident to the 

movements of detachments called unto the 
the national service. 
To give our vessels of war, public and 

private, the requisite advantage in their 
cruises, it is of much importance that they 
should have, both for themselves and their 
prizes, the use of the ports of frie diy 
powers. With this view, I recommend to 
Congress the expediency of such legal pro- 
visions as may supply the defects, or re. 
move the doubtspf the Executive authority 
to allow to the cruisers of cther powers, at 
war with enemies of the United States, such 
use of the American poris and markets as 
may correspond with the privileges allowed 
by such powers to American cruisers, 

) During the year ending on the 30th Sept. 
last, the receipts into the Treasury have 
exceeded 37 millions aud a half of dollars, 
of which near twealy-four millions were 
the produce of loans, After meeting all 
the demands for the public service, there 
remained in the Treasury on that day, near 
seven millions of dollars. Under the autho. 
rity contained in the act of the 2d of August 
last, for borrowing seve: millions and a 
half of dollars, that sum has been obtained 
on terms more favorable to the U, States 
than those of the preceding Joan made du. 
ring the present year, Further sums to a 
considerable amount will -be necessary to 
be obtained io the same way during the en. 

of the country, from the fidelity with which 
the public engagements have been kept, 
and the public credit maintained, it may bo 

ry pecuniary supplies will not be wanting. 
‘The expenses of the current year, frown 

the multiplied operations falling within it, 

have necessarily been exiensive, | 
Just estimate of the campaign, in which the 

mass of them has been incurred, tie cost, 

will pot be found disproportionate to the 

advantages which have been gained. Ihe 
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gress also, whether, among other improve. 

first assembling as well as to the subsequent 
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suing year; and from the increased capital 

expected on good grounds that the necessa. 
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It is as fortunate for the U. States that / 
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