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"AMERICAN CONGRESS. 

House or Repansentarives, Jankary 4; 1813, 

The bill for raising 20,000 additional troops for one 
ear being again calléd wp. La | GEG SLA 

y Mr. Pitkin, (of Connecticut) after touching on a 
number of the topics of argument which bave been re. 
ported, took it for granted; he said, that the Orders in 

sent contest. Indeed it seemed to be generally admit. 
ted by the gentlemen on the other side, that the whole 
matter for which we were encoantering all the evils of 
war, was the principle that “¢ the neatzal flag protects 

all uader it.””. The question then was; What advan. 
tage would America derive from the establishment of 
that priociple? To him it appeared doubtful whether 
it would be any, All that could be imagined likely to 
accrue from it was the protection of out séamen; and 
on this be would candidly deliver his sentiments. ~The 
seamen who sailed under our flag, were, 1st, Foreign. 
ers not naturalized, 2d, Foreigners naturalized. 3d 
Native citizens. . As to the first, it was not the interest 
of our native seamen that they should be employed at 
all. As competitors they drove them out of employ 
and iowered their wages. In 1806 thére were 70,000 
sailors belonging to the merchants’ service of this coun. 
try, of which 20,000 were foreigners—a very great 
proportion as’ competitors in another point of view to 
be regretted ; because it was a most impprtant corside: 
vation that in any emergency of national danger we 
should have our own native sailors to defend us, Now 
what was the consequence? A large portion of our 
sailors are not only foreigners, but subjects of the coun. J 
try with which we are al war. So far therefore the 
object of the war if it were obtained, would be injuri: 
ous to this country, 
Mr. P; said that every member in that House knew 

that the coutest in which government had thought pro. 
per to engage us, arose out of a principle which had, 

t ed under the law, which enacts that every one nat being 

injurious to merchants, the former regulition was Ye. 
| stored, Tn England, the captain, all the officers, and 

| three-fourths of the sailors must be British subjects; 
| and yet we think the-captaia only. enough. Tiss is what brings such a multitude of foreigners into our ser. | vice, to our mative sailors’ injury, aud the disturbance 
of the péate of the country, . = 
It wis important to. inquire who were to be under 
the flag we werg to fighgfor? If that we are bound to 
protect; he would agree to expend. the {ast shilling for 
it but otherwise not a cént. As to the foreigners not 
naturalized, what did the country owe. to them? — 
Nothing, - It had beea the established principle of ages 

| in Europe, that every country bad, in war, a right to 
call its subjects to its aid.— Whether the principle was 
“right or wrong Mr. Pitkin, would net ‘enguire—RQut- 
it was establishéd, and sanctioned by dll the able jurists. 
When the nations of Europe are at war with each other, 

4 America must come in contact with {is principle; whe: 
ther right or wrong in the abstract] and ought not to 

| fight against it—uvor was she bound to protect any fo. 
reign born person out of her terkitorial jurisdietion.— 
For want of due consideration some gentlemen miglit 
revolt at this old law, as not saveuring sufficientyy of 
the uew code, but to silence objections Mr. P. stated 
tht the how President of the United States had recog. 
nized it very lately as the established principle of this 
country. By a court.martizl one Elijah Clarke was 
brodght up, and as a spy condemned to suffer death, 

tence till the President’s opinion was known, It farn. 
ed out that Clarke was born in New.Jersey aud had 
moved 18 months before into Canada, where hie marri. 
ed, settled, and had his wife and property in the Bri. 
tish dominjons, ' Yet the President ordered him to be 
liberated, using on the occasion these wqrds * suid 

i 

Has he not told you that he would compel you to 1) 3 
his ally or his enemy? If honor then be your Sie 
be impartial to both; and do not let thE nation be tt 
“open gull of his pretences and false promises, and Pr 
tended repeals of the Berlintand Milan Decrees, dond 
to cheat you into a war with Great. Britain; but even 
pow avowed by him rot to be repealed!! As to the 
talk of nitional rights, and laws of nations, comtinued 
Me. P, they are but a tale of other times—when ty. 
rantsatise, thefeis no national right or law, but the will 
‘of thé conqueror.—Did Arexinser, did Casar did 
Chuaripudont regard them? No: nor nowy nor ever 
will they be regarded by conquerors or tyrants, brit 

‘ds power enforces them. Will geutlenien say they 
think it possible for us to restore them? Idle thought! 
"Twere vain—'twere ridiculous to imagine it,” — 
Here Mr. Prrsix observed, that the hour was so lato, 

he’ was dnwilling to trespass further on the House, — 
There were many other topics, hoWever, which he 
wished to have touched upon, as to the mogde of carry- 
ing on the war, To the regret of every man of judg. 
ment and to the joy of every hungry geatlemdii ia the 

The commander suspended the execution of the sen. | 

‘the prize ship Factor and schooner New.Forge, and Clarke being considered as a citizen, unless arrainged 
of treason, must be discharged.” Yet he was condem 2) 

a citizen, or owing alleginnce to the United States, 
time immemorial, been established in Europe, and held 
sacred among all civilized nations, that every country 
had a right to ¢laim its own-subjects and citizens, He | 
wished to be understood while saying so, as not mean. 
ing to say that in thie exercise of this claim, on the part 
of Great.Britain there were fot abuses—tlidt was not 
to de disputed ;—but he would aver that these disputes 
were greatly aggravated, It would be well then for 
gentlemen to ask their own hearts, whether the govern. 
ment of this country was not in a great medsure acces. 
sary to those abuses. He alluded to the protections 
granted to.seamen, which were so shamefully dealt 
with, that nothing was more universally understood 
than that the protections were ho eviderice of citizen. 
ship. And yet that wag the intention of tue law, which 
was passed in 1796 for that purpose; but being defici. 
ent in directing the evidence of the nature of ‘the fact 
left it barely a provision that the seamen should get a 
certificate of his being a citizen, from the collector of 
the port he sailed from, without specifying the kind of 
proof without which the collector should not grant it. 
The consequence was that many men who had no pre. 
fence obtained them. It was known that some.were 
got by foreigners three weeks after they arrived in this 
Country ; that certificates were actually made a subject 
of barter, as much as ang other merchandize, 

Last session a chse was laid before the House of a 
foreigner, who at Philadelphia, had procured one by | 
perjory ; a thing keown frequently to happen, but thege 
being no law to punish for perjury, either in Pennsyl. 
vania or Columbia nothing could be done in it. What 
was more extraordinary, these certificates were s 
abroad in vessels, and had even been bought in England. 

“4° One very singular circumstance was stated Mr. Pir. | goes on saying ‘“ [ am strongly of opinien that such KIN; 0g such authority as he could vouch for. A capt, 
of an American ship in Bristol, in England, finding it 
impossible to man his vessel, no American sailors being 
at the time in port, was recommended to a kind of a 
broker in guch articles, who undertook to match wy 
number of men necessary to him, with American certi- 
ficates of bitizenship— It 

account ahsenting themselves the fellow went to the 
them: But it did not end here; for the sailors on some : 

press.gang, got them taken up, and obtsined their re. 

confess the futility of it As a causé of hatienal war when 
the evidence of the certificates of protection would not 
be held sufficient, even in a court of liw? While the 
law professed to protect American sezmen it iiijag 
them, the practice being the reverse of the law’s 
tion. The House could not shut its eyes to this; om. 

—
 

reign sailors, it ought fo alter the law, and make them 
as effectual to the protection of our own real seamen as 
possible. Mi P. confessed that the subject was diffi. | forty, 
cult—it had occupied the attention of the first of Pre. d 
sidents —No remedy could be provided: but he never 

is there any but a law that our ownvessels shell be na-- 
vigated by oor owu seamen, whether in peace or war. 
By our law the captain only is to be American, a 
vest may be foreigners,—The evil we now feel is 
consequence of our erroneous system, War, he 
would never cure it—the legislature must cure it them. 
telves, In all other countries a majority, at least of 

sure not; but rather less—for the impressments are 

point, and if, when gaigied it vould beso little benef. 
e actually showed a drawer | cial, Mr, P. wished the auids Jone homsmuch 

filled with them ; and said that he would go among the | on the other hand might and woul the pi sailors to find men; and did so match the men with | suit of it. Oar commer ce qnite, our revenue aouihi. 
descriptions, and the descriptions in his certificates | lated or reduced to nothing—our cities laid in ashes with men ¢hat he put a crew on board of English sea. | a debt accumulated of a size to sink us—and an endlcss 
men, who were tempted by the large sums qffered | train of taxes, | / Mr. P. observed that before the restriction this coun. | / 

try was second only to England in commerce and in | « 
carrying. In 1806 and 1807, our exports were greater tarn to the ship as American seamen. Qught not this than those of F rance ever were in her most flourishing 

subject, then to be examined into? Ought we not to |, period—with 30 millions of population, Russia had 
not quite, 30 millions of dollars, while we had 130 
miilions—equalling our exports that of England in 
1792 and 1793, 

onl . Bat all this is lost by our present evil polic v.- y : pr poiicy less it intended to*make the country a harbor for fo. {§-<so lost that our revenue has fallen from 17 millfgs 
a year to 2%, while our debt for two years is fift 

1 

: we to sacrifice all good past, present and to come? Are | thought of war for if, though negotiation failed; nor | we to be enfangled in ise broils of Europe? It was 
madness and worse than madness to enter into the con. 
test, Get out ofit as soon and as whele_as you can. 
But if you make those sacrifices for honor go throu 

, dered our commerce; robbed us of millions znd hu 
- dred of millions, and refused us the least satfsfactiph: 

lurking about a camp must suffer as a spy. This man, 
though settled in British dominions, is still held by the 
laws as expounded by the chief magistrate to be a 
citizen, il 
The case of naturalized subjects of foreign countries, 
Mr. F1TETN observed, was a more delicate and difficult 
subject—and this was an evil induced by the facility 
of naturalization— <n evil we did not experience till 
war brought it to our very doors. Fortunately very 
few of them were seamen. Only 1332 naturalized 
seamen in all, of which not one half now in service. 
And that a number surely would not be sufficient to im. 
plicate 2 nation in a mischievous war. T'0 that class 
he would have the country fulfil its obligations— bat 
what were these? Full protection on our shores in our 
territorial jurisdiction~—but not when they put them. 
selves in contact with precedent claims upon them. 
. As to the recognition of the rights of the nentral 
flag, it was attempted to be obtained by Wasnrncron 
——attempted by Apiws—attempted by Jerrerson— 
Moxgoe and Pinkney were unable to effect it, even in 
Mr. Fox’s administration, so favorable to America 
No administration—nay the very opposition in England 
—all the friends of America—Mr. Baring himself 
declared that it was a point which, in the present, state 
of the world, could not be yielded. Did gentlemen 
then really flatter themselves it could be done by war? 
Did they think it worth while to shed oceans of blood 
in such a contest? The result of the late elections in 
‘ngland showed what was to be expected, and what 
ought to be done. What did Mr. Mu~rog say when 
he and Mr. PINKNEY were unable to accomplish it: 
After describing the felicitous situation of America, he 

blessings ought not to be hazarded on sach a question!’ 

Salmon Jslawd Bridge. 

reason to be thankful it was not more: for all the ves. sels, wharves, and Slores at first it wis feared would be destroyed. —No lives were i0sty though many wera much in danger, ‘ 

House; he sditdown. Adjourned, 

Re cs Livereoor, N. 8, January 20, 1813, 
At six o'clock yesterday morning, three very heavy 

claps of thunder, preceded by vivid flashes of lightning; 
were heard here, apparently very near. They werd 
followed by a heavy squall of wind, hail and rain, 
to which succeeded a calm, with raing which continued 
until half.past eleven, A, M. when an uncommon bor 
or influx of the sea, rising to the heighth of 5 feat, ol 
ran up the harbor very swift, taking in its course the bri 
Parker & Sous, and prize brig fconomy : they pire 
the prize schooner Polly, and stove in her stern— then 

carried them a considerable distgnce up the river, where 
the whole at last grounded.’ The Liverpool Packet, x and prize schooners Edward am Hiram; and Landlady 
were driven on an island in the fiver; brig Ocean ':roke 
her fastenings, and, hot grounding before the ebbing of 
the tide, drifted out of the river: she was however fola lowed by a boat with a cable 2nd anchor, and fortuas nately brought up under the lee of the fort—A new ship, owied hy Mri Dewolf; broke adrift, but was sa. ve: by great-edertions, th 
The tide continued ifs rapidity until it reached the Falls, where it rose to a gret heighth and carried away 

Though the damage done i: considerable, we have 
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lesired to inake jmmediate payment to 

Ea 

dt 

cab GENO PLE RS: 
Jd LL Persons having any demands ayuaingt the AX. Estate of the late Wirri ax GarpeN, Esq. of 
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attested within twelve calendar months from the ¢ hereof ; and all those indebted to suid estate gre 

JAN E GA RDE N, Administratrire, pl JAMES FRASER, Administrator, Frederictod, 14th November, 1512, | 

St. Marys, ¥York.County, deceased, are requested to . 

payment to 

LL. Persons having any just demands awuinst the Estate of Henny MK v, date of the Purish o 

dbheir accounts to the Subscriber, didy attested; in Twelve Months Jrom the date kereof, and those ebted to said Estate, are desired to make im mediate 
DANK L BLACK, Admiistrator, - Hempstead, (Rueens:County ) March 12, 1812, 

Is there any more cause now (asked Mr, Prexin) Tam | 

much less numerous. 
If then there was so little prospect of gaining the 

beglost by the por. | 

pine duly attested, within Twelve Months from the late hereof; and those indebted to said Estate are desis red to make immediate payment to 

LL Persons having any gust demands aguinst the Estate of Jams Dawson, late of Dipper Har y Farmer, deceased, are requested to present the 

MARGARET DA WSON, Ezecutrix. 
JOHN FERGUSON, Executor, Saint John, February 1Q, 1812, | 

ment to JONATHAN HARDIN G, Administrator, 

: 
— 

wa Railiii 
LL Persons having demands ‘azainst the Estate of James Prace, lute of Maugerville, deceased,’ requested to present the same, duly attested, within tve Months from the date hereof, and those indeb to said Estate, are desired to pake immediate pay. 

Maugervilie, March 31, 1812, 

In a whole century Y:reat.Britiin had nét increased 
n as great a ratio in commerce as we had iu 20 years 

ions, #nd that of the whole revolutionary war was bt 

pose indebted to said Estate, are desired tb make im. ~~ 

A ———— 

LL Persons having demands against the Estate of the late Wirrran Caw, of Fredericton, des “y are requested to présent the same to the Subse 
or within twelve months from the date hereof and 

“ For such 4 point at issue as this (said Mr, P.) are 

it, and make Bonaparte do us justice! What, Sir, | 
ne not impressed and imprisoned oir citizens ; plun. 

‘date hereof ; and those indebted to said Estate, wre dge p 
sired to make immediate 

Feedericton, 3d September, 1812. 

glericton, Aprit ©, 1812. Te 

LL Persons having any jist deniands against the A 
Estate of Grorce HarriEY, late of the Parish 7 

Pyoodsiock in the County of York, Farmer, deceas. i ave vequested to exhibit their deconunts to the Sub. bers, duly attested, within Twelve Months from the 

ABIGAIL HARTLEY, Administrairiz, = 
JAMES HARTLEY, Administrator, + : 

hative seamen was reyuisite to constitute a national ves. 
sel. Louis XIV. who made the best standard of that 
regulation, ordained that two thirds should be French; 
after, in 1716, they went further and made it a law 
Wat every sailor should be Freuch,’ but being found 

‘Were not our ships most knavishly decoyed inby a 
treacherous invitation; and then confiscated under the 
‘Rambouillet. decree, to the amount of 20 millions of 
dollars?—Has he yet made, or are yon wild enough 
‘to hope that he ever will make any compensation ?— + Monday, 18th January, 18 

An ALMANACK PR year 1818, | 
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FOR SALE 
At Jacon S. Mour's Office, 
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