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Oh, Gentlemen ! ho
w 
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the bar of its eloquence 
were all the amatory poéts - from | Anacreon 

dowpwards, who prefered the 

the rose and the thrill of the nightingale, 
to the saffron hide and dulcet treble of sixty- 

five. | | 

I know not 

identical personage, ‘my lord, was the |. 
swain; who, forty or fifty years ago, 

ed the 
ent |. The ‘doctor; lived - something more 

than a century, during a great partof which 
Mr. Wilkins was his companion. ~The fa- 

ther of the plaintiff; it cannot be unknown 
ta you, was for meny years in the most indi- 

gent situation. - Perhaps it is not a ‘matter 
of concealment, that he found in Mrs. Wil- 

kins a most benefactress. She as- 
sisted and supported him, until at last his 
increasing necessities reduced ‘him to take. 

refuge in-an Act of Insolvency. ' During 
their intimacy, frequent allusion was made 
toa son, whom Mrs. Wilkins had pever 

toa lieutenancy in the navy, under the pa- 

tronage of their relative, Sir Benjamin 
Bloomfield. - In a: parent’s panegyric, the 
gallant licutenant was, of course, all that even 

hape could picture ; young, gay, heroic, 
and disinterested ; ‘the pride of the navy, 

the prop of the country, independent as the 

gale that wafied, and bounteous as the wave 

that bore him. I amafraid that it is rather 
an anti-climax to tell you after this; that he 
is the present plaintiff. The eloquence of 

Mis. Blake ‘was not exclusively confined 
to her encomiums on the lieutenant ; she 

diverged at times into an episade on the ma- 
trimonial felicities, painted the joy : of pas- 
sion and delights of love, and obscurely 

hinted, that Hymen with his torch, had an | 

exact personification in her son Peter, bear- 

ing a match-light, in his Majesty’s ship the 

Hydra. While these contrivances were 
practising on Mr. Wilkins, a by-plot was 
got up on-board the Hydra, and Mr. Blake 
returned to his mourning: country, influen- 
ced, as he says, by his partiality for the de- 
fondant 3; but in reality, compelled by 

ill health and ‘disappointments, added, per- 
haps, his mother’s very absurd and avaricious 
speculation. “What a : loss ths navy had of 
him, and what a loss he had of the navy ! 
Alas! Gentlemen, he could ‘not resist his 
affection for a female he never saw—almigh- 

Trafalgar and St. Vincent flitted from his 
memory —-lre gave up all for woman, as 
Mark Antony did before him. © Oh! Gen- 
tlemen,.only imagine him on the lakes of 
North America---alike to him the varieties 
of season or the vicissitudes of ‘warfare, 
One sovereign image izes his sensi- 
bilitiess - Does the storm rage-~-the widow 
Wilkins outsighs the whidwind. Is the 
ocean calm-<-its mirror shewshim the love. 
ly widow Wilkins ! Is the battle won-—he 
thins his laurel that the widow Wilkins ma 
interweave her myrtles, Doesthe broadside 
tbunder---he invokes the widow Wilkins ! 

“ A sweet little Cherub she sits up aloft, 
“ To keep watch for the life of poor Pe- 

_& pl 

Alas! how much is be to be pitied !-— 
how amply should he be recompensed! Who 

‘sweet souled patriotism !-—whe but must sym. 
pathize with hus pure, ardent, generous af- 
fecuon! Affection wo cofinding to require 
an nterview | Affection t20 warm 0 wait 

whether any of you have ever 
seen a very beautiful print representing the 

fatal glory of Quebec, and the last moments 
of its immortal conqueror ; if so, you must 

have observed the figure of the Staff Physi- 
cian, in whose arms the hepo is expiring : |. 

| 
| 

after a winter's confinemen, reflecting most 
al than on her 

| that almost immediately 3 Tie ogipt, Miss 

ble batter- 

opened on her. 
vain-glorious is the 

d have 

the debts in which her generosity to the fa, 

than a week, the indefatigable Miss Bike 

ances; and a rénewed representation of the 

‘thus at work, the lover humself hai never 

riast desirable at. a distance, for at the first 
visit afier Lis return, he was refused admit- 
tance. His captivating charmer was 

likely, rather'on her funeral 

where Mrs. Wilkins was-~-remaified two 

days---lamented bitterly her not hai 

er-—said that her poor mother 

woman, a disappointment would be tht death 

of her; in short, that there was no a 

tive but the tomb or altar! To all this Mrs, 
Wilkins only replied, how totally ignorant 
the parties most interested were of each other, 

and that were she even so inclined to con 

nect herself with a stranger (poor bld fool ) 

mily had already involved hey, formed, at 
least for the presént, an insurmoudtable im- 
pediment. This was not sufficient, In less 

returned to the charge, actually armed with 
an old family bond to pay off the incumber- 

‘mother’s suspense and the brothief's despera- 

tion. You will not fail to ebsere; gentle- 
‘men, that while the female conspirators were 

¥ Ai 

ale 

nawog ap- 
neared to the Lieut. when he called to visit | 

; | fortune without herself through 
t of the law. However, if I am instructed 
rightly, he has nobody but himself 10 blame 

Observe, I donot 

heant en an alliance; that she was sun, dear | 

| maniac in the farce, he fell in love with the 
picture of his grandmother, . Like a Prince 
of the blood, he was willing to woo and to 
be wedded by proxy. For the gratification 
of his avarice, he was contented lo embrace 

| age, disease, infirmity and widowhood ; to 
bind his youthful passions to the carcass for 
which the grave was opening; fo feed by 
anticipation on the uncold corpse;and cheat 
the worm of its réversionary corraption.--- 
Educated in a profession proverlnally gene- 
rous, he offered to barter every joy for mo- 

nty! Bore in a country ardent to a fault, 

bidder! and he now solicits an Honorable 

cupidity ! No sooner was this Cofifract, the 
device of their covetousnes, and the evidence 
of their shame, swindled from ‘the wretched 
object of this conspiracy, than’its motives be- 
came apparent ; they avowed themselves the 
keepers of their melancholy victim. They 
watched her movements—-they dictated her 
actions-—-they forbade all intercourse with 
her. own brother---they duped her: into ac- 
cepting bills, and let her be ‘arrested for the 

amount. ‘What an object for the specula- 

latry of youth! Gentlemen, whenithis mis 
serable. dupe to her own doting vanity and 

the vice of others saw how she : was treated 
---when she found herself controuled by the 
mother, beset by the daughter, begared by 
the father, and held by the son as a kind of 
windfall, that, too rotten to kecp ats hold, 
had 
trampled,---when she saw the imercourse - 

of her relatives prohibited, the most tofling 

rememberances of her “ancient friendship 

denied; the very ‘exercise of her habitual 
charity denounced ; when she saw that all 
she was worth was to be surrendered to a 
family conhscation, and. that she was herself 
to be gibbetted in the chains of wedlock, an 
example to every superanuated dotard, upon 
whose plunder the ravens of the world ight 
calculate, she came to the wisest determina~ 
tion of ber life, and decided that her fortune 
should remain at her own disposal, - “Acting 
upon this decision, she wrote to Mr. Blake, 
complaining of the cruelty with which she 
had been treated, desiring the restoration of 
the contract of which she had‘been duped, 
and declaring, as the only means of procur- 
ing respect, his final determination as to the: 
controul over her property. That Gentle- 
man, acting at once as her. agengragd ber 
friend, instantly repaired to Galway, where 

tions of avarice !---what an angel fot.the ido- 

seen ‘the object of his idolatry. Like the 

he advertised his happiness to the Highesi’ 

, | £580 a-year, and I will be content to set- 
de the odd £80 on her by way of pocket- | 
money.” : Here, of course, the conversation 
ended ;° which Mr. M*Namara detailed, as 
he was desired to Mrs, Wilkins, who reject- 

ed it. with the disdain which .1 hope at will 
excite in every honourable mind. He first, 

- Gentlemen, aitacked her fortune, with her- 

| self, through the astillery of the church, and 
having failed in that, he now attacks her- 

the assistance 

ty
 

| 

for his disappointment. 
vouch for the authenticity of this fact ? but 
I do certainly assure you that Mrs. Wil. 
kins was persuaded of it. You know the 

proverbial frailty of eur nature ; the gallant 
lieutenant was not free from it. Perhaps 

you imagine that some younger, or, accor- 
ding to his taste, some older fair one, weaned 

him from the widow. Indeed they did not. 

He had noheart to lose, (and can you solve 

the paradox ?) his infirmity was Love ; as | 
}» 

the poet says, « Love---still---Love : 

No, it was notto Venus, it was to Bacchus 

he sacrificed. . , . With an eastem idola- 

try he commenced at day-light, and so per- 
severing was his piety till the shades of night, 

that when he was not on his kuees, he could 

scarcely be said to be on hislegs ! "When 

I come to this pussage, I could not avoid 
involuntarily exclaiming ¢ Oh, Peter, Pe- 

ter! whether it be in ligior or in love, none 

but thyself can be thy parallel !””---But, Gen- 

tlemen, let us try to be seiious, and seriously 

give me leave to ask you, on what grounds 

does he solicit your verdict ? Is it for the loss 

of his profession ? Docs he deserve compen- 

sation if he abandon it for such a purpose--- 

if he deserted at once his country to trepan 

the weakness of a wealthy dotard ? But did 

he, (base as the pretence 1s) did he do so ? 

Is there nothing to cast any suspicion on 

| the pretext ? Do vou believe if any acci- 

dent had bereft the defendant of her fortune, 

that her persecutor would be likely to retain 

Jury to become the panders to is heartless 

m
t
 

fallen at his feet to be squeezed and | 

—
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his constancy ? Do you believe that the 

marriage thus sought to be enforced, was one 
likely to promote morality and virtue ? Do 

you believe that those delicious fruits, by 

which the struggles of social life are sweet- 

ened, and the anxieties of parental care alle- 

viated, were ever once ‘anticipated ? Do 
you think that such an union could exhib 

those reciprocities of ‘love and endearments 

by which this tender rite should beé consicra- 

ted and recommended ? Do you net rather 

believe thatit originated in avarice---that it 

was promoted by conspiracy ; and that it 
would perhaps have lingered through seme 

months of crime, and ‘then terminated in a 

heartléss and disgusting abandonment 7 Geén- 

tlemen, these are questions which you will 

discuss in your Jury room. Iam not a- 

fraid of your decision. Remember, I ask 
you for no mitigation of damages. “Ni othing 

that verdict you will sustain the dignity of 

your sex---by that verdict you will uphold 

the honour of the national character-—-by thay 
verdict you will assure not only the im 

multitude of both sexes that thus so unusudl- 
ly crowd around you, but the whole “ris 
generation of your country, that ‘marria 

can never be attended with honour, or bles- 

g 

sed with happinkss, if it has not ws origin in 

mutual affection. I surrender with confi- 
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he bad an interview with Mr. Blake. = This 
was long before the commencement of any 

them on the subject, which muse, in my 
mind, set the present action at rest aliogether ; 

5 

Blake's own family declinedany connection, 
unless Mrs. Wilkins consented to seule on 
them the entire of her property ? Mr. Blake 

- 
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gina, 14 a 1 5d per lb. inferior, 5 a 8d. 1 

the plaintiff himself. © Mr. M‘Namara in- | 

2 

dence my case to your decision, | 
The damages were laid at £5000 ; and 

the plantiff’s counsel were, inthe end, con- 
tented to withdraw a Juror, and let him pay * 
his own costs. 

BOSTON, May 26. 
LIVERPOOL MARKETS, APRIL 22. 
Considerable quantities of Flour have 

come to hand the last week ; and a few 
lots of best New-York, superfine, were sold 
a 704 714. 

silent AT CORK, APRIL 10. 

Flour, 95 a 100 per bbl. ; Flaxseed, 
new, 1,13 @ 1,20; Tobacco, prime Vir- 

PRICES AT BELFAST, APRIL 5. 

Am. Flour. 92s 6d per bbl. of 195 wt. 
en 

~~ WEST INDIA MARKETS. 
The Merchants, Planters, &c. of St. 

Kitts, have petitioned the governor of that 
place, to open the ports, for the admission 

" ® » . Kk - 5 
ga RON rE ~ » » 

3 ‘of Ee wy es 

Ld b 

#05 koow it does not; Bowsven, eli Mas. 

Ri ' 2 $a 3 
wl “hg 1 “9 Ww F . Ti & § 

Es DE Ni 3 0s a Ca Wn 

] ty | neighboring Islands, to be 1a a stace of 4. ar 
s } most absolute starvation. ‘This memoria), o 

was accompanied with the proce: dings of a . ; 

meeung of Merchants, Planters and others, po 
in the town of Basseuerre, convened for he To 

purpose of devising som: means of averting = 
the evils of starvation with which they 32 4a 
threatened, One of the Resolutions of hs No 
meeting expressess conviction that the shop. RCA 

ness of the crops the last year, both. ig de i A 
United Statgs and Europe, will render jt jy. + Bag 
possible that they shuld continue 10 receipe re 
even the inadequate supply heretofore dhain. 
ed from these sources. - The resolutions re. 
commend the 1mmediate formation of he A 
meeting toan Agricultural Society, fir was I 
the purpose of adopting such a system of betw 
cultivation as may yield the most abundan morn 
crop of ground provisions. - THE Saler 

A proclamation also appears from the and | 
vernor of St. Vincent, aud other Grenady have 
Islands, prohibiting the exportation fro -— 
those Islands, for six monihs from the dae a 
thereof, of every species of ground pro. wi 

| visions under the penalty of forfeiting the a 
vessel and cargo by those who may infractthe Pla 
proclamation. . eis 0 Wh 
These accounts are taken from the Asti. Ad 

gua Register, of the 2gth April. an 

Capt. Conklin, arrived at Bzlimore frome -r-Jeou 

Amsterdam, in 23 days, informs, Sil pe 
kinds of business there was in a very depres. - Cali 

sed state. . Tobacco and uther articles of A Can 
merican profluce were very low. . Fourteen 
sail of vessels were preparing to take out up- 

wards of 5000 Swiss and German passen- 
gers, who were about to seek an oc in sata 

America. The ships were desticed princi Cast t 
pally for Philadelphia, ; The ter 

gta : Oh Gk 

THE SEASON. Pre 
_ Bad Prospect.—Tue Worcester papers. - 

give many alarming accounts of the depres This is 
dations of the Locust Larva, or Cut Worm, This is 

in the pastures of that vicinity. We hve. Dyiag 
conversed with gentlemen from many partsef The sot 
the country, and find the accounts of the de- - 2 
straction of this voracious insect---and the — 
fears excited by them, have not beey éxag. S. 
gerated. ‘We have heard of their appearance, On F 
in Lancaster, Billerica, Bridgewater, Sher- - 
burne, Shrewsbury, and numerous ‘othe 
places besides those which have been ments 
oned. In the towns to the westward they 
are ‘extremely numerous. A gentleman 
from Shrewsbury informs us, that on Tues: 
day afiernoon he was present when a square. 

foot of earth was dug up, and upwards of 
3006 of these insects found in it, Ouria- 
formant says, they commence their depredas 
tions about 5 o’clack in the aficrnoony and 
cease about 7 in the morning. There pros 
gress is in a direct course, turning nether 
to the night nor left ; and when they meet | 
obstructions in front which they cannot sur- A 
mount they persevere until they perish, 
Furrows made in font of them are found to 
be an effectual impediment, when not very; 
numerous. A similar Worm appeared about 
the year 1779 ; and the sidges of furrows nest dl 
‘then made to stop their progress are visible, contin 

in many places. Our informant conje- a . | 

tures that the eggs from which these voraci boas 
ous insects have issued, were deposited bybihe ores 

| innumerable small flies which were seen in Fred 

{ mediately afier the snow was dissolved last PR 5. 

J year. They do not touch clover gus. - 

1° Theeditor of the Ceniinel bas a phial A 
containing a number of these sects; some LiaM 

of which are over & inch long. They ae cased, 

{ of 2 brown color, with a light longitudinal ly attes 
stripe ; theirheads lighter than their. bodies; neref 

and appear to be very voracious.---1n Lane are des 
caster, a farmer had 40 acres of pastureso §4 

completely destroyed by them, that pot 4 LL 
single spire.of green grass is left thereons Wakefe 

Better Prospects. Weare glad . 
| that in some other places, the pasture fst: TO B 

attacked by them, are recovering their Ver 0s il 

dure ; and that the rootsof the grassafenot of 
injured. - pai gr 5B _— | NE | 

Wheat, ithe western countries of News | oad ar 

York, was neyer known to exhibit a more + Bll from 55 
flourishing appearance, ~~ inden AN 

From Maine we have the most pleasing J." U0 
prospecisof an abundant harvest of fr uitand [old on th 

grain. fs | IP der 
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EROM THE BRITISH NAVY LIST FOR % 

MARCH, 18177. @ * 
Winows’ Pensions-—Of aflag Of . © JF "0her 

ficer, per An. £129; Admirals; 100 § Oth 

Post Captains, 80 2 go ; Comm | Fred 

70 ; Co. superan: 60 ; Lieutenants; 50 3 
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