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 and he said be had.

1 saw dx m“‘*“‘“‘“ o
!cdnfd M“’m,u kitch- | d
mﬁ Im&

o*‘ﬁ

\ Im ibshamn wete to, WA"“ ‘N‘"‘

ed: &enkal'lalicburd to fasten ihem

‘which the men did pot understand, It

ﬂaﬁe door, :‘ was tyw lbcyat:;l‘un

was Jocked, and the in ite—l in
aakbbyauheqadohhcbous I found
the key of the door under the beer nex:
momning. We took ah&hrmd went 10
by an ugprmndqw. Some -went in be-
fore me ; Fywent, u.mght into the kitchen
Mrs. Marsden was sitting n the chair she
always occupied : Hannah Partington was.

. lying nnder ‘the dresser. weh her knees bent
'.\eovard‘u herhead ; thcy‘wereqmte
“cold 5

dead and

the kitchen, was covered with blood ;
dupekctm bent and very bloody, the

‘cleaver, which was always hung in the kuch-

ea, I found in there bed-room, with a little

blood on it ; them?‘l was all gore; the

notes were £1 and Bank of w
drawer weIe taken shirts

Daotesyout ofthesame
and silk handkerchiefs ; from otherdrawers in

the same’ chest were taken shav'ls and thmgs
bdongmg womy wife : all could be' put into
2 or g small bundles; a person standing in
the three-nooked ﬁc!d can see the bousc and |
fmntway as clear, as if they were on the
premises,

Ely Dyson (by Mr, Ashworth. )---1
weave for Messrs. johnsomm Manchester.

- X was going with “my work to them on the

26th, and passmg near Littlewood’s 1 saw
three men in the centre of the yard gate.
They looked as if they were conversing to-
gcther. As I was passmv on the road one
of them came out at the iron gate. I look-
ed earnestly at hun, that 1s the person, - the
third from me (young jamcs) He had a
bundle.in a light-coloured handkerchief. It
was not large. 1 see’d ‘that ‘another was
coming up to the gate, with 2 bundle in a
dark handkerchief, He had on a green
coat. The fourth man frem me (David) 1
the man.  The third was nearer Little wood’s.
R. Disley (by M:. Coltman)—I was in
Hanover street in Manchester on_the 2gih.
I saw j Ashcroft, jun. and Holden about
five or six in the evening at a play-ground
near. James was betung gs. or 5s. ata
time ‘with one Davies on the tossing u of
halfpence. He said to Davies he wml bet {
him a gumnea or half a guinea,  “ I hear
Davies has some gold,” he said ; and hav-
ing offered the bet he pulled out some g gold,

five or six guineas in hns right. haod. " He
had some notes 1n bcs left hand. . Hc had
lost ane nete.

Joseph Nadin, (b Mn. Ashworth)—On |
the 2 yth Iapprchcndcd all of them, David
and young James first in St Georgc s road.
I wok them to James’s house. 1 searched
the house, and- found unothing particular. .
‘On James’s person 1 fourd a Bank of En.
glana po«nd note, 5 shillings, and a 7s.
piece. On David 1 found seven guineas
and 2 half in gold, and {ive dbne pound notes.
1 asked David if he had been the day before
at Pendleton. He said he bad. Jaades,
1o, he said, had been at Pendleton.---1In the |
evening I apprchended Old James in his
own house an Silk street. 1 asked him 1if
he had been at Pendleton the day before,
He had nothing to do,
and had taken a walk. 1 took him 1p 2
,cqach t10.the swan. 1 then tock Holden in
the street ; he said be had lodged at the
White Hatt, I took him there, and sear-
ched him, and found twa notes; one guinca,
and 19s. 6d.insiver. He said he hid pot
been at Pendleton ; be had no clothes be-
sides ; he refused to tell whese he bad chan-
ged s shirt. I ook him 10 2 magistraie,
and there he repeated ths same things. - At
Dnnstant’s office he said be had ¢ ‘mgcd his
Sbfn at.- Abrabam Hases. We fuund no-
tung there © he had wken his dirty shirt

away., On Mmdav David and Holden

- were brought to Littlewood’s. I took them | for the

ol A’"""“ 4 Fﬂ“’r (asoix).
I removed (he&hlng;m s ot beloging 1

John Astley. ~When I got to Mapche
Richard Young claimed the cart. . Hel
baought it from Astley, but it ba »os “been:

m*hr

delivered.. He took me vp, and g

ken to the chl Baﬂev on.

t’h y for w

s

\ 10w sees
u.ﬂgudtvds l am: Fwon!dnomy:;

we had any connexion in any way with . _j.

it | concern 5 but I declare before Ged thape

HQ‘] ‘Spitu uppue thc jﬂl‘? to per-

i!i s

dlCt, fot “ m ‘; ”*""ﬂll. mur-

der, | -
The C\bnf:&m.».w hma o ‘any
h you can offer evidence, but
you mml not be allowed 1o make speeches
of that kind. His Lordsbxp then conclu-
- { ded by a very mpamal and solemn perora-

noon. I was put mto the Bck-u ‘tion,

“wasafierwards ducbatged on tb*gd ofbﬁy,% The jury in two minutés remmed their
on Astley’s explanation.. T was con verdict.  James Ashcroft the elder, David |
n the lock-up Asheroft; James Ashcroft the younger, and

uld]mn—ﬂcmtnthem Ccell
me the first night,  There were other pri-

SONers with s sometimes., At other times.

wewere alope. He was taken out- to be
cxamu:cd two or three  times a day. I
telled him my casé over, and be telled me
his. . Omdzy as he came back I said,
i How are you gomg on now, “ ke said,

he was in very poor hean, for they brought
hm evc_ﬁy ;uns I ¥

fresh witnesses
‘told him ifhe m&npt

- o c¢-

casion to be afraid of any mtnesa. lﬂ}d,.

if you are guilty you are as sure fo be hang-
ed’as you are a man. He said, it would
go betier with him, but he understood !bcy
cou!d not find Holden’s shirt.””  We were
together an hour or two either Tucsda or
Wendnesday night,
him and his son, and his brother David and
Holden, and *made it up for to murder and
rob ‘Mr. Littlewood’s house. * He “said,
* that him and his son and Holden. went,
but when they got nearly to his house thcy
'saw some person, and they were afraid to
go in ; and he went toa butcher’s shop for
a little pith, to rub hiscorns:: then'they went
past the Hare and tlounds, then tumedback
again : they went down toseea raven kcpx
by a gentleman, and then came back again :
afier they. had passcd Liulewood’s thxrd
time, Holden went into a barber’s sbop to
shave himself ; they went thento @ place to
buy. some cheese and bread :

I went down a lane into a held near Mr.
Weston’s manufactory, and sat under a
hedge in that field ; I saw my son James
and- Holden go into Litilewood’s : I wasa-
back of that hedge fora signal for. them at
the window : IfI seen any body go towards
Mr. L,’s hoase 1 was to lay my hat on a
thorp that I sat under for asignal : I never
saw any body and never lay my hat on the

hedge : after seeing them come out,; I went
towards them,”-—Just as he said that, they

pur other prisoners in with us, and we never

had any conVersation aficr that.

Case for the prosecution closed.

James Ashcroft the elder— It was as im-
possible for me to do it as to puil the sun
from the irmament. ‘I never saw ' the wo-
men in my life to my knuwlcdgc,

David Ashcrofi—I am as ingocent as the
child unborn, and never hcard of it ulll
was taken up.

James Asheroft the younger, said hehad
never seen the women tll he saw them dead.
—He could not tell whether Mrs, Marsden
was man or woman, * I kissed the mbocent

hps of Hannah Paitington, and said, I would

meet her 10 Heaven with 2 clear consci-

ence :
Cod.”

Witliam Holden said, he was innocent as
the child unborn.

[One witess only, teifiicd as (o baving
seen the younger Asacroft - with 8 gmneas
i goid, and a pumber of bank notes, the
T nursday previous to the murder.} W
" The Chlchawusmmnedaup the c\mlcm:c
in a very luminous address of more “than an
hour and a half. Towards the conclusion
of ity David Ashcroft begged 10 be allowed
to say somcthmg farther.  The Chief Baron

said it was quute irregular, but he would cer-
tainly indulge him. He then threw out
many incoherent char;es agamxd:eeudence
prosccution, and begg :d 10 have Mr.

andso I will my lord, blessed be

to the parlour.-.’ Fhey were mcrc, with se- | Wright, a magistrate, and Mr, thcrlon
verd othesrs, and dheir rons off, when Maty a constable, examined to mﬂd‘ﬂ M“)’

Hallows came and saw tbl:m and
aat. Holden., 1 asked, if he suil persisted

P(); n“:d lid'm‘

The Judge said he would allow i, but

w saying he had pot baen st Peodiston on umsted that Mr, Williams, the counsel for

i 4

Oa Saturday night I m

He said that tberc was

they then went
ﬁ t0 a public house, where ch:yhad some beer ;

leham Holden---Guilty.
son.—-Not Gulty.

James Ashcmﬂ the c’lder.»-This IS mur-
dcnng us in cold blood, God will ‘ reveal
this mnjustice. I pray earnestly that he
would now send two angels to declare upon
that table who committed this murder.  We

a:;lmnoc*m, andlmlldedms so to the
last, ©

e ST Nkl Dot Sid

john Robin- |

pﬂ a mag vcr-.v

secutors may be- ﬁkgwcn, %
»ss the town ofMambeuen

lknwh

Pl

| bé!‘ sorer hearts than we We fo.
to the town oﬁ Mancbmer. I pray eirne
ly that we may be the last i innocent’

to suffer from this Castle. Mav God ﬁn{
out. thc truc murdcmrs, and may yousee (}m}
suffer in this place, and hear their confessior

‘of their guilt, ¥ amnow, I true, s going 19

glory, and I would not for she whole world |

‘diewith a lie in my mouth, We are JlI’
innocent.” - (Holden exclaimed, « T can
| answer only for myself, I am jnnocent,™. ., |
James Ashcroft the younger, who had in'the
mean timé been Brou;;ht, and on. whom the

? cap and rope had been put, ¢ried our, ¥ We
are all mnocent,”  « And now may the
grace of God be with you all now and for-
| ever. ~ Amen.””. The cap wis now put on
 his face, and ‘the rope was tied round his-
meck, He was a good looking  man.
f James Asheroft the cldct, a tall grey-head.
ed man, came out last, came. in front of bis

ner.
b Jas. Ashcro& the youngcr--lf I must
suffer death for a crime I never committed,
I implore your honour to look in mercy on
' my poor wife and children, (Here a tre-

menduous thrick burst from a female in the
crowd, who, ‘1t was found was hns un-
fortunate wife).”

William Holdcn.—-Sdcmc, nlcnce (fling.
ing one arm toward Heaven, and the o'her
towards has earthly judge). There 152 God
yonder who knows that we are innocent, and

who will make amands for this, . -
ﬁ The Chief Baron.---Mr. Shuttleworth
proceed,

The pnsoncrs now again repeatcd their
protestations of innocence, and declared all
{ the cvndencc against them to bcpcrjuncs and
ey

‘The awful sentence of deathwas thcn pro-
nounced, The« were ordered for execu-
tion on Monday next. The judge declar-
ed that no sensible person who had heard the
evidence could have a doubt of their guilt :
that he owed it to justice to say, that he con-
sidered (he verdict the only one an intelli-
gent jury could have returned. The mo-
| ment sentence was pronounred, James Ash-
croft the elder waved his right hand with a
white bundle 1n it over his head,
‘ claimed aloud. “ Glory to God !’ Da-
vid Asherofr said, he hoped God would not
allow the injustice done to them 10 be always
| unknown. James Ashcroft the younger
said he would meet an higher judge witha
H conscience clear of this guil. ~ William
Holden vociferated in a wild tone, ¢ There
 is Mr. Nathan and there is Mr. Fox [ attor-
ney for the prmecuuon}, and before they
leave the earth God will punish them. Thus
they were hurried away fiom the bar, while
every person in Court was penetrated with
a chilling horror at such a dreadful scepe.

The trial lasted from 8 in the morning
till 8 at night.

The Chief Baron, iidischarging the jury,
said, he owed them his best thanks. He
had never seen any jury exercise’ so much
diligence, atiention, and accuracy, as be
had obsesved o that Court during all the

trials,

{

!

LANCASTER, Sept. 8.
Execution of the Ashcrofts and Holden,
for the Murder of Margaret Marsden

|  “and Hannah Partington.
Percisely at a quarter past twelve the door

leading from the Casile to the scaffold open-

1 ed, and William Holdcnasxrong bult, md.

dlesized, and  grey-beaded man,, was ed
forth with his bands pinioned both at the
wrists and elbows : before the cap was placed
on his head, he turned round to the immense
mokitude of spectatans, and, with a firm
and loud voice, said, ¢ 1 am 1nnocent of
the crime for which 1 am to suffer as the
child unborn.  May God take away all my
sins as 1 am innocent ofthismurder.” The

cap was then drawn over his face, and the |

rope tied about his neck, —~David Ashcrof
was stationed next bim.- He spoke to this
cEeél with fxcquem repetitions of the same
vhservations---+ 1 am glad o see so many

and ex-

prmcstcd his ll’ﬂOCtDEC “1n the same mﬁ.m wach earnestey,

He never said any thing. They were i
pinioned at .the wrists and elbows. They
Jomcd the clergyman afterwards in repeat-
ing the Lord’s prayer qmtc loud. - Davd
- Ashcroft continued pray ing.==-** Lord take
away my sins, and save my soul for Je
' merits of Jesus Christ.”” Holden répeaed
' the same expression.  All four then began
tosing, David Ashcroft rcpcaunfr line affcr
line as they sung :---

I'll praise my Maker with my breath;

- And when my voice 1s lost in death,

My da s of praise shall ne’er be past,

While life and lhought and---
The drop fell and their voices instantly cea-
sed.. There was scarccly a tearless eyea-
mong . the crowd. :

HARD WORDS.

The Rev. Dr. P. vmlmt' a counury cli-
gyman, tequcstcd pcrmxssnon (o prcacb )
his congregation 3 ~which his enteriiner
consented to, on condition that hé adapted
the language of his sermon to the 'ilinerue
capacities of his parishioners, who were,
general, of the lowest class : and that he u-
sed no hard words, - After the strinon was
over, Dr. P.asked his friend whether he had
- not strictly abided by the conditions P---the

other replied, that he had used several words

beyund the comprehension of hus hearers, and
instanced the word ' felicity, for which he
wauld have subsututed happiness. .

Dr. P. contended that one word was a
plain as the other, and to prove 1, pmposw
ca!lmg in the ploughman, 2nd purting itto
him, which was done--- Well, Robir, do
you'know the meaning of the word fehic-
ty PV Ees, Sir 2" said' Robin {scraich-
his head and endeavouring to_look wise
¢ Ees. Sir, I thinks as how | coes”’---4 Well
Robin, speak up.”’-—-¢ W hy Sir. 1 doesnt
know disactly, but I thioks it’s some’at 1s-
side of a pig I"

S

.

N
| S———————— - -—-.._._..—'-"4

JEDEDIAH SLASO‘J

Has justreceived by the BrigCrarrorre
from anrpoul and the ] ou'i} Ma-
Ry from London, the rcmamdcﬁ‘ of bus

| + Serixc supply of
G O 0O DS,
Among which are the fullowmg articles :--
OAP, Candles, Loat S-
gar,
| Port, Sherry and Lishon
Wines,
Geneva, Cogniac Brancy,

| Best London Porter,
A few Boxes B~ Ra-

‘ sins, &c. &

. LL ;M mdcbtcd%] S.vp w0
]an 7 , dre-earnest-

mm} to call and setle their accouns
e dclay, oshersive they Wl put a e

ollect.
hands of an Atorny to col
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