at six ‘o'clock - Su morning he went to chu'rzh,
and from thence to his brother’s, who lived at
Panchenoit. He met there three French Generals
who enquired of him if he ‘had lived in the country 3
long time, and if he was well ac:ruin,led wuh the en-
virons. Upon his answering in the affirmative, ove of
them sent him to Bonapraie with a letter, and accompas

nied by a servant. | :
- Bonaparte slept on the 17th June in a farm, called
the Caillou, and left it at six next morning, De Cos-
ter found him ata farm, named Rossum, where hc ( Bona-
parte) arrived at eight, A. M. and was immediately pre-
sented t6 Bonaparte, who was standing ina room about
so feet by 16, in the midstof a great number of officers
of his staff. Bonaparte asked him, if he was well ac-
inted with the local situation of the country, and ifhe
; &“‘be his guide ? Dz Coster havi answered him
satisfactorily; Bonaparte told him he \xld accompany
him, adding, * Speak frendly with me, my friend, as if
you were with your children.” -
1 'Rossum farm is near La Belle Alliance. . The Em-
peror remained there till nearmid-day. During thistime
De Coster was closely watched in the farm-yard by one
of the Garde, who, whilst walking with him, informed
him of the force of the army (French), and ‘told him,
that upon passing the frontiers, they had an army of
1 50,000 men, of which 40,000 were cavalry, among
which were gooo, cuirassiers 7000 of the New and 8
or 9000 of the Old Guard. This soldierpraised much
the braver dhplged:g the English at Quatre Bras.
He particularly admired the sangfrm'd of Scotch High-
landers, who, (says he, in his mihary style) ¢ ne bou-
geoient, que lovsqu’on lewr mettoit la baioncite au derricre. )
" During this ime rte- had De Coster called /' ]
‘three different times; to obtain infarmation as to the "
of the country, which he ‘constamly . consultgd.
questioned him chiefly upon the distance of'several towns
of Brabant from the field of battle, and made him ex-
plain those he had'seen in his youith.  De Coster named }-.
fourteen, which appeared to please Bonaparte ; he
seemed very mich satisfied ‘to find that De Costet
" was Flemish, and that he “spoke  the language ;
he - advised him, above all, to give only well
authenticated information, and not to answer for things
of which he was uncertain, shfugging his shoulders at
the same time. He repeated often these instructions,
adding, ¢ that if he (Bonaparte) succeeded, his recom-
pence should be a hundred timas greater than he could im- -
agine.” He dispensed ‘with' every particular mark
of respecty telling him, that instcad of taking off his
cap, he need only put his hand to his forehead.
- At mid-day Bonaparte went out with his staff, and
placed himself upon a bank on the side of the road,
which commanded a view of the field of batile.  Short-
ly afterwards news arrived that the attack upon the farm
and chateau of Hougoumont, which he had commenced
&t eleven o’clock, was unsucessful. *- ‘

~ Atone the battle became general, Bonaparte remain-
ed in his first station with his staff unul hve ; he was.

on foot,and constandly walked backwards and forwards,

‘ :omgmms with his arms crossed, but chjcﬂy behind his
back, with his thumbs in the pockets of a dark colour- .
ed great coat 3 be had his eyes fixed upon the: batdle, -
and pulled out his watch and snuff box alternately, De .
Cester, who was on horseback near hum, observed free
quently his watch. Bonapaie perceived that De Cos-
ter took snuff, and that he had none, guve him several -

pinches, % BT o A T s i |
~ When he found that bis attemprs to force the posi-

tion.of the Chateau of Howgdumont b ng made s}
vain, fiec took a horse, lefi the farm Rossumat five pos. o]

yards from Lz Belle Aliiance, - He o~z by
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s, composed of e.ght- or nine
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padc his horse gua

| RSMMs, advance 3 hewaited the result of the grge
" with the grefitest anxiety but

he saw the flower of his
in‘an instant; whilst ascending the hill
This was his last
Cd, he lost all

hope, and on turning towards his officers said, “ a pre-

army destroyed .
upon which Haye Sainte is situate,

~ sent Cest finis, sauvons sous.” (It is now finished, let us
~ save ourselves.) P i

It was half-past e;ght o'clock, and without pursuing
any steps; or giving any orders, and taking all possible

care to avoid the Prussians, he, accompanied by bis staff,
11t passing befurca

battery of 14 guns, that was near the 'Obscrvatory, he
ordered. thaty before ‘they abandoned itto the epemy,

( th:{‘ Id;hire 1 Z;vounds. .

n h'e:?rriv d at Genappe, it washalf-past nine
o'clock, pdasy The only street which forms this viliage,
was 30 inéutibaréd with caissons and cannon, that it re-
quired an entite hour to pass them, alongside the houses ;
all the inhabitants had forsaken their dwellings. There
was 110 other road to take, because the Prussions occupi-
ed the left, aiid there was no other bridge but that
of Genappe, by \which to pass the river that flowed
there, IEECRPIy A

From Genappe he advanced towards Quatre Brass,
hastening his-pace, always afraid the Prussians would
arrive before him ; he, was more tranquil when he had
passed this last place, and when arrived at Gosseley, he
even dismounted and walked the remainder of theroad to
Charleroy (about ore league). He traversed Charleroy
about ‘twa. hours and a half, dnd stopped in a meadow
cilled Maigenelle, at the other end of the town. There
they

made a large fice, and brought him two glasses and
two bottles -of

; es - pwinc,‘ which hie.drank with his ofhicers.
He took no othér nourishment, They spread upon the
round a sack oﬁoau,zwhxhhq horses eat, in their -bri-

ma

£ - j '.h;.w ’Ar é"lmﬁcr~&ﬂmfﬁm o’clock, after having
taken %g«in&, (16 Whom he gave the horse that
"'had 1 ed DéCuster), he remounted, made a slight bow
"o De Coster, and rode off.” Bertrand gave De Cos-

ter, for his services, a single Napoleon, and disappear-
ed, ds also°the whole ‘staff feaving De Coster alone, who
was obliged to returp home on foot..

" Duringthe whole time that he was with Bonaparte,

“he was tiotmaltreated, except, whilst they were retreating,

on their arrival at Quatre Bras, when ong of the officers
finding that a second guide which shey had with them
had escaped, tied the bridle of De Coster’s horse to his
own saddle as a precautionary measure.

""" From ie ‘moment that Bonaparte began to reétreat
until his arrival in the .meadow of Marcenclle he did
not stop pog‘fc‘lid he speak to any one. He had taken
no notrishment from the tinre he lefi the farm Rossum,
and De Coster even thinks he had taken nothing from
six in the morning. “

. The dy\gts of the baitle did not appear to effect him.
De éoﬁicr‘ who was greatly agitaed through fear,

| ;owwx?:e;a frequently e the neck of liis horse 1o

avoid t whipb,,lﬁ{ssed over his head, ‘Bonaparte
appes ed dispieased 4t it, and told him ihat thuse motions
made his officers believe that he was wounded, and also
added, th#t he would not escape the balls more by stoop-
ing then by’ holding himselfupright.” . .
During the basle, he often rendered justice to the
ing agmy ; he ptinpifa}lly.praised the Scotch Greys,
‘and'cxprested much regret to see them suffer so severe-
by, when they manccuvred so well, and wielded the sword
so ‘dexterously. SELA A b |
Until half-past-five e, a.he had the greatest hope of

_smecess, and repeated every moment & ALl goes well”
 His Getkfalh enteriainied the same hope. ~He was per-

), ‘and shewed much sangfroid during the ac-
. sppesingoutof bumonr,and shvaysspoke
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i Elﬂ Gray, was jterce ted by d‘ French W
ana is one of the documents upon which the chary,,

gainst Sir Robert are founded s .
(o ¢ Tt was determined (says R, thﬁm)‘zu the £,
2

| tive should wear the English uniform; that
./ conduct Lim without the barricrs in an Englisdh o
. lety, wearing the unifurm mysclf 3 that. 1 should b,
relay horse at La Chapelle; and proceed from they,
Compeigné, where Efi.sier should afterwards traye F
Lavalette to Mons, by the way of Cambray, |, .
no difficul’y in procuring from Sir Charles Stewan,
my* rcqm'st, and on my reipwsibility, pasm
Gen. Wallis and Col.’ Lesnock, nameswhich we
because they ‘were not preceded by christian gy,
The passports were duly countersigned by the miy,
for foreign affairs, but when they were presented
signature, one of the secreraries asked who Col, Leg,
was 7 He immediately veplied, it 15 the father oy
admiral. This object accomplished, Ellister (o}
passports for Col. Lesnock procurred  post-hores |
his carriage ; and finally, to avoid all suspicion,
apartment and a coach-house. Bruce fortunately |,
ned that the brigade, commanded by his cousio, G,
Brisbane, was at Compiegne, with the horses and )
gage belonging to the general who was then in Engly,
We saw the aid-de-camp at Bruce’s, where we me
appointment. He told him that very particalar cire j
stances obliged us to pass through Compiegne wi,
person ' who must remain unkoown, we wished o,
an hour or two in a remote and retired quarter,
frankly replied, that he would trust entirely to us
the subject ; that his existence depended - on preseri
“his situation, but that he would not hesitate to accele
our proposition, particularly since he saw yé were |
terested in the affair, T avow that I felt repugnag
at implicaling such a2 person.in this ; but the cavses
(od important - to stop at that consideration, and [ ¢
couraged the hope that a day  would one time arrive g
which it might be pissible for me to acknowledg ds
service.  Bruce procured Lavalette’s measure, ul
Hutchinson gave it to a tailor saying it wasthe measun,
of a quarter-master of his regiment, who wanted 2 g
coat, waisicoat and pataloons, but did not need a s
The tailor observed that it was the measure ofa tll =
and that it had net been taken by a tailer.
~ His remark alarmed me so much that I though itw
advisable to send Hutchinson to say to him, that » @
Quarter-Master could not wait till ‘Satueday Even
it was necessery that the clothes should be carefil
packed up, and that they would be forwarded to hind
ter his departure.--Hutchinson and Ellister ook besi
all necessary precautions with respect to the horses, 2
reconnoitered the barriers in a promenade on the pru
ding day. Every precaution for avoiding accide
being adopted, it was hinally agreed that Lavalette s
be removed to Hutchinson’s lodgings on Sunday, |
7, at half past nine in the evenmg precisely ;
next - day, at half past seven in the morning, equ
precise, I should'be at his door with Bruce’s cobrol
my servant, the servant onm. wy mar,
equipped, as if 1'were going %o make an inspect
That Hutchinson should ride along by the side of i
cabriolet keeping up conversation with us, and that
case any embarrassments occured, Lavaletie shox
mount my horse and I the mare, in order that we m:s
act more freely and gain in expedition. I should
tainly have preferred passing the "barriets on ho ebad
bat 1t was thought that the manner of riding on !
back, might attract attention, and that passing the bam
in fully day, and inan open carriage would v
much confidence to give cause for suspicion. '
The hour being at last arrived.  Ellister, Bruce,
myself repaired to Hutchinson’s appartments, under!
pretext of a party for punch ; at the moment ¥
Lavaletie was t6 present himself, Bruce advanced 1!
top of the stairs, Lavalette took him by the hand, and
saw before us this interesting personage.  He was d#
ed in a blue unform, and sufficiently disguised 0]
without remark in the appartment of an . Englsim
The friend who conducted him did pot enier the 1
but he delivered at Hutchingson’s a-pair of double?
~ relled pistols for Lavalette. Ie appeared at first ™
 moved, We did not permit him ro give vent®
 his sentiments ‘of gratiude, but a few moments &
Ellister and 1 witidicw, and lefc bim 0. the %
. Hutchinson and Beuce, g ol
. % Next daye’;at hﬂf past seven,-, was 23 Hutc Ans¢
In five minutes T had seated” Lavalette, and
at eCLS

- onour way 19 the bar of Clichy.
b Pl oo A6 el b

~ General Officer whom he did not know.. My s

- avoided all questions ;3 1 passed the barrier ata Mo
in returning the salute, | Wbe?
.‘
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