
‘We have been obligingly favored 
w 

disclosure of the facts in relation to this un- 

| , and awful event. This extract will 

be read with deep interest, and the 
comind- 

are at last det:cted :— ab 
~~ Lansingburg, March 26. 

«1 you have heard that Thomas 

Lent, of the borough about six miles from 

‘Waterford, has been committed tojail as one 

of the murderers of Miss Hamilton. Sw: 

was en in this guilty business with an- 

other, we name of Sichler, a native of the
 

“same town. Lent has confessed all the par- 

ticulars, to which he has subjoined his sig- 

Lent and Sickler had enlistened in the ar- 

my, from which they deserted and returned 

‘home ; but being pursued, they, to prevent
 

.being taken, determined togo to New-York. 

—Sickler resolved to violate the chastity of 

the first female he should conveniently meet. 

met Miss Hamilion in Athens, near 

ter father’s house. ~ Sickler seized her with 

frei round the waist, and with the other 
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ressed upon her mouth. Lent took her by 

legs.— They carried her about a quarter 

of a mile up to the faal bridge. There 

Sickler committed the rape ; and (as Lent 

says) on account of her strugglings and ag- 

onized resistance, Sickler asked Lent for his 

club, with which Sickler broke in her scull, 

and having robbed her of her gold ear-rings, 

threw the bo'y into the creek. They both 

gan and reached a barn about two miles be- 

dow Caskill, where they slept that night. 

"In the morning they got on board a Troy 

“floop, arrived soon after in New-York, tar- 

aied there 2 day or two, and then returned 

"on the west side of the river ; stopped near 

Catskill, hired themselves out for a month, 

stole two horses, were overtaken, and com- 

‘mitted to Catskill jail for the theft ; broke 

jail and returned to the borough. After 

some ime 

where he has “resided : nearly-ever since; in 
the country of Cayuga. “But the eye of 
‘God is upon the wanderings of the murder- 

prudence of the human mind, It wassoin 

‘this case. ~ Sickler had given frequent hints 

{obscurely indeed) that he and Lent had 
perpetrated the crime in question, but these 

hints were not regarded as any thing more 

than the vain boating of abandoned villainy. 

At last however, the thing was brought to 

light. Lent’s wife was found reading by | 

her. husband ; he asked her what ; she said 

the Bible ; he snatched it from her, swear- 

ing bidterly, and threw 1 into the fire ;— 

she got it out again, and a quarrel ensued, 

dn which he threatened her Life, and told her 

she had killed one woman already, and would 
"kill her. Her sister’s husband, Isaac Arm- 
strong, came in at this time, and heard the 
words.  Hementioned themata Mr, Trip's, 
at whose house Sickler had been brought up, | 
and where he had boasted of the crime. Thus 
brought to their recollection what they had 

"heard Sickler say in Lent’s presence, and 
mentioned it to Isaac Armstrong. He 
came down to Waterford, and told it to Mr. 
Fracklin Livingston, the Deputy Shenff, 
who went-up and took Lent at his own 
isk ; summoned the witness ; and afer se- 
veral examinations, Lent confessed the whole. 

Mr. Livingston, empowered by the Recor- 
derof Albany and the Lieut. Governor, sat 
off mn pursuit of Sickler Jast week, and 1 
hope by this time has got in safe custody 
the other monster.” 

Sickler went to the —— 

by the title of  Spencean,” whose tenets 

wete principally drawn from the ‘works of 

years ago. That at meetings of some of 
these societies it was urged, that, Pérfiadien 
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tary Reform must be held out as the ostén- 
sible object of their efforts, and with a view 
to mislead their enemies ; but that it was in- 

fact only a half measure ; and that the peo- 

ple ought to look to the possession of the | 

land, and nothing short of that ; and that; as’ 

to the constitution, of which so much had 

been said, this country hed no constitution, 

could any man tell what it was. In other 
societies founded on the S pencean principles, 
it had been maintained, that the only reme-: 
dy for the grievances of the people was" to 
hunt down the land-ovners, and to deprive 

+ 

4 ey and that the meeting adjourned to the 

for it was not to be fourd in any book, mor | 4 

those still greater wretches the fundholdersof | p 

15th of 

was some plunder in the evening of the 

id of December, by which tims it was 
hoped means might be found to ‘accelerate 

accomplisiment of the projected under- 
waking. | Je 

That your Committee find that not a mo- 
ment was lost in the interval between the 
first and second meeting, to take advantage 
of every circumstance which could” further 
the attainment of the objects in view. Ad- 
d wional publications of an inflammatory na- 
ture were circulated every where.  Endea-- 
vours were made to raise a general subscrip- 

tion for the support of those who had relin- 
juished their ordinary occupations, to ena- 
ble them to devote themselves to these pur- 
poses, which persons had hitherto chiefly 

been paid by a principal member of one of 

the Societies, A plan was formed for the 
seduction of the soldiers, by raising hopes of 
romotion in the event of their joining in 

their pretended rights. ¢ 
It appeared also, that these, and other so- 

cieties of a similar character, had been gritlty 

of the most blas sand impious Ppro- 

ceedings ; and that, as they assumed to be: 
olitical dasciss- of a convivial nawre, their pol 

the approaching attempt, and exciting dis- 
content among them by a story of the land- 
ing of a large foreign force in the country. 
It was again recommended that the barracks 
should be the object of particular observa- 
tion. Those quarters of the town where 

sions were followed bv songs of the mosfisn- 

the recitation of profane parodies of the hi- 

targy, and of various partsof the Holy Scrip- 
tures. j 

That in order to extend the principles of 
these societies over the whole Kingdom, the 

most active efforts were made by their vari- 

ous members ; and in consequence, those 

principles were disseminated in speeches at 

public meetings to the discharged soldiers 
and sailors, and to the distressed labourers 

and manufactures of the country ; and that, 

! 

flamatory and seditious description, and by 

| 

distress was most prevalent were visited by 
individuals appointed to inflame the people. 

Those warehouses along the river, and those 

shops in various parisof the town where arms 

were deposited, were carefully noted. A 

plan was also formed for theseduction of the 

sailors, by offering them additional pay under 

the new Government which was about to be 

established. 

That immediately before the Meeting of 

the 2d December, many persons connected 

with these proceedings procured arms of va- 

rious descriptions. - It was thought that suf- 

in aid of this object, incredible activity had 

stances gratuitous publications, unfolding the 
doctrines of the sccieties. 

That it had been proved to the entire sa- 
tisfaction of your Committee, that ‘antim- 

body as delegates, conceived and declared 
thai in their opinion the objects which they 
had in view might be and ought to be in- 
sured by an effort of the physical strength 
of the people to overpower the constitution- 
al authorities. That they considered the 
first step which should be taken by them 
for this purpose, was by their individual 
exertions to discover and foment the dis- 
contents of the metropolis and its vicinity ; 
and that returns of their proceedings’ were 
made by the individual delegates to the ge- 
neral body. 2, 

That it appears to your Committee that a 
plan was formed, by a sudden rising-in the 
dead of night, to surprise the soldiers, and 

sioned, to set fire to the town in various 
places, and to take possession of the Bar- 
racks, the Tower and the Bank. That to 

assist in the execution of this project, a 

formidable machine was invented withiwhich 
the streets could be cleared of ail opposing 
force. This plan was, however, relinquish- | 
ed as premature ; and it was resolved that 
it would be more proper to ascertain the 
strength of the popular party, by convening 
meetings under the pretext of taking into 
consideration the legal mode of redressing 
the grievances ; and a map of London hav- 
ing been examined, Spafields was selected 
as the place whence an autack on the Bank 
and the Tower could with the greatest fuci- 
lity be made, That the first meeting at 
Spahelds was accordingly advertised for the 
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3 LONDON. 

HOUSE OF'EONMMONS, Fr. 19. 
Report of the Commit 0 ¢ the Committee of Secrecy. 

be Commies of Seccetary, which was sead 

15th of November, and that printed and 
written placards were exhibited in all parts 
of the towa, of one of which the following 

The whole cotintry “ Britons to arms ! 

only waits the signal fom London. ; Break 

all sons of instrumenis. . No on 1n_the 
price ofbread. No Regent. 

been used to disperse cheap, and in may in- | TY 

in the terror which would be thereby. occa- | 

ience of an cbullition of 

this design at the time, th 

tained. 

ficient means had thus been obtained to car- 

ry on the intended operations for at least 

two hours, by which time it was supposed 

enou zh would be got from the gunsmiths, 
and other depots, to arm a considerable num- 

ber of individuals. That your Committee 

have received undoubted information that 

about 250 pike-héads were forged; paid 
for, and delivered, as auxiliary to this put- 

pose. | Bas 
That an Address was introduced into se- 

veral ofthe prisons of the Metropolis, exhor- 
ting the persons therein confined ‘to rally 

d the standard that would be unfurled on 

the 2d of December. Cockades were con- 

veyed to those persons, and they were pro- 

w ar that their liberation should be rine 
by force. 

That on the 2d of December a waggon 
was hired, in which a flag thathad been pre- 

viously prepared, a quantity of ammunition, 

‘wetesecretly deposited. From this waggon 

several most inflammatory speeches were de- 
livered ‘to the assembl:d multitude, tending 

to excite a spirit of insurrection and vio- 
lence. Particular cockades were exhibited 
in the ha's of the speakers, who then dis- 

played the flag,’and left Spaficlds, followed | 

by great numbers of the people. They 

directly took the way into the city, broke 
openand plundered several gunsmiths’ shops, 

and proceeded to the Tower, where they 

addressed the soldiers, exhorting them to 

open the gatesand join them, Failing in | 
this effort, they made no attempt on the | 
Tower, but returned and auacked the 

Magistrates of the City, assembled in | 
the Royal Exchange; into which a shot was | 

fired. 

of the 2d of December, your Committee are 

active support of the multitude to cary it 

: bd 
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In reviewing the whole of the transactions { 
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fessing to have for their object Parliamen. 
tary Reform, by means of Universal Suf- 
frage and Annual Parliaments. These 

tions, by various methods, with the societies 
in London ; and so extensively ‘were heir 
doctrines spread that almost every village 
in the country was comprehended in the g.. 

“neral plan... The leading members of they 
societies exhibited the utmot activity, Pa, 
tuitions to Parliament; ready prepared; wer 
sent down from London for the purpose of 
signature, = Delegates were dispatched from 
the diffecent parts of the country, These 

| Delegates assembled about three weeks 
| ago, and they are to assemble again i 
March. 

Your Committee have no hesitation in 
| stating what appears to them, from the in. 
| formation received from the great manufac. 
turing districts of Lancashire, Nottingham. 

shire, Leicestershire, and Derbyshire, 10 be 
the objectin view. At the greater number 
of the meetings in those ‘districts, sentiments 
nothing short of revolutionary, were openly 
avowed. 
~The Spencean doctrines appear to youy' 
Committee to be widely diffused in the 
country by Delegates, who propagate them 

| with the utmost industry. It is a general 
practice throughout the country to vaise a 
small weekly subscription from the. profes 
sors of those doctrines for the pu of 
creating a fund to ‘defray - the expense of 
purchasing and distributing tracts, explana. 
tory of their tents. Many of these tracty 
are most artfully drawn up, to inculcate 
hatred of what are in. ther called the pri. 

vileged classes.” The people, it 1s stated 

in them, will be justified in destroying those 
classes. All religion is disavowed in them, 
as well as all loyalty. In a series of ques- 
tions and answers in one cf these tracts, to 

| the enquiry ¢ whether the member of the 
society would live without God or King,”. 

| the reply is that thac « he abjures tyranny of 
every kind.” 

The most leading speakers in most of the 
meetings which had taken place, avowed 
opinions of the most seditious natufe, and 
urged measures of insurrection, It was - 

debated whether a jacobin ora loyalist was 
to be considered the best friend of his coune 

ry. : 
A general idea was prevalent, that a 

some day, ‘at no great distance, a general 
rising would take place ; and the signal was 
anxiously expected for that event. At 

Manchester, and other places ofa similar de- 

scription, great exultation was manifested 
immediately previous to the meeting at Spa- 
fields on the 2d of December, and theseizure 

of the Tower and of the Bank by the popu- 

lace was confidently anticipated. The result 

of that meeting was most anxiously expected. 

Crowds went out on the London road to- 

meet the mail coach, and the utmost disap- 

pointment was manifested, when it was as 
certained that the riots which took place bed 

been so speedily and so effectually quelled. 

The reformers in the districts mentioned by 

your Committee amounted it 

| 

a list of those of their number who 

able-bodied and fit for action : and they 

also a black book containing the names of 

they threatened vengeance. In some pans 

£1 

the | ly 

cient, to resort to force. obs 

Your Committee have found that these 
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