
—
1
 

260 yelacigdly widituod, v6 ahr ct giana, 

fry Are Fi des 

| their consciences were clear from every. ac- 

by her friends’ arguments ‘than convinced | 
by them, waved all further objections, and {p 

: erg i of the last mysteri- 

Jee. distressing 
"ceived, she would have been perfectly hap- 

their apprehensions, or whatever ight tend 

4 

le Lad an azony ves 4 dre 4 knew 

rw Bg ec weed 
that, whatever consequences might ensue, | 

cusation, 
dna, therefore, Hom guipowered 

consented to the —. yin: place in 
three ty | 

Georgiar yw | s period § 
“alone, or in her | 

rive, brought to her recol- 

since that event, she had 
aution taken to prevent any 

interruption, from the want of proper cau- 
tion:in respect to the doors, 
‘The time last appointed passed on with: 

eut any thing occuring which could case a 
mortient’s uneasiness 3; awd could our 
horoint Have “banithed from "her memory 

intimations she had re- | 

ous nofe— 

{ ¢ fod 
The eventful morning arrived .~—The Joy | 

this occasion would have naturally inspired 
in all parties, wasovercast by a strange dread 
of some unpleasant event, which it was im- {i 
possible to be entirely - divested from ; but 
each carefully concealed, in their own breast, 

to damp the happiness of the other. 

Lords’ Desmond and Seymour, with the 
colonel and Edmund, formed the male part 

of this company, whilst Georgiana (who 
might, with truth, be ‘called the mourning 
bride, for she yet dreaded some serious inter- | 
ruption), attended by two elegant young 
ladies, as bride’s-maids; composed the fe- 
male, who, in separate carriages, Feached the 
church, 

- Lord Desniond, who was to act as facher, 
conducted Georgiana, whose trembling agi- 
tation was so violent, that lord Desmond in 
vain edeéavoured to tranguilise her mind, by 
every encouraging sentence he could whis- 
per, as they walked through the - long isle 
which led up to the altar, 

Fearfully, she threw a timid glance around 
the cold and empty chitech, but nothing met 
ber view but the. lofty marble monuments 
and cored ola which recorded 
the valiang apd heroic deeds of many an 1l- 
lustrious ancestry and the more humble, 
though mese beneficial, records of those 
whose demestic-virtues only made them con- 
spicuons ‘to those to es their meric was 
known and felt. The waving banners, 
suspended: over the achi¢vements of cach he- | 
ro here, now resting in peace, agitated by the 
rushing current of 2 air, added to the increa- 
sing terrors of Georgiana, who was every | 
Ins@ant expecting to see some terrific 
figiire + start forward to oppose’ her happi- 
ness, 
But her ideas were soon collected again 

by the awful ceremony beginning, the soem | 
nity of which drew her whole and fixed at 
tention---it proceeded to the moment where 
the earl of Desmond was on the 

fore this worthy 
 the-cause of your strange 

or unmans my | 
tation; oi sgniing rebiiction rvs my oy | 

hv to madres.” 

presumptive or ox li peg your | 

present appearance, added to the unwor. hy 
and indirect manner you have made it in, 

does not affect us with terror, with agitation | 

pared to see us, to witness this scene P---. 

lain, then, at_ this altar, where you “have 

threatened us with many me menicés, and § 

conduct, and what 

has induced the shameful behaviour you have. 
adopted towards us---why have you dischi 

ed so low, as to deceive and i injure us, an 
| to introduce 
which your own deceptions have occasioned, 
in this unwariantable manner ?---Speak ; 
and let a sufficient apology, well- -grounded 

f and reasonable, plead your excuse.” 

This address appeared to increase de is- 
traction of the tortured F itzhugh. 

Without appearing to notice it, he gave 
an agonising groan; and, striking his hand 
vehemently on oy forchead, eb Oh, 
God ! this 1s too much---it 1s more than hu- 
man nature can sustain. Can .my proud 
soul bear the full discovery of my numerous 
crimes—--can I survive the presence of these 
injured partes. —Ah ! : no---1 feel 1 is 
it 18 imposible.” 

So saying, he drew a concealed stiletto 
from his pocketand, before he could be pre- 

[ vented, with the violence of madness, plung- 
ed 1t into his breast, 
A stream of blood instantly defied 

the pavement, on which he fell with a op 
groan. 

Georgiana, whose mind during this heh 
scene was in a state bordering on frenzy, 
no sooner witnessed the last dreadful action, 
than she fainted in the yet supporting arms 
of her uncle, and appeared as lifeless and in- 
sensible as the body which lay weltering at 
her feet. 
By this time a number of attendants came 

to their assistance.---Georgiana, and Fuz- 

proper apartments, and ‘the best advice im- 
| mediately proeured.. 

Before the arrival of the surgeon Mr. 
Fitzhugh had recovered sense and speech ; 
and Clipe was likewise restored to per-: 
fect recollection. 

preparations for her, and given orders for 
her being kept particularly oy proceed. 
ed to visit his other patent. 
On examining the wound, he made no 

was net apprehensive of immediate death, 
thinking i it pb he mi igh SUTVIVE sever- 
al days. 

Proper Siig being applied, 8 some 

vived, and, ina fiint voice, entreated the 
surgeon to inform hum truly of his fate ;. 

the utmost pleasure atthe. 

granted him to make his peace with ; 

giving her away, when a litde door, by the 
side of the communion table, was Viera, 
thurst open ; and, to the astonished eyes 
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scruple in pronouncing it mortal, though he | | 

which being communicated with much deli. 
cacy, he expressed | 

‘intelligence, and added, he was happy a few 
hours were 

point of | - oy man, by every SndeFous the time. ‘bear the communications ivy attended with 
aliowe ck od 

| dent desire, to Sonid the reasons which had | 

things | sled with the” 

forcibly fore rim he po dhe lee id 
hid ‘eb iy | first saw v lord Desmond-—-his confused : and in- 

1 ent catas- 

: Ler which would, most probaly, termin- | 

All their ideas on ne events were “nei: 

like yours. Did you not cottie héré, pre- ly similar---but they were silent---each wait- 
By _ fed the elucidation of these mysteries | from 

himself, as they doubted nothis presént situa- 
{ tion would tempt him to give ‘a pasticulae 

CY 

explanation, 
Poor Céorgiaris, added to these afflicting 

thoughts, had the additionally Sicrontag | 
one, that the man, who now appeared, - 
fn all 

yourself, at a moment like this, | tages, was her husband, and the father of her 
eyes, under such dreadful disadvan- 

child. 
“The message 

‘Mr. Fitzhugh, corroborated the 
the much-desired developement ; ; and he de- 

termined to attend hun, as soon as he possi- 

bly ‘could, the next morning. 

On entering the apartment of Fitzhugh’ 
the following day, the fin found, on en- 

quiry, he had passed a ight of great suffer- 
ing-—-that he how sat up in the bed, sup- 
ported by pillows, in which position be | 
felt easier, and that he had express. | 

ed much impatiefice for the colonel’s arri- 

val. 

On being informed the colonel was m his 

room, a great degree of perturbation .again- 

seized him, as much as possible, he endea- 

voured to conquer. e begged him to 

approach ; and i to be alone with 

him, the attendants immediately quid the 
room, 

¢ Behold.” said Fitzhugh to the colonel, 

in faultering accents, * the victufi of ambi- 
tion, of avarice, and ingraitude, who 

has progressively pursued a plan of du- } 

plicity, which has finally led to this conclu- 
sion. 

6 Happy. am I hod TIRE in its mercy 

has permitted me time to ease my mind, by 
| a full confesson of my villanies-—--to solicit 

pardon from Heaven and those I have offend- 

ed---and to compose and prepare my mind 
for the awful chafige which is about to take 
place. -Humilatin, indeed, is the task I 
hive to perform.” * 

‘Ashe concluded this sentence, agitation 
was so violently increasing the colonel was 
‘going to call in some assistance, but Fitz- 

{ hugh vehemently begged he would not ; 
The doctor having sidiead some trifling | for that, on no consideration, would he miss 

the opportunity of the present conversatiorr, 
which a few hours would, -mzst pro- 
bably, incapacitate him from continuing, 

He then requested the colonel would 
give him a small 
from which he had found great relief in the 

t. 
a colonel instantly Saniora it, which 
appearing much to refresh him, he prepared 

| cordials adminis, eid: he appeared much re- | to pursue his discourse. 
But the colonel, though” he ever, disliked 

Francis, yet, compassionating his present. Si= 

uation, entreated he would not exert him- 
self too much ; for, though be had an ar- 

influenced his proceeding sy yet he could oot 

so much trouble to him-—-* for though,” 
tinued he evlonel, emphatically, «he 

ed my wit i nguine wishes, yet, situated as 
in | irl were, | - Posicled my | 

mind to Leif’ i | 
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quantity of a cordial, | 

a
 

a bition yey % Ainchy ock deg 
in my heart, and oc senses were rd 

| of Desmond. 5 4 will net waste brea i 
" : calling back to your recollection the transac 
© 1 tions of our boyish days, or I could stare 
| many instances where those passions mighs 

be easily distingushed ; but yout brother and 
| BE yourself were too noble to sie them at chat 
time, 

4 My. first grand source of; joyand hide 
tion was when colonel Dunscomb took you 
with him to India :---this I greeted as my 
first step to dawning greatness, and 1 sip. 
cerely prayed you ufight never more be heard 
of. “Ina few years, the expectation of yous 
return with a wife, and p prospects of an in 

| creasing family, again almost blasted my fi. 
sing’ h 

Shall I furtker expose ihe blacknessof 
{ my heart, by stating the joy which took por. 
session of it, when the’ express arrived from 

your. infant was a daughter.” 

% 1 entreated your brother to let me be 
absent at the sorrowful meeting which was fo 
take place, pretending, as 1 could be of no 
use or consolation, I wished to spare myself 
j- distressing interview, and would intro. 
duce myself to you when time should have, 

| in some degree, blunted the severity of yous 
affliction-: but the fact was, I wished to res 
tire, and brood over my {attering prospects, 
~-Every thing conspired to favour my ris 

| sing hopes. From a fortunate concurrence 
of circumstances to me, you left your infans 

far distant from her connexions, and deter 
mined yourself to return to India. 

21 | “ Rejoiced was I when 
fast leave of Desmond castle, which I warm. 
ly prayed you might never enter again :--= 
but still I was wretched on vour account-- 
I dreaded your marrying again, and saw, in 
prospective, a numerous race of your chil 
dren. 

Thus, I shored hike you lived my 
} hopes were very slender. 1 therefore began 
to conceive the design of intercepting your 
letters, to make it appear, as much as I pos. 

ful, and so to perplex the-enguires, that no- 
thing but your return: should prove your 
existence, 

“ Fortune, in this instance, appeared 
peculiarly to favour me, for I had not wai 
held more than two of your letters, when the 

{ correspondence really did cease. My heart 
| palpitated with rapture, astime elapsed with- 

out hearing account of you.---Every possi- 

ble method of discovering what had become 

of you was adopted, in which I now warm- 
ly joined, from my anxious desire to. prove 
your death, and every enquiry served rather 
to confirm than dissipate my hopes, though 
your brother never ceased expecting your 
return, and could not be induced to enter- 
tain an idea of your death, as no official ac- 
count had been received of it. Wn 
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