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FROM THE BOSTON GAZETTE OF MArcH 22, 
THE ROAD TO PEACE, 

Conmencr, Wesrrn, axo HirriNEss; - 
BY AN OLD FARMER. 
‘ (CONCLUDED FROM OUR LAST.) 

We now pay the piper, in the increased price of fo. 
Teign articles, our ram, tea, "ar, and English goods, 
as well asin the diminished value of some of our own 
products, oar lumber and other articles; but we shall 
next summer feel it in the direct taxes, which will in 
July next be levied on our land and cattle, to-an amount 
three or four times that of our state tax, You have 
thought it would not come, you are deceived. I have 
read all the acts of Congress, and you will feel it soon, 
s certain as speedy as inexorable, and as dreadful as 

~ bthly. How much will Massachusetts pay towards 
this a and what will ‘be my proportion of this ex. 

nse! 
oe shall take as.my guide in this engniry the calcula. 
tions of Mr, Cheeves, ong of the most eminent speakgrs 
in Congress in favor of the war, Heestimated the sit 
nual expense-of it, at 40 millions of dollars. To proth 
hat this is not overrated, I have already shewn that the 
expense of the last pine months, was sixteen milljons, 
though we had not more than ten or fifteen thousand 
men under arms, When our standing army of fifty 
thousand men, shall be complete, and our four 74's and 
six new frigates are built, [ am afraid the expense will 
much exceed Mr. Cheeves’ calculation, since being 
friendly to the war, he has doubtless made it as small 
is possible, : Li, 
Of the forty millions thas yearly expended, Massa. 
Chusetts must pay according to her tepsus™and repre, 
sentation, one ninth part, or four millions four huv. 
dred thousand dol{ars every year, 
"We farmers, accustomed to deal in hundreds and 
tens, cannot easily form an idea of these great sums, 

_ T'have taken the pains to calculate our proportions, 
compared with what we now pay, ai 1 find from fi. 
gtres, that our yearly state fax is ofily one thirtieth 
part of what the National Government will impose up- 
on bs, ps | 
Thus for example, our state tax is 133,000 dollars, 
8nd the town-in which [ live, pays five dollars on every 
thousand, or 665 dollars, "Now I find our little town 
will pay towards the war every year, nineteen thousand 
nine hundred and fifty dollars. My own state tax is 
usually five-dollars and I am a pretty good liver, and 
it will during the war, be every .year 150 dollars; and 
if the war lasts fiye years, our town’s proportion will 

. be ‘100,000 dollars and my. share will be 750 dollars 
this ismorethan I can pay, besidesal! mgiiate, town, and 

rish taxes, and much more than 1 aM willing to pay 
for the protection of all the seamen in his Britannic 
Majesty’s service, | 

I kuow they fitter us, that we shall have no direct 
Jand tax, but I have loaked over -the debates in Con. 
ress, and I find that they have adjourned to Ao early 
lt on purpose to lay th®m, Besides, weak ds they 

think us farmers are, 1 cangee that if they tax spirits, 
and foreign produce, | must finally pay becansel am a 
consumer, But Mr, Gallatin, the Secretary of the 
Treasury says he cannot get along without a land tax, 
d am not one of those spendthrifts, who are efNy\when 
pe debts are accumulating, merely begause 1 am pot | 

d ay called upon to pay them. |] know interest is 
runaing on, and will finally eat up all my substance. 
I am therefore against this war, 

~ Gthly, Whether the war has borne, and whether it 
is likely to bear equally updu all the states? 
The war has borse very unequally upon the different 

states. While the northern states have been, and will 
continue to be great sufferers; the southern stages have 
been am gainers by the war, for they bave been en. 

~riched by it. | 

‘No man dreads disunion d : 

so much disapproves the sowing jealousies, and makmg 

distinctions between the states; but then I am not such | 

afool, I am not such a slave to my fear§ of disunion, 

Ags to approve of measures which yuin my dwn part of 
the country, my own native town and State, and enrich | 

he other states who voted for it. ig | 

jig on for the facts; Massachusetts owned more than 

one third part of all the shipping in the United States, 

" and yet its representatives in Congress are only one 
pinth. As the shippiug interests are the greatest suf. 

ust in this dne | 
portion, 
two others 

Lig ove than 
Te all sarts of lasses, Our trade in salted pro. 

‘wisions has also met 4 great check, and would have been 

of our staples, and aié nearly pecaliar to us, 

the states south of New. York 

Ed 

ay 

mere than 1 do, and no man 

or quite ruined. In these articles alone, 

so it follows, that Massachusetts 
cle, lose three times Be hich, las ty Sisice ber jipec- 
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she never did till now; Next season we must kill our ; dd vas nb. 
cattle as the South Americaus db, for their hides dud 
tallow, and abandon their flesh to the birds of prey, 

While we thus suffer more than any other people 
from the loss upon our products, we pay four or five 
times #¢ fair part of the expeuses of the war, or dt 
least of the present taxes, 

proportion to eur numbers) of articles subject to 
taxation, : 
Thus there are one million and more of slaves, who 

are duly represented in Congress, and yet they consume 
no taxable articles; but a poer iuhabitant of Barnsta- 

{ ble county; or of the province of Maine, if they are a 
p of tea, 

. 

little weakly, and want a cu 
double duty, of 25 certs a pdund, 
“So on all spirits we pay 60 cents a gallon, but the 
southern people make their own spirits, and pay noth. 
ing, 1 see Mr. Quincy propesed to put the same tax 
on their whiskey, which they rejected. They like the 

' Union, but they do not like equality ; they like the war, 

must Ray the 

| but we must pay for it. | 
So when the direct taxes come, if the whole was to 

be raised upon the polls, a poll tax every year in our 
state, would be 44 dollars a head; yet in the southern 
states, their black labourers are not counted as polls, 
aud the tax must there be levied on tlie rich planter. 
The war is therefore much more heavily felt here 

than there, even when the burdeus ate fairly propor. 
tioned. 

While we in Massachusetts have been suffering in 
our shipping, ship building, fisheries, lumber trade, and 
country products, whild houses and stores, and wharves 
as 1 am told, ‘in the towns, are falling in value every 
hour, the southern states have been enriched beyoand 

"all measure, since the war. Their flour, and rice, and 
wheat, have been sold at prices higher than was ever 

obliged 

| declared war age | 
| .was three thousand miles off, and did not know it for 

known, and so cunning are they, and so afraid is Presi- 
dent Madison of making them opposed to the war, that 
after all his parade and angry speeches about Bri- 
tain’s licenses to carry their flour, it evaporated in 
smoke, and Congress rose, without forbidding that 
thing which the President represented as so naughty. 

| Why sd\ Why, because it would be as much as his 
life would be worth, to forbid those high spirited Vir. 
ginians to send out their flour even to the British ar. 

mies. But he ®in make the cool and calculating yan. 
kees give up their trade, and eyen their last coat with- 

“out danger of losing his popularity, | 
What made the war operate more cruelly on us, was, 

that 100,000 of our’ population, are supplied with 
bread staff from the southern states, and we had to pay 
them these enormous prices, so that they have been en. 
riched at our expense, LW 

This, brother farmers, will explain to you, why the 
southern representatives all continue to vote for war, 
though the cause of war is removed. 

| 7thly. "What may be the effect upon us, of the late 
disasters of the French in Russia? 

} I never can think’ of the vast successes of the Rus. 
sians, and the total overthrow of the French armies, | 
without mixed feelings of fear and pleasure, gratitude 

- to Gop, and admiration for that distant, but wonderful 
people. 
When I consider that for twenty years, success had 

always attended the arms of Bonaparte, except in 
Egypt; that he had often subdued powerful nations in 
one campaign, I cannot but look upon the late total 
destruction of his army, as a signal interposition of 
divine providence, That a natien on the borders of 
Asia, thirteen hundred miles from France, should have 

. been made the instrument of the liberation of the world, 
| bespeaks something more than human contrivance, It 
must have been Goo, who hardened the heart of the 

, French Emperor, aud emboldened him to penetrate 
with all his forces, info the centrg of Russia. It must 
have been the same divine power, which so blinded his 
usual faculties, as fo induce him to stay at Moscow, 

HIM who insweired the Rus. 
with the heroism which they 

displayed—who gave speed to their horses, vigour to 
their arms, and courage #8 their hears, 
"I cannot but rejoice, that the invader has béen hum. 
bled, and the=oppressed relieved. I wish 1 was not 

perate. It must have 1. 8 
sian generals and soldiers, 

with those whieh have passed in our own eolintry.— 

critical moment when Bonaparte wonld have asked us 
so to do. Just as he attacked Russia, the same month, 
and aJmost the same day, I believe the very same, we 

inst the king of Great-Britain, who 

two mionths afterwards. We also invaded his provin. 
ces, but those provinces were under much greater dis- 

“which | advantage'than Russia was. * She was prepared, Ciua. 
Ed 

This is becaus€ we are much greater consumers (in. 

» all power resides are opposed? So if 

until the severity of the season rendered his retreat des. | 

to make a comparison of the events in Europe | 

We made 4 diversion of the British force, just at the | 

—- atte i 

| Russia is as populous as France. Cangas 
da is thirty times less populous than the United States, - 
The interposition of divine providence against ug, 

and in favour of Canada, was therefore more striking 
The case of General Hull alone, is a proof it, That ‘man was as proud as Pharaoh, He told the Canadians 
he came to overwhelm them—that if they submitted, 
they should be free—if they defended their estates, he 
should punish them severely; he even added, if a cere 
tain class of the inhabitants of the British territory, 
should be fonud fighting, he would give no quarter, 
which means that he would murder them in cold blood, 
Gop hardened his heart, as he led Pharaoh into the 
Red Sea, and swallowed him up, and all his host, sp 
he delivered General Hull and all his host, into the 
power of a hand.full of British troops. 

If any man should be disposed to deny that the hand 
of Providence is manifest in this thing, let him consideg 

{ the loss of two other powerful armies, which have since 
been delivered up to a foe, whose numbers are so small 
that their achievements are little short of miracles. If 
it be asked what I say to our naval successes? I answer - 
—There we are not invaders—but the successes at sea. 
are transient, and will not avail us against the force oug 
enemy will have on our gpast, in thirty days. OQug 
triumphs are nearly over, ) ds will never, I believe, 
prosper us in this war, 

But I ask, what is to become of us if Bonaparte 
makes peace, as he- talks of doing with Britain? Will 
he include us as his allies? Or will he leave ud to fight 
it out alone? We may not be eenquered, but when all 
the British force is liberated in Europe, the conflict bes 
tween us will be a dreadful one, too dréadf{ul for such 
a cause. Even if peace is not made between the Euro. 
pean powers, France may withdraw her troops fro 
Spain, and Lord Wellington and his veteran army, who 
have beaten the French wherever they fought them, 
may be sent to fight General Dearborn, and some raw 
recruits, 
As a sober man, I cannot bat lament the folly of dea 
claring war, and the still greater madness, in persisting 
in it after its cause was wholly removed. 
Bthly. What ought a plain honest farmer to do, 3 

contribute his mite towards a peace? in other words 
what is tke quiet, natural, easy road to pedce; coma 
merce, and prosperity? & | 

_ We who live out of the busy world, are apt to think 
that it is of no consequence to public affairs what we 
think or do. Never was a greater mistake—The quesy 

“tion of war and peace iu the next Congress may turn 
upon the vote of one single obscure farmer, in Oxford 
County in Maine, in Barnstable, or Narfolk, or Bristol, 
A soldier in an army might as well feason in the 

* same manner, and therefore run off in a battle, and if 
all his neighbours reasoned in the same way, it would 
beas bloodless a victory to the enemy as general Hull's, 
A little wheel in a wath, or a complicated machine, 
might as well be taked out without distarbing the 
movements, as a‘ man, a private obscure man, can be permitted to live in the neglect of his political duties, 

In three counties in this State, im the late electiog 
of members of Congress, there was either no choice, og 
a friend to the war was elected by a majority of some 
twenty or thirty votes. Now if one farmer in each 
town had net neglected his duty, all the members in the 
next Copgress from this state would have been in favor 
of peace, and as Congress will now be so nearly bas 
lanced it is probable that this alone might have given, 
us peace, 5 

It is the same with the state elections—If this grea 
and powerful state of Massachusetts should re.elecg 
(Governor Strong with an increased majority, it will 
satisfy Mr. Madison that it is in vain to think of Care rying.on the war. For indéed in a free Governmens 
lew can a war prospef, to which the people in whom 

0 if the Senate should 
continue in the war interest as it did last ear, what 
will Mr: Madison yi He will say “the fbn 
MX. Massachusetts is divided—The upper house is in fa, 
vor of war and of my measures, I am therefore safe, 
But if this great state and New. York, which is as much 
opposed to the war as we are, shopld noite, and ress pectfuily tell the gengral Government that they muss 
have Hoarty that theinpeople called for it; do you thinlg. 
they would refuse to make peace? No, not ene hour 
not if we were determined, : 52 4 
Why, New.Xork and Massachusetts together make 

nearly two millions of souls, and there are not more 
than six million whites in all the United States, § If Norfolk, Bristol, Barnstable, Cumbegand, aud 
Essex, choose pease Senators, we may look 
war at an a cannot believe My. Medios - 
enough, against such a force, to continue ithe - 
to peace then is through the coming elections, ander 
man ought to feel and act as if the war or peace 
ed on his one’ vote, for it may so tura out, since the 


