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1 nds reinforcements. In the great | 

total of my operations, theseare but trifling 

spots. As soon as | have leisure to attend 

to Spain, I will speedily restore that victo- 
ry, which seems for a moment to have aban. 
downed my standards, only that she may re. 
turn to them hereafter with increased favor 

and éclat, I might easily furnish frem the 

grand army a detachment, that would ena. 

ble my soldiers to resume the positions, 
they have relinquished on the Douro, but I 
must preserve in Russia: a fermidable attic 

tude, and in this campaign settle ence for 

alt my concerns with the North. The 

Sopth will them occupy all my thoughts, 

and two months will be enough to chastise 

and appease the rebellion fomeated by the 

English. Vigorous measures are required, 

that in one year the world may enjoy a re. 

pose more durable than that, which signa. 

Jized the end of the reign of our predecessor 

Augustus, I shall then be able to dismiss 

a part of my soldiers, aud to retaia no more 

than may be necessary for the police of 

Europe and of the world itself, It isin 

the territories recently annexed to the em. 

pire that new levies should principally be 

made. They have as yet hardly been sub. 

fected to the conscription, and I require 

that they furnish, all of them, their contin. 

gents, You will also hasten the departure 

of all the individuals, who being under re. 

quisition in 1793 and conscripts since 1796 

have avoided joining the army by favor, mo. 

wey or fraud. You will order the cohorts of 

the national guards te furnish a tenth for 

the supply of my echellons de recrutemext, 

o But 1 would not have these measures 

eomprised in a decree. This might cuose 

alarm in my empire, and expose me to the 

malignity of my enemies; Let every chief of 

a senatorfal delegation repair to his depart. 

ment, announce my will, and become him. 

self its exstutor, Lot himacimate the zcal 

of the atlministrations and the devotion of 

the inhabitants, and arming himsell with 

the means of 4 salutary terror, let him di- 

reot the seageance of the state against the 

traitorous, the disaffected and the indiffer. 

ent, Joa few days I shall be at Moscow § 

from the bosom of that ancient eapital of 

the Czars 1 shall call ‘the Tartar hordes to 

Jiberty and civilization—a eall, which may 

perhaps render less nacessary the reinforces 

mients | expect from my empire,”’ 

Cambuceres—-Sonators, 'you have heard 

cne hand nat to interrupt the happy una. 

nimity, which binds us by a common tie of 

obedience and devetien for the emperor; 

on the other, net to impede by useless re- 

flections the geal, which impels us instautly 

to execute his ordeys. 
 Lunjuinaié~It is indeed but teo true, 
that so degenerated are we under the influ. 

ence of despotism, so broken aud subdued 

by its violence, that it is no more allowed 
us to applaud its acts, than it is to resist 

them. 
Cambaceres— Count Lanjuinais, we are 

not called here to display our oratory, and 
all that you can tell us abgat despotism will 

not make us so presumptions, as to resist 

orders, to which heretofore we have never 

been found refractory. 
Lanjuinais—The resistance of a man of 

worth has sometimes revived the cotirage of 

an oppressed nation; or at least it may 

sometimes absolve him in the eyes of his 

Creatot from the crime of having alienated 

his liberty, that fairest birthright, he has 

received trom his bounty, 

Gaémbaceres—But who, sir, will heat 

you? Who willanswer to an appeal, destined 

not to reach beyond these walls? Say ra. 

ther, that there are circamsiances in which 

resistance is folly, and when he who gives 

the signal for it becomes responsible for ald 

the evils it may bring oa those, who dare 

barbor the guilty thoaght. Our inoments 

are precious; Count Lanjuinais; beware 

hew you provoke the anger of the emperor 

by not executing his plan as promptly ‘as 

he couceived it. Already I have given or. 

ders for every thing to be prepared to trans. 

port into. their districts the members of the 

senate, whose duty it is te accelerate the re. 

cruiting, and to inspire with new ardor the 

childre. of the great nation. 4 call upon 

the senators designated to prepare for their 

departure, 
Lanjuinais—W hat, then! are we an em. 

bodied troop, that must move at the first 

signal, and go wherever an absolute will 

may direct ?—Senators, | conjure you, sufs 

fer not yourselves to be thus degraded into 

slaves. Remember that you are the only 

bedy between the people and despotism, 

and that if you lose, I do not say the pri- 

vileges, we no lenger possess, but those 

forms’ of independence, that alone are left 

us, we are swallowed mp.in the common 

humiliation, and ¢onsequently become inca. 

pable of fulfilling the duties, which eircom. 
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General Bouaparte with power? Do not 
those immense sacrifices so incessantly de. 

manded of us; those human tributes, with 
which we are compelled to pay homage to 
his devouring ambition; those whole gene 

rations, which we gradually deliver up to 

the sword of the enemy; that youth torn 

from their native soil, from the care of their 

families, from the first affections of the 
heart, to contract amid the horrors of war 
the habits of savage ferocity; does not, iQ 

fine, every thing that we behold, accuse the 

man, who promised to close the wound of 
the revolution} Ah} let the day be ever 
regarded as a day of mourning, and of tears 

when Bonaparte saluted the French people 

with the title of the *° great nation.”’ That 

word, that fatal word, awakened in ous 
breasts a pride, for which we have been 
cruelly punished. We wished to be really 
great, and all our efforts have served only 

to exhaust us, and to exalt to ap unexame 

pled height the renown of one of the gene. 

rals of the revolution, | 

After endeavoring in our revelutionary 

transports to imitate the first Romans, im 

pelled by a vain and destructive ardor for 
glory, we sought to equal the power of the 
last, thus finding both in the republic and 
in the monarchy misery, exhaustion and 
death. No—we are no longer a nation, we 
are no longer Frenclimen ; and he who call, 
ed us “‘ the great people,” did it only ia 
cruel derision, as the murderers of gur 

Saviour saluted him with the name of king 

ipethe midst of Lis loug and agonizing tors 
tee®s. 1 behold a vast empire, a colossal 
empire, but I no longer see a French army. 
Those vast agglomerations of mep and ters 
ritories have stifled even the sacred name 
of country. 
Wa hear of victories gained on the cen, 

fines of Europe, but what seotiments:should 
they awaken in us? What shall we think 

of their reality, or of the advantages they 

Promite us, when they are ever the signals 

for new sacrifices, and a pretext to the des. 

pot for new demands? Weare now or. 
dered to repair to the senatorial depart. 

meuts to hasten a recruiting, of which the 

most disastrous periods of the revolution 

can furtish no example, In other words 

we are appoinfed the missionaties of death; 
we, the guardians of the nation’s rights, 

the asylum of expiring, Jiherty, we are 

charged to pursue even into the arms of 
their weeping wives the men who have es. 

n o wishes of the emperor. Such isthe 
fe Ave 
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