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om the Lisbon Mercurio Lusitaxo, of the 6th and 

8th March, 1813, 

de to the King of Sweden by his Minister of 

State, and of Foreign Affuirs. 
Pusrisiep BY oper oF His MasesTY, 

 Sing,—TFhe day of complying with the order that 

Your Majesty gave me of presenting you an exposjfi- 

on of the political relations that have existed for more 

than two years, betséen Swedenand France, has arrived, 

“Wothing honors so much a nation as the publicity 

that the Government gives to its Diplomatic acts, and 

nothing better'consolidates the harmony of the Mo. 

naréh with Wis people,” than the open communication 

of politighl secrets.— The good patriots will view, the 

account that your Majesty commands me to as a 

new_proof of the esteem tiat the Sovereign feels for 

¢hair- information, and of the love that he bears te his 

country. The nation will know by the adjoined do- 

cuments, and which your Majesty would have publish. 

éd, the conduct that the government observed during 

the bloody tragedy of the devastation of Europe, 

“The relations of Swetlen with Great-Britain had not 

fot come to open hostilities at the end of Nov. of 1810. 

The commerce of Sweden, though less active, princi. 

pally on account of the peace of Paris, was not entire- 

Iy interrupted; such was the moderation of the Eu. 

glish Cabinet! 
* The marks of ill will en the part of France, which, 

in the year 1810, frequently tended to serious preten- 

sions, seemed at first to relate solely to the rigorous 

observance of the principles of the continental stem 

in Pomerania; but they were afterwards openly direct. 

¢d against Sweden, and went even to wish to exclude 

{he Americans from our ports. However your Majes. 

ty attained ‘preventing these consequences by dint of, 

eration and perseverance. 
"Yet it wasto be presumed that this happy situation 

wold not continue, therefore Sweden prepared to re- 

cruit her forces, debilitated by a terrible war. . The 

Fmperer Napoleon had established, as the inviolable 

tule for subjugated Europe, to acknowledge only as 

frionds the enemies of Great.Britain: that neutrality 

the ancient bulwark of free States in the strife of the 

powerfal, had now no meaning; and that all the com. 

binations of politics aud sease of dignity, end with the 

ower of the arms, and by the irresistible will of him 

who thas resolves it, 

In the beginning of November, of 1810, a few days 

Before the separation of the States of the Kingdom, a 

despatch of the Baron de Lagerbyelke arrived from 

Paris. It contained the details of an interview that he 

Kad had with his Majesty the Emperor of the French, 

from which it resulted that your Majesty was to re. 

solve to break the relations with France, or formally 

to declare war against E.gland, The Minister of 

France in Stockholm, Baron de Alguier, presented a 

Note at the same time to the same parposé, and requi, 

vd a decisive answer within the term of five days, ob- 

s rving that he should Jeave Sweden, if the government 

did net accede to the wishes of bis master. © 

“In such critical ‘circumstances, your Majesty took 

ito consideration the external id internal situation 

of the kirmgdom, and saw no means of adopting a {ree 

resolution. The powers of the Continent followed at 

that time the will of France, and the season took
 away 

pe of deriving any assistance from England, n'y p 

the kingdom should be attacked in the course ofy 

winter. Within the fime assigned for an answer, it 

was impossible to kuow the dispositions of the neigh. 

ring States; and the resources of the kingdom tere 

so limited, both in money and means of defence, that i
t 

was not fossible to expect judiciously to support the 

integrity ald liberty of Sweden. His Royal Highuoess 

the Crown Prince, convinced of the necessity of sasing 

the Stites. Wnposed silence on his affections, and Yo. 

éfhylyideciatpd, that your Majesty ought not to have 

any ez d is particular positions, or to his former 

felktions, nulilibat he would execute, with fidelity and 

zeal, whateverfour Majesty should command him, fo
r 

the glory and vation of the independence of the 

we 
our Majesty’ ving for a more opportune sea. 

son the efficacious Ygsource contained in the declarati- 

én of His Reyal Hifness the Crown Prince, judged it 

#hen an imperious necessity to yield to storm; hoping 

¢hat the Emperor Napoleon would rot jeopardize the 

Past resources of Sweden, by rigorously exsctingpe to expec
t thal 

Bostilities against Great. Britain. 
The declaration of war bad hardly 

against England, and the Swedish 
doned to the discretion of the B 

French Ministek began to devel € 

followed au i to induce 

1 

the same obligations, that have occasioned so ‘many 
evils to the confederated States, At first a numerous 

corps of sailors was asked, to man the I renchollet in 

Brest, and soon after Swedish troops te be pui wnlier 

French pay; the introduction in Sweden of ‘the tarifi 

of 50 per cent. upon colonial produce; and finally the 

permission of having Freyca custom.liouse officers in 

Gottenburgh, = Tiese proposals were not admitted, 

both on account of the laws of the Kingdom and of the 

interests of the uation ; for this reason the dispositions: 

of the French Government towards Sweden soon took 

a character of hostility, 

‘I'hies Baron de Alguier, shortly after his arrival, 

spoke of the necessity of a more intimate alliance be- 

tween Sweden and France; and though he was answer. 

ed with politeness, the proposal had no effect. Heal. 

terwards proposed an alliance between Sweden, Den. 

mark ay and the Grand Duchy of Warsaw, under the 

osoiadbn sed guarantee of ¥rance; this proposal had 

for its object to create a Confederation of the North, 

similar in its obligations and design to that which sub. 

jected the force of Germany to.tiie dominion of France. 

But as your Majesty did not judge it convenient for 

your situation and rights to give an alfirmative answer: 
he renewed, without loss of time, the former proposal 

of a particylar alliance with France. Though the Ba. 

n de Alguier had only agnednced verbally the wish 
of the Emperor his master, he required a written an. 
swer, but in the difliculty of obtaining, he saw the mark 

of indifference with which the Swedish Government 

cousidered the French system. 
Your Majesty might undoubtedly have required al. 

so that the dispositions of the Lmperor Napoleon in 
regard to the projected alliance, should bave been com. 
municated to you fully and iw writing; and though it 
was to be saspected that the written answer, required 
upon a verbal communication; was only for the pur. 

_ pose of shewing it in St. Petersburgh, and to prove 
that Sweden was entirely dependent on France, Your 

Majesty resolved to shut'your eyes on many consiger- 

ations, and exerted yoursell not to spfre any 

that might interest the Emperor of the Freoch in fa 

of Sweden. For this purpose a note was delivered to 

the Minister, Alquier, in which your JIajesty declared 

your determination to establish intimate relations with 

France, hoping that the conditions would be compata. 

tible with the dignity and true interests of your Kiog- 

dom, 

The Baron Alquier declared immediately, that this 

answer was insufficient, and that it even indicated that 

your Majesty had alréady taken the resolution of re- 
maining independent of the continental system; and 

when, in order to be able to answer him more fully, he 
was asked what the Emperor required of Sweden, and 

what this country could expect as an indemnification 

for the new sacrifices to which it would be exposed hy. 

the préetensions-of France, the Minister confined him. 
self to give this remarkable answer, ** that the Empe. 

ror required deeds conformable to his system, and that 

it would afterwards be time esough to treat of what 

bis Imperial Majesty would do in favor of Sweden.” 

As things were progressing thus, the season for navi. 

gating arrived, and hie French privateers took Swedish 

vessels, I'he Minister of yoyr Majesty in Paris, ask- 

ed reparation for the injuries done to the Swedish com. 

merce; and representations to the same effect were ad. 

dressed to the Minister Alquier, but the latter answer... 
ed with that dictalorial manner which he has always 

ractised in Sweden, 

commerce should be scrupulous 
mean while, the Swedish “Governm 
the French newspapers, and the 
Swedén was mentioned with emph: 
&onsiderable decrease of the castom.ho 
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Your Majesty, firm in the resolution of fulfilling. 
faithfully your engagements, ‘watched with an inces. 

sant care, that the public orders against the English 
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moderate terms the enormous losses that the nation 
sustained ; but far from obtaining the restitution of the 
captured vessels, and the suppression of such abusesin 
future, the causes were almost always sentenced in the 
respective tribunals ia favor of the captors; and when, 
in some cases, the right was so clear that the tribunals 
sentenced in favor of the Swedes, never did the French 
government, who reserved to itself the right of validae 
ting those decisions, confirm a single one in favour of 
Sweden, Wherefore the privateers, calculating en im. 
punity, had a free scope te exercise their rapine. It 
was not sufficient to condenin as good prizes, the Swe. 
dish vessels, under pretence that they carried British 
Licences, or that they must carry them, “to capture in 
the Sound small coasting vessels loaded with provisions 
and produce of the maoufactures of the country; to 
take those that they found in the ports of Germany, 
where they waited for cargoes, but the Swedish sailors 
were treated as prisoners of war, were confined in pris 
sons, and afterwards sent to the porws of Antwerp 
and Toulon, to serve in the French fleets. 

In the course of the summer of 1811 there eygisted 
disagreeable and almost daily differences betw ro 
Regency of Pomerania and (he Vige.Consul of France. 
To deliver that province from the entrance of Frencia 
troops, a considerable military force was raised to the 
greatinjury of that eountry, because the Emperor Naw 
poleon expressly demanded it; watching scrupulously 
the illicit commerce of colonial produce; but sotwith. 
standing so much condescension, it never was possibile 
to satisfy4he unlimited pretensions of the French Vices 
Consul, A quarrel that happened in Stralsund, bee 
tween the crew of a French privateer and sume recruits 
of Landsturn, and respecting which it was proved that 
the French were the first to insult and atiack the sol. 
diers of Pomerania, was considered in Paris as an in. 
fraction of the peace, and it was asked as a reparation 
that the soldiers of Your Majesty should suffer the pain 
of death, Co | | 
The Biron de Alquier presented in the month of 

July, an Official Note, the contents of which and its, 
uncircamspect style, produced an answer that put him, 
in mind of the respect due to the natipn,; and of the re. 
gards that sovereigns ought reciprocally to observe, — 
The. Baron de Alquier then declared that he would pet 
continue to correspond with me, and asked that a pri- 
vate person should be appointed to communicate with 

Withgg hat is stated the official correspondence with 
the Baron dp Alquier terminated ; however the language 
used, at that time by the Duke of Bassano, promised 
some change in the politics of France with Sweden.— 
Your Majesty learnt with satisfaction, that a proof of 
y was given in the order recalling that Minister, an or- 
der which had been formally required; but the season 
bad hardly removed the Epglish fleet from the Baltic, 
when the French privateers renewed their violence with, 
more activity than before, Your Majesty was thea 
indeM thie necessity of sending an order to the Navy to 
bring in the pirates that should molest the trade carrie 
ed on from one port to amother, and that should hase 
captured Swedish vessels—Many French Privateers 
that insulted oar coasts were driven off, aud one, named. 
the Mercury, was taken, 
Your Majesty, afflieted. to see the evils that your 

subjects suffered, and the ruin of commerce in the. 
~ midst of the most solemn peace, ordered that a messen- 
“ger should be immediately sent to Paris with a circame. 
stantial. account of the injuries dove to the Swedish 
commerce; the necessity of a guarantge agaiast the vi. 

_olence of the privateers was again represented, The 
ton d’ Affairs of France in Stockholm took care of 

privatoec Mercur and of her crew, 

“. The Charge d' Affaires of your Majesty al Paris 'Ou- 
cuted what he had Been commanded. The ministry of 
France appeared ‘to wish to bear the representations of 
Sweden, and to examine, with a just impartiality, the 
wrongs of which she complained. When Your Majes- 
ty was flattering yourself with the consoling hope of 

t od all the grounds of discord between. 
} the two Courts by a sincere and generous explanation, 

of the French Government, Your Majesty was inform. 

eld that the Prince of Fckmuhl, commander of the 

- Frenc troops in the North of Germany, had already, 

after the beginning of Autumn, announced that he 

nN would order the said troops into Pomerania and the 

Island of Rugen, as soon as the frost would permit, — 
3 “The fastraciions that the Swedish commander had re. 
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a power who had so many meass 

py 

an while the violence of the French Priva. 
dish flag increased daily; the Mi. 

| ceived guaranteed to Your Majesty the defence of your. 
| dominions in Germany against any at 5 of a foreign 

force. Unfgrtunately stiatagem preva over doty; 

the weakness of the Chief depressed the courage of the, 

Swedish troops and Pomerania was invaded. ‘Lhe pos. 
terior accounts from that providce were published, to 

prevent all eqaivocation upon the nature of so extraor, 

ar Majesty in Paris represented in very | divary 2 proceeding, (disguised by France under the 


