
> 

£y 

| 

&
 

ple phar Fm up A oe 

F yeach? | answer, my suff 

fs a - #! 

JC iE 4 

; 1 bs 

a FF - ¥ 3 ; 

x « J -& © 

7, # > 
k 

ides 

lor in ti ho a i 
otlier ° mHitaby p ovithr pele 
end the thousand Rerho whe. gt 
blood of the nation, when it is ence set ig 

I always found, that 1 recollected more of the sér. 
mon of the hiisled of my parish, by taking down the 
eads of his distourse. An tI therefore conclude, that 

it is a good thing to diwide, what one has to say into 
distinct ‘heads ; so that a man "mind may take in and 
comprehend fally, or one thing at a time. 

Before I do this, T would observe, that every man 

n the 

war, 

ni erithal al on ri 4 

ing a wary 

altered i in my. A on this subject, by. 

who is a warm, ohspinate, passionate partizan, whether | 
F ederalist, or Democrat, or ‘Repuoblican—évery. man 
who chooses to be: idle, and to drink grog rather t 
to ‘work —every man, who wants an office more tha 
be wants'peace and prosperity, had bert® {ay aside my. 
book —he will find nothing to please him, rn write bnly 
to.the moderate and honest of ‘all part I writé to 
the sobgrand the industrious. I write to those only 
who are contented with being well governed aud whe 
do net wish to be governors themselves, and who are 
not constantly hankering after the people’s money: 
"The subjects I shall say something upon, are: 
1.” Why are weat war?. : 
2. What has the war cost, and what will it cost ? 
3. What have been its frais, and what will be its 

froits? 
4. Who dances; and who pays the piper? . 
5. How much Massachusetts will pay towards thé 

war, and how much will fall on such a farmer as'me? | 

6. Whether the war has borne, and whether it is 

7. What may. be the effect upon us of the late disas. 
ters of the French in Hassia? 

8. What is the best course for an honet farmer to 
take fo contribute his mite towards a peace? 

Lastly. 1 shall compare the characters of old Gor. 
Strong and of oki Deacon Phillips;' merely as Friends 
fo Peace; with those of Major General Witabus and 
Brigaier General King, merely as Friends to War, 
aud as expecting to make their fortunes out of it, 
Under the last head, I shall consider (not sé much 

on my account, for I @m too old and sick to be drafted 
from the militia, but on account of my- ouly sen,) 
whether if Governor Strong should be oar Governor 
next year my son would not be likely to stay at home, 
but if the two Generals are elected; whether [ must not 1 
Prepare his coffin, for if he goes he. certainly will perish 
either under the care of the army doctors, or by the 
bullets of the enemy. 

1st, Why are we at war? 
This is a question which I am often asked in our 

town, and they think because Ihave been a representa. 
tive to Boston four or five years, I must know, Now 
I have no objection to letting any body hear or see what 
I do know abot it, and though it may not be new to 
maay, it may to some, 

I always think it a bad sign ofa man's honesty, hin 
Ifind him shifting his bronnd of argument or complaint 
against his neighbour, Before ths war 4 alter 
the settlentent~of that old affair of the Chesageak, I 
never used to hear of any thing bat the British Ot Orders 
fn Council as the grand cause of complaint.—I remem. 
ber well, when Mr. Madison made 3 settlement with 
the British minister Erskine, there was not a word said 

~ - 

about any comphaiut but the Orders in Counc; and 1 
* fecollect still later than that, Mr, Munroe, our Secre. 

tary, told Mr. Foster, the very last British minister 
- who was here, that if Great.Britain would repeal ker 
Orders in Council, she should bave as full and free a 
trade as she ever had. 
Now, my brother farmers, why should we change 

our language? It is now said we afe at wae on $econat 
of the Impressment of our seamen, 
The British repealed their Orders in Cotuéil nine 

‘months aga. 1 i whether this ice of 
"jing British seamen out of our 
| the French war? I am told—yes. I ask again, were 
not as many mistakes committed twenty years ago in 
taking some few Ameri#ans instead of Englishmen, as 
there have been of late? I have been told, 

sists npoa talog her own seamen out of our merchant 
. vessels, hur he run away and get inte our service, 
and because a very few Past wlohe ad 
in exercising this gh br ocr heme dow | 
after looking as deep as a plain - 
the question, and | 
J Was opposed | 

&, is mot as od a 

1 opinions, only 35 seamen had beén impressed for near. 

| 

 pressmeot at this tide, and that. the evil, 

bg 

subject, and. I think the ll Ta entitled to 

i 

the war has Jasted twenty years, we never had a maa, | likely to bear equally on all the stites? " 
4 aad 5 5 impressed. I invite all honest farmers to make a ‘tike, 

“enquiry id ‘their own towns and neighbourbood. If 

blue they entered voluntarily. 

1agree that our ships shall protect HER seamen iting 

“asking leave of the British Admiral. 

, or en in thle orgrf 

| pre unpaid—I am afraid we shall fad a great 
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yi ’ by yt Bn ¢ 8 for Tine months, sixteen millions ; and 
yet pve hear of soldi rs and sailors, and contractors and 

| yet behind, 
tions... This |... As tof oda Mi, Cheovés, chairman of the 

, rn Dl Pear of ways ‘and means in Congress, states the 
politics | annudl expeuses A the wir ‘at forty i this 

Brit WEMors 1 is, that 

? pes Ll on such Le as pf er 

henorabl wi: varied to i he 
“doe of these mer is pg bur iets of 

State, and the other our Attorae y General, and 1 
ble shoul not be satisfied 1 with 

what was vonsidered so advar s aud honorable to 
two great aid learned men of Mr ‘Madison's party. 
F cannot see that there can be any justice in continu. 

when sach Kondrable and advantagegns of. 
fers have been made, and may now be obtai 
3.1 have been also very much s ed, and, aa 

‘the able ar. 
gumsts of v. Mr. Taggért, Fe diiesshanlve 
Hampshire county in this staté, to Congress, whith 
proved, that we have scarcely any men under ims’ 

“if there ever 
Das hewn say; has been mich exaggerated by designs 

4. wt] own leg fsinduie made an énguiry fnto this 

thanks for their labor and accuracy rom this report. 
it appears, that out of 21,000 seamen employed by a 
great sk ba of merchants of this stata, of all political 

ly fifteen years; and of those only 12 were Americansy 
and of these all but ONE had been dischargél. Gov. 
Gray, whos L mentioned above, has been forfy.five 
years in business, and he never had, as he swears, buf 
two seamen impressed by the British, and three by the 
French, [ cannot look upon this, therefore, as a great 
national grievance; 

5. When I look into my own town, 1 find though 
-— 

they find féw or no cases of impressment, they will 
conclude with me that there has been “ much cry but 
little wool.” They will also recollect that in many 
cases where the men are said to’ be impressed, it turns 
out in evidence, that they entdred Slants or were | 
impressed on board of British merchant ships, "into 

. It is important here to inquire whether we shall 
not ad more than we shall gain, if Great.Britain should 

HER search and impressment, 
This will be a certain loss to her, and no gain to us; 

becausé in proportion io the namber of British seamen 
we employ, will be the diminution of our own, or the 
reduction of their wages; ow we ought not to ght for 
that which if obtained, will injure those for who god 
war is pretended to be prosecuted. + | 

7. This war is carried on to relicve our own seamen, 
and by the report of our committee it appears; that. not 
more than one in sixteen hundred has suffered for fif: 
tean yedrs—Now if the war has caused more than two 
thousand of our seamen to go into foreign prisons and 
probably will send all the rest there, it may be ealled 
a war for any thing else, but not a war for the protec. 
tion and relief of seamen. 

Lastly, We have only to consider finally, whether 
we shall in any way attain the objects of the war, — 
Great. Britain has anew declared, that she will forever 
maintain for herself the same rights which we maintaigy 
for ourselves, and which France maintains and exerci. 
ses against all the world—aow- this ms may ‘be impudent 
in Great.Britain to be sure to pretend that she has as 
much right to her own seamen as we and France age 
to ours; but still I ask, whether she will be likel 
yield this point, votil our three great frigates a fo 
small ones shall have taken her 250 ships of the line, 
and three hundred frigates, 

If people think we shall succeed, I should like to 
liave them ‘by raising the blockade of the Chesa. 
peak, for as I understand it, all, dur great and small 
frigates | are in port but two, and yet our President can. 
not go a fishing f from the seat of Jo aneminy without 

© Irate the pier! cost us in five years 200 miHions, 
28 which is 70 Plons wo more tha, it cost us to achieve or 

procure dur pendence—a pretty heavy debt for the 
° |p privilega.of Bgigcting British seamen from their own 

Yel other farmers, you do not yet see any of this 
1 | new paper money, because it is circulated only among 

the merchants, but you will have to ‘redeem it at lds, 
It is the land ‘which finally pays all the pabMc burdens; 

.. 3, What have been the fraits of this war, and what 
‘will be its fruits? 
A farmer naturally inquires about the érops=If ha 
fladshis land always ci bad crops, he eallsit bad, 

un roductive, We changes it for another. 
hall we aet in an bt mci principle in our political | 

concer ps? 

a months; we were only to move 
} We were. to take postessioh of it as ve would reap a 

) 

We wera told that + we shotld.6 oo Vi oars in threes 
they would retireg 

crop of rye or dts, For ny part, T was ono of those 
“fry did not see, even if we did reap if as with a sickle, 
that it would produce any thing 1 but (ares, ind chaff, 
and straw, ' 

I could not see, that butting the houses of some poor 
Freachmes in Canada, who can but just subsist, and 
who can pay no taxes to GreatuBritain, would tend to 
relieve our seamen (if there:are any) whio areimpressed, 
But stitt I did think, Mr. Madison knew what ha 

could do. I supp aved when General Hull told the 
| Canadians that he bad an overwhelming force, that 

But what has been my surprize-and mortification to 
find, that we have had three successive armies cut off, 
have [ost & thousand men b ‘the sword, and four thou. 
sand b J capfure; that we have not: gained one ineh of 
roxio, but have lost a whole province, the Michigap 
erritory? 
Iam it over puperstitious, but when 1 consider the 

infasion of Russia aud Cavada, by the allied powers of 
France and America; I am constrained to believe in 
the justice and overruling providence of Gody who has 
declared that be will *“ break the rod of the oppressor 
and scatter the nations which delight in war.” 
As to what will be the fruits of this war, the event is 

only known to God. But when we see our Generals 
alarmed for the safety of our own posts, instead of 
boastingly carrying their arms into the peaceful territo. 

‘ries of an unoffending neighbour; when we see the 
mighty state of Virginia forced to distrust the power of 
the Union, and raisig a standing army of her own, to 
defend the trembling and terrified inhabitants of her 

| seacoast, I can predict as Ii ttle for the ‘future as for 
the past. 

_ ‘Some weak men there may be who may presage a 
happy issue from the partial success at sea, We have 
indeed gallantly achieved three naval victories, but such 
was the acknowledged superiority of our enemy in num. 
bers on the ocean, that twe out of the three ships cap. 
tured were wisely and prudently destroyed, because it 
was dangerous ie attempt to bring them into port. - 
‘These partial successes are a cause of ay much confi 

_ dence, and no © more, than if we had captured three vi. 
dettes of the enemy in single combat. This would have 
proved the superior €vdrage of our own videttes oF 
guards, © But what cause of exultation does it afford, 
when we know that Great Britain has 250 such ships, 
and that, learning wisdom from experience, she will 
send thein out in ry hare: numbers as will defy the valour 
and defeat the exertions of our gallant seamen ? 
We have three greater, and. five smaller frigates; If 

the whole force was now combined, they coald not, 
| without rashness and certain destruction, enter the 

Discouraging and desperateas are our prospects 
land, they are more so on the.ocean, On safer de 

I thought this 
national ‘humiliation required a Cova rather than feast. 

This to my mind revive ike forcing Great. 
ita to give up ‘her claim to her own seamen. 
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| "Ou the whole therefore, | conclude, that we arest | 1; 
It being then settled, EE SP gh So amber Schioks men—for the 
all its evils sustaine! m rely because Great. Britain in. right toe mpl ’s apprentices 

Selb rr thin othe sole 3 Ca 
we 

“an 4 blood in & disaStrous war, 
: Nas itary os ANC Aah 

ren dpe dance, ys. wad 

l 4 , 

’ 

ment has our adversary yet shewn his force. On nei. 
‘ther I tear shall we eventually bes fal, for thelzed 
of biti cannot be with us i i piel 5 
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pary revenue, The |/ 

If he finds 4 mode of cultivation always injurious and 

would look down all opposition, that he would take 
| the country as easily as he wrote his proclamation. 

Chesapeake, 
~The capital of our nation is tow. blockaded and that. 
blockade never can, and never will be rais -by any 
foree we now possess, or can cgegte during the war, 
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