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hoxg cities, Yon We at 2 Iook the Hour that 
itis 1n cach.of them at the moment you make 

"This ingerious piece of machinery is 
put in moiop by a counter balancing 

“weight of only six pounds. For ordinary 

xk sounds the quarters and hours, but 
that €an be stopped at will 3 and in case 

- she_pendulum were forgotton tobe wound 
of 

8 op, i: suffices after having repaired this o- 

_ sissiony 4a bring. the minute-hand to lis 

“glace. This simple operation rectifices all 

“1 1s satd that a foreign “Priricé is” in 

+ Treaty with M. Rovez to acquire this splen< 

did specimen of mechanical skill. | . 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
= ———— 

WASHINGTON, DEC. 7. 

"This day, at 1 2 o'clock, the President of 

+ the United States transmitted to both Houses. 

«by Mr..J. J-MuxRrOE, the following | 

Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and 

"Of the Hous¢ of Representatives, 

THE public buildings being advanced 

“toa stage to afford accommodation for Con- 

; gress, | offer you my sincere congratulations 

. -eon the recommencement of your duties 1n 

; the Capuol. 
In bringing to view the incidents most 

deserving attention, which have occurred 

< ‘since your last session, I regret to have to 

¢ state that several of our principal cities have 

suffered by sickness : that an unusal drought 

has prevailed in the middle and western 

Suares ; and that a derangement has been 

* fel: in some of our monied institutions, which 

_ has proporiionably affected their credit. 1 

_ am happy, however, to have ut in my power 

to assure you thar the health of our cites 1s 

now completely restoréd 3 that the produce 

of the year, though less abundant than usual. 

“will not only be amply sufficient for home 

consumption, but afford a large surplus for 

the supply of the wants of other nations ; 

, and that the derangement in the circulating 

~ paper medium, by being left to those reme- 

dies whichyits obvious causes suggested, and 

the good sense and virtue of our fellow ci- 

tizens supplied has diminished. 

Having informed Congress, on the 27th 

* of Februasy last, that a treaty of amity, set- 

. tlement, and limits had been concluded m 

this city, between the United States and 

Spain, and ratified by the competent autho- 

_-rities of the former, full confidence was en- 

tertained that it would have been ratified by 

“his Catholic Majesty. withequal promptitude, 
. and a like earnest desire to terminate, on the 

- conditions of that treaty, the differences 

which had so long exisied between the two 

countries. Every view which the subject 
~ admitted of, was thought to have justified this 

conclusion. Great losses had been sustain. 

- ed by citizens, of the United Siates, from 

Spanish cruisers, more than twenty years be- 

fore; ‘which had not been redressed. These 

losses had been acknowledged and provided 

_ for by, a treaty, as far back as the year 1802, 

which, although concluded at Madrid, was 

not then ratified by the government of Spain, 

* por since, writ] the jast year, when .it was 

_ suspended by the late treaty, a more satisfac- 

tory provision to both parties, as was pre- 

sumed, having been for them. Oudier dif 

ferences had artsen in this long interval. af- 

fe ring their highest in:erests. winch were 

likewise provided for by this last treaty. 
The treaty 1:self was formed on great consi- 
derstton. and a thoro gh knowledge of all 

© circumstances. the subject mater of every 

article havigg been for years under discus- 

"sion, and repeated references having been 

‘made by the Minister of Spain to his go- 

vernment, ¢n the points respecing which the 
greatest difference of opmion prevailed. It 

was formed by, a Minisier duly authorized 
for the purpose, who had fepres ated his go- 

= vernment in the United States and been em- 
ploved in this long protracted negouation 
several years, and whe, 1t is not dented kept 
strictly within the letter of his instructions, 
The faith of Spain was therefore pledged 

- ¥nder circumstances of peculiar force and 
solemnity, for jsaratification. Oa the pari 
3 of the United States this treaty was evident 

Bi 2 acteded tom a sprrit of conciliation ‘and 
concession. The ndemnicy for injuries 

" aud losses so long be fore sustained, and now 
Agam acknowledg-d and provided for, was 

¢ 18%e | paid by" them, without becoming a 
¥ charge on the treasury of Spain,’ For 1e1- 
Jwitory. ceded by Spain, other territory 
Sofgr- gréat ealue, ro “which : us ‘CiMm 
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theless received, as the means of indemnify- 

ing our citizens in a considerable sum, the 

presumed. amount of their losses. Other 

considerations of ‘great weight, urged the 

cession of ‘this terfitory by Spain, It was 

surrounded by the territories of the United 

State$ “on every side, except on that of the 

ocean. Spain had lost he authority over 

it, and Talling into the hands of adventurers 

connected with the savages, it was made the 
means of unceasing annoyance and injury 
to our Union, in maoy of its most essential 

interests, 
a tepitory, in reality, of no value to her, 

4nd obtained concessiors of the highest 1m- 

| portance, by the settlement of long standing 

differences with the United State§, affecting 

their respecuve claims and limits, and like- 

wise relieved herself from the obligation of 
a treaty relating to it, which she had failed 
to fulhl, and also from the responsibility 

incident 1o the most flagrant and pernicious 

abuses of her rights where ske could not SUp- 

port her authori! ys 

It being known that the treaty was form. 
ed under these circumstances, not a doubt 

was entertained that his Catholic Majesty 
would have ratified it without delay. 1 
regret to have to state that this reasonable ex- 
pectation has been disappointed ; that the 

treaty was not ratified. As 1t 1s Important 

that the nature and character of this unex- 

pected occurence should be distinctly under- 

stood, 1 think it my duty to communicate to 

you all the facts and circumstances in my 

possession, relating to it. 

Anxious to prevent all future disagree- 

nent with Spain by giving the most prompt 

effect to the treaty, which had been thus 

concluded, and particularly by the esab- 

'ishment of a government in Florida, which 

should preserve order there, the Minister of 

tne United States who had been recently 

appointed to his Catholic. Majesty, aud to 

whom the ratification. by his government, 
vad been commited, to be exchanged for that 

if Spain, was instructed to transmit the lat- 

cer 10 the Department of State as soon as 

obtaingd, by a public ship, sub ected to his 

order for the purpose. Unexpected delay 

occuring in the ratification by Spain, be 

requested to begnformed of the cause. RE 

was stated, in reply, that the great import- 

ance of the subject, and a desire to obtain 

explanations on certain points, ‘which were 
not specified, had produced the delay, and 
that an Envoy would be despatched to the 

Unied States, to obiain such explanations 

of this government. The Minister of the 

United Satets offered to give full explana- 

tion on any point, on which it might be de- 

sired 5 which proposal was declined. Har- 

ing communiated this result to the Depart- 

ment of State, in August last, he was 1n- 

structed, notwithstanding the dtsappornt- 

ment and surprise which it produced, 10 1n- 

form the government of Spain, that, if the 

treaty should be ratified, and transmitted here 

at any time before the meeting of. Cong ess, 

it would be received, and have the same ef- 

feet as if it had been 1atihed 1n due time. 

This order was executed : the authorized 

communication was made to the governinent 

of pain, and by iis answer, which has just 

been received, we are officially ‘made ac- 

quainted, for the first ume, wih the causes 

which have prevented the ratification of the 

weaty by his Catholic Majesty. It is al- 

ledged by the Minister of Spain, that this 

government had atempted to altar one of 

the principal articles of the treaty, by a de- 

claration, which the Minister. of the United 

Siates had been ordered 10 present, when he 

<hauld deliver the ratification by lis govern- 

ment in exchange for that of Spain; and 
of which he gave. notice explanatory of the 

sense 1n which that article was undersiood. 

It 1s further ailedged, that this government 

had recequly tolerated, or protected, an ex- 

pedition from the United States. against the 

province of Texas. These two imputed 

acts are stated as the reason which have n- 

duced his Catholic Majesty to withhold his 

ratihcation from the treaty, to obtain expla- 

nations respecting which it is repeated that 

an Envoy would be forthwith despatched to 

the United States. How far these 2llega- 

tions wi'l justify the conduct of ihe govern- 

ment of Spain, will appear on a view of the 

following facts, and the evidence which 

supporis them. Ys 

"It will be scen, by the documents trans- 

mitigd herewith, that the declaration men- 

[tioned relates to 2. clase “in the eighth ant 
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as belie~ed tdbe dell fouadid, “as ceded | cle, concerning certain- giants oP land. re- | onr gitfzens mist be indediniBied 
by the United States, and infa quarier more | 

; 

_imtefesting ta her, ‘This cession was never- 

* 

cently 

‘ufigranted, 
parites to annul these latter grantswgaod that 
clause was drawn for that express purpose, | 

The date of these grants’ and for none other. 

veyed all the fands, which dill then Tiad been 
It was the intention of the 

held) from them. Accomplishing thes 

. 

min Le indechifid e 1a 
so long since sustained, and” for hie 
indemnity has been so urjusily wig, 
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gra objects, we obtain all that Seda IV 
able 

at Ins Catholic Majesty has twice de. 
clared his determination to ‘send 2 M1 haa 

was unknown, but it was understood to be | %othe Untied States, to ask explanations on | U 

posteriar to that inseried in"the arucie : 
indeed it must be obvious to all, that, if 
that provision in the treaty had not the ef 
fect of annulling these grants, it would be 
altogether nugatory. Immediately afier the 
treaty was concluded and raufied by this go- 
vernment, an intimation was received that 
these granis were of anterior date to that 
fixed on by the treaty, and that they would 
not, of tourse, be allected by 11. The mere 

possibility of such a case, so inconsistent 
with the intention of the parties; and the 
meaning of the article, induced this govern- 

ment to demand an explanaiion on the sub- 
ject, which was immediately granted, and 
which = corresponds with this statement, 
With respect to the other act alleged, that 
this. government had tolerated or protected 
an expedition against Texas, it is utterly 
without foundations Every discountenance 

has invariably been given to every such at- 
tempt within the limits of the United States, 

as 1s fully evinced by the acts of the govern. 

ent, and the procesdings ,of the cours. 
There being cause, however, to appichend, 
in the course of the last summer, that some 

adventurers enterfaired views of the kind 

suggested, the attention of the constitiited 

authorities in that quarter was immediately 

drawn to them. and it 18 known that the 

project, whatever 1 mmght be, has utterly 
failed. 

These facts will, 1t 1s presumed, sausfy 

every impartial mind that the government 
of Spain bad no justifiable cause for declin- 

ing to raufy the treaty. 

gatory, in good farth, 10 all us stipulations, 

according to the true intent and meaning of 

the parties, Each party 1s bound to ratify 

it. If either could set 1t aside, without the 

consent of the o her, there would be no lon 
“ger any rules applicable to such transactions, 

J 

between nations, By this proceeding, the 

government of Spain has rendered 10 the 

United States a new and very serious mjury, 
It has been stated that a Minister would be 

sent, to ask certain explanauons of this go- 

vernment, But, if such were desired. way 

were they pot asked within the time limited 

for the ratification ? Is it contemplated to 

open a new negotiation respecting any of 

the articles or conditions of the treaty 7 

If that werz done, to what consequences 
might it not lead 2 At what tiae, and mn 

what manner, would a new negotianon ter- 

minate 7 By this proceeding, Spain has 

f rined a relation between the two counirics 

which will jusufy any measures on the part 

of the U. States, which a strong sense of in. 

ji¥y.and a propa regard for the rights and 

interests of the nation, may dictate.  In'the 

course to he pursued those objects should Le 

constantly held in view, and have their dae 

weight. Our nauonal honor must be main- 

tained, and a new and distinguished proof be 
afforded, of that regard for justice and mode- 

ration which has invanably goverced the 

councils of this free people.  lrmust be ob- 

vious to ail, thai, if ihe Uriied States had 

been desirous of making conquests, or had 

been even willing to aggrandize themselves 
in that way, they could have had no mmduce- 

ment to forniths treaty. They would have 

mueh cause for gratolation at the course which 
has been pursued by Spain.— Ao ample ficld 

for ambition is open before them, But 

such a career is not consistent with the prin- 

ciples of their government nor the interests 
of the pation. 

From a full view of all circumstances, 1t 

is s.bmitted to the consideration of Congress 
whe:her it will not be proper for the United 

States to carry the conditions of the treaty 

into effect, mn the same manner as if it had 

_been rainfed by Spain, claiming on their 

part all its advaniages, Td yiclding to Spain 
those secured to her. Dy pursuing this 

course we shall rest on the sacred ground of 

right, sanctioned in the most solemn manper 

by Spain herself, by a treaty which she was 

bound to ratify ; for refusing to do which 

she must incur the censure of other mations, 

even those most friendly to her; while, by 4 

confining ourselves within (kat limit, we 

cannot fail 10 obtain their well mented «p- 

probation, We must have peace on a from- 

* Catholic Majesty, as well ds by other powess, 
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sded in conformity with instructions 1s obli- | 

ry the Spanish provinces in this hemas
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sane conditions, and our citizens have. 

dali restrained from 
interfering in fav 
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tier where we hays been so bug disturbed 5 

his delay to raufy the treaty, Shall we iy 

by taking the ceded territory, and proceeds + 
to execute the other conditions of ihe Ireaty, 
before his Minister arrives and is heard 2 
This is a case which forifs RSTO iF Say 
the candor, the magnanimity, and boner of 
this people. Much is due to courtesy be. 
tween nations. By a short delay we shal! 
lose mothing ; for, resting on the ground 
of i mutable truth and justice, we e2nno; be 
diverted from our purpose, It ought 10 be 
pre: umed, that the explanations which —o 
be given to the Minister of Spain will be 

isfactory, and produce the desired rest pe 
In any event, the deluy for the plirpose men. : 
toned, betng a further manifestation of the 
sincere desire to terminate, in the mot 
friendly manner, all differences with Spaiy, 
canfot fa to be duly appreciated by |e 

It is submitted, therefore, whether rt will pe 
be proper to make the law, proposed for ca 
ryifig the conditions of the treaty nto effec 
should it be adopted, contingent: to ss 
pend its operation upon the responsibility of 

the | Executive, in such manrer ast affod 
an ppportunity for such friendly explin. 

tionslas may be desired, during the present 
session of Congress. 

[ communicate to Congress a copy of the 

trezay. and of the Instructions to the Mn. 

sted Of the United States, ar Madd, r- 

speciing 1 3 of his correspondence with the 
Minister of Spain, and of such other docu. 

ments as may be necessary 10 give afull view 
of the subjeet, 

In the course which the Spanish govern. 
ment have, on this occasion, thought proper 
to [pursue, it 1s satisfactory to Kuow, they 

have not been countenanced by any oir 

European power. On. the contrary, the 
opinion and wishes, both of Fiance and 

Great Brian, have not been withheld eithe 

from the Uniied Siates or from Spam. ar 

he been unequivocal in fiver of the ru 

fication. There is also reason to believe 

that the sentiments of the Impertal gover 

ment of Russia, have been the same, art 

tha: they have also been made known to 

“ni of Madnd. 

In the civil war existing between
 Spo 

th greatest care has been ta
ken {to enfu! 

the laws 1niended to prescrve an 1mpard 

ndotrahy. Our norts have continued | 

wb open to both partes, and on’ 
be 

i 

{1 | * . ? | 7 

either, to the prejudice of the other. | 

progress of the war, however, has opens! 

anifesily in favor of the colonies, Bes 

ytes stil maintains, unshaken, the ing 

pendence which a dec lared mm 1816. 

as enjoyed since 1810.
 I.ike succes” 

also lately attended Chili and the provi 

north of the La Plata, bordering ont, ¥g 

likewise Venezuela, 

This cortest has, fronts commence 

been very inwresung to other powers 

to none wore to than to the Unitcd » 

VIrtuous people may and will con 

themselves within the limits of a strict °° 

r ov 

a conflict so vially im
portant tot 

eighbours, without the senstbihty and #) 
| 

athy which naturally belong to su
cha 2 

t has been the steady purpose of this 

ernment, to prevent that feeling
 leading 

« ite and it is very granfging te
 ti 

n my power to state, tha $1
 strong has : : 

vi sense, throughout the whale coman 

‘what was due to the chances and ¢¢ 

contrary kind have occurred. gl’ i 

The distance of the colonies a
e 4 

nt country, and the great exten
t = 3 

population and resources, gav
e - Ed 

tages, which, 1 was 
aribagyed & od 

carly period, it would be difficult - 

to surmount, ~The steadiness, C07 Jp 

and swccess, with which they ha
ve ht 5) 

their object, as evinced mo
re partic | 

the undisturbed sovere i
gnty which 

Ayres has so
 long enjoyed

, prided 

them a strong cl
aim to the favors 

a 

deration «f othe
r nations, T hee s€ - 

on the part of the U
nited Grates, ™ ‘ 
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