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PROCLAMATIO.\T.
IEREAS in and by an Act gf

the Provincial ~ Parliament of

Lower-Canada, passed in the last Session,
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NOT CEis hereby gwet:’/ it We, the
Subscribers, have begen duly appoint-
ed Trustees for all the Creditors of Robert
C. Comm:lin, late of Miramichi, in the
County of Northumberland, Meérchant, an
ahsconding  Debtor, and have| been duly
sworn to the faithful Execution 6f the snd
trust, pursuant to the directions of the Act
of Assenbly in that case made and provided ;
and ‘we do hereby require all persons in-
debted to the said Ribert C. Colmmelin, on
a November next
ensuing the date hereof, to pay to s, or some,
or one of us, all such sum or sumsyof money,
or other debt, duty or thing, which they owe
to the said Robert C. Comn'lm, and (o de-
liver all other effzcts of the said lRo&ert &,
Commzlin, which they, or any, of either of
them may have in his; her, or their hands,
power or custody, to us, or some] or ore of
us as aforesaid 4 and we do also dlnrc all the
Creditors of [hc said Robert C. K’Jmmvlfn,
on or before the same first day of November
next, to deliver to us, or to some,| or one of

" us as aforesaid, their respective accounts and

demands againt the said Robert C.|Comm-lin,

in order that right and justice may be done,

agreeably to the form of the said Act of As-
sembly 1 such case made and provided.

Given undersur hands at Miramichi,

in the County of Northémberland,

this tenth day of May, 1819.
Trus-

(ccs.

(Signed) Lewis Henry,
(Signed) Rosirt Younc.
(Signed) WirLrLiam BurNiE.

[ From the New Monthly Magazine, Fe-
bruary, 1819.]
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REMARKABLE CONFESSIONOF A CON-

DEMNED MALEFACTOR, AS|DETAIL-
ED IN A LETTER FROM A CLERCY-

MAN IN * * ® 70 His FR{END AT

¢ 9 =%

( From the German)

Y OU are indeed right, my deafest friend,
in your assertion, that the most pldasing, yet,
alas ! too often, the most afflicting, duties
of a Christian Minister, are thosejof prepar-
ing the unhappy wretch, whom the aveng-
ing arm of justice has doomead to e¢xpiate his
crimes by death, for his passage intoanother
world.—Should all our exertipns prove
fruitless —should the melefacior tirn a deaf
ear to our urgent remonstrances, and sush
upon_his fate with cold and bard ned insen-
sibility, what shuddering sensati¢ns of hor-
ror does the scene awakeu 1n oyr bosoms.
Even when he listens to our exhortations
with penitent grief, and appears feel con-
trite devotion, wHat anxious cc passion—
yet what tormenting uncertaint) must we
feel, whether these emotions are |caused by
sincere conviction of his guili, gnd repen-
tance for his crimes, or by the dredd of death
alone. But/ on the other hand, how sweet
is that delighiful consciousness of having
been the medns of saving a fellow creature
fiom everlastirg pcrdmon-—-w

when, at our| own anxious enirgnce trem-
bling Into ctrmixy, the now blissed soul,
springing to eur embrace, shall ¢ mduct us
to the throne pf Him who 1s aud L'ts and 13
to be.

You will perhaps, ask, for what reason I
now enforce these reflections ? (Oh ! my
best friend, never before did they present
themselves 11 slours  to
my nmagma:“ n as at this momerit—at this
awlul moment—when. I have but|just quit-
ted the scaffold, sprinkled with the blood of
a youth, whose unhappy fate haslawakened
my tenderest and most heartfelt mpatby ;
to bave lived among the
number of few, yet noble souls, whose
virtues, though unknown to the world,
elevaie them beyond its feclings| and pas-
sions 3 with whose singular desuny 1 am ac-
to his most s=cret fauks, and
om with

whom I bave seen submut to his

of the wengbtof gmh that must wcx‘b
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a heroism wm& dcpnved me of al! the firm-
ness I had, with so much difficulty, [sum-
moned for his support, should he have fuiled
in that terriblé hour.

Yes, my fnend even that unfortunate
being whom | you will find described in the
public prints as a monster of trebled iniqui.
ty ; as oné guilty of “incest, an incend ¥y
and a murderer—-who had actually commit.-
ted these three horrible crimes, for either of
which justice bad consigned him to a merit-
ed death, before he reached his 23d year ;
even he, whom the many openly abhor d--—
whom pechaps some, tnough but few, ‘more
humane and enlightened minds may have
secretly pitied ; even he possessed a noble

“heart, tender fcchngx, and sentiments, of
which you or } might boast. An asserftion
this, which may offead yon, but ‘which | my
melancholy relation will fully justfy.

About eight days have now elapsed, since
I 1eceived fmm the 'Vlagts(rales of | the
neighbouring town, in consequence of the
sudden indisposiiion of the Clergyman there,
the commission to prepare for death a ¢on-
demned male‘actor, whose crimes I kpew
by report, and which had been rcprcscgtcd
as of the most heinous character. I will not
deny that I entered upod'this duty most|un-
wmmgly -ap bl ()nly two and- -twenty ygars
of age, and already such a hardened l::fcc-
fold stnner ! | What contrition can be|ho-
ped for from a mind so early, yet so degply
sunk 1n vice---how depraved must his soul
have been from childhood---and what true
repentance can be wrought n such a man
within the short space of eight days?”” Such
were my thoughts as I entered the prison.

But his| first appearance sofiened my
sterner mood, bnd inclined my heéart 10 his
favour.---Through the disguise of neglec ed,
blagk and matted locks---through a comp! ((
on rendered sallow by —~grief and confine-
mcnt---(hrough dirt and squalid wretchedrjess,
I could discern the hncamems of a mild, | vet

the purport of my visit, and as confide
dol trust that 1t wiil not be unplcasinb,

one, whose heart ccmpasslonalet and fe
for you, and whose only wish 1t is to be|/the
humble instrument of sweetening to you|the
last dregs of life, and sofiening the te
approaching death ; and to whom in
dence you may unrese'vcdly relieve you

on your conscience.’

¢ [ would pledge you my right hand, as
a sngn of my grateful welcome (answ

he) were I not prevented by these chains.
The society of my persccutors and of my
gaolers has, mdccd too long been endured
by me. Willingly do 1 leave a world 1n
which I never more can experience happi-
ness, and to which I owe ifat debt of life,
I am now about to offer, as the just punish-
ment of my misdeeds, and (0 serve as a warn-
ing toothers.  You think me, no doubt,

overmastering cxprcsswn of mental agony,)

‘Omniscent is my witness, that the first

?

ded he, with a mournful smile, which p
ced my very heart, as it waned beneath [the

you think me, worthy Sir, no doubt
xbc vilest criminals 7’
I shrugged my shoulders, *] wonld fain
think otherwise of you ; butcan I 2
* No, no, I confess it myself, My soul
is burthened with many crimes, and yet the

of them was a' passiony in its ongm ot
only blameless, but even

world may believe me what umﬂ I

endure its deteuwon with patience, for the

unbiassed veice of my own conscienceae-




