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THE LATE SESSION OF CONGRESS.
The Legislative business of the session of

Congress which has just terminated, bas
been conducted with more assiduity and
perhaps, and with more celerity and

‘ inly, than at any previous sessi

"The object for which Congress was conven.
ed at the extra session, was generally un.
derstood to be, to provide a system of war
taxes, calculated to defray the interest of
the Public Debt now existing, and which
may be created during the war. To this
object, then, they bent their principal at.
tention, It has been deliberately but spee.
dily accomplished ; and the session was not
protracted a moment after the several bills
on this subject were perfected. There was
considerable difference of opinion, even
among the majority, on the proper objects
of taxation:; but these differences were not
permitted to interfere with the public in.
terest, or frustrate the measures it required ;
and those who could not ebtain such a\ga.
riation or modification of the system as
wished, gave their support to that system
which was proposed by the committee of
Ways and Meaos, rather than t the
measures necessary to support the credit of
the government, The laws on this subject,
therefore, notwithstanding the opposition
(habitual on all occasions) of those who
have clamored most about the necessity of
taxes, were passed by commanding majo.
yities.—These several laws, besides con.
taining the general provisions for the as.
sessment and collection of direct and inter.
nal taxes, and for establishing the office of
Commissioner of the Revenue, embrace the
following provisions, viz, tolay duties on
licences to retailers of wines, spirituous li.

uors and foreign merchandize; on licences
to distillers of spirituous liquors; ‘on sales
at auction of merchandize and of ships and
vessels ; on sugar refined withio the United
States; on bank notes and certain negotia.
ble paper; and on imported salt. These
laws to continue in force ‘during the pre-
sont war, and until one year after its ter.
mipation. :

Besides these several laws, in number ten,
providipg a system of direct and internal
taxation, ® law was passed authorising a
loan of 7,500,000 dolls. a part of which is
to be appropriated to the service of the
present year, for expenseés (of militia prin.
cipally) not before calculated on, and the
remainder for the service of the first quar.
ter of the next year, which it is supposed
could not be provided for in time at the
next session of Congressi

These are all the measures taken for rais.
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_ of importance were proposed,
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on which has falfen within our observation. |

‘mode of warfare wh
/than avy other, harasses the

ng on the ocean, ¢

. . v

of which, together

success of their country’s arms,
couraged and smo

and during the session, passed several laws,
having for their object to release the claims
of the United States to certain British pro.
perty captured by private armed vessels ;
to reduce the duties on prize goods captur.
ed by private armed vessels; to allow a
bounty of 25 dollars for every prisoner cap-
tured and brought in by them; to extend
the act allowing pensions to the wounded
in action on board private armed vessels,
to such as shall be accidently wounded du,
ring the cruise. Under these salutary pro.
visions, it is hoped and believed a new
spring will be given to enterprize, and that
the ocean will sgain swarm with our hardy
and adventurous seamen, who have already

countered an gnemy. |

The only law passed of a general com.
mercial nature, is one very important in
its effects on the present state of our com.
merce, and which had become necessary to
prevent our trade from becoming wholly
subservient to the interests of the enemy;
we mean the act prohibiting the use of Bri-
tish licenses. This will put an end, we
trust, to the disgraceful intercourse carried
on with the enemy under this goise; though
we fear that a neutral character is as easily
purchased as a British license, and that
many of our vessels will assume the former
which cannot now take the latter, Still,
much will bave been done to remedy an
evil, which could only have been cured by
a general embargo.

The proposed amendment to the natura-
lization law, which has been for two or
three sessions dandled about between the
two Houses of Congress, has at length pas.
sed, in an imperfect shape we believe, but
the only form in which it could meet the
views of a majority of both Houses, and in
such a form, too, as will materially amend
and improve the existing provisions oa that
head.

In conséquence of the first session of the
Thirteenth Congress having been held in
anticipation of the period, prescribed by
the Constitution as that on which the first
session of each Congress shall be held up.

necessary to provide by law on what

Congress should again assemble, A law
was accordingly passed fixing the next
meeting of Congress for the first Monday

in December, the day on which Conggess
woald have assembled, had no law yn\
| the

' -authorising an Extra Session.
"& The above statement comprises al

laws of a public nature which were passed

during the session. Several other measures
and received

= their quietus in one or the other branch of

the Legislature, among which wasa gene-

¥ ral Embargo, the fate of which is too re.

7 ect our bays and rivers; to continue in

force the several acts auwthorising the em.
ployment of mounted rangers on the fron.
tiers, and te explain and amend those acts;
to prolong the term of enlistment of five
' yegiments of the twelve month’s men au.

thorised by the act of the last session, to
five years or during the war; to amend the
act establishing the ordnance department ;
to regulate the allowance of forage to the
officers of the army, &c. Besides these
military and naval preparations and regula.
tions, two acts were rssod, the first of them
unanimously in both Heuses, which, bav.
ing aiv important bearing on our military
operations, we also class under this head.
We speak of the act to provide for the wi.
dows and orphans of militia slain,and for
militia disabled in the service of the United
States; and the act making compensation
for waggons and teams captured and destroy-
ed by the enemy at Detroit. The first of
these acts assures to the militia.man who
is called out under his cquatry’s banners,
that if-he is disabled his government will

secure him from want, and that, if he falls,
his couatry will take bis family under its

| have a

cent. t6 require any particular remarks
from us. 'The subject, besides, is pretty
well understood by the People at large,
who are quite as competent as ourselves to
judge of its -expediency. Our intention
was merely to offer a general statement. of
all the measures of a general nature which
passed the Cougress; and all the laws of
that descriptien, we believe, are comprised
in the above recapitulation. .
e ——
FROM THE AURORA.
Extract of a letter from a Gentleman visit.
ing the army—dated
 Heights of Queenstown, June 29,
¢ The army in this neighbourhood (at
Fort George) censists of about 2000 effec.-
tive men, and are entrenched on the right
of the fort, which is garrisoned pretty
strongly by artillery aud other troops.—
Fort Niagara on the epposite side of the ri.
ver, is garrisoned by about 400. Some In.
dians lay encamped near it, whe tender their
services to the Americans. I am informed
that our army expects daily the arrival of
4 or 50 Tuscororas and Simcoes. The Gen.
intends, I understand, to accept of their
which [ think wouvld be important agaia
the enemy now, for they are continuall
harrassing our piquet guards and detach-
ments sent ioto the country, by parties com-
sed of Loyal Militia, Indians, and a few
British regulars, Every night our piquets
skirmish with the maraunders. They
e very troublesome. They keep our troops

under. arms through the nights, which ex- |

thrown in the way by those oppudhgh

signalized themselves in every sea by their |
bravery and skill whenever they have en- |

w, | tressing his commerce, had languished and |  ~'
.| bad almost ceased from the want of encou. | about

had dis- | formed of the particulars of the disaster—
that enterprizing | but the loss en either side, [ have been told,
spirit, under the impulse of which, on the | in killed and
“declaration of the war, privateering 50 vi. { ‘men
gegously commenced. Congress took this
subject into their mature considerationj |
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wounded, was but:

gulnr. The enemy’s fleet plague our forces
very much. [t bas been making demon.
strations for near two weeks off Fort Nia.
gara—T1'here is no doubt some stratagem go-
ing on from its movements. It is powerful
in size of vessels, number of guns and weight
of metal, If the two fleets should meet, the
contest would be hard and critical, Itis
expected the army will remain at Fort
George until reinforced, or till the fleets
settle the
umpire of the lake, The weather is very
wet—it rains at least one balf the time,—
The atmosphere very changeable from very
warm to very cold days and nights—This
produces sickness in the froops., - Let me
tell you that two thirds of the accounts gi.
ven of the operations of the army, are fool.
ish, folsome and erroneous, I have seen
palpable mistatements in communications,
purporting to be official. There is two
much puffing and gasconading in the ‘pri-
vate communications, which are published
to the world, And the official account:
mostly say tdo litsle, and are never suffici-
ently specific. Good conduct and deeds of
actual service and magnanimity by modest

men and of inferior rank, are scarcely ever |

particularly noticed. ’Tisa certain few

who contrive to have their names mentioned |
I think a soldier ought to |

for every duty.
go beyond his duty, before he can expect his
name to be received with public applause—

half the noise made in the gazettes about |
this and that character, is flummery and fol. |

ly, and scandalous in the highest degree.
Upon the whole, sir, to the man of mili.
tary feeling, military eye, and military
kuowledge, our army and its movements
and management, present a despicable as.
pect. . The eéxcessive vanity which prevails
in the army, arising from rank unsupport.
ed by military qualifications and just pre.
tepsions, is a great and plentiful source of
ill to the American Army. It is a personal
hauteur, a supercilious contempt of inferior
rank, however much merit it conceals—and
unless different motives influence them, I
fear, ere long, the consequences will be such
as will produce regret.”
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Heap.QuarTERs; KiNGsTON,
- Adjt. General’s office, July 15.

His Excellency the Commander of the
Forces has rcceived from Major General
De Rottenburg, the official report of Licut.
Colonel Clarke of the 2nd Lincoln Militia,
of the successful attack made upon the ene-
my’s post at Black Rock on the morning
of the 11th inst. Ligut. Col. Bishopp being
unable to write in conseguence of the severe
wouunds he has received. Lieut. Col. Clarke
reports, that the objects of the enterprise
were achieved with the utmost gallantry
and the judicious arrangement of Lieut,
Col. Bishopp, the Enemy’s Block.Houses,
Stores, Barracks and Dockyard, together
with a large vessel were burnt, and all the
ordnance and stores that could not be re.
moved were destroyed, and the Detachment
was on the point of re.embarkation without
having lost a single man, when it was warm.
ly attacked by a strong reinforcement of the
emy, aided by a numerous body of Iadi.
ans, who had been emabled to approach,
uivdéd cover of the surrounding woods, and
kept up a galling fire upon the Boats. The
detachment had 13 rank and file killed.—
Lieut. Col. Bishopp, and Capt. Saunders
41st Regiment, severely wounded, Lieut.
Col. Clarke, 2d Lincoln Militia, and Lieut.
Montpesson, 4 15t Regimeot, slightly wound.
¢dpand 20 rank and*file wounded. " -
"*The Ordnance captured and destroyed
ébnsists of three 12 pounders, one 2 pound.
ery'three 6 pounders and about 200 stand
of arms, 8 large boats and scows were

brought away loaded with stores,
‘His Excellency laments that the severe
wounds of Lieut. Col. Bishopp will deprive
_army, for & time, of his gallant and
2 | ; and is happy to learn, that
the wound of Mﬁh h?d Clu:eh not like.
ly loug to restrain the zeal aud energy with
which that officer has so eminently dis.

tinguished himself. |
| 18 sncy’s Command.

Béj;! 1 Ex .
- EDWARD BAYNES, Adjt. Gen.

question between them as to the

| convoy of a Guil-Boat of the 2d cla
| been surprized and captured

| patched from Kingston, under commar

!
|

‘Has received by the Pecey from

his usual supply of STATIONARY, &c,
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by a party of the enemy, who

-

e river with two armed sloops.

Three- gun.boats were imwmag;,a;:.‘ _
Lieut. Scott, R. N. with the view of
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cepting the enemy if they should a % a
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pass by the south side of the river,

detachment of the 100th regt. under Capt.
Martin, proceeded by the north channel.——
These parties uniteg' below Long Island,
and having learnt that the enemy had car.
ried the captured Batteaux into Goose
Creek, they immediately
place; but before they got sight of the ene.
my’s sloops, the eveuing was so far advan.
ced asgo preclude the possibility of attack.
ing them before dark. It was therefore de.

trance of the stream, where they met a de.
tachment of the 41st regt, with a gun-boat,
under Major Frend, who assamed the com-
mand of the whole, and at three o’clock in
the morning proceeded up tie Creek, in the
hope of gaining the ememy’s position by
dawn of day, when it was discovered that
the enemy had removed their sloops several
miles up the Creek, where the channel be.
came so narrow that the gun-boats could
not use their oars nor turn, so as to bri::
their guns to bear upon the bapks—and
their further progress was here impeded by
large trecs felled across the stream, In the
attempt to remove these obstacles, the party
was fired opon by the sloops, and from a
gun in a log fort, which the enemy bad
erecfed on the left bank, as well as from
musketry on the same side of the creek
which was covered with thick wood, and
where the enemy was posted in a very strong,
position, _

A detachment of troops had heen landed
on the right bank, from whence it was found
to be impracticable to gain the enemy’s po-
sition. These troops immediately returned
and embarked in the sternmost boats to
cross over to the left ‘bank, but from the
swampy nature of the soil, vo fit place for
landing could be found. The leading boat
being exposed to a heavy and galling fire
and having so many of her crew wounded
as to check the fire of her gun, the only one
that could be brought to bear on the enemy,
the troops, led by Lieut. Fawett of the 100th
regiment, in the most gallant manner, leap.
ed into the water, and carrying their arms
and ammunition over their heads, succeeded
in gaining the land, and instantly drove the
enemy with precipitation, to seek shelter
withio a strong log entrenchment, to which
he was pursued.  The updaunted gallantry
displayed by the troops on this occasion,’
was calculated to surmount every obstacle,
but the enemy appearing to receive nume.
rous reinforcements from the interior, and
the very great natural strength of the po:
tion in which he was posted, added to the
impracticability of the gun.boats co.opera.

ting, induced Major Frend to order the re.
embarkation of the troops, considering the

object of the service upon which he was em.
ployed, as not justifying his perseverance in
so unequal a contest, and which would when
attained, have ill compensated for the una.
voidable sacrifice of many valuable lives,——
The defachment lost one gunner and 3 pri.

vate soldiers 41st killed, Mr. Hugo, Mid.

shipman,
wounded,

Captain Miloes, Aid.de.Camp to the
Commander of the Forces, who had been
despatched to procure intelligence, met

12 rank and file and 4 seamen

Major Frend on his route, and was induced

to embark in his boat, has beén on this oc.

casion severely and dangerously wounded.

It is with the deepest regret his Exc

Jamén's, that the fair promise which zeal,
talent and undaunted couragze held forth of.
rising honor and eminence in the profession
of arms, is threatened (o be untimely saori-

ficed in this gallant young officer,
By
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JACOB S. MOTT,

which he goffe*s for Sale on
terms for Casa,

, and the
good yard, fronting the Market
Further particalars inqui (
- Tuesdcy, August 10, 1813. *

pushed for that

‘termined to defer it until the ensuing morn. ;
“ing, and the gun.boats returned to the en.

posi-
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~ Adjutant.General. .~
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Jone 24, 1813,




