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~ A third battle was fought on the 4th 
August, the sesule of which was, that the 
army of Barastho was completely destroyed, 
with the exception of 400 men, who saved 
themselves by escape, and arrived at Mour- 
pax on the river Magdalena.— There were 
609 killed and 400 raken prisoners. | 

On the gth of August, the Vice Roy 
imano) evacuated Santa Fee, and on the 

Bolivar has dispatched a division of his 

army against Carthagena. 

From tue -Narionar INterrigen- 

we mR 

From the Oronoco.— The enclosed letier 

from a gentleman on board a vessel of the 
United States, to his friend at home, contains 

so much useful and interesting information, 

that we have much pleasure in presenting 1t 

to our rcaders 3 | 
U. 8. schooner Nonsuch, 

at anchor off Augostura, 
August 13th, 1819. 

We left Barbadoes the 6th July, andt wo 
days after came in sight of land, at the en- 
trance of a rivér which we took to be the 

Oronoco. The boats were immediately dis- 
patched to sound and make observations. 

The coast was low and marshy, and the water | 

too shallow to admit of landing. — Afier ex- 

ploring for go miles along shore, in search 

of .the entrance of the river, the ship got 

under way, and stood down about sixty 

‘miles. Here our aitempts were rencwed, 

and for two days we spent the most unplea- 

sant time lever experienced. The weather 

was rainy and bad, and the sea so tremend- 

ous that the vessel rode 1t out with: difhculty ; 

sleep or rest we were entire strangers to. 

Early in the morning of the 1 5th we had the 

good fortune to discover aschooner ; a boat 

was dispatcted for intelligence, and return- 

ed with a pilot for the Oronoco.— This 

great rivec appears to be ahnost unknown 

in the United States ; all our charts lay. 
down its latitude differently. The Com- 
modore ordered the John Adams to Trini- 
dad, and the same day we entered the mouth 

of the river in this schooner : vessels draw- 

ing more than 16 feet of water cannot cross 

the bar. 
Next morning, two canoes of Indians came 

on board, bringing a regular pilot. These 

«fellows were naked, very shightly and deli- 

cately made, and appeared poor and misera- 
ble in the exireme=—their only food was 
plantains, cassada bread and sugar cane, 

The banks of the Oronoco, fur 200 miles 
up, (are uninhabited, being subject to 

inundation. They are thickly wooded 
with| live oak, mahogany, cocoa nut, 

and a thousand other trees,.the names 

of which we did not know.  Tke 
river 1s generally narrow, but extremely 

deep,jand has a strong current always setting 
down : we sometimes tied the vessel to a 3 

tree, {like a canoe, and could easily jump 
from her side to the firm land. The pros- 

pect ts always pleasant, and the tress are 

filled with birds of the most beautiful plu- 

mage. Wesaw also, some large baboons, 

and middle sized dogs of a light reddish 

colour 3 they made the most tremendous 

howling and chattering in the night, 
The Indians resids in4he interior, and 

come down occasionally to fish @ dey aga 

harmless, inoffensive race, fund of wwbacco 
and rum, and tolerably shrewd at driving a 

barzun, They ate compieie’y in a state of 
nature : the women are not handsome, but 

some of thm possess a regularity of features 

and expression of connt=nance extremely 

pleasing. A piece of red paint they cousi- 
der tuvaluable. and are in the habit of roug- 

ing pretty highly, We met with several | 
gentlemen who had each hait a dozen wives, 

Afier ascending the river about sixty 
miles, the country begins to assume a differs 

entappearance, being higher and less woody, 
Some small plantations, producing sugar cane 
and planiains, are here seen. The land 1s 
extremely vich, and will adapted to Indian 

Ta and tobacco ; both these would grow 
win without cultivation, — When in pos- 
Session of Old Spain, sugar and coffee were 
extens nsively rased 3 bur, since “the revolu- 
won, these Valuable ariic]les have been ennre- 

Indeed, this time soil 1s be 
: oA ple perhaps the mest inace 

hy i punshaweent, can 
make 2 Spamard work 5 they have no more 
foresight thas the duilest of brutes, and never 
look forward :0 10 mowow. How th y 
Manage 10 live at'ally 1s indeed wonderful. 

stowed on a peo 

1 1 th Bolivar took possession of the same. | 

The consequences are natural 5 the paces- 

saries of life can hardly be obtained, aud the 

people are poor, ignordot. and miserable 
the ex'rm~. | never before witnessed, by 

contrast, the immense benefits of indastry to 

society 3 and am now convinced that aimost 

every comfort of life is derived from a, 

either directly or indirectly. 
.. On the 29th of July we passed the Indian 

village of Sanchopan, on ihe L-ft bank of 

the river. 

and palmecto Jeaves. It 1s the capital of 

the Indiang in this gnarier, where ney re. 

sori in great numbers, for the purpose of 

fishing. After passing this place, the eoun- 

try begins to be inhabited by Spaniards.— 

The viiiage of Baranca, thiriy miles sbove 

this, contains perhaps a dozen honses, and 

is consequently not very populous. It 1s 
the rendezvous, however, for the Patriot 

forces, in this quarter, consisting of four 

gan-boats, of one gun each, and a crew 
of fifty men. The commander of the 

station,c ~~ ommodore  Padisex, boarded 

our schooner mn a large canoe, pad- 

died by 18/men. He Is a stout, hine look- 

ing man, of very grave and dignified ap- 

pearance, and seems to be deeply tinged 

with either the negro or indian blood. His 

dress was a blue round jacket, red Vest, two 

epaulettes, and pantaloons of the latest fa- 

shion.— He lives in a small thatched house 

near the shore, 

The same evening we arrived -at Guyana, 

an old Spanish settlement, about 100 mules 

below Augostura. This Town coprains 

upwards of thirty houses, tharched, painted 

red, and furnished with glass windows-—a 

thing not very common in this country. 

The principal fort mounts five guns, is built 

of stone, and stands at the foot cf a hill; 

there is a castle on the summit, with four 

pieces ; no regular watch 1s kept in either 

of them. These batteries, if kept in proper 

repair, and sufficiently manned, would com- 

mand the river completely at this point, 

where itis not half a mile wide : butat pre- 

sent, I am certain, a hordred men could 

carry them with ease. In point of situation, 

I have never seen a handsomer place than 

Guyana : the land around it 1s well calcula- 

ted for cultivation. A litle farther on 1s 

the town of St. Michael, the residence of an 
Indian chief of great opulence. The town 

contains twenty houses, situated 1n a grove 

of fire trees, about a mile from the shore. 
These are all the towns between Augostura 

and the mouth of the river, 
Moxpay, 26th Fuly.—Arrived at 

Augostura, after a tedious passage of 11 

days up the river, owing to a strong curren: 
and head winds, Next morning the Non- 

such fired a salute of 18 guns, to which the 

town returned 21. Immediately afier 

Perry, accompained by capt. Clax- 

ton, leat, Temple, and myself, paid a visit 
to the Vice-President. Ie received us 

with great cordiality and politeness: in 
short, our reception was flattering, as regard- 
ed both our national and individual feelings. 
A long conversation relative to the Revola- 

tion ensued, and repecung the relations of 
the two countries. He speaks Spanish and 

French with fluency.  Tte commoders com- 

modore conversed with him through Mr, 
Forsyth, an American genileman, residing 

here. The Vice President acknowiedged 
the wretched and exhausted state of the 

country, which, he observed, was lrke a flying 

camp, and apologised for rot extending the 

“hospualuy of his table to us, on thay ac- 

count. 

Francisco Antonio Zea 1s a mar of mid- 
dle size, stoops a lutle, and 1s apparcnily 

about sixty. He has a pleasing, animated 

countepance, and the finst eyes | bave ever 

seen. 1i1s address 1s hike that of a French- 

man ; he stems wuch of an enthusiast, and 
1 believe hom to be an ariless, good man. 

He 1s popular among the neoyle, and dresses 

in plain black. His Secretary, Mr. Sayre, 
1s rather a stouter mao, ofa stern, forbid- 
ding countenance —1s said to possess consi- 
derable abrluties 3; but, like Sir John Fal- 
staff, *¢ setting aside the auraction of his 

good parts, he has no other charms.” The 
room in which they gave us audience was a 

pl iin apartment m the Senate house, paved 

with brick. 

Augostura, the present capital of Vene- 

zuela, hes on the left bank of the Orenoco, 
0. ¢ Liundred leagues from the mouth, 10 the 

province of Guyana. It shows to uch 

advantage when approached ty water, being 
sitnated on the side of a hill. “The houses 

arc of ong story, built of trick, wiih tiled 

: | 
} Pairs 5 

This 1s a handsome little town, 

laid off in streets, and regularly built of clay 

ro. fs, and Novi woolen gratings usted of : fectiv weil brore to ihe wilh 

windows, | The streets we at right angles ; 
the principal one runs paallel wih (he rio 
ver. The population 1s about 10.009, 
principal! Creoles, with a mixture of Spa- 
ntards and o her Europeans. This place 

abiliiy respde here now, 

sul, abo 

part, and] 1s capable of being sirong.y ce 

£ nded. 

Banked by a dich, -
 

has ben « 
masters, | The grand ob ecisol this Loven: 

ment is tie capture of C:racca 
will be re¢moved there in tha: event. 

easily co 

people pay no taxes, owing to their pover- 
ty. Thq republic is deeply indebted to the 
merchanis). and the duties on goods import 

paid in cash, but passed to its 

cconnt, Great Jealousy exists 

between Spaniards and English, which :s 
kepialive by continual recripunation, We 

found the | Europeans who had entered this 

service, universally disgusted with at: the 
officers had received only 10 dellars for a 
year’s service. Their ration consists of 

poor fresh be:f withont salt, and a couple of 

Ixposed in a sickly climate, wiih- 

ed are not 

credit in 
-~ 

biscuit, 

out medicines or surgeons, many of these 

poor fellows go to an untimely grave. Few 

have money to procure the comforts off a 
bed when sick, and many de literally of 

famine, - 1 
4 SCVEelaa 

Eng'tishmen of the service, gzn-lemen, and 

We were acg arted wiih 

men of educauon : they hud been up the 

but, 10 consequence of 

hard 1reatment, were obliged to come off 

Society mn this countrys 1s 
/ 

river with Bolivar, 

without leave, 

In a most degrad-d slate | they have 10 

schools or public msttutions 5 and the chil- 

dren are brought up in complete 1grorance. 
There appears to be no disunction of rank ; 

a general 1s ofien seep gambling at the same 
table with one of his common soldiers, on 

terms of perfect equality, ~Many negree 

hold commissions 11 the army.— The govern 

ment 1s extremely sanguinary, and often 

puts men to death without a ri), civil os 

military. Iadeed. I questiin wh her any 
law exists, except the will of Bol + 2ry, wa 1. 
abs lute dicrator, 

Congicss has ben som mouths 'n session 

deliberating on a consutution, for w acn toy 
have taken ours as a mode's.  |ioe nominal 

pay of 2 member 1s 4 dollars a day, aid a 

ration of bef and bycad. They receive 

actarng, however, but the latter. 

We paid a visit 10 Gen, Munn, the 
second 1a conmand, who lives opnosiie Au- 

ri 

gostura 3; ke looks like an European, and 

has a fine commanding countenante. Ie 

1s 2 nauve of Caraccas, was once a man of 

larg> fortune, but has dissipated 1t 1m gam- 

Ie has gcod natural abilities, with 

only a military education. We found him 

prejudiced against our country for not assist- 
ing South America in her struggles for inde- 

pendence. But we managed to convince 

bin of the policy of the United States 1n 

Hep a ball in the 

the ladies acq in themselves with 

o ng. 

remaining neutral, 

evening : 

grace. Yew of them are handsome ; but 

they have ibe finest eyes and [teeth 1 have 

ever sen. In their mannerd they are not 

verv refined, and make nothing of spitting 
’ : i p18 A x ‘on the floor, and smoking ségars before gen- 

temen, 

Saturday, 14th August.---Com. Ferry, 
with all the officers of the schooner, received 

an 1nviiztion to dine wih te Vice Piest- 
dent. We asceinbled about six at (he house 

of Dr. Rossio, the secretary of siaie, and 

found o large company, composed of ihe 

principal persons of the country. The en- 

tertainment was plenuful, and had i been 
properly dressed, would have been el- gant. | 

Garlick was such a strong corvponent part 

of all the dishes, that I co Id scarcely «1 a 

table. The win€ was preity good. and the 
evening passed 1p harmony and good + amour, 
Many wasts, relating to the two connires, 

were drank with applanse, © The vice pre- 

sident treated us with mirked sitention, and 

drank wih us a’] ndiidually. 

The horses of t 4s country are generally 
of a cream colour, average 14 Rands, have 
exceliont wind and speed, are tough. and 
capable of beating great. hardship. Ther 
Common Tait is a fast shambling walk ; sou 
are fine acess. Mules are more geierally 

Ee 5 5.1 
:8TALiIC for wutas¥ 

Ed 

3 
bl 

used for the saddle, being pre 
| 

* Ts} > Ye ”» 
til $ekle Bs 1) hs COUNtiil;, 

was rained when w fll imo dhe hands of (he 
few faintlres Hf foriune or respect- | 

Ii Lies on a protn- 

20@ yards wile at vie nirrowest 

\ ruinous wall “xicnds air as now, 

Augosiara was once a 

own of gleat cominerce and rches, bui th re 

| goad fa Lug off svioce M changed 

the canta. 

The weakness of this goverment will be 
jcerved when 1t 1s known hat the 

60 very 
The catle are large 

but, notwsthstanding their fine appearauc, 
’ make the most wrerched beef you can 

pleasantly under 1t. 

; ima. 
gine ; such as no person in the United 
States would pretend to eat. Whether 3. 
1s owing to the climate, or weakness of he 
grass, 1 cannot detlermive. The men + 
make a tale of caching wild mules 4,1 
catile, are very expert horseman, ih 

one of these fellows exmbuing his accomplish. 
ments. He was equipt wih a lfagiqq, 
long knife. and sword ; mounied { IN Sa 

pominele i saddle, heavy SITY roar 

bir, and no warungale. He yods on es 
leg. carrying the other straight oni, 10 avoiq 
d buil in case of an autack, He put his hay 
at full speed. took hin vp in an ingen 
wheeled round. droppe « his sword, and pick, 
ed 1t up-wathout dismounning. -- Ail thy was 
done in a moment, and wih the greatest ap. 
pdrent ease, 

he commerce of this place is carried on 
cheelly wiih the West Indies. by reg: lar 

iragers, i acy bring any goods and groce. 

ries of every description, and ake, inyeturs 
mules, cattle, hides, tallow. 1eried beef, be. 
to the advamage of each party.  Veseels are 
always sure of a freight CATIYINg miyles 5 
very profitable : a vessel of 100 tone will 
make a freight of 2000 dollars 10 the Wen 
Indiss, and accomplish the Voyage in a few 

days. Were there merchants of capital here, 
some handsome voyages might be made from 
the United States 3 but no contract ean - 
salcly made with then: 1t would require 
too lor.g to retail a carga, Every kind of 
goods 1s extremely dear. Flour wilt com. 
mand 20 dollars per barie . 

I am sanished that I could make a fortune 
cr the banks ofthe Oronoco in a few vears, 
suiall as my means arg. Land that will pro- 
duce svga., cofi-ey eotton, tobacco, and 
corn, almost withont eulavarion, can be 
bi ught of government for a trifle, The 

chimate is so mld. that the expence of fred ¢ 
and cioiing negroes 1s smail 3 and (he pro. 
firs of such an estre mens, I wonld 
nt live here, however, for several reasons, 
——Government 1s too weik to proc 
vs citizens 3 and, so long as this is the ce, 
nroperty will be insecnre, The manners, 

customs, and religion of the people, wo, are 
widely different fiom pure. 

There 1s no late news fiom the arm, 
Bolivar 1s at present in Stanta Fee, The 
last accounts from him represent hig affairs 

In a prosperous state, His canse 1s gaining 
gronnd rapidly among the ye ple. Mortllp 
1s cramped for money. cl. thing, and all kinds 
of mulunary stores. The parmots, bowever 

acknowledge that they bave no general who 

can compare with him in point of talents ; 

ind vit 1s astonishing bow he has sustain. 

«d the wir so long witha supplies trom bis 

sovernmenr, The bng Hussar, from Lon- 

Join, arrived here a few davs ago, wih 20 
officers and 100 men, for the patriot army. 

They were’ immediately lembs ked, 

with about 100 more, for Margaretta, 
the big Bolivar. 

Sunday 15th August.--This day at 2 
o'clock, the constitution of the country was 
adopted, and signed, amid the discharge of 

cannon. 1 have not learnt what the arficies 

of 1t are, bat presugge they are mnch like 

those of the U. Siaies. The naval force of 

the country 1s about 30 vesecls-<-composed 

of bigs. she megs, and gun-boate, : 

—— 
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| NOTICE. 

LIL Perons who have claims for 
Jd A 

9 School Money. or Bounties en rais- 

ing read Corn. ae hereby notified, that 

whenever the money is payable at the Pro- 

vince 1less ty, noHce wiil be immediately 

given in (he Royal Gazeute, thacall persors 

may Guia the Office of the Clerk of the 

Peacs an! ¢ ceive their several pr portions. 

Bil,.uNKS fur Assessors to Colicctors, 

m:y he had upon aplication, | 

Foadarictom, 19 h Sept. 183 

& LL Peisons haviug avy deman 

A gainst the estate of Puirie Hake 

SELPECKER, late of the Parish of Shefficld, 

1 the” County of Sunbury, deceased, are 

requested 10 render the same duly ettesieds 
within N1xe months from the ‘date hereof, 

—.-and all those indebted to said estate ¥© 

desired to make immediate paymentfo 

Prrer HANsELPECKER, | Admin 

Gorge Fercusown,  { stntob 

Sheffield. 11th Nov. 1819. wa bin. 

RAGS! RAGS! RAGS! 
CASH will be given at the Roya! Ga:="% 

0 fey far clean Linen or Loii
on RAGS. 

» 


