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fatigue and loss 
had received in ¢ 

sistance for her 

already made--eth 
y own bodily weakness 

} of the town, and 1 
the ground, exhausted by 

of blood from|a wound 1 

seek duty, he Gi. 
rtner attempted to suppprt My unhappy 

ready missed, our pursuers arrived, secured 
us, and once more dragged us back to qur 
prisons. | | 

¢] was now, as I bad forescem, and 

dreaded, more closely confined than before, 
and my death unavoidable ; but even this 
reflection strengthened my desperate resolu- * 
tion once more to dare aH hazards---to syc- 
ceed or perish. | My gaoler belonged |to 
that class of rough hardened wretches, [in 

ose breasts every feeling of humanity seems 
totally extinct. One day I surprised hjm 

aslegp. Despaig gave me strength ; I found 

means to get rid of my chains, stole the key 
out of his pocket} and was already half que 
of the door, whery he awoke, and sprang fu- 

riously after me. | 1 was the younger, and, 
in the scuffle which ensued, proved likewise 
the strong=r. I | grappled with him, apd 

seizing mm by the throat, fasiened him with 
so firm a grasp to the wall, as to render |ic 

impossible for him to cry ‘out for assistende. 
I then demanded |of him to swear not to b 

tray my escape, but mnstead of replying the 

wretch, unperceived by me, drew a knife 
from his pocket, with which he attempted to 
stab me in the back. . I, however, wrested 
it from him ; and, as a clearly perceiv 
ch if he liyed, all chance of saving my 

own life was lost, I buried it twice in Ins 

throat, left him dying ow the ground, and 

fled. Again { reached her I adored in safe- 
ty ; for she was, I well knew. on account 

of her dangerons 
ty on bail---and | | 
flv together. Bat the retributive arm 

the avenger of bidod was close behind me-- 

we were pursued, retaken, and now, within 
a few days, an ignominious and inevitable 

death awaits me. | Oh how welcome to T 

is its approach !--tIs 1t possible, think you, 

I can regret to ldave a world, which has 

branded my name with infamy, and heap 

upon my soul an gccumulated mass of he 

deepest and most jrremediable misery ?” 
Here the unfoftunate man concluded his 

history, and heroically bas he kept bis pro- 

mise of patiently yet firmly, and manfully, 

submitting to his|fate---Oh ! I could teil 

you much of his dourage in the last awfil 
hour---of his heart-rending interview wit 

his miserable wifei-.of his repentance, piel Y» 

and holy confidende of pardon, but you must 

forgive me if I break off this long letter ab- 
ruptly. This pdor youth has become 

dear to me, that I cannot think of him with- 

out tears ; and; if your’s have not alread 

fallen over his melancholy history, the bla 
must fie upon the uj ilfulness of my descr 

tion, ‘which may have weakened the interes 
and compassion his nhappy fate would other 
wice have excied. | 

— ~ ps ME BL 
Deputy wrveyors 

ARE requested to sen 
| dic ppointments t 

the Surveyors al’s office 
and Ps desirous of havin 
their 2 uthority renewed, wil 
submit to an inspection thei 
Surveying Instruments, and 
themselves to an examina- | | 

tion touching their qualifi- 

A. LOCKWOOD, 

Fredericton, gi August, 1819. 
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: in favour of the practice of dugllang. 
his mouth approve what his beire cur 

fable and illegal in scl, sod so" pbc 
of in iis consequences, that no tue fries 

society, I had almost said, no reason: 

in will countenance it.- But Lost I sho 

thought speaking’ without good ge 

| building a superstrutture without lyi; 

per foundation, I shall endeavour in 

el of this paper as shortly as I can, © 

my reasons for giving verdict 

inst the practice of duelling.---1 shall ar- 

against ic: 1st, By traciog it to its 

e.---1t is an aphorism of Lord Cook's, 

¢¢ to trace an error to its source Is to 

te it.” - 1f we turn our views back to the 

infamous practice which 1 now repro- 

ate. In the early bistory of the European 

ations, when afier those yast convulsions 

nto which thew had been thrown by -the 

erriiptions of those barbarous tribes ; ‘who 

overwhelmed the whole civilized worid like 

n end, and the ties with which one mab Is 

» ed to another were broken, * In these 

ges, I say, we find that the desiesiable prac- 

tice of judicial combat was universally’ in 

vogue. When, according to any one’sap- 

prehensions, he was aggrieved by his peigh- 

hour, nothing was more common than for 

the person who thus supposed himself injur- 

ed ed, however slight the injury may bave been, 

to challenge his adversary to the field and 

the to decide the quarrel by the sword. 

~ Nay, what was more monstrously absurd 

we find that not only questions about matters 

fficts but also questions about private opi- 

iors were decided in a similar mammer. 

n a point of controversy between one 

individual and another or between ‘One party 

and another arose, it was no UNCOMMON 

to determine the point by 2 combat 

ixt two champions espousing differ-u: 

opirions ; thus according to the absurd ideas 

ese rude ages, appealing to the decision 

eaven upon maiters which they consi. 

as of the greatest importance, T hat 

this custom, so absurd and barbarous In u- 

self, lwas the source of that custom fo less 

absufd and no less barbarous which to this 
day prevails in modern Europe under a dif- 

- fdrent name, eannot be denied by any one 

who|considers the history of the fact wself 

and |the nature of the two practices when 

compared together, and 1s asserted by the 

celeli:azed a thor of the history of the Em- 

perof Charles V. in the following words : 

“ The ideas concerning the point of honeur 

whic we are apt to consider as a modern: re- 

finement, as well as the practice of dueling 

et trary to every principle of reason, 10 
which it gives rise, are derived fromy the no- 

tions of our ancestors, while in a siate of 

society very little improved.” That such 
a practice as this should still prevail in a 

couniry where refinement of manners has ar- 

rived| almost at the highest pitch of perfec- 

tion, [where the sciences and arts’ have been 

cultivated with ardour and’ success, not (0 

ay, where the light of Christianity which 

so many ages was obscured by the shades 
bagbarism has long shone with meridian 

lendour, must surely appear to every 1m- 

partial observer to be a fact of a most asto- 

nishing as well as of a most lamentable kind : 

2d, The practice of duelling is exuemely 

ish.--- Viewed as a punishment in what 

sa 
fe 

hight | dees 1 appear P---Is there the least 

shadow of reason in its appearance ? Nay, 

does it not appear to the mind untinctured 
by + judice in a light bordering on mad- 
ness & This would not be the case were 

sérson who sends the challenge, not to 

ypears in 20 absurd a light as it does 
viewed as‘a punishment, For 1 

the advocates in its favour, wherein 

, ‘there we will behold the first germ of 

torrent, all social distinctions were put to 

’ Fig 5 -S i 3 . 

dice, but will it not leave in its place the 
idea of weakness ? weakness in: sacrificing 

a sly iow wing 
injurious to the “survivor, be 

~ passion, when the power cf Jie 
manner suspended, and whe 

punishment or as a repdration, a wr +e 
nous having anaexed | putation of | quently destroys his best f We know ok cowardice 10 patience nbder a affront, chal. | not to what Jegiee of mahgnity any ini : 
lenges are given and acdepted with no other | is to be inputed 5 or hE A oe. Sal 

desig than to prevent dr wipe off this sus. | We were to inspect of = ha PN 
picioft, without malice against the adversary, committed it, could be extenuated by mis. ag 

} generally without a wish to destroy him. | | take, precipitance or neglizence. 4 Ww 
{ Bot I would ask, ig not such a law just } ‘cannof be cerain how much more we fd = 
4 as foolish as if dueling was lesi ned as a | than was intended tobe inflicted, or hoy chat 
punishment or as a reparation ¥ | We giant { much we increasé the mischief to oursely wh 
hat it may wipe off the|suspicion of cowar- | by voluntary aggravations. In the hea > gs 

¢ bis own life. Bpe as ir 131 3s an 
ak chance whether the person ‘offending 

ail or the person| offendeds © They 

teaches us that the one as requeatly falls as 

idered as a reparation for an affront, 

nds to.undo the injury. that is already 

the offended person’s own life, or at any voice of reasons stifl=d thro ink 

rate of sacrificing all |the happiness to be of that confusion aud disor ur, 

found in life, in sacrificing these to the in- | time reign in the breast, I s3y in such ¢ip Sh 

significant sneer of the fool or the. malicious | cumstances as these we are ready to charge ca 
reproach of an enewy ? By coming off | to design the effects of accident; we may 

victotious from the field of combat. instead | think the blow violent only becauce we have go 
of having the wound + hich his reputation | made ourselves delicate and tender, and ce 

had sustained bound up, his reputation, his | thus are led at lengih to unshieath the sword th 

honour, and the laurels which once flourish- || against a friend and to imbrue our hands In me 

ed on his brow are blasted forever... Rewards | the blood of one whom. we foved with the Wi 

are offered for his page we and he is | most ardent aff caiom. When this is the do 

sometiines brought to the ‘common gibbat | case (as'it frequently is) with what poigrai th 

and has a termination put| to his life'before the | grief musi.it sting the one {who sheviNes, fre 

eyes of a gazing multitulle.---Whesge then® | when m the moments nf calm reflection. Le 

hishomour ? It has fled like a dream and | recalls to his mind the happiness which they tu 

has left nothing in its stepd but disgrace and had experienced n each others compa v, an 

pungbment. At any re, although justice the kind offices which they had dane each ag 

should not lay hold of the successful duels, other, and the interest which they had 1a di 

yet there are few so desgrute of every hu- | each others welfare ! Ea ou 

mane affeciion as not to repent of the aeed, | 4th. The practice of doelling 13 illegal. -e m 

few whom conscious guilt does not "haunt M irder 1s forbidden and wherever humup of 

like-a Ghost ; few to whom memory does | life is taken away otherwise than by public a 

not act as a cruel engine fo rae up the ashes authority there 1s murder. be Tne value a 

of their wicked deed 3 ‘and few upon whose | and secorty of homan hfe,” say's Da. Pa im 

souls conscience will not prey like the gnaw- | ly, % make the laW¥agatbst murder neeess. ex 

ing vulture, | ry, for { do not see wha other idea or defi-, ar 

But abstracting from the foolishness of | nition of mrrder can be admitted which wi. "ec 

the law of honour, I would ask, whether a | not let in so mach private Siolenes as to se! 

regard to our gown rep tation 1s or is pot | render society a scene of peril and bloodshed. in 

sufficient to justify the taking away the Life | If unauthorised laws of honor be aliowed to th 

of another # I am conscious every reason- | create exceptions to divine prohibitions, then be 

able man will reply, that it 1s not. | 1s an end of all morality as foynded ou the bc 

gd. The practice of dlielling is extreme- | willof the Deny, and the obligation of every re 

ly itnjurious.----Is it a proper way of disco- | duty may at one time or ether| be discharg- p! 

vering truth ? Insiead of examining wiines- | ed by the caprice and fluctuationsof fashion.” 

ses, weighing circumstan with cool deli- | But not 10 insist upon its | being prohi- . 

beration 1n order to find put who is the ag- | bited by divine laws; murder Is contrary to 1) 

gressor, a challenge is sent by one who ima- ‘| the laws of the country 1a which we live. 

gines another to have 1nj red him and as 1t | This 1s a fact so well known apd the proofs 5 

would be reckoned cowardly in him instead | of this law being put in practice are so many, v 

of accepting: the challenge to go to the | as renders it unnecessary to say any thing : 

challenger and protest his innocence, 2 duel | more upon it. r 

is fought and frequently |an innocent. man Some may be ready to deny (that duelling t 

falls. fins is murder, but this I shall prove it to be in t 

The practice, however, is not injuri- | the words of the learned Afchdeacon of | 

ous merely in this respect «it 1s so likewise | Carrisre, formerly ‘quoted. Take ' 

when 1it 1s considered that by it society 15 away the circumstance of the uellist’s ex- | 

frequently deprived ofits oo members. - It | posing his own life,” says he, “a d 1t becomes 

is a certain fact that those men who are mot | assassination, add this circumstance and | 

. the most illustrious pe of virtue, but | what difference does 1t make ? fone but this, | 

who on the contrary dre the slaves of some | that fewer perhaps will imitaie the example, 

favourite vice, notwithstanding prove of the | and human life will be somewhat more safe 

greatest advantage to the s ciety with which | when it cannot be attacked without equal 

“they stand connected. The generality of | danger to the aggressor’s own..-{Exp-rience, 

duellists are of this description, butstill there | however, proves that there is fortitude enouvh | 

are exceptiens. ' Sometimes men: who are | in mest men to undertake this hazard, acd 

respectable in the eyes pf the world are | were it otherwise the defence af best would | 

brought to fight a duel b receiving a chal- | be only that which a highway -man or house 

lenge from one of an op osite descripuion, breaker might plead, whose attempt had been 

Thus we find that the two greatesi Monarchs SO daring and desperaie that fe were like 

of the age in which they lived, namely ‘| ly to repeat the same.” 

Charles V. and Francis I. were upon the { * Even granting that duelling were not 

point of engaging in jud cial combat, but | murder, sull it is contrary to the laws of tae 

after several messages conc ning ihe arrange- | country.---It has been said on the late oc- 

ment of all the circumstanges relative to the casion, that there 1s no precedent in favour 

combat, accompanied with utual reproaches, | of the execution of the law, wher: a. has 

bordering on the most 1 decent scurniiiy, | been fair and honorable on beh) sides ; bue. 

all thoughts of this duel were entirely lad | what of this © Is nature d spirl. of 

aside. The transaction Between these two | the law changed ? By no means. Frag 

Monarchs, however, strongly countenanced | duellists are not more  frequenily punisied 

the practice. Upogever affront or injury | in an exemplary mavner, is not pwing tv the 

which seemed to touch his honour, a gentle: | nature of the laws themselves, but to ihe. 

man thought himself ent ded to draw his | connivance of those who are enprusied wit) 

sword and to call on his ddversary to make | their execution, Still, however, this 1 no 

reparation, Suth an opjnion introduced | excuse for those who are guilty, fos 10 alk 

among men of fierce courage, of igh spirit, | intenis aud purposes they act pontrary 10 

and of rude manners, when offence was ofien | one of these statutory laws whith form the 

given and revenge was al ays prompt, pro- | basis of ithe British constitution, and to pitch « 

duced mest faral consequences, Much of | they are bound by every Lie 10 eld aa UF 4 

the best blood in Christendom was shed ; | reserved obedience. 
many useful lives were sabvificed ; and at | But the practice is not only nlaw ful i 

some periods, war itself Hat scarce been | this respect 5 it 1s also an illegal way of 

procesding. It Is In fact wyesting, the moie destruciive than these contests of bo-} 

power of distributing justice 
out the hands nour. The same thing we have instances of } 

in later times. General Hamilion, oneof | 

the brightest ornaments of which humanity | 
could boast, “accepied a challenge, repaired 

to the field of combat, -entdred the isis wih |} 

his antagonist, but als, he fell and left the | 
civilized world 10 lament His untimely loss. | 

In a recent case which has povercd a whale | 

community with n, simjlar has been the | 

of the - civil magisirate, The dueliist pre= 

tends 10 judge his own cause, 2 

tion his ewn recompense | for 1 
d to appor~ 

ined in- 
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