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EARL OF DESMOND ; 
JOR 

O'BRIEN’: “COTTAGE. 

AN IRISH STORY. 

- IT 1s a dreadfully tempestuous night, 
my dear,” said sd Dennis O’Brien, 
whilst closing up the door of the small house 
he inhabited, near the town of Clonnish, in 
the north’ oF Ireland.  .. 

“ It is" dreadfully tempestuous,” be re- 
peated==% so sevefe a November as this I 
never recollect. ‘Many. a poor soul, ” pone 

enlivening turf fire ) « is his night tossed 
on the troubled ocean, and will, perhaps, be- 
fore morning, find a watery grave, 
help them, and send them succour.—My 
poor brother Pat, I dare say, shared the same 
fate. ’” 

This idea stopped rhe progress of further 
alreramceick few moments were given to 

ved brother, who, at an carly age, had em- 
barked for the East Indies, and had not 
since been heard of, Tt was some years 
since this event had happened ; yet a stor- 

“my night never failed 10 bring bier back to 

regret.— After $s silengé, during which 
he sat apparently watching the shes, and 

asa poker, and raking them together, une 
~ consciously he thus continued the conversa- 
tion, in a note of more cheerfulness —< It 1s 
of no use thinking-—such things. will always 
be—let us get our suppers, and go to rest” 
blessing a merciful Providence for the com- 
forts of a good roof for shelter, and adecent 
bed for repose, f 

The wife clasping bet sleeping infant 
“closely 10 het breast, laid it to repose and 
spread the frugal meal, which : Pobdins ag pe- 
tite caused them to partake with re ; 

side of her ‘rosy and healthful child, in. 
hopes of that uodisturbed rest which content. 
and indastry ever enjoy. 

The glimmering rush (which had served 
to light the farmer and his wife to ‘their 
chamber, had likewise, unknown to them, 
allured to their u—. two Aptat 
‘weary travellers - 
When a violent 

attention, 
but a fo repetition 

panied. ‘with” the ‘sound of enteeaty from 
the voice of aman, assured him of the reali- 
ty. 
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While on Earth I sojourn, may, I ofien-times find 

|-cy, pale, esing with cold and fatigue, 

ginued he (as he seated himself before bis | 

the tender recollection of an “only and belo- 

the farmer's memory, with an affectionate 

taking up a half-burht ick, which served. 

and soon after she ¢ composed herself by be 3 | 
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| The farmer cho nt his cpun- 
| try’s 3 gallantry and Hospiuality, “hesitated not 

a moment when he heard a’ female was in 

distress—be instantly jumped out of bed, | 
| . without waiting to dress, ‘opened his 
door.—The lady, who had kd against it, | 

nearly fell into his arms,— He took herhand 

(the extreme darkness preventing his appear- 
ance being observed) and conducted her into 
his room, and seated her on a chair, whilst 

he called tenderly ‘to his wife and man-ser- 

vant to bring" a ight, and “attend the lad 

and gentleman who kad just arrived—but 

| ere the approach of a candle, the former re- 
CU 
The wife, who had mec arisen, has- 

tened with the light, which now disclosed 

ong oll lies visi TN lady and 
her companion discovered the fair, open and 
healthy face of a young Irishwoman; which 
bore ougly the characteristic traits of her 

country 3 and she observed, with great as- 

achat; a lady far 3dvanieed in p pregnan- 

hyeutogive us house- 

drenched with rain, and clogged with the 
deep clay and mire of the road---the gen- 
tleman, in a military uniform, whose looks, 
and expressions of tendernessand pity, sufh- 
ciently proved the deep interest he took in 
her t sufferings. 
The mistress of th of the house did not, on 

this occasion, give to the idle sugges- | 
tions of curiosity, but immediately kindling 
on the hearth a large and comfortable fire 
-«-ran to her scantily supplied drawers and 
bringing forth the best of her apparel, en- 
treated the lady’s permission to assist her in 
pulling off ig wet clothes, and begging she 
would accep: of her’s for the present, which, 
though so homely, she added, would prevent 
her catching cold. . The gentleman joined 
warmly in this re ‘returning 

: 

tention 3 adding, that, daring the time she 
changed her dress, be would walk to the 
door and look after his horse, which was | 
there fastened, and get the g ood man of the 
house to assist him in taking care of 
it. 
By the (FR oes of Judy O’Brien, the 
lady was soon refreshed by a change of gar- 
ments, and warmed by de glowing oe 
and, a the time the gentleman: returned, 
the table. was spread with such refreshments 
as their house afforded.---Milk, eggs, dried 
fish, caten bread and salt butter, constituted 
the repast—-an ample provision where hug 
ger pressed on the weary and benighted tra- 
vellers, But, alas ! ihe delicate female be- 
‘fore whom these were placed, was too much 
overcome with the fatigue she had sustained, | 
‘and the terrors of the siorm, - fo, partake the 

‘nion tod anxious for her safety to have any 
appetite.  Enquiring, therefore, of his kind 
hosts whether they could possibly procure a 
bed for the lady--- Judy O’Brien said their 
own was as good a bed as the king himself 
need (0 lay on, of fine clean flock, and that 
she had a very mice pair of sheets, which 
were a wedding present to her, aig she | 
would. immediaiely air and put on ; and 
she hoped a few hours of sound done. 
restore the lady to ‘her usual health: In 
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| take with them. 

request many | 
thanks to the farmer’s wife for her kind at- 
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| cept the only licrastive left for our remo- 

»”" asked ‘the farmer, huang 
teens id yin the affirmati i bis v : 

| ing to the country of Tyrone.” 
The farmer and his wife, instinctively | 

for the familiarity of sar behaviour but | 
the officer, indy king of each, 
declared, had he 
known him, their pan aden could not’ have 
been more correct. He then desired they 
would keep theirseats, and listen to the causes 

| which brought them there. oo 
¢ 1 have been some years,” dia! 

the colonel, “in the East Indies, of which 
my wife is a native--- 
year ago, wrote, and reque 
see me, as his. health was fast declimng, 
According to his wish I. obtained leave of 
absence, - took my passage in the first 
ship which sailed. We had a fine passage 
till we approached the British shores, when 
a violent tempest arose, which we were un- | 
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sight of land. The intrep 
our distressful anes Fi rendered 

us every, assistance 
ted, and by their. 
saved---but the rich lading of the ship was 
lost, with all the private property of the 
passengers, except what valuables they could 

oa ap 

- “ My beloved wife’ ‘bore this dreadful 
scene with great fortitude-—-we “were by 
God’s providence landed safe, with one faith. 
ful servant, who aloné survived of all ourat- 

tendants, We were tolerably accommoda- 
ted at Penzance for a few’ rig and from 
thence proceeded to London. There I 
heard of the death of my father, and deter- 
-mined to proceed with kf expedition to my 
brother's castle, as my wifc’s situation adi | 
ted of no delay, 

“ From Dublin I sent my servant for 
ward to apprise my ‘brother of our arcival, 
and hired post- Hors and a “hack-chaise to 
convey 1 us 10 his house ; but at the Jast stage 
we arrived ; at, owing to its ‘being the races, 

| we could neither accommodated with 
Todgi gings, horses, or scarcely refreshments--- 
all they could do for us was to procure us a 

horse, which they assured us was. extremely 
strong, and ad carry  double---that Clon- 
nish, the ‘next town, was only six miles, 
wha we could with ease reach before dark ; 
and where they informed us we might de- 
pend on the best entertainment and beds we 
could wish, 

1 was exceedingly unwilling to proceed 
in this manner---but my wife, anxious to 
finish her j journey, represented to ‘me the 
races would continue three days, ‘during 
which the chance of horses was equally un- 

{ likely as the present moment---she. said she 
Pic, she had father walk the six miles 
than stay in the crowded dirty inn we were 
in ; and at length persuaded me to ac- 

¢ 

val, 

6 ‘Therefore, ig agreed i in which mat. 
ner to return the horse, and satisfied them in 

| respect to its safety, we mounted, and pro- 
ceeded tolerably well for two or. three miles, 
thoug h the slowness of our progress convin- 
ced me we should not reach Clonnish before 

“this kind wish = lady’s husband ‘for such 
the officer really was) ‘most poe i. com 
=A short time served to 
ge to which the lady gladly wap 

gentleman then drew near the table 
i the the fal hope of bis wife's recovery)and 
did ample to the bs as welcome 
he receiv 
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hoe you ox go an 2 olioery 0 » the army ---my could, 

dark.---But the storm coming on, the horse 
suddently stood ‘still, and no effort I could 
make chy him to move. I then dis 
mounted, and for some time led him, whilst 
wy wife continued to sit upon his back. 
but hewould not proceed even so. = She 
therefore was compelled to descend likewise, - 
Our sirvation now became really distressing | a 
—-the light dress and shoes of Mrs. Fitzhugh 

fd 2m re grb de 

Su He i is my brodher, replied the he 
flrs and it is to visit him we are now go-- fi 

they bad 

my pes about a 

sted anxiously to 
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able to encounter, and our ship became a 
wreck* upon the coast of Cornwall, Many 
lives were A Sh lost, though within 

id inhabitants, 

the cruel element permics 
humane efforts many were 

| give you the information you are 50 

: ute of my “hope 
light, This pb circumstance erg 
us to mend our pace, revived by the expec. 
tation of repase.; though the violence of yg 
pelting rain, and in i lr, 
made the task very arduousand very diffu 
to perform ; and whilst (hits em crploi ing Py 
best exertions--the light suddenly di 

| ed---for a few moments | was greatly i 
concerted, uncertain of ‘what nase the 

{ light might be. Bu, recollecting myself 
I felt assured it must be the candle of some 
one just retired to bed, and that a contend. 
ance in the 10ad would certainly lezd to 
some habitation. F ortunately T was right’ 

| we found your comfortable dis, and 
you shall be sufficiently rewarded for 
kindness of your reception.” 

“ 1 heartily thank, your honour. ” ‘sad 
O’Brien for ths information, “] am 
1 could receive yon, and had you 
stranger shiould not have wished re 
for it is our duty to hos: the becighted I 
velless. 
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in the East Ladies, perhaps you ma 
or have heard of my ow cop Pat ; po good 
alad as is in the world, who about five year 
ago went to the same place,” 
$I should be very happy,” said Fin, 

hugh, smiling athis simplicity, If I could 

solicitous’ ‘about---pray i mn what sit fi | 
he go outin 2” 

« On board ‘a man of war,” answered 
‘O’Brien, © which was to Wipuioand cade 
coast of China,” 

¢ I never wasin that part’’-~-said the co- 
lonel, ¢ so could have no chance of hosing 
of your brother." 
4 If ever you hear ; any thing of hid, sit” 

-—--countinued the former ; “ I should es- 
teem 1t a mighty favour f you would le 
me know of it.” 

¢ You may depend o on wy bing every 
enquiry inmy power,” returned the ‘colonel ; 
“ though I would: not have you rely mich 
on any satisfactory account,” ; 

Sosayiog, he arose to port lh en 
“quiring how the former’ and his wife were 
to be disposed of, and expressing his regret 
at obliging them to quit their bed. | 

O’Brien said they had an - infejior bed, 
which they occasionally used, ard. begged ond 
‘he would be under no -concein-on ther 
account----particularly as ‘it would soo 
be time for them to be about their empioy- 
ments. 

Mutually Siokisg each other repr, 
the parties separated for the! reais of ibe 
night. . 

Colonel Fitzhiigh » was alles posi 
second wife to the earl of Desmond. Cov 
trary to the usual custom of step-ndyhery 
lady : Desmond lavished ail her affection oo 
As lord’s eldest son, entirely neglecting be 
own, and scarcely i in infancy permitting is 
‘in her sight. | 

Whether this extraordinary attachmt 
‘was owing to her extravagant love of till 
which might induce her to prefer the chid 
called---my lord---or whether she discover 
any pre-eminence, is now uncertain. Ba 
at was by all others universally allowed, Fre 
deric Fiehogh was in every personal beat) 
goodness of disposition, and quickness o 
genius, greatly superior to lord Drapes 
brother. 
The interest lady Desmond tock inl | 
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